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Mr. Spjeaker, 

I THANK yoxi for pointing to mc. I reaSjft 
wifhed much to engage your attention in an 
<arly ftage «of the debate. / I have been long very 
deeply, , though perhaps ineffeduaUy, eng^iged VEk 
the preliminary enqi^iries, which have 4pontinued 
without inter miilion for fome years. Though t 
have felt, with ibm^ degree of fenfibility , the na- 
tural and inevitable impreffiong of the feveral mat- 
ters of faS:, as they have been fucceffivety difcloC 
«d, I have not 2t ^ny time attempted to trouble! 
you on the mejrits of the fubjeft; and very little 
on aiay of the pointy which iaddentally arofe ill 
the courfe of oiar proceedings^ But I Ihould be 
forry to he found totally filent upon this dajr. Our 
inquiries are now cqnae to dieir final iffuecrr^It is 
now to be determined whether the three years 
of laborious parfiamcntary refearch, whether the 
twenty years, of patient Indian fufferipg^ are to 
produjce a fubftantial reform in our eaftern admii 
jiiftration ^ or * whether pur knowledge of the 
grievances has abated our zeal for the correftion 
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of them, and our very enquiry into the evil was 
6nly a pretext to elude the remedy which is de- 
manded from us by humanity, by juftice, and by 
every principle of true policy. Depend upon it, 
this bufinefe cannot be indifferent to our fame. It 
will turn out a matter of great difgrace or great 
glory to the whole Britifti nation. We are on a 
confpicuous ftage, and the world marks our de* 
jweaaour. 

, J ^ifn therefore a little concerned to perceive the 
fpirit and temper in which the debate has been 
?}l ^lang pursued upon one &le of the houfe* The 
^eclatnation of the gentleriien who oppoie the bill 
Ji^s been abundant and vehement; but they have 
tjB^n refcrved and even filent about the fitnels or 
imfitn^^ of tliQ plan. to attain the direfl: object it 
ba3 in viev. By fomc gentlemen it is taken up 
(by way of .exercife I prefumc) as a point of law 
OR a quefiion of private property, and corporate 
Iranchife; by others it is regarded as the petty in. 
Ifigue -of i fadion at court, and argued merely 
us it tends to fct this man a little higher, or that a 
little lower in fituation and power. All the void 
hs^ been filled up with invedives againft coalition 5 
with allufions to the lofs of .America j with the 
activity and Inactivity of miniftersw The total 
filence of thefe gentlemen concerning the intereft 
und well-being of the people of India, and concern- 
ing the intereft which this nation has in the com« 

. -^ merce 
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ttierce and revenues of that country, is a ftrong 
indication of tlie value which they fet upon thefe 
objects* 

It has been a little painful to me to obfeiVe the 
intrulion into this iipportant debate of fuch com- 
pany as quo ivtirranto, and mandamus ^ and certiorari i 
as if we were on a trial about mayors and aloer- 
men, and capital burgefles ; or engaged in a fuit 
concerning the borough of Penryn, or Saltafli, or 
St. Ives, or St. Mawes. Gentlemen have argued 
with as much heat and paffion, as if the firfl; tl^ng^ 
in the world were at ftake; and their topicjcs, are 
fuch, as belong only to matter of the loweft and 
meaneft litigation. It is not right, it is not worthy 
of us, in this manner to depreciate the value, to 
degrade the majefty, of this grave deliberation (rf 
policy and empire. 

For my part, I have thought myfelf bound, 
when a matter of this extraordinary weight came 
before me, not to confider (as fome gentlemeh arc 
fo fond ofdoing) whether the bill originated from 
a fecretary of ftate for the home department, or 
from a fecretary for the foreign, from a miniftcjf 
of influence or a minlfter of the people; frftm 
Jacob or from Efau.* I a{k:ed myfelf, and I afkcd 
myfelf nothing elfe, what part it was fit for a 
member of parliament, who has fupplied a medio- 

i. 

* An allusion made by Mr. Powis. 
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crity of talents by the extreme of diligence, and* 
who has thought himfelf obKged, by the refearch 
of years, to wind himfelf iato the inmoft receffcs 
and labyrinths- of the Indian detail, what part, I 
fay, it became fuch a member of parliament to 
lake, when i minifter of ftate, in conformity to a 
recommendation from the throne, has brought 
. Tbefore tis a fyftem for the better government of 
jbhe territory and commerce of ih» eaft. In this 
Tlght,^, and in this only,^ I will trouble you with my 
fi^ntiibentStr 

l^ It_ IS inot only a[greed but demanded, by the 
right honourable gentleman,* and by thofe who- 
lift with hiin, 'thit a whole fyftem oug^t fe be 
-produced; that it ought not to be an half mea/ure;* 
that It ought %ohc no palliative J but a legiflativb 
provifioH,. vigorous, fiibftantial, and effeftive,-^ 
1 believe that no man who underftands the fub- 
jeA can doubt for a moment,, that thofe^ muft be 
the conditions of any thing', deferving the name 
bf a reform in the Indian gpveriameiat ; that any 
thing fliort of them would not only be cfelufive,' 
"but, in this matter which admits no raediumy 
'noxious in the extreme. 

To all the conditions prc^ofed by his adverfariesi' 

the mover of the bill perfedUy agrees ; and on hiS' 

'performance of them he refts his caufe. On the 

/ 

* Mr. PitV 
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6ther hand, not the leaft ob^k^ Ikas been t&kea ^ 
with regard to the dfideHty^the vigour, or tht 
coinpIetendTs of the ftMitiit. t^tn iheMfdre "itfttr- 
ranted to afiume, as a thing adinitl^d^ i^iitft the 
bills accompUlh whi^ botli 4i6^ ot ^ houdTe de- 
mand as efientiai. The end is completdy anfwer^- 
ed, fo far as the <lire6t and ilnmdiiat?^ obj^ is 
concerned* 

But though there arc no dirfeA, yet there are 
Various collateral objections made; objections from 
tiieeffefts which this j^n of reform £Dr Indian ad- 
miniftration msty have on t3ie privileges of great 
{)ublick bodies in England; from its probable in- 
fluence on the conftitutional rights, or on the free- 
dom and integrity of the fevetal branches of th* 
legiflature. 

Before I ahfwer theife obje6tions,l muft beg leav^ 
to obfetVd, that if ,we are jaot able to contrive 
ibme method of governing India well, whith will 
iiot of neccflity become the taeans of govcrintoj 
Great Britain ///, a ground is laid for their eternal 
feparation ; but ijionc for facrificing tlie people Of 
that country to our conftitution. I am however 
far from bdng petfuaded that any fuch incotbpa- 
tibility of intereft does at afl exift* On the cojft^ 
trary I am certain that every means, eSfe^al W 
preferve India from oppreffion, is a guard to pte- 
ferve the BritMi conftitution from its ^^jrft coiv 
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ruption* To fi\ew this^ I will confidcr the objco 
Uon9» wluch I tb^)]^ are four. i ^ . 

- iftrf intiffjt Che. bill is. an attack: pn the chartered 
:..: .icig;hti} of mqp* • . 

.. 2(Uy* Tl|^ \t uaicreafes the influence of the 

crown, 
c - Sdly. That it does npt increafe, but diminilhes, 
the influence of the crown, in order to pro- 
y: mote the interefts of certain minifters and 
{ r their party. 

: 4thly. That it deeply affects the national credit. 
; As to the firft of thefc objeftjons ; I muft ob- 
&tvc that the phrafe of " the chartered rights of 
*' men,** is full of affectation ; and very unufual 
In the difcuilion of privileges conferred by charters 
of the prcfent defcription. But it is not difficult 
.todifcovcr what end that ambiguous mode of ex- 
preffioQ, fo often reiterated, is meant to anfwer. 

The rights of meriy that is to lay, the natural 
jfrlghts of mankind, are indeed facred- things; and 
if any publick meafure is proved mifchievoufly to 
affed them, the objeftion ought to be fatal to that 
meafure, even if no charter at all could be fet up 
againft it. If thefe natural rights are further af- 
firmed and declared by exprefs covenants, if thqy 
^re clearly defined and fecured againft chicane, 
.againfl: power, and authority^ by written inftru- 
ments and positive engagements, they are in a flill 

better 
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better condition: they partake not only of the 
fandity of the objeft fo fecured, but of that fo- 
lemu.publick faith itfelf, which fecures an object 
pf fuch importance. Indeed this formal recogni- 
tion^ by the fovereign power, of an original right 
in the fubje<9;, can never be fubverted, but by 
rooting up the holding radical principles of go* 
vernment, and even of fociety itfelf^ The char- 
ters, which we call by diftinction greats are publick 
inftruments of 'this nature ; I mean the charters 
of king John and king Henry the third. The 
things fecuredby thefe inftruments may, without 
any deceitful ambiguity, be very fitly called the 
cbaritred rights of men. 

Thefe charters have made the very name of a 
charter dear to the heart of every Englifliman. — 
But, Sir j there may be, and there are charters, not 
only different in nature, but formed on principles 
the very reverfe of thofe of the great charter. Of 
this kind is the charter of the Eaft -India company. 
Magna charta is a x:harter to reftrain power, and 
to deftroy monopoly. The Eaft-India charter is a 
charter to eftablilh monopoly, and to create power- 
Political power and commercial monopoly are not 
the rights of men; and the rights of them derived 
from charters, it is fallacious and fophifticalto call 
*' the chartered rights of men/' Thefe chartered 
rights, (to fpeak of fuch (jharters and of their ef- 
fecis in term? of the grc^teft nollible mpderatipn) 

dp 
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do at leaft fufpcnd the natural rights of mankitici 
at large ; and in their very frame and conftitutioil 
are liable to fell into a direft violation 6f them. 

It is a charter of this latter defcription (that is 
to fay a charter of power ahd monopoly) which i^ 
afFeded by the bill before you. The bill^ Sir, does, 
without queftion, aflFeft it; it does aflfed it effen^ 
tially and fubibntially. But having ftated to you 
of what defcription the chartered rights are which 
this bill touches, I feel no difficulty at all in ac* 
knowledging the exiftence of thofe chartered 
rights, in their fuUeft extent. They belong to 
the company in the fureft manner; and they are 
fecured to that body by every fort of publick fanc- 
tion. They are ftamped by the faith of the king; 
they are ftamped by the faith of parliament ; they 
have been bought for money, for money honeftly 
' and fairly paid; they have been bought for va-^ 
luable confideration, over and over again* 

I therefore fredy admit to the Eaft-India com- 
pany their claim to exclude their fellow-fubjech 
from the commerce of half the globe. I admit 

their claim to adminifter an annuial territorial re* 

/ 

venue of feven millionis fterling; to command art 
army of fixty thoufahd men ; and to difpofe, 
(under the controul of a. fovereign imperial dif-^ 
cretion, and with the due obfervance of the na- 
tural and local law) of the lives and fortunes of 
thirty millions of their fellerw^reaturcs. All this 

. - they 
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they poffefs by charter and by aAs of patiiamcntj 

{in my opinion) >vithout a Ikadow of cbtikirovCTfyw 
Tbofe who carry the rights said chutrft xyi tht 
compaHy the fiirtheft do not cotitttJti for xtiore 
than this'; and ail this- 1 freely grant* But graii** 
ing all thisy they inuft grant to tarcr in my ttxtn, 
that sfU political power which is fct OVdr to^ aikl 
that all privilege daimed or exercifed iii e^tifiob 
of them, being wholly artificial, and fot* fo jtmch 
a derogation from the natural equality of ttaakind 
at large, ought to be fome vt^-ay or other exerctfed 
ultimately for their benefit. 

If this is true with regjurd to every fpcdcs cff 
political dominion, and every defcripti-on of t^di- 
itiercial privilege, none of which can be ori^al 
felf-derived rights, or grants for the mere private 
benefit of the holders, then fuch rights, or privi- 
leges, or whatever elfe you choofe to call them^ 
^re all in the ftricleft fenfe a truji; and it is of the 
very effence of every truft to l?e rendered aeeouni" 
dibk'y and even totally to cea/e, when it fubfiafi- 
tially varies frosn the purpo^s for which ^oneic 
could have a lawful exiftence. 

This I conceive. Sir, to be true of trufts i^iS 
|)Ower vefted in thehighcft hands, and of fuch 2S 
feem tor hold of no human creature. But about 
the application of this principle to fubordinate ds^' 
rivative trufts, I do not fee how a controv^rfy can 
i>e maintained^ To whom th^n woul4'I make the 

Eaa- 
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Eaft-India company accountable? Why, to parlia- 
ment, to be fure ; to parliament, from whom their 
truft wa3 derived J to parliament, which alone is ca- 
pable of comprehending the magnitude of its ob- 
jeft, and its abufe; and alone capable of an effec- 
tual legiflative remedy. The very charter, which 
is held out to exclude parliament from correcling 
malverfation with regard to the high truft vefted 
in the company, is the very thing which at once 
, pyes a title and impofes a duty on us to interfere 
with effefl:, wherever power and authority origi- 
nating from ourfelves are perverted from their 
purpofes, and become inftruments of wrong and 
violence* 

If parliament, Sir, had nothing to do with this 
charter, we might have fome fort of Epicurean 
cxcufe to ftand aloof, indifferent fpeftators of what 
paffes in the company*s name in India and in Lon- 
don. But if we are the very caufe of the evil, 
we are in a fpecial manner engaged to the redrefs j 
and for us paflively to bear with oppreffions com- 
mitted under the fanclion of our own authority, 
is in truth and reafon for this houfe to be an ac- 
tive accomplice in the abufe* 

That the power notorioully, grofsly abufed has 
been bought from us is very certain. But this 
circumftance, which is urged againft the bill, be- 
comes an additional motive for our interference; 
left we fhould be thought to have fold the blood 

of 
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of iriilliotis of men, for the bafe confi(feration of 
money. We fold,' I admit, all that we had to- 
fell j that is, our authority, not our controul. 
We had not a yight to make a market of our 
duties- • 

I gfound myfelf therefore on this principle — 
that if the abufe is proved, the contraftis broken;' 
and we re-enter into all our rightls ; that is> into 
the exercife of all our duties: Our own authority 
is indeed as much a truft originally, as'the com- 
pany's authority is a truft deHvatively; and it is; 
the ufe we make of the refumed power that muft 
juftify or condemn us in the refumption of it; 
When we have perfefted the plan • laici before vts 
by the right honourable mover, the world will 
then fee what it is we deftroy, and what it is we 
create. By that teft we ftand or fall ; and by that 
teft I truft that it will be found in the iffue, that 
we are going to fuperfede a charter abufed to the 
full extent of all the powers which it could abuie, 
and exercifed in the plenitude of defpotifm, ty* 
ranny and corruption; and that in one arid the 
fame plan, we provide a real chartered feairity 
for the rights of 7)ien cruelly violated under that 
charter. 

This bill, and thofe connecled with it, are in- 
tended to form the magna chart a of Hindoftacn; 
Whatever the treaty of Weftphalia n to the liberty 
of the princes and free cities of the empire, and 

to 
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tp^ the : thrcq rdigiops there profcffed — Wliatcvcr 
1^ great charter, the ftatute of tallage, the peti- 
tion of right, <ind the declaration of right, are to 
Cfqat Britain , thefe bills are to the people of Isnlia* 
Of this beaefit, I am certain, tlieir condition is 
capabte} a^ when I know that they are capable 
€>f iBpre, my vote fhall moft affOredly be for our 
^ving to the full extent of their capacity of re* 
ceiying^ an4. ao charter of dominion fliall ftan4 
as a \>:^ ki my way to their charter of iafety and 
prot^Uon. 

The ftroeg ^idnf^on { have ipadc of the com? 
piny*s fig^rts (I am confcious of it) b^nds xpe tq 
^ a ^ea|t 4^. I do not prefume to condemn 
tho^ wh^ argue a priori^ againft the propriety of 
)e(»vipg f\tc}i ^xtenUve politic^ powers in the hand^ 
<kf a c-omj^y of mer(:hants. I know much isy 
jind much m^remay be, faid againft fuch a fyftem^ 
But^ with ,my particular ideas and fentiments, I 
cannot go th^t way to work. I feel an infuperable 
reiuftafiii;^ in giving my hand to deflxoy any et 
tabliftied inftitution of govern^ient, upon a theory^ 
however; plaulible it may be. My experience ii^ 
Hfe tejiches me nothing clear upon the lubje<3:. I 
Jiave known merchants with the fentiments an^ 
ih^ abilities 'of great ftatef men; and I h^yc feen 
pcrfoa^ in the ra^k of ftatefmen, with th^ f oncep^ 
<k>ns f nd character of pedlars. Indeed, niy ob- 
fervation iias,furmf^cd me with nothing that i^ 
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pQ \^ found in any habits of life or education^ 
whiph tcndfi wholly tp- .dxf<|ualify men for th? -^ 
funAiofis o£ government, but that, by.whif:h the 
power of cfxerd^ng thofe funftipns is very fre- 
quenidy pb^aimed, I mean a Spirit and habits of 
low cabal, and intrigue; wHch I have never, in 
pne inftan^ei feen muted with a. capacity fprjound 
xmd m^nly pqlicy. . . 

/Xq j^fti^ji*s in taking the adm^nifiralion pf 
their affaa^^oi;)^ of the hands pf the £ail-India coiUr 
p^ny, pn, n^y. principles,, I muft fee feveral condi- 
tions, rft. The objeft afifefted by the abufe ihould 
he great, and important. 2d. The abi^fe affed* 
\Rg this great objed ought to be a great abufq^ 
^d. It ought tp be habitual^ and no;t accidental 
4th. k, ought t;o be utterly incurable in< the body 
as it now Aaads conftituted. All this ought to be 
]Q^e as vifible to me as the light of the fun, be- 
fore I fliould ftrike off an atom, of their charter. 
A right honourable gentleman*' has J^d, and faid 
i think but once, and that very flightly (whatever 
his original Remand for a plan might feem to re- 
ijuire) that " there are abufes in the company's 
f* goye?nmg:\t." If that were all, the .fcheme of 
th^ mpver qf this bill, the fcheme of his learned 
jricndy and his own fcheme pf reformation (if he 
has any) are all equally needlefs. There, are, and 
xnuft be, abufes in all governments. It amount^ 

Mr. Pitt. 
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to no more than a migatoiy proptifitioh. But b*i 
fore i confidfer of what tiatnre theft' 2ft)ufes are, of 
\vhicK the gfentlemaii fpcaks fo yer^ Hghtly, pert 
mit tale to recall to your recc^eftion the map of 
tiie country xvhich tMs abufed chartfered right af- 
fects, Thtis I fhall do, that you ihay jiidge \v4n6* 
thcr In that map I can difcovcr any thing like the 
firft of my conditions; that is, WhckKet^^the ob* 
jeft atfeded fey the abuie of the Eaft-Iridia torn- 
pany*s power be of importance fuflfeiently to jufi 
tify the meafUrc and means of reform applied to 

it in this bm.' ' ' • 

ft 

With very few, and thofc hiconfiderable inter* 
ySls, the Sritifli dominion', either in the company -s 
name, or" irf^He names of princes^ abfolutdy de- 
Jperidetif lipoft the company, extend from the 
moifntainif* that feparate India from Tartaty, to 
cape Conibrin, that -is, bhe-and-twenty- degrees of 
latitude! .: .'. 

In the northern parts it is a folid mafs of land, 
'a1)out eight hundred miles in length, and four or 
'five hiittdrect brbid. ' A^you go fouthward, it be* 
xomes nkrrbwer for % fpace. It afterwards- di^ 
Tates; bttt narrower or broader, you poffefs the 
wiiote eaAerri iind north-^aftern coaft of that vaft 
country, quite from the borders of Pegtt.-^B^n^ 
"^, Bahar, and • Oriffa, with Beriares, (now un*. 
%rtuhatcly ih our immediate poflcffion) meafiire 
161,978 fquare Englilh milcsj a territory confi- 

derably 
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fiderably larger than the whole kingdom of France. 
Oude, with its dependent provinces, is 53,286 
fquare miles, not a great deal lefs than England. 
The Carnatick, with Tanjour and the Circars, is 
65,948 fquare miles, very confiderably larger than 
England} and the whole of the compjiny's da« 
minions, comprehending Bombay and Salfette, 
amounts to 281,412 fquare miles; which forms 
a territory larger than any European dominion, 
Ruflia and Turkey excepted. Through all that 
vjdl extent of country there is not a man who 
eats a mouthful of rice but by permiffion of the 
EaftJndia company. 

So far with regard to the extent. The popula- 
tion of this great empire is not eafy to be^ calicu* 
lated. When the countries, of which it is com* 
pofed, came into our pofTeffion, they were all 
eminently peopled, and eminently produftivej. 
though at that time confiderably declined from 
their ancient profperity. But fince they are come 

into our hands! ! However, if we make the 

period of our eftimate immediately before the utter 
defolation of the Carnatick, and if we allow for 
the havoek which our government had even then 
made in thefe regions, we cannot, in my opinion, 
rate the population at much lefs ihan thirty mil- 
lions of fouls J more than four times the number 
of perfons in the ifland of Great Britain. 

My next inquiry to that of the number, is the 
Vol. IV. ' C quality 
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quality and ckfcription of the inhabitants. Tfii^ 
multitude of men does not confift of an abjecl 
and barbarous populace'; much kfs of gangs of 
favages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who 
wander^pn the wafte borders of the river of Ama- 
zons, or the Plate; but a pec^le for ages civilized 
and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts of po- 
liflied life, whilft we were yet in the woods. 
There, have been (and ftill the Ikeletons remain) 
princes once of great dignity, authority, and opu- 
lence. . There, are to be found the chiefs of trib,e$ 
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient 
and venerable priefthood, the depofitory of their 
laws, learning, and hiftory, the guides of the people 
vvhilft living, and their confolation in death ; a 
nobility of great antiquity and renown ; a multi- , 
tude of cities, not exceeded in population and 
trade by thofe of the firft clafs in Europe ; mer- 
chants and bankers, individual houfes of whom 
have once vied in capital with the bank of Eng- 
land ; whofc credit had often fupported a totter- 
ing ftate, a.nd preferved their governments in the 
midft of war and defolatipn ; millions of ingenious^^ 
manufafturers and mechanicks; millions of the 
moll diligent, and not the leaft intelligent, tillers 
of the earth. Here are to be found almoft all the 
religions profeffed by men, the BraminicaU the 
Muflulman, the Eaftern and the Weftern Chrif- 
tian. ' 

If 
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If I were to take the whole aggregate of our 
pofleflions there, I fliould compare it, as the neareft 
|)arallel I can find, with the empire of Germany. 
Our immediate pofleflions I fhould compare with 
the Auflirian dominions, and they would riot fuffer 
in the comparifon. The nabob of Oude might 
ftand for the king of Pruflia; the nabob of Arcot 
I would compare, as fuperiour in territory, and 
equal in revenue, to the eleftor of Saxony. Cheyt 
Sing, the rajah of Benares, might well rank with 
the prince of Hefle, at Icaft j and the rajah of 
Taajore (though hardly equal in extent of domi- 
nion, fuperiour in revenue) to the eleftor qf Bava- 
ria. The Polygars and the northern Zemindars, 
and other great chiefs, might well clafs with the 
reft of the princes, dukes, counts, marquifles, and 
bifliops in the empire ; all of whom I mention to 
honour, and furely without difparagement to 
any or all of thofe moft refpeftable princes and 
grandees. 

All this vaft mafs, compofed of fo many orders 
and clafles of men, is again infinitely diverfified by 
manners, by reKgion, by hereditary employment, 
through all their pofllble combinations. This ren- 
ders the handling of India a matter in a high de- 
gree critical and delicate. But oh! it has been 
handled rudely , indeed. Even fome of the re- 
foriners feem to have forgot that they had any 

(p 2 thin^ 
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thing to do but to regulate the tenants o( 2l ma- 
nor, or the ihopkeepers of the next county town. 

It is an empire of this extent, of this compli* 
cated nature, of this dignity and importance, that 
I have compared to Germany, and the German 
government ; not for an exaft refemblance, but as 
a fort of a middle term, by which India might be 
2^proximated to 6ur underftandings, and if pof- 
fible to our feelings ; in order to awaken fome- 
thing of fympathy for the unfortunate natives, of 
which J am afraid we are not perfeftly fufceptible, 
whilft we look at this very remote objed: through 
a falfe and cloudy medium . 

My fecond condition, neceflary to juftify me in 
touching the charter, is. Whether the company *s . 
abufe of their truft, with regard to this great ob- 
jed, be an abufe of great atrocity. I fliall beg 
your permiflion to confider their conduft in two 
lights; firftthe political, and then the commer- 
cial. Their political conduft (for diftinftnefs) I 
divide again into two heads; the external, in 
which I mean to comprehend th^i'r conduft in 
their federal capacity, as it relates to powers and 
ftates independent, or that not long fince were 
fuch ; the other internal, namely their conduft to 
the countries either immediately fubjeft to the 
company, or to thofe who, under the* apparent 
government of native fovereigns, are in a ftate 

much > 
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mucli lower, and much more miferable, than com- 
mon fubjeftion. 

The attention. Sir, which I wifli to preferve to 
method will not be confidered as unneceffary or 
aftecled. Nothing elfe can help me to feleftion 
s out of the infinite mafs of materials which have 
paffed under my eye; or can keep my mind fteady 
to the great leading points I have in view. 

With regard therefore to the abufe of the ex- 
ternal federal truft, I engage myfelf to you to 
make good thefe three pofitions: — Firft, I lay, 
that from mount Imaus, (or whatever elfe you 
call that large range of mountains that walls the 
northern frontier of India) where it touches U6 
in the latitude of twenty-tiine, to Cape Coma- 
rin, in the latitude of eight, that there is not a 
Jingle prince, ftate, or potentate, great or fmall, in 
India, with whom they have come dnto contaft, 
whom they have not fold. I fay foldj though 
fometimes they have not been able to deliver ac- 
cording to their bargain. — Secondly, I fay, that 
there is not a Jingle treaty they have ever made, 
which they have not broken. — Thirdly, I fay, that 
there is not a fingle prince or ftate, who ever put 
any truft in the company, who is not utterly 
ruined; -and that none are in any degree fccurc 
or flourifliing, but in the exact proportion to their 
fettled diftruft and irreconcileable enmity to this 
nation^ 

/ C3 Thefe 
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Thefe affertions are univerfal. I lay in the full 
fenfe univerfal. They regard the external and po- 
litical truft only; but I fliall produce others fully 
equivalent in the internal. Fpr the prefent, I 
fliall content myfelf with explaining my meaning; 
and if I am called on for proof whilft thefe bills 
are depending (which I believe I fliall not) I will 
put my finger on the appendixes to the reports, 
or on papers of record in the houfe, or the com- 
mittees, which I have diftincUy prefent to my me- 
. mory, and which I think I can lay before you at 
half an hour's warning. 

The firft potentate fold by the company for 
tnoney, was the Great Mogul — the defcendant of 
Tamerlane. This high perfonage, as high as hu- 
man veneration can look at, is by every account 
•amiable in his manners, refpcclable for his piety 
according to his mode, and. accompliftied in all 
the Oriental literature. All this, and the title de- 
rived under his charter^ to all that we hold in 
India, could not fave him from the general fale. 
Money is coined in his name; in his name juftice 
is adminiftered; he is prayed for in every te'mplc 
through the countries we poffefs — But he was fold. 

It is impoffible, Mr. Speaker, not to paufe here 
for a moment, to refled on ihe inconftancy of 
human greatnefs, and the ftupendous revolutions 
that have happened in our age of wonders. Could 
it be believed when I entered into exiftence, or 

when 
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when you, a younger man, were born, that on 
this day, in this houfe, wc fliould be employed in 
difcufling the condu<5l of thofe Britifh fubjecls 
who had difpofed of the power and perfon of the 
Grand Mogul? This is no idle fpeculation. Awful 
leffons are taught by it, and by other events, of 
which it IS not vet too late to profit. 

This is hardly a digreffion ; but I return to the 
fale of the Mogul. Two diftricls. Corah, and Al- 
lahabad, out of his immenfe grants, were reft rved 
•as a royal demefne to the donor of a kingdom, 
and the rightful fovereign of fo many nations. — 
After withholding the tribute of a5o,ooo/. a year, 
which the company was, by the charter they had ' 
received frqm this prince, under the moft folemn 
obligation to pay, thefe diftrifts were fold to his * 
chief minifter Sujah ul Dowlah; and, what may 
appear to fome the worft part of the tranfadion, 
thefe two diftricts were fold for fcarcely twd years 
purchafe. The defcendant of Tamerlane now 
ftands in need almoft of the common necefFaries 
of life; and in this fituation we do not even al- 
low him, as bounty, the fmalleft portion of what 
we 6we him in juftice. 

The next fale was that of the whole nation of 
the Rohillas, which the gran^ falefman, without a 
pretence of quarrel, and contrary to his own de- 
clared fenfe of duty and reftitude, fold to the fame 
Sujah ul Dowlah. He fold the people to utter ex- 

C 4 iirpalion^ 
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tirpation, for the fum of four hundred thoufend 
pounds. Faithfully was the bargain performed on , 
our fide. Hafiz Rhamct, the moft eminent of 
their chiefs, one of the braveft men of his time, 
and as famous throughout the Eaft for the ele- 
gance of his Jiterature, and thq fpirit of his po- 
etical compofitions (by which he fupported the 
name of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded 
with an army of an hundred thoufand men, and 
an Engli(h brigade. This man, at the head of in- 
feriour forces was flain valiantly fighting for his 
country. His head was cut off, and delivered for 
moneyto a barbarian. His wife and children, per- 
fons of that rank, were feen begging an handful 
of rice through the Englifli camp. The whole na- 
tion, with inconfiderablc exceptions, was flaugh> 
tered or bauiflied. The country was laid wafl:e 
with fire and fword; and that land, diftinguiftied ' 
above moft others by the cheerful face of pater- 
nal government and protected labour, the chofen ■ 
feat of cultivation and plenty, is now almofi: .; 
throughout a dreary defert, covered with rufhci. ' 
and briers, and jungles full of wild beafls. '■' ■. 

The BritifK officer who commanded in the do- ' ■ 
livery of the pe,ople thus fold, felt fome comptttic> "'; 
tion at his employment. He repi 
enormous exceffes to the prefident < 
which he received a fevcre reprimajic 
governor; and I much doubt wheth 
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caufed by the confliift, between the compiffioh o^ 
the military and the firmnefe of the civil gover- 
nor, be clofed at this hour. 

In Bengal, Seraja Dpwla vi^as fold to Mir JafEer ; 
Mir Jaffier was fold to Mir Coffim j and Mir Cof- 
fim was fold to Mir Jaffier again. The fucceffioa 
to Mir Jaffier was fold to his ddeft fon; — another 
fon of Mir Jaffier, Mobarech ul Dowla, was fold 
to his ftep-mother — The Maratta empire was fold 
to Ragoba; and Ragoba was fold and delivered 
to the Peifhwa of the Marat tas. Both Ragoba 
and the Peifhwa of the Marattas were offered to 
(ale to the rajah of Berar, Scindia, the diief of 
Malva, was offered to fale* to the lame rajah ; and 
the Subah of the Diecan was fold to the great 
trader Mahomet Ali, nabob of Arcot, To the 
fame nabob of Arcot they fold Hyder Ali and the 
kingdom of Myfore, To Mahomet Ali they twice 
fold the kingdom of Tanjore. To the fame Maho- 
met Ali they fold at leaft twelve fovereign princes, 
called the Polygars. But to keep things even, the 
territory of Tinnivelly, belonging to their nabob, 
they would have fold to the Dutch ; and to con- 
elude the account of fales, their great cuftomcr, the 
nabob of Arcot himfelf, and his lawful fucceffion, 
has been fold to his fecond fon. Amir ul Omrah, 
whofe charadcr, views, and conduft, are in the 
accounts upon yoiir table. It* remains with you 
whether they ihaU finally perfeft this lafl bargain. 

AU 
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All thefe bargains and fales were regularly at- 
tended with the wafte and havock of the country, 
always by the buyer, and fometimes by the object 
of the fale. This was explained to you by the 
honourable mover, when he ftated the mode of 
paying debts due from the country powers to the 
company.' An honourable gentleman, who is not 
now in his place, objecied to his jumping near 
two thoufand miles for an example. But the 
fouthern example is perfedly applicable to the 
northern claim, as the northern is to the fouthern; 
for, throughout the whole fpace of thefe two thou- 
fand miles, take your (land where you will, the 
proceeding is perfeftly uniform, and what is done 
in one part will apply exaftly to the other. 

My fecond affertion is, that the company never 
has made a treaty which they have not broken. 
This pofition is fo conne<3:ed with that of the fales 
of provinces and kingdoms, with the negotiation 
of imiverfal diftraclion in every part of India, that 
a very minute detail may well be fpared on this 
point. It has not yet been contended, by any 
enemy to the reform, that they haveobferved any 
•publick agreement. When I hear that they have 
done fo in any one inftance (which hitherto, I 
cbnfefs, I never heard alleged) I fliall fpeak to the 
particular treaty. The governour general has even 
amufed himfelf and the court of direftors in a very 
lingular letter, to that board, in which he admits he 

has 
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has^ not been very delicate with regard t6 publick 
faith ; and he goes fo for as to flate a regular efti- . 
mate of the fums which the company would have 
loft, or never acquired, if the rigid ideas of pub- 
lick faith entertained by his colleagues had been 
obferved. *The learned gentleman over agairtft 
me has indeed faved me much trouble. On a for- 
mer occafion he obtained no fmall credit, for the 
clear and forcible manner in which he ftated what 
we have not forgot, and I hope he has not forgot, 
that univerfal fyftematick breach of treaties whiqh 
had made the Britifh faith proverbial in the Eaft, 
It only remains, Sir, for me juft to recapitulate 
fome heads.— The treaty with the mogul, by which 
we ftipulated to pay him 26o,oool. annually, was 
broken. This treaty they have broken,* and not 
paid him a {hilling. They broke their treaty with 
tim, in which they ftipulated to pay 4oo,oool. a 
•year to thefoubah of BengaL They agreed with 
the mogul, for fervices admitted to have been per- 
formed, to pay Nudjif Cawn a p^nfion. They 
broke this article w^ith the reft, and flopped alfo 
this fmall penfion. They broke their treatieswith 
the nizam, and with Hyder Ali, As to the Ma- 
rattas, they had fo many crofs treaties with the 
ftates genqral of that nation, and with each of the 
chiefs, th^t it was notorious that no qne of thefe 
agreemenits could be kept without grofsly violat- 

. * Mr. Djandas, lord Advocate of Scotland. 
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ing the reft. It was obferved, that if the terms of 
thefe feveral treaties had been kept, two Britifh 
armies would at one and the fame time have met 
in the field to cut each other's throats. The wars 
which defolate India, originated from a moft atro- 
rcious violation of publick faith on our part. In the 
midft of profound peace, the company's troops in- 
vaded the Maratta territories, and furprifed the 
. ifland and fortrefs of Salfette. The Marattas ne- 
verthelefs yielded to a treaty of peace, by which 
folid. advantages were procured to the company. 
But this treaty, like every other treaty, was foon, 
violated by the company. Again the company 
invaded the Maratta dominions. The difafter that 
enfued gave occafion to a new treaty. The whole 
army of the company was obliged, in cfFeft, to fur- 
. render to this injured, betrayed, and infulted 
j)eople. Juftly irritated, however, as they were, 
the terms which they prefcribed were reafonable 
and moderate; and their treatment of their cap- 
tive invadeh of the moft diftinguiftied humanity. 
But the humanity of the Marattas was of no power 
whatfoever to prevail on the company to attsnd 
to the obfervance of the terms dictated by their 
moderation. The war was renewed with greater 
vigour than ever ; and fuch was their infatiable 
luft of plunder j that they never would have given 
^r to any terms of peace, if Hj^der Ali had not 
broke through the Gauts, and ruflung like a tor- 
rent 
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rent tnto the Carnatick, fwept away every thing ia 
his career. This was in confequence of that ccMfi- 
federaey, which by a fort of miracle united the 
moft difcordant powers for . our deftrudtion^ as a 
nation in which no other could put any truft, and 
who were the declared enemies of the human fpe- 

. cies. 

\x. is very remarkable, that the late controverfy 
between the feveral jprefideiicies, and between them 

.and the court of directors, with relation to thefe' 
wars and treaties, has not been, which of the par- 
ties might be defended for his ihare in them ; but 
on which of the parties the guilt of all this load 
of perfidy ihovild be fixed. But I am content to 
admit all thefe proceedings to be perfectly regular, 
to be full of honour and' good faith ; and wifh to 
fix your attention folely to that fingle tranfaftion 
which the advocates of this fyftem felect for fo 
tranfcendent a merit as to cancel the guilt of all 
the reft of their proceedings ; I mean the late trea- 
ties with the Marattas. 

I make no obfervation on the total ccflion of ter* 
fitory, by which they furrendered all they had 
obtained by their unhappy fucceffes in war, and 
fflmoft all they had obtained under the treaty of 
Poorunder. - The reftitution was proper^ if it had 
been voluntary and feafonable. I attach on the 
i|)irit of the treaty, the difpofitioHS it fliewed, the 

' provifions 



30 



SPEECH ON MR* FOX S 



pCoviiions it made for a general peace, ^d the 
£utk kept with allies and confederates ; in order 
that the houfe may form a judgment, from this 
chofen piece, of the ufe which has been made (and 
is likely to be made, if things continue in the fame 
hands) of the truft of the federal powers of this 
Country. 

It was the wiih of almoft every Englifhman, that 
the Maratta peace might lead to a general one ; 
becaufe the Maratta war was only a part of a 
general confederacy formed againft us on account 
of the univerial abhorrence of our condud which 
prevailed in every ftate and almqflin every houfe- 
in India. Mr. Haftings W2^s obliged to pretend 
fpnie fort of acquiefcence in this general and ra- 
tional defire. He therefore confeuted, in order to 
fatisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, that 
an article Ihould be infer ted to admit Hyder Ali 
to accede to the pacification. But obferve. Sir, 
the fpirit of this man (which if it were not made 
manifeft by a thoufand things, and particularly 
by his proceedings with regard to lord Macartney) 
would be fufficiently manifeft by this — ^What fort 
of article think you does he require this effential 
head of a folemn treaty of general pacification to 
be? In his inft ruction to Mr. Anderfon, he de*?. 
fires him to admit ^^2,' vague article** in favour of 
Hyder. EvafioA and fraud-were the declared bafis 

of 
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of the treaty^ Thefe vagite articles, intended for 
a more vague performance, are the things which 
have damned our reputation in India. 

Hardly was this vague article infcrted, than^ 
without waiting for any acb on the part of Hyder, 
Mr. Haftings enters into a negotiation with the 
Maratta chief, Scindia, for a partition of the ter- 
rltories of the prince who was one of the objects 
to be fecured by the treaty. He was to be par- 
celled out in three parts — one to Scindia; one to 
the peifliwa of die Marattas ; and the third to the 
Kaft India company, or to (the old dealer and 
chapman) Mahcmret Ali. 

During the formation of this projeft, Hyder 
dies^ and before his fon could take any one ftep, 
either to conform to die tenour of the article, or 
to contravene it, the treaty of partition is renewed 
on the old footing, and an inftruftion is fent to 
Mr. Anderfon to conclude it in form. 

A circumftance intervened, during the pen- 
dency of this negotiation, to fet ofFthe good faith 
of the company with an additional brilliancy, and 
to make it fparkle and glow with a variety of 
fplendid faces. General Matthews had reduced 
that moft valuable part of Hyder^s dominions called 
theCountry of Biddenore. When the news reached 
Mr. Haftings he inftrucled Mr. Anderfon to con- 
tend for an alteration in the treaty of partition, 
and to take the Biddenore C9untry out of the com-. 

mon 
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men ftock which was to be divided, and to ke^ 
it for the company. 

The firft ground for this variation was its being 
a feparate conqueft made before the treaty bad ac^ 
tually taken place. Here was a new proof given 
of the fairnefs, equity^ and moderation of the 
company. But the fecond of Mr. Haftings's rea- 
ibnsfor retaining the Biddenoreas a ftparate por-^ 
tion, and his conduA on that fecond ground, is 
fiill more remarkable. He aflerted that that coun- 
try could not be put into the partition ftock, be- 
caufe general Matthews had received it on the 
terms of fome convention, which might be incom- 
patible with thq partition propofed. This was a 
reafon in itfelf both honourable and folid ; and it 
Ihewed a regard to faith fomewhere, and with 
Ibme perfbns. But in order to demonftrate his 
utter contempt of the plighted fisuth which was 
alleged on one part as a reafon for departing from 
it on another, and to prove his impetuous defire 
for fowing a new war, even in the prepared foil 
of a general pacification, he direAs Mr. Anderfon, 
if he fhould find ftrong difficulties impeding the 
partition, on the fcore of the fubtradlipn of Bid- 
denore, wholly to abandon that daim, and to con- 
clude the treaty on the original terms. General 
Matthews's convention was juft brought forward 
fuffidently to demonftrate to the Marattas the flip- 
pery hold which they had on their new confede- 

ratej 



t'ate; on the other hand that convention being in* 
ftaatly abandoncd,the people of India were taught, 
that no terms on which they can furrender to the 
company are to be regarded when farther con* 
quefts are in view. 

Next, Sir, let me bring before you the pious 
care that was taken of our allies under that treaty 
which is the fubjeft of the company's applaufes* 
Thefe allies were Ragonaut Row, for whom we 
had engaged to find a throne ; the Guickwar, (one 
of the Guzerat princes) who was to be emanci- 
pated from the Maratta authority, and to grow 
great by feveral acceffions of dominion j and laftly, 
the rana of Gohud, with whom we had entered 
into a treaty of partition for eleven fifteenths of 
our joint conqueflis. Some of thrfe ineftimable fe* 
curities, called vague articles, were inferted in fa- 
vour of them all« 

As to the firfli, the unhappy abdicated peifhwa, 
and pretender to the Maratta throne, Ragonaut 
Row was delivered up to his people, with an ar- 
ticle for fafety, and fome provifion. This man, 
knowing how little vague the hatred of his cdun* 
trymen was towards him, and well appfifed of 
what bbck crimes he ftood accufed (among which 
our invafion of his country would liot appear the 
Icaft) took a mortal alarm at the fecuf ity we had 
provided for him. He was thunderftruck at the 
article in his favour, by which he was furrendered 

yal.IV. ♦ D to 
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to his eiiemies. He never had the leaft notice o( 
the treaty; and it was apprehended that he would 
-fly to theproteftion of Hyder Ali, or fome other^ 
^iifpofed or able to protedt him. He was therefore 
not left \^^ithout comfort; for Mr. Anderfon did 
him the favour to fend a fpecial meifenger, delir- 
ing him to be of good cheer and to fear nothing. 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our requeft, fent 
iiim a meflage equally well calculated to quiet his 
apprehenfions. 

By the fame treaty the Guickwar was to come 
again, with no better fecurity, under the domi* 
nion of the Maratta ftate. As to the rana of Go-* 
tud, a long negotiation depended for giving him 
up. At firft this was refufed by Mr- Haftings with 
great indignation ; at another ftage it was admit* 
ted as proper, becaufe he had fliewn himfelf a moft 
perfidious perfon. But at length a method of 
reconciling thefe extremes was found out, by con- 
triving one of the ufual articles in his favour. 
What I believe will appear beyond all belief, Mr,. 
Anderfon exchanged the final ratifications of that 
treaty by which the rana was nominally fecured in 
his poffcflions, in the camp of the Maratti chief, 
Scindia, whilft he was (really, and not nominally) 
battering the caftle of Gualior, which we had 
given, agreeably to treaty, to this deluded ally. 
Scindia had already reduced the town; and was 
at the very time, by various detachments, reduc- 
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ihg, onCi after aaothQr, the fortreffes of but pro- 
tefted ally, as well as in the aft of chaftifing all the 
jrajahs who had affift^d colonel Carnad in .his- ifiva- 
fioji, 1 have feen in a letter from Calcutta^ that 
the rana of Gohud's agent would have reprefented 
thefe hoftilities (which went hand in hand with the 
protecting treaty) to Mr. Haftings; but he was 
not admitted to his prefeQce. . ' > . 

In this manner the company has acfled with their 
allies in the Maratta war. But they did not reft 
here: the Marattas were fearful left the perfons 
delivered to them by that treaty fliould attempt to 
dfcape into the Britifli territories, and thus might 
elude the puniflxment intended for them,' and by 
reclaiming the treaty, might ftir up new difturb* 
ances. To prevent this, they defired an article to 
be inferted in the' fupplemental treaty, to which 
they had the ready confent bfMn Haftings, and 
the reft of the company's reprefentatives in Ben* 
gal It was this, " That the Englifli and Maratta 
^^' governments mutually agree not to afford re- 
** fuge to any chiefs^ merchants^ or other perfons^ 
" flying for protection to the territories of the 
" other,*' This was readily affented to, and affented 
to without any exception whatever, in favour of 
our furrendered allies. On their part a reciprocity 
was ftipulated which was not unnatural for a go^ 
vcrnnxent like the company's to alk; a govern- 
Slept confcioijB that many fubjecls had been, and 
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would in future be, driven to fly from its jurif 
didion. 

To complete the fyftem of padfick intention and 
publlck faith, which predominate in thefe treaties, 
Mr. Haftings fairly refolved to put all peace, ex- ^ 
cept on the terms of abfolute conqueft, wholly out 
of his own power. For, by an article in this fe- 
cohd treaty with Scindia, he binds the company 
not to make any peace with Tippoo Saheb, with- 
out the confent of the peifhwa of the Marattasj 
and binds Scindia to him by a reciprocal engage- 
ment. The treaty between France and England 
obliges us mutually to withdraw our forces, if our 
allies in India do not accede to the peace within 
four months ; Mr. Haftings^s treaty obliges us to 
continue the war as long as the peifbwa thinks fit. 
We are now in that happy fituation,that the breach 
of the treaty with France, or the violation of that 
with the Marattas, is inevitable ^ and we have only 
to take our choice. 

My third aflertion, relative to the abufe made 
of the right of war and peace is, that there arc 
none who have ever confided in us who have not 
been utterly ruined. The examples I have given 
of Ragonaut Row, of Guickwar, of the rana of 
Gohud, are recent. There is proof more than 
enough in the condition of the mogul; in the' 
flavery and indigence of the nabob of Oude ; the 
exile of the rajah of Benaresr; the beggary of the 

* nabob 
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nabob of Bengal; the undone and captive coiuU^ 
(ion of the rajah and kingdom of Tanjour; the 
deftrudlion of the polygar§; and laftly, in the de- 
ftruftion pf the nabob of Arcot himielf, who> 
when his dominions were invaded, was found en- 
Itirely deftitute of troops, provifions, ftores, and 
(as he afferts) of money, being a million in debt to 
the company, and four millions to others : the 
many millions which he had extorted from fo 
many extirpated princes and their defolated coun-^ 
jtries having (as he has frequently hinted) been ex- 
pended for the ground rent of his manfion»hou£e 
in an ^lley in the fuburbs of Madras. Compare 
the condition of all thefe princes with the power 
and authority of all the Maratta ftates; with the 
independence and dignity of the Soubah of the 
Decan; and the mighty ftrength, the refourccs, 
and the manly ftruggle of Hy der Ali ; and then 
the houfe will difcover the efFefts on every power 
in India, of an eafy confidence, or of a rooted dit 
truft in the faith of the company. 

Thefe ate fome of my reafons, grounded on the 
abufe of the external political truft of that body, 
for thinking myfelf not onlyjuftified, but bound, 
to declare ag^nft thofe chartered rights which pro- 
duce fp many wrongs. I fliould deem myfelf the 
wickedeft of men, if any vote of mine could con- 
' tribute to the continuance of fo great an evil. 

Now, Sir, according to the plan I propofed, I 
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ihall take hotice of the company's internal govern-* 
meiit, as it is exercifed firft on the dependent pro- 
^hces, and then as it affects thofe under the dired: 
aiid immediate authority of that body. And here. 
Sir, before I enter into the fpirit of their intcriour 
government, permit me to obferve to you, upon 
a few of the many lines of difference which are to 
be found between the vices of the company*s go- 
vernment, and thofe of the conquerors who pre- 
ceded us in India ; that we may be enabled a little 
the better to fee our way in an attempt to the ne- 
ciffary reformation. 

The feveral irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and 
Pcrfians, into India were, for the greater part, fe- 
rocious?, bloody, and wafteful in the extreme: 
()ur entrance into the dominion of that country, 
was, as generally, with fmall comparative effufion 
of blood; being introduced by various frauds and 
delufions, and by takingadvantage of the incurable, 
blind, and fenfelefs animofity, which the feveral 
country powers bear towards each other, rather 
than by-open force. But the difference in favour of 
the firft conquerors is this ; the Aliatick conquerors 
vcfy fooh abated of their ferocity, becaufe they 
mads the conquered country their own. They 
J-ofe or fell with the rife or fall of the territory 
they lived in. Fathers there depofited the hopes 
of their pofterity; and children there beheld the 
monument? of their fathers. Here their lot was 

finally 
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jlnally caft ; and it is the natiiral wiflx of all^ that 
tlieir lot fliould not be caft in a bad land. Poverty, 
Jlerility, and defolation, are not a recreating prof- 
peel to die eye of man ; and there ^ are very few 
who can bear to grow old anaong the curfes of « 
whole people. If their paflion or their avarice 
drove the Tartar lords to acts of rapacity or ty- 
ranny, there was time enough, even in the fhort 
life of man, to bring round the ill effects of an 
abufe of power upon the power itfelf. . If hoards 
were made by violence and tyranny, they were 
ftiil domeftick hoards ; and domeftick profufion, 
or the rapine of a more powerful and prodigal 
hand, reftored them to the people. With many 
diforders, and with few poUtical checks upon 
power, nature had ftill fair play; the fources of 
acquifition were not dried up; and therefore the 
trade, the manufactures, and the commerce of the 
country floi^riflied. Even avarice and ufury itfelf 
.operated^ both for the prefervation and the em*- 
ployment of national wealth. The hufbandman 
and manufacturer paid heavy intereft, but then 
they augmented the fund from whence they wer^ 
again to borrow. Their refources were dearly 
bought, but they were fure ; and the general ftock 
of the community grew by the general eflfort. 

. But under the Englifh government all this order 
is reverfed. The Tartar invafion was mifchievous : 

but it is our protection that deftroy^^Jiidia^ It 
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vns their enmity, but it is our friendfliip. Our 
conqueft there, after twenty years, is as crude aft 
it was the firft day. The natives fcarcely know 
what it is to fee the grey head of an Englifhman* 
Young men (boys almoft) govern there, without 
fociety, and without fympathy with the natives* 
They have no more fecial habits with the people, 
than if they ftill refided in England j nor indeed 
jmy fpecies of intercourfe but that which is necef* 
fary to making a fudden fortune, with a view to 
a remote fettlement. Animated with all the ava-^ 
rice of age, and all the impetuofity of youth, tkey 
roll in one after another ; wave after wave ; and 
there is nothing before the eyes of the natives but 
anendlefs, hopelefs profpect of new flights of birds 
t)f prey and paffage, with appetites continually 
renewing for a food that is continually wafting* 
Every rupee of profit made by an Englifhman is 
loft for ever to India, With us are no retributory 
Tuperftitions, by which a foundation of charity 
compenfates, through ages, to the poor, for the 
rapine and injuftice of a day. With us no pride 
trefts ftately monuments which repair the miff- 
chiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn 
^ country out of its own fpoils. England has 
crefted no churches, no hofpitals, * no palaces, no 
fchools ; England has built nq l^ridges, jxiade no 

♦ The paltry foundation at Cj^cutta v» scarcely worth nam? 
ing as an exception, 
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high roads, cut no navigations, dug cmt nfo h£^ 
voirs. Every other conqueror of every other de* 
fcription has left fome monument, either of fiate 
or beneficence, behind him. Were we to be 
driven out of India this day, nothing woidd re- 
main, to tell that it had been poffeiTed, during the 
inglorious period of our dominion, by any thing 
better than the ouran-outang or the tiger. 

There is nothing in the boys we ifend to India 
worfe, than in the boys whom we are whipping at 
fchool, or that we f^e trailing a pike, or bepding 
over a defk at hoilie. But as Engliih youth ia 
India drink the intoxicating draught of authority 
and dominion before their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full grown in fortune long he- 
fore they are ripe in^principle, neither nature nor 
reafon have any opportunity to exert themfelves 
for repiedy of the excefles of their premature 
power. The confequences of their condud, which 
in good minds, (and many of theirs are probably 
fuch) might produce penitence or amendment, arc 
unable to purfue the rapidity of their flight. Their 
prey is lodged in England; and the cries of India 
are given to feas and winds, to be blown about, 
in every breaking up of the monfoon, over a. re- 
mote and unhearing ocean. In India all the vices 
operate by which fudden fortune is acquired ; in 
England are often difplayed by the fame perfons, 
the virtues which difpenie hereditary wealth. Ar-> 
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rived in England, the deftroyers of the npbility 
and gentry of a whole kingdom will find the beft 
company in this nation, at a board of elegance and 
hofpitality. Here the manufacturer and hufband-r 
«ian will blefs the juft and punctual hand that in 
India has torn the cloth from the loom, or wrefted 
^he icanty portion of rice and fitlt from the peafant 
of Bengal, or wrung ^from him .the very opium in 
.which he forgot his oppreflions and his oppreffor. 
They marry into your families; they enter into 
your fenate; they eafe your eftates by loans; they 
raife their value by demand ; they cherifti and 
proteft your relations whicl^ lie heavy on your pa- 
tronage; and there is fcarcely an houfe in the 
•kingdom that does not feel fome concern and in^ 
tereft that makes all reform of our eaftern govern- 
,ment appear officious and difgufting; and on the 
whole, a.moft difcouraging attempt. In fuch an at- 
tempt you hurt thofe who are able to return kindr 
nefe, or to refent injury. If you fucceed, you 
iave thofe who cannot fo much as give you thanks* 
Altthefe things fliew the difficulty of the worlj: 
we have on hand: but they fhew its neceffity too. 
.Our Indian government is in its beft ftate a griev- 
ance. It is neceffary that the correftives fhould 
be uncommonly vigorous; and the work of men, 
jBmguine, warm, and even impaffioncd in the 
iiaufe. But it is an arduous thing to plead againft 
abufes of^^^povvej: which or igigiates from your owij 
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coatotry; i^nd afFefts thofe whom we arc ufed to 

cotvfidei^ as ftf angers. 

1 (halt certainly endeavour to modulate myfelf 
to this temper ; though I am fenfible that a cold 
ftyle of defcribing aftions which appear to me in 
a very afFefting light, is equally contrary to the 
juftice due to the people, and to all genuine hu- 
man feelings about them. I afk pardon of truth 
and nature for this compliance. But I fhall bcj 
very fparing of epithets either to perfons or things^ 
It has been faid (and, with regard to one of them,- 
with truth) that Tacitus and Machiavel, by their 
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have irt 
fome fort appeared not to difapprove them ; that 
they feem a fort of pfofeffors of the art of ty* 
ranny, and that they corrupt the minds of their 
readers, by not expreffing the deteftation and hor- 
rourthat naturally belong to horribleand deteftablc 
proceedings. But we are in general, Sir, fo little 
acquainted with Indian details; the inftruments 
of oppreflion under which the people fuflfer are fo 
hard to be underftood ; and even the very names 
of the fufferers are To uncouth and ftrange to our 
ears, that it is very difficult for our fympathy to 
fix upon thefe objefts. I am fur^ that fome of us 
have come down flairs from the committee-room, 
with impreffions on our minds, which to us were 
the inevitable refults of our difcoveries, yet if we 
ihould venture to exprefs ourfelves, in the proper 

language 
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language of our fentiments, to other gentlemen^ 
not at all prepared to enter into the caufe of them, 
nothing could appear more harfh and diffonant^ 
more violent and unaccountable, than our ian* 
guage and behaviour. All thefe circumftances are 
not, I confefs, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at all. But there we 
are; there we are placed by the Sovereign Difr 
pofer; and we muft do the beft we can in ouj? 
^tuation. The iituation of man i$ the preceptojp 
of his duty* 

Upon the plan which I laid down, and to which 
I beg leave tp return, I was confidering the con- 
dud: of the company to thofe nations which are 
indireftly fubject to their authority. The moft 
conliderable of the dependent princes is the nabob 
of Oude. * My right honourable friend, to whom 
we owe the remedial bills on yOur table, has air 
ready pointed out to you, in one of the reports, 
the condition of that prince, and as it ftood in 
the time he alluded to. I ihall only add a few 
circumftances that may tend to awaken fome fenfe 
of the manner in which the condition of the people 
is affected by that of the prince, and involyed in 
it; and to fhew you, that when we talk of the 
fufferings of princes, we do • not lament the op- 
preffion of individuals ; and that in thefe cafes the 
high and the low fuffer together* 

* Mr. Fox. 
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tn the year 1779, the nabob of Oude reprefent* 
ed, through the Britifti rcfident at his court, th>t 
the number of company's troops ftatkmed in his 
4ominions was a main caiife of his diftrefs ; and 
that all thofe which he was not bound by treaty 
to maintain fliould be withdrawn, as they had 
greatly diminiflied his revenue, and impoveriflied 
his country. I will read you, if you pleafe, a few 
cxtrads from thefe reprefentations. 

He ftates, " that the country and cultivation 
*' are abandoned ; and this year in particular, 
from the exceffive drought of the feafon, deduc- 
tions of many lacks having been allowed to the 
^* £urn)ers, who are ftill left unfetisfied;" and then 
he proceeds with a long detail of his own diftrefe, 
and that of his fam^y , and all his dependants ; 
and adds, *' that the ncw-raifed brigade is not 
" only quite ufelefs to my government, but is 
•* moreover the caufe of much lofs, both in reve- 
•* nues and. cuftoms. The detached body of troops 
* under European oficcrs bring nothing but con* 
fujion to the affairs of my government^ and are en-- 
tirelyjheir own majlers!^ Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Haftings*s confidential refident, vouches for the 
truth of this reprefentation in its fulleft extent. 
" I am concerned to confefs, that there is too good 
" ground for this plea. The misfortune has been 
" general throughout the whole of the vizier's [tht 
** nabob of Oude] dominions^ obvious to every 
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body ; and fo fatal have been its confcqiienCe?^ 
that no perfon of either credit or charafter^ 
would enter into engagements with government 
for farming the country/* He then proceeds 
to give ftrdng iriftances of the general calamity^ 
and its efiecls. 

It was now to be feen what fteps the governor-; 
general and council took for the relief of this dif- 
treffed country^ long labouring under the vexa* 
tions of men, and now ftricken by the hand of 
God. The cafe of a general famine is^ known to 
relax the feverky even of the moft rigorous go- 
vernment. — Mx4 Haftings does not deny^ or fliew 
the leaft doubt of the fact* The reprefentation is 
humble, and almoft abjed. On this reprefenta* 
tion from a great prince of the diftrels of his fub- 
jedSjMr. Haftings falls into a violent paffioii j ftich; 
(as it feems) would be unjuftifiable in any one who • 
fpeaks of any part of hU condu6t. He declares^ 
that the demands^ the tone in which they were 
aflerted, and the feafon in which they were 
made, are all equally alarming, and appear to 
him to require an adequate degree of firmnef» 
" in this board, in oppojition to them.*' He pro-* 
ceeds to deal out very unreferved language, an 
the perfon and character of the nabob and his miw 
nifters. He declares, that in a divifion between 
him and the nabob, " the Jirongeji muji decide'^ 
With regard to the urgent and inftant neceflity, 
.m> from 
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frbm the failure of the crops, he fiiys, ^' that per^ 
baps expedients ?nay be found for affi^rding a 
gradual relief from the burthen of which he. fo 
heavily complains, and it fhall be my endeavotif 
*' to fe6k them oiit:" and left he fliould be fuA 
peeled of too much hafte to alleviate fufferings^ 
and to remove violence, he fays, "that thefe muft 
be gradually applied, and their complete effeS 
may.be dijianty arid this I conceive ./x all he caa 
daito of tight/* 
This complete efFeft of his lenity, is diftant in- 
deed. . Rejecting this demand, (as he calls the na- 
bob's abject fupplication) he attributes it, as he 
ufually does all things of the kind^ to the divifion 
in their government; and fays, " this is a power- 
" ful motive with me (however inclined 1 might 
be^ upon any other occafton^ to yield to fome part 
of his demand) to give them an abfolute and un^ 
conditional refufal uipon the prefent; and even Yd 
bring to punijhment, if my influence can produce that 
effedj thoje incendiaries who have endeavoured t^ 
makt themfelves the injirianents of divifion between 
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Here, Sir, is much heat arid pafllon; but no 
more cdnfideratlon of the diftrefs of the country, 
from a failure of the means of fubfiftence, and (if 
pofllble) the worfe evil of an ufelefs and licentious 
foldiery, than if they were the moft contemptible 
of all trifles, A letter is written in confequence, 

ia 



48 sntcH OK MR. Fox^d 

in fuch a ftylc of lofty defpotifin, as I bdieve ha^ 
liitfaerto been unexampled and unheardof in thef 
records of the Eaft. The troops were continued. 
The gradual relief, whofe effeft was to be fo di/* 
fant^ has never been fublbintially and beHefidally 
applied-«-and the country is ruined. 

Mr. Haftings, two years after, when it was too 
late, faw the abfoiute neceffity of a removal of 
the intolerable grievance of this licentious foldiery, 
which, under pretence of defending it, held the 
country under military execution. A new treaty 
and arrangeQient, according to the pleafure of 
Mr. Haftings, took place; and this new treaty was 
broken in the old manner, in every efiential ar*- 
tide. The foldiery were again fent, and again fet 
loole. The effed of all his manoeuvres, from 
which it feems he was fanguine enough to enter^ 
tain hopes, upon the ftate of the country, he him-^ 
felf informs us, " the event has proved the reverje 
** of his hopes, and accumulation of di/irefsy dehafe* 
** meniy and diJfatUfaBion to the nabob, and dif* 
•* appointment and difgrace to me.'-^'EvcrY meafurO' 
*' fwhich he had himfelf propofed] has been Jb 
conducted as to give him caufe of difpleafurej 
'there are no officers eftabliihed by which his af* 
** fairs could be regularly conducted ; mean, m- 
^^ capable, and indigent men have been appointed. 
•• A number of the diftridl* without authority^ 
*^ and without the means of perfonal protedion ; 
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^* fome of them have been murdered. by the ze- 
*^ mindars/ and thofe zemindars^ iriftead ' of pu^ 
*' nifliment, have been permitted to retain their 

zemihdaries, with independent authority; all 

the other zemindars fuffered to rife up in rebel- 
^' lion^ and to infult the authority of the fircar, 
"without^ any attempt made to fupprefs them; 
♦^ and the company ^s debt, inftead of being dif- 
" charged by the alignments and extifaordihary 
.'' fources of money provided for that purpofe^ is 
*' likely to exceed even thd amount at which lijlood at 
.'* the time in which the qrrangetnent with his excellency 
" was concludedi* The houfe will fmile at the re- 
fource on which the directors take credit as fuch 
a certainty in their curious account. 

This is Mr. Haftings'^ own narrative of the ef- 
fefts of his own fettlemcJnt* This is the ftate of 
the country which we have been told is in perfect 
peace and order; and, what is curipus, he informs 
us, that every part of this zvas foretold to hini iii the 
order and manner in which it happened , at the very 
time he made his arrangement of men and mea- 
fures. 

The invariable courfe of the company's policy 
is this : Either they fet up "fome prince too odious 
to maintain himfelf without the necellity of their 
^ffiftance; or they foon render him odious, by 
making him the infttument of their governments 
In that cafe troops are bountifully fent to him to 
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maintain his authority. That he fliould have no 
want of affiftance, a civil gentleman, called a refi- 
dent, is kept at his court, who, under pretence 
of providing duly for the pay of thefe troops, gets^ 
aifignments on the revenue into his hands. Under 
his provident management, debts foon accumu- 
late; new aflignnients are made for thefe debts; 
until, ftep by ftep, the whole revenue, and with it 
the whole powtr of the country, is delivered into 
his hands. The military do not behold without 
a virtuous emulation the moderate gains of the 
civil department. They feel that, in a country 
driven to habitual rebellion by the civil govern- 
ment, the military is neceflary ; and they will not 
permit their fervices to go unrewarded. Trafe of 
country are delivered over to their difcretion. 
Then it is found proper to convert their command- 
ing officers into farmers of revenue. Thus between 
the well paid civil, and well-rewarded military 
eftablifhment, the fituation of the natives may be 
eafily conjedured. The authority of the regular 
and lawful government is every where and in 
every point extinguifhed. Diforders and violences 
arife; they are repreffed by other diforders and 
other violences. Wherever the collectors of the 
revenue, and the farming colonels and majors 
move, ruin is about them, rebellion before and 
behind them. The people in crowds fly out of the 
country ; and the frontier is guarded by lines of 

troops, 
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troops^ not to exclude an enemy, but to prevent 
the efcape qf the inhabitants. 

By thcfe means, in the courfe of not more than 
four or five years, thi^ once opulerit and flourifli- 
ing country, which, by the accounts ^ven in the 
BcQgid confultation^, yielded more than three 
crore of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millions 
ftcrling annually, is reduced, as far as I can dif- 
cover, in a matter purpofely involved in the ut- 
moft perplexity, to lefs than one million three 
hundred thoufand pounds, and that exacted by 
every mode of rigour that can be devifed. To 
complete the bufineis, moft of the wretched rem- 
nants of this revenue are mortgaged, and deliver- 
ed into the hands of the ufurers at Benares (for 
there alone are to be found fome lingering remains 
of the ancient wealth of thefe regions) at an in- 
tereft of near thirty per cent, per annum. 
. ' The revenues in this manner failing, they 
feized upon the eftates of every perfon of emi- 
nence in the country, and under the name of re- 
funiption^ confifcated their property. I wifh. Sir, 
to be underftood univerfally and literally, when I 
a&rt, that there is not left one man of property 
and fubftance for his rank, in the whole of thefe 
provinces, in provinces which are nearly the ex- 
tent of England and Wales taken together. Not 
01;^ landholder, not one banker, not one mer- 
chant, not -one even ofthofewho ufually perifli 

Es laft. 
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la^ft, the ultimum moriens in a ruined ftate, not one 
farmer of revenue. 

. One country for a while remained, which flood 
as an ifland in the midft of the grand wafte of the 
company's dominion. My right honourable friend, 
injiis admirable fpeech on moving the bill,juft 
touched the fituation, the offences, and the pu- 
nifliment of a native prince, called FizuUa Khan. 
This man, by policy and force, had protected him- 
felf from the general extirpation of the Rohilla 
chiefs. He was fecured (if that were any feeurity) 
by a treaty. It was ftated to you, as it was ftated 
by the enemies of that unfortunate man — " that 
'^ the whole of his country is what the whole 
^ ;^ountry of the Rohillas was, cultivated like a 
''garden, without one neglected fpot in it.'*-^ 
.4tnQt|ier accufer fays, .*' Fyzoolah Khan, though 

a bad foldier, [that is the true fource of his mis- 
•^ffwrtune] has approved himfelf a good aumil^ 

having, it is; fuppofed, in the courfe of afew 

fc • '. 

years, at leaft doubled the population and revenue 
" of his country." — In another part of the corre- 
fpondence he is charged with making his country 
an afylum for the oppreffed peafants, who fly from 
the territories of Qude. The improvement of his 
revenue, arifing from this fingle crime, (which 
Mr. Haftings confiders as tantamount to treafon) 
is ftated at ap hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
a year.. 



V 
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Dr. S\Vift fomewhere fays, that he who x:ould 
make two blades of grafs grow where but one 
grew; before, was a greater benefactor to the hu- 
man race than all the politicians that ever exifted. 
This prince, who would have been deified by an- 
tiquity, who would have been ranked with Ofiris, 
and Bacchus, and Ceres, and the divinities moil 
propitious to men, was, for thofe very merits, by 
name attacked by the company^s government, as 
a cheat, a robber, a traitor. In the fame breath 
in which he was accufed as a rebel, he was ordered 
at once to furnifh 5,000 horfe. On delay, or (ac- 
cording to the technical phrafe, when any remon- 
ftrance is made to them) " on evafion^^ he was de- 
clared a violator of treaties, and every thing he had 
was to be taken from him. — ^Not one word, how- 
ever, of horfe in this treaty* 

The territory of this FizuUa Khati, Mr. Speaker, 
is lefs than the county of Norfolk. It is an inland 
country, full feven hundred miles from any fea- 
port, and not diftinguiflied for any one confide- 
r able branch of manufacture whatfoever. From 
this territory feveral very confiderable fums had 
at feveral times been paid to the Britifli refident. 
The demand of cavalry, without a fliadow or de- 
cent pretext of right, amounted to three hundred 
thpufand a year more, at the loweft computation; 
and it is ftated, by the laft perfon fent to negotiate, 
;is 5L cjemand of little ufe, if it could be complied 

£3 with; 
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with; but that the compliance was impoffible, as it 
amounted to more than his territories could fup* 
ply, if there had been no other demand upon him 
— three hundred thoufand pounds a year from an 
inland country not fp large as Norfolk! 

The thing moft extraordinary was to hear the 
culprit defend himfelf from the imputation of his 
virtues, as if they had been the blackeft offences. 
He extenuated the fuperiour cultivation of his 
country. He denied its population. He endea- 
voured to prove that he had often fent back the 
poor peaiant that fought flielter with him. — 1 can 
make no obfervation on this. 

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too 
fatiguing to you, too difgufting to me, to go 
through with, they found " that they ought to 
" be in a better ftate to warrant forcible means;" 
they therefore contented themfelves with a grofs 
fum of 1 5o",ocx) pounds for their prefcnt demand. 
They ofiered him indeed an indemnity from their 
exactions in future for three hundred thoufand 
pounds more. But he refiifed to buy their fecu- 
rities ; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty : 
but if the plea were not founded, in^my opinion 
very wifely; not choofing to deal any more in 
that dangerous commodity of the company's faith; 
and thinking it better to oppofe diftrefs and un- 
armed obftinacy to uncoloured exaftion, than to 
fubjeft himfelf to be confidcred as a cheat, if he 

Ihould 
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fhould make a treaty in the leaft beneficial to him- 
fdf. 

Thus they executed an exemplary punifhment 
on FizuUa Khan for the culture of his country. 
But, confcious that the prevention of evils is the 
great objeft of all good regulation, they deprived 
him of the means of increafing that criminal culti- 
vation in future, by exhaufting his coffers; and, 
that the population of his country fhould no more 
be a ftanding reproach and libel on the company's 
government, they bound him, by a pofitive engage- 
ment, not to afford any Ihelter whatfoever to the 
farmers and labourers whq fhould feek refuge in 
his territories, from the exadions of the Britifh rc- 
fidents in Oudc, When they had done all this ef- 
feftually, they gave him a full and complete ac-^^ 
quittance from all charges of rebellion, or of any 
intention to rebel, or of his having originally had 
any interefl in, or any iiieans of rebellion. 

Thcfe intended rebellions are one of the com-? 
pany 's flanding refources. When money has been 
thought to be heaped up any where, its owners 
are univ^rfally accufed of rebellion, until they are 
acquitted of their money and their treafons at 
once. The money once taken, all accufation, trial, 
and punifhment ends. It is fo fettled a refource, 
that I rather bonder ho>v it comes to be omitte4 
in the dire(5k)rs account; but I take it for granted 
this omiflion will befupplied in their next edition. 

E4 The 
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" The company ftFetched this refource to the fulf • 
extent, when they accufed two old woiTien,in the 
remoteft corner of India (who could have no poi- 
liblc view or motive to raifc difturbances) of being 
engaged in rebellion, with ^n intent to drive out 
the Engliili nation, in whofe proteftion, purchafed 
by money and fecured by treaty, refted the fole 
hope of their e^ciftence. But tJie company wante4 
money, and the old womuen viuji be guilty of a 
plot. They were apcufed of rebellion, and they 
were conyicled of wealthy Twice had great fums 
been extorted from them, and as often had the 
Britifh faith guaranteed the remainder. A body 
of Britifli troops, with one of the military farmers 
general at their head, was fent to feize upon the 
caftle in which thefe helplefs women refided. Their 
chief eunuchs, who were their agents, their guar^ 
dians, protectors, perfons of high rank according 
to the Eaftdm manners, and of great truft, werd- 
thrown into dungeons, to piake them difcover 
their hidden treafures ; and there they lie at pre- 
fent. ' The lands affigned- for the maintenance of 
the wdfnen were feized and confifcated. Their 
jewels and effects were taken, and fet up tp a pre^ 
tended auftion in an obfcure place, and bought at 
fuch a price as the gentlemen thought proper to 
Hve. No account has ever been tranfmitted of 
the articles or produce of this fale. What money 
was obtained'iS' tmknown, or what* terms were 

'^ ftipulated 
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ftipulated for the maintenance of thefe defpoileci 
and forlorn creatures ; for by fome particulars it ' 
appears as if an engagement of the kind w49 
made. 

Let me here remark, once for all, that though 
the aft of 1773 requires that an account of all pro* 
ceedings fliould be diligently tranfmitted, that this 
hke all the other injunctions of the la\v, is totally, 
defpifed ; and that half at leaft of the ipoft iinpor- 
tant papers are intentionally withheld, 

I wifli you J Sir, to advert particularly, in this 
tranfadion, to the quality and the numbers of the 
perfons fpoiled^ and the iiaftrument by whom that 
{poll was madcr Thefe ancient matrons called the 
Begums, or Princeffes, were of the firft birth and 
quality in India, the one mother, the other wife, 
of the late nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince 
.poffeffed of extcniive and flourifliing dominions, 
and the fecond man in the Mogul empire. This 
prince (fufpicious, and not unjuftly fufpicious, pf 
his fon ^nd fucceflfor) at his death committed his 
treafures and his family to the Britilh faith, That 
family and houfehold, confifted of iwQ thoufand 
wom^n-y to which were added two other fcraglios 
of near kindred, apd faid to be extyeinely numcr 
Tous, and (as I am well informed) of about four- 
fcore of the nabob's children, with all the eunuchs, 
fh^ ancient feryants, and a multitude of the de- 

pendants 
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pendants of his fplendid court. Thefc were all to 
be provided, for prefent maintenance and future 
eftablifliment, from the lands affigned as dower^ 
and from the treafures which he left to thefe ma- 
trons, in truft for the whole family. 

So far as to the objefts of the fpoil. The injlru'- 
menf chofen by Mr. Haftings to defpoil the reii& 
of Sujah Dowlah was ber own fon^ the rdgning 
nabob of Oude. It was the pious hand of z fon 
that was felecled to tear from his mother and 
grandmother the provifion of their age, the ifiain- 
tenance of his brethren, and of all the ancient 
houfehold of his father. [Here a laugh from fonie 
young membersJ-^The laugh \%feafonable^ and thct 
occafion decent and proper. 

By the laft advices fomething of the fum ex-, 
torted remained unpaid. The women in defpahr 
refufed to deliver more, unlefs their lands are re- 
^ored, and their minifters releafed from prifon: 
bmt Mr. Haftings and his council, fteady to their 
pdint, and confiftent to the laft in their Conduct, 
write to the refident to ftimulate the fon to accom- 
j^iUh the filial ad:^ he had brought fo near to theif 
perfection. ^ We defire,*' fay they in their letter 
to th^ refident, (written fo late as March laft) " that 
,** you will inform us if any, and what means, 
^ have been taken for recovering the balance due 
*^from the Begum [Princefs] at Fizabad; and 

" that, 



EAST-INDIA BIIX. 59 

" that, if neceffary, you recommend it to the vizier 



<6 



to enforce the mojl effeSual means fox that puri- 

pofe." 

What their effedual means of enforcing de- 
mands on /women of high rank and condition are, 
I ihall (hew you. Sir, in a few minutes; when I 
reprefent to you another of thefe plots and re- 
hellions, which always ^ in India, though fo rarely 
any where elfe, are the offspring of an eafy condi- 
tion, and hoarded riches. 

Benares is the capital city of . the Indian reli- 
gion. It is regarded as holy by a particular and 
diftinguifhed fandity ; and the Gentoos in general 
think themfelves as much obliged to vifit it once 
in their lives as the Mahometans to perform, their 
pilgrimage to Mecca. By this means that city 
grew great in commerce and opulence; and fo 
xffeAually was it fecured by the pious veneration 
of that people, that in all wars and in all violences 
of power, there was fo fure an afylum, both for 
poverty and wealth, (^ it were under a divine 
protedion) that the wifeft laws and heft affured 
free conftitution could not better provide for the 
relief of the one, or the fafety of the other; and 
this tranquillity influenced to the greateft degree 
the profperity of all the country, and the territory 
of which it was tlie capital. The intereft of money 
there was not more than half the ufual rate in 
which it ftood in all other places. The reports 

have 
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have fully informed you of the means and of the 
terms in which this city and the territory called 
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under 
the fovereignty of the Eaft India company. 

If ever there was a fubordinate dominion plea- 
fantly circumftanced to the fuperiour power, it was 
this ; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of two 
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds a year, was 
paid in monthly inftalments with the punctuality 
of a dividend at the bank. If ever there was a 
prince who could not have an intereft in diftur- 
bances, it was its fovereign, the rajah Cheit Sing, 
He was in poffeffion of the capital of his religion, 
and a willing revenue was paid by the devout 
people who reforted to him from all parts. His; 
fovereignty and his independence, except his tri- 
bute, was f^cured by every tie. His territory was 
not much lefs than half of Ireland, and difplayed 
in all parts a degree of cultivation, eafe, and plenty, 
under his frugal and paternal management, which 
left him nothing to defire, either for honour or 
fatisfaftion. 

This was the light in which this country ap- 
peared to almoft every eye. But Mr. Haftings be- 
held it afkance. Mr. Haftings tells us that it was 
reported of this Cheit Sing, that his father left him 
a million fterling, and that he made annual accef- 
fions to the hoard. Nothing could be fo obnoxiou 
to indigent power. So much wealth could not he 

innocent, 
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Innocent. The houfe is fully acquainted with the* 
unfounded and unjuft requifitions which were- 
made upon « this prince. The queftion has been 
moft ably and conclufively cleared up in one of the 
reports of the feleft committee, and in an anfwer 
of the court of directors to an extraordinary pub- 
lication againft them by their fervant, Mr.Haftings. 
But I mean to pafs by thefe e;x:aftions, as if they 
were perfectly juft and regular; and, having ad- 
mitted them, I take what I fliall now trouble you. 
with, only as it ferves to 'fbew the fpirit of the 
company's government, the mode in yrhich it, is 
carried on, and the maxims on which it proceeds. 
Mr. Haftings, from whom I take the dodrine, 
endeavours to prove that Cheit Sing was nofove- 
reign prince; but a mere zqmindar or common 
fubjeft, holding land by rent. If this be granted 
to him, it is next to be feen under what terma he 
is of opinion fuch a landholder, that is a Britifli 
fubjeclj holds his life and property under the com* 
pany's government. It is pi:oper to unde.i;ftand 
well the dqftrines of the perfon whpfe adminiftra** 
tion has lately received fuch diftinguiflied approba* 
tion from the company. His doarine is-^" that 
" the company, or the per/on delegated, by ,//, holds 
" ^7« ^i^to^ authority over fuch zemindars; — • 
" that he [fuch a fubjeft] owes an implicit and un- 
" re/erved obedience to its authority, at the for-- 
^^feitur^ even of his life and property ^ at the di^ 

** CRETION 
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" CRETION of thofe who held or fully reprefented 
^ the fovereign authority ; — and that the/e rights 
** ^re fully delegated /o him Mr. Haftings." 

Such is a Britifii governour's idea of the con-^ 
dition of a great zemindar holding under a BritHh 
authority ; and this kind of authority he fuppofes 
fully delegated to hhn ; though no fuch delegation 
appears in any commiffion, inftrudion, or ad of 
parliament. At his difcretion he may demand^ of 
the fubftance of any zemindar over and above hisf 
rent or tribute, even what he pleafes, with a fot^e- 
reign authority ; and if he does not yield an hn* 
f licit unreferved obedience to all his commands, be 
forfeits his lands, his life, and his property, at Mr. 
Haftings's difcretion. But, extravagant, and even 
frantick as thefe pofitions appear, they are lefs fo 
than what I (hall now read to you ; for he aflerts, 
that if any one fhould urge an exemption from 
' more than a ftated payment, or fhould confid^r 
the deeds, which paiBed between him and the 
board, *' as bearing the quality and force of a treaty 
•* between equal ftates,'* he fays, " that fuch an 
** opinion is itfelf criminal to the ftate of which he 
** is a fiibjed; and that he was himfelf Amenable 
•* to its juftice, if he ^xwt countenance to fuch a 
** belief.** Hefe is a new fpecies of crime invented, 
that of countcntocing a belief — but a belief of 
what? A belief of that which the court of direc- 
tors, Haftings's mailers, and a committee of this; 

houfe. 



houfe, have decided as this prince's indii|>utable 
right. 

But fuppoiing the rajah of Benares to be a mere 
fubje^ and that fubjeft a criminal of the bigheft 
form ; let us fee what courfe was taken by an up- 
right Englifli magiftrate. Did he cite this culprit 
before his tribunal? Did he make a charge? Did 
he produce witneffes? Thefe are not forms; thcjr 
are parts of fubftantial and eternal jufiLce. No, 
not a word of all this, Mr, Haftings concludes him, 
in his (ntn mindj to be guilty; he makes this con- 
dufion on reports, on hearfays, on appearances, 
on ruinours,on conJ€6h:ires, on prefumptions; aad 
even thefe never once hinted to the party, nor 
publickly to any human being, till the whole bufi- 
nefs was done. 

But the govemour tells you his motive for this 
extraordinary proceeding, fo contrary to every 
mode of juftice towards either a prince or a fub- 
jed, fairly and without difguife; and he puts iiito 

your liands the key of his whole conduct :— " I 

* 

will fuppofe, for a moment, that I have a^)^ 
with unwarrantable rigour towards Cheit Sing, 
and even with injuftice. — Let my motive be 
confulted. I left Calcutta, imprefled with a ht- 
^ti thzt extraordinary means were neccflkry, and 
thofe exerted with Sijleady hand^ to prefcrve the 
" company's inter ejls from Jinking under the acdumu- 

" lated 
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** lated weight which oppreffed them. I faw a pdlitkat 
** necejjtty for curbing the overgrown power of a 
great member of their dominion, and for mak^ 
ing it contribute to the relief of their prejjing exi- 
^^ gencies.** This is plain fpeaking; after this, it 
is no wonder that the rajah's wealth and his of- 
fence, the neceffities of the judge, and the opulence 
of the delinquent, are never feparatedy through 
the whole of Mr. Haftings's apology. " The juf- 
** tice 2Xid policy of exafting a large pecuniary mul^J' 
The refolution " to draw from his guilt the means 
. ** of relief to the company* s diflrejfes.^^ His determi- 
nation '' to make him pay largely for his pardon j 
or to execute a fevere vengeance for paft delin- 
quency.** That " as his wealth was great^ and 
the company* s exigencies preffing, he thought it a 
*^ tneafure of juftice and policy to exact from him 
*^ a large pecuniary mulft for their relief/* — ** The 
*^ fum (fays Mr. Wheler, bearing evidence^ at his 
defire, to his intentions) "to which the governour 
" -declared his refolution to extend his fine^ was 
forty or fifty lacks, that is four or five hundred 
thoufand pounds If and that if he refufed, he was 
to be removed from his zemindary entirely; or 
by taking poffeffion of his forts, to obtain, out of 
the treafure depojited in them^ the above fum for 
•* the company." . 

Crimes fo convenient, crimes fo politick, crimes 

fo 
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fi) nfeceffary, crimes fo' alleviating of diftrefs, caft 
nevef be wanting to thofe who ufe ho procefs, and 
wild produce no prooft* 

But there is another ferious part (what is not 
fo?) in this affair. Let us fiippofe that the powei*^ 
for which Mri Haftings contends, a power which 
no fovereign ever did, or ever can veft in any of 
his fubjeas, namely, his own fovereign authority, 
to be conveyed by the aft of parliament to any mail 
or body of men whatfoevef ; it certainly was nevdr 
given to Mr. Haftings. The powers given by the 
aft of 1773 were formal and official; they were 
given not to the goVemour general, but to the 
major vote of the board, as a board, on difcuffion 
amongft themfelves, in their publick charafter and 
capacity ; and their afts in that charafter and ca* 
pacity were to be afcertained by records and mi- 
nutes of council* The defpotick aflfs exdrcifed by 
J/^r. Haftings were done merely in his private cha^ 
rafter; and, if they had been moderate and juft, 
would ftill be the afts of an ufurped atithority^ 
and without any one of the legal modes of pro- 
ceeding which could give him competence for the 
moft trivial exertion of power* Th6re was no 
propofition or deliberation whatfoever^in council, 
no minute on record, by circulation or otherwife, 
to authorize his proceedings. No delegation of 
power to impofe a fine^ or to take any ftep to de- 
prive the rajah of Benares of hi$ government, hi^ 

V«^ rVEh^ F property, 
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property, or his liberty. The minutes of coniul- 
tatlon aifign to his journey a totally diflFerent ob- 
jeft, duty, and deftination. Mr. Wheler, at his 
defire, tells us long after, that he had a confiden- 
tial converfation with him on various fubjeclp, <rf 
which this was the principal, in which Mr. Ha(t- 
ings notified to him his fecret intentions; ^^ and 

that he be/poke his fupport of the meafures which 

he intended to purfue towards him (the rajah.)'* 
This confidential difcourfe, and be/peaking of fup- 
port, could give him no power, in oppofitioh to 
an exprefs aft of parliament, and the whole tenour 
of the orders of the court of direftors. 

In what manner the powers thus ufurped were 
employed, is known to the whole world. All the 
houfe knows, that the defign on the rajah proved 
as unfruitful as it was violent. The unhappy 
prince was expelled, and his more unhappy coun^ 
try was enflaved and ruined j but not a rup^e was 
acquired. Inftead of treafure to recruit the com- 
pany's finances, wafted by their Wanton wars and 
corrupt jobs, they Were plunged into a new war 
which fhook their power in India to its founda- 
tion ; and, to ufe the governor's own happy fimile, 
might have diffolved it like a magick ftrufture, 
if the talifman had been broken. 

But the fuccefs is no part of my confideration^ 
who fliould think juft the fame of this bufinefs, if 
ihe %oil of one rajah had been fully acquired, and 

faithfully 
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^thfuUy applied to the deftruftion of twenty 
other rajahs. Not only the arreft of the rajah in 
his palace was unnecefiary and unwarrantable, and 
calculated to ftir up any manly blood which re« 
inained in his fubjeAs ; but the defpotick ftyle, and 
the esLtreme infolence of language and demeanour, 
ufed to a perfon of great condition among the po- 
liteft peojple in the world, was intolerable. No^ 
thing aggravates tyranny fo much as contumely. 
Quicquid fuperbia in contumeliis was charged by a 
great man of antiquity, as a principal head of of- 
fence agaihft the governour general of that day. 
The unhappy people were ftill more infulted. A 
relation, but an enemy to the family, a notorious 
robber and villain, called Uffaun Sing, kept as a 
hawk in a mew, to fly upon this nation, was fet 
up to govern there, inftead of a prince honoured 
and beloved, But when the bufinefs of infult was 
accomplifhed, the revenue was too ferious a con- 
cern to be entrufted to fuch hands. Another wa^ 
let up in his place, as gUardian to an infsmt. 

But here. Sir, mark the ^flFeft of all thefe exira-^ 
ordinary means, of all this policy and juftice. The 
revenues which had been hitherto paid with fuch 
aftonifhing pundhiality, fell into arrear. The new 
prince guardian was depofed without ceremony? 
and with as little, caft into prifon. The govern- 
ment of that once happy country has been in the 
utmoil confaiion ever fince fuch good order was 

F 2 taken 
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taken about it. But, to complete the contumely 
offered to this undone people, and to make them 
feel tlieir fervitude in all its degradation, and all 
its bitternefs, the government of their facred city 
the government of that Benares which had been 
fo refpefted by Perfian and Tartar conquerors, 
though of the MufTulman perfuafion, that, even 
in the plenitude of their pride, power and bigotry, 
no magiftrate of that feci entered the place, was 
now delivered over by Englifli hands to a Maho>- 
mctan ; and an Ali Ibrahim Khin was introduced, 
under the company's authority, with power of 
life and death, into the fanduary of the Gentoc 
reKgion. 

After this, the taking off a flight payment^ 
cheerfully made by pilgrims to a chief of theit 
own rites, was reprefented as a mighty benefit. It 
remains only to fliew, through the conduct in tliis 
bufinefs, the fpirit of the company's government, 
and the refpcft they pay towards other prejudices 
not lefs regarded in the eaft than thofe of religion; 
, I-mean the re\'erence paid to the female fex in ge- 
neral, and particularly to women of high rank 
and condition. During the general confuiion of 
the country of Gazypore, Panna, the mother of 
Cheit Sing, was lodged with her train in a caftk 
called Bidge Our, in which were likewife depo<* 
fited a large portion of the treafures of her fon, or 
more probably her ©wn. To whomfoever they 

' . belonged 
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/belonged was indifierent ; for though no charge of 
rebdKon'was made on this woman (which was 
-rather fingular, as it would have coft nothing) 
they were refolved to fecure her with her fortune. 
The caftle was befieged by major Popham. 

There was no great reafon to apprehend that 
foldiers ill paid, that foldiers who thought they 
ha.d been defrauded of their plunder on former 
fervices of the' fame kind, would not have been 
ftifEciently attentive to * the fpoil they were ck* 
prefsly come for ; but the gallantry arid generofity 
of the profeflion was juftly fufpeded, as being likely 
US fet bounds to milita^fy rapacioufnefs. The com* 
pany's firft civil magiftrate difcover^d the greateft' 
uneaiinefs left the women fhould have any' th^^^ 
preferred to them. Terms, tending to pM^itie- 
reftralnt on military violence, were granted. He' 
writes a fetter to Mr. Popham, refcsrrfng-*6 foihe^ 
letter written l)efore to the fame' effeft^ which 1 do^ 
not remember to have feen j but it iheiim hks anX*^ 
iety on this fubjeft. Hiiar himfelf :—'^ I thh& i^effj 
** dettliihd flie lias madron youi except- "*h»i^ 
^ ia^if ifid TcfyeQL to her perfon, is unreafotiabfe;' 
*< If th(^ reports brought to ine are tn3*i„ your^rei* 
" jcfting her offers, or any negotiation'^ 'it6vAd fodii* 
*^ obtain you the fort upon your oWn t^Pms. vl* 
. " apprehend flie wiH attcrtipVto defraud thVcapfik-i* 
" fa tMifiderabk fart of their hooty^ bybbin^fi^erkd' 
*< to refine withbut' exafhhaiiofi.'' But this 'i^fou^' 
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*^ concern, not mine. I fliould be^eryfarry that 
^* yoxur officers and {bldiers loft any ^'xtX. of the re- 
" ward to which they are fp well entitled ; .but 
you muft be the beft judge of the /r(?;;i//&rf indul- 
gence to the ranny ; ^diat you have engaged 
^S for I will certainly ratify ; but as to fuffering the 
^^ rapny to hold the purgunna of Hurlich, or any 
<( other aenundary, without being fubjed to the 
^^ authority of the zemindar, or any lands whatfo* 
^f ever J. or indeed making any condition with her 
*^ for a prtmfitmy I will never confent** 

Here your ggvernour ftimulates a rapacious and 
licentious foldiery to the peitfonal fearch of women^; 
left thefe ut]Jiappy creatures &ould avaU theoifelyes 
c^ the prot6<6tion of their fex tp. focure any,£iipply 
fp9 tliq^r nee^des^ apd he {>ofitively orders that 
i^itipuls^tioii^oujd be mia4e for any provifipn 
f$Nr thoop. /''W^^, Y^dow and mother of a prince^ 
W^ iAformpd i^ her miferable lituatipp^ and the 
caufe oC it) a woman o^ this rank became a i\x^ 
p^ant to the doin^^^scte.lCsrY^t of IMtr. Ha&ngs 
(^ey are ^s ow^^wi^rds, that I read;) ^ iiqplpring 
^f his interi:^on9 that &6 may be r^eve^^fi^ 
5 the bardjhipt and dangers of her prefent Jituaiion ; 
and offeriflig to furrender the fort, afid the trea^ 
^fure and valuable effe^s contained m it, provid/ed 
*^ ihe can be affured of fafety andprate^iop taher 
^^ per/in and honour^ and to that of her family and < 
^\ attendants/' He is.ip good as to confei^ito this, 

. " provided 
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** pro'nded flie farrenders every thing of viluc, 
** with the referve vnly of fuch articles as you (hall 
*^ think necefary to her condition, or as you ypur^ 
^Jei/fh^m be difpofed to indulge her with.--But 
*^ ihouid flie refofe to execute the promife (he has 
** made, or delay it beyond the term of twenty- ^ 
** four hours, it is tnypofitive injundion, that you 
^ immediately put a ftop to any further inter* 
^* courfe or negotiation with her, and on no pre- 
text renew it. If fhe difappoints or trifles with 
me, after I have fubjcfted my duari to the dif- 
^ grace of returning ineffedually, and of courfe 
** myfelf to cmcredit, I fliall confider it as a wanton 
^ affront and indignity which J can never forgive; 
** nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, 
" but leave her oxpofed to thofe dangers which flie 
" has chofcn to rilk, rather than truft to the 
** demency and generofity of our government. I 
*• tbink Ihe cannot be ignorant of thefe confe- 
*^ qvcnccs, and will not venture to incur them; 
^ and it is for this reafon I place a dependance on;^ 
" her-ofFers, and have confented to fend my duan 
*« tb her/' The dreadful fecret hinted at by the 
merci&l governour in the latter part of the letter, 
is weil underftood in India ; where thofe who fufTer 
corpoifeal indignities, generally expiate the offences 
of others with their own Uood. However, in 
ipite of all thefe, the temper of the military d!d, 
ii>mc way or other, operate. They came to terms 
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>vluch have never been tranfinitted. It appears 
t|iat a fifteenth per fentn of the plunder was rcferved 
tcx the captives, of which the unhappy mother of 
the prince of Benares was to have a (hare. This 
aficient matron, bom to better things [a laugh 
from certain young gentlemen^ — -I fee no caufe for 
t^$;nurth. A good author of antiquity rei^kojis 
aixiong the calanuties of his time^ NobiliJJimarum 
fg^iinarum exilia et fugas. \ fay. Sir, this ancient 
l^dy was compelled to quit her houfe with three 
h^n^dr^d ^elplefs women, and a multitude of cbil^ 
4jL.e]g |u h^r train; but the lower fort in the camp 
it fceins could not be reftrained. They did not 
ft>r€!?t;. the gopdleflpus of the governour genera^ 
Thpy wer^ unwilling " to he defrauded of a con* 
" fiderable part gf their booty, by fufFcring them 
*^ to p3j[s without examination.** — ^They exan^incd^ 
them^ Sirt '^^ a- vengeance, and the facred prp^ 
te^ion pf that awful charafter^.jMr. Haftingf'i 
tpj^itre d'hoteL could not fecure them from infuit^ 
a^d plunder, ^ere b Popham's narrative of the af* 
f^ir : — r" The ran^iy came out of the fort, with her 
" family , and dependants, the \ oth at night, owing 
^^tQ.which fuch attention was not paid to her as 
^* I wilhcd; and lam exceedingly forry to inform 
^' you^ that the ^Ucentioufnefs. of cur followers was, 
*J,j^#jr^|i^ the. bounds of control \\f or j notwitbftanding, 
*^ Iff 1 1 could . do^ her people were plundered on the 
-i* ro^ofm^ rf tlje:ihings which they brought out ^ 
V /. ^ '' th^ 









^^theforti by njuhich means one of the articles of fttr^ 
** render has been much infringed. The difirefs t 

have felt upon this occafion cannot be.expre&d^^ 

and can only be allayed by a £rm performance 
*' of the other articles of the treaty, which I ihafl 
*' make it my bufinefi to enforce, ^ 

The fufpicions which the officers had of trea>- 

jchery , and the delay made to our gettiag polib£l' 
^ fion, had enraged them, as well as the troops,: 
** fo much, that the treaty was at firft'regarded 
^^ as void, but this determination was'fbon £ac^ 
^f ceeded by pity and compaffion for the unfortu^ 
" nate befieged/*~After this comes, in \m doc: 
Order, Mr, HaiUngs; who is full of fbcrow and 
indignation, &c. &c. &Ci according to die bcft^d^ 
m^ authentick precedents efiabliihed upodifuch' 
Qccaiions. -^ ; .. 

The women being thus difpofed of, that is,* 
completely defpoiled, and pathetically lamented^ 
Mr. Haftings at length recoUefted the great objedT 
of his enterprife, which, during his zeal left the 
officers >and foldiers fhould lofe any part -of their 
reward, he feems; to have forgot; that is to iky ^ 
<^ to drawirom the rajah'« guilt the means of re* 
" lief to the company's diftreffes/' This was ta 
be the ftrong hold of his defence. This compa£l 
fion to the company, he knew by experience would 
flBtftify a great deal of rigour towards the natives. 
^t the military had diftrefies of their own, which: 
. , they 
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they Confidcrcd firft. Neither MnHaftings's autho- 
tity^ nor his fupplications, could prevail on them 
tp affign a fhiUing to the claim he made on the part 
t£ the company. They divided the booty amongft 
tiiesaiifdves. Driven from his claim, he was re- 
duced to petition for the fpoil as a loan. But the 
ibldiers were too wife to venture as a loan, what 
the borrow^er claimed as a right. In defiance of 
iQ authority, they fhared among themfelves about 
two hundred, thouland pounds fterling, befides 
what had been taken from the women. 
^ :in all this there is nothing wonderful. "W^ may 
reft^afiWred, that. when. the maxims of any govem- 
mcBt eftabUfh amiong its refburces extraordinaury 
xheanBy aod thofe exerted with a firong hand, 
thai; iflcong hand will .provide thpfe extraordinary 
means for it/elf. Whether the foldiers had reafon 
grnot (perhaps much might be faid for them) cer- 
tfkii^ k hi the military, difcipline of India was 
qaiDbed from that moment; and the fame rage for 
]|I«fider, the fame contempt of fubordination, 
lyluch hlaAed aU the hopes, of extraordinary means 
fyom yo4rvfttx)ng hand: at Bfenares, have very 
hitij: I0&, you an army ^in My fore. This is vifible 
onpngh from the accounts in the laid Gazette, 
.'^ifhejre is ho doubt but that the >conntry and city 
4f :.Benares, now brought into the fame order, 
wiH very foon exhU^it, if it does not already diC 
ptsiyi tl\e fame appearance' with thofe coimtries and 
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Qties wtach are under better fubjedioA. A great 
- mafier, Mr. Hafiings, has hifinfelf been at th6 paiml 
ef drav^g a pidute* of one of thefe coufitries, I 
mean the province and city of FarrudbtbadL 
There is no reafon to queftion his knowledge of 
the fads; and his authority (on this {k)int atkaft) 
i% above all exception, as well for the Hate of the 
country as for the catafe. In his ihinute of coti^ 
i!bltation, Mr. Haftings defcrib^s 'forcibly tjie con* 
Sequences which arilTe from the de^dation int6 
which we have funk the liiitive government, ^ The 
** toial want (faya he) of all order, regularity, or 
** authority, in his -(the nabob of Farrucfcabad^) 
** government, wid to which, among other ol> 
vious cau&8, it may no doiibt be owing that the 
■conntry of Famickabad is become' almo/i ah en^ 
^ tire 'Hfofte^ tvkhottt Kcuhhatim cr inhabittiMi \ that: 
^ the capital, which, but a very flibrt time ago, 
^ was diftinguifhed as one of thetnofl populous 
^and opulent commercial cities in Hindbfbn, at 
^ pi^SMt cxhibifci nothing but feenes of the thoft 
^^ wrH€ked poverty^ d^fahtion and tnifery; and that 
*^ thi nabob bimjef^^ though in the poffcffion of a. 
*^ 'U^A of country which, with only common can^,* 
is notorioufly capable of yielding an annual re- 
venue of between thirty and forty lacks, (three 
*^ or four hundred thoufand pounds) with no mi^ 
^^'tititrf ejiablijhment to maintain, fcarcdy com-' 
'^^ minds the^ means of a bare fubfifience. 
^ Tli» is a true and uneitaggeratcd pi6ure, liot 
I • only 
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only of Farrutkabad, but of at leaft three fourths 
of the country which wc poiTds, or rather lay 
wafle, in India« Now, Sir, the houfe will be de« 
firous to know for what purpofe this pidure was 
^awn. It was for a purpofe, I will not fay lau« 
dable, but neceilary, that of taking the unfortu- 
nate prince and his country out of the hands of 
a fequeftrator f^nt thither by the nabob of Oude, 
the mortal enemy of the prince thus ruined, and 
to protect: him by mc;ans of a Britifli refident, who 
might carry his complaints to the fuperiour refident- 
at Oude, or tranfmit them to Calcutta* But mark 
how the reformer periifted in his reformation. 
The e&d of the meafure was better than was pro- 
bably expe&ed. The prince began to be at eafe ; 
the country began to recover; and the revenue 
began to be colleded. Thefe were alarming dr- 
cumftances. Mr. Haftings not only recalled the re- 
fident, but he entered into a formal ftipulation with 
the nabob of Oude, never to fend an Engliih iub* 
jed again to Farruckabad ; and thu$ the country,' 
deicribed as you have heard, by ,Mr. Haftings, is 
given up for ever to the very perfons to whom 
he had attributed its ruin, that is^ to the Se^s^wals 
or fequeftrators of the nabob of Oud^. 

Such was the iffue. pf the. fir ft attempt to relieve 
the diftrefles of the dependent pjfoyinces^ I £haU* 
clofe wiat I have to iay. pn the copdition of ^ 
the northern dependencies, with the elFedk. of* 
the laft of: theiie attempts. .Yq^ wilji 'recQUe6t, 
; ■ * Sir, 
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fiir, the account I have not long ago ftated to you 
as given by Mr. Haftings, of the ruined condition 
of the deftroyer of others, the nabob of Oude, 
and o£ the recal, in confequencc, of Hannay, Mid- 
dleton, and Johnfon. When the firft little fudden 
,guft of pafCon againfV thefe gentlemen was fpent, 
the fentiments of old friendfhip began to revive. 
Sonie healing conferences were held between them 
and the fuperiour government. Mr. Hannay was 
permitted to return to Oude; but death prevented 
the further advantages intended for him, and the 
future benefits propofed for the country by the 
provident care of the council general 

One of thefe gentlemen was accufed of the 
groffeft peculations. Two of them by Mr. Has- 
tings himfelf, of what he confidered as very grofs 
offences. The court of direftors were informed, 
by the governour general and council, that a fevere 
inquiry would be inftituted againft the two fur- 
yivors; and they requefted that court to fufpend 
its judgment, and to wait the event of their pro* 
ceedings. . A mock inquiry has been inftituted, 
by which the parties could not be faid to be either 
acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland 
^^d conciliatory difpolitions of the charter gover- 
nours, and proper private explanations, the publick 
inquiry has in effeft died away; the fuppofed pe- 
culators and deftroyers of Oude repofe in all fe- 
curity in the bpfoms of their accufers; whilft 
; ' others 
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Others iuoceed to them to be inftrudled by the!lr 
example. 

It is only to complete the view I propofed 
^d the conduft of the company, with regard 
to the dependent provinces, that I fhall lay any 
thing at all of the Carnatick, which is the fcene^ 
if poffible, of greater diforder than the northern 
provinces. Perhaps it were better to fay of 
this center and metropolis of abufe, whence aU 
the reft in India and in England diverge; from 
whence they are fed and methodi2:ed, what was 
:&id of Carthage — de Cartbagine fatius eji Jtleri 
quam parum dicere. This country, in all its deno- 
minations, is about 46,000 fquare miles* It may 
be afSrmed univerfally, that not one perfbn of 
fubfiance or property, landed, commercial or mo^ 
nied, excepting two or three bankers, who aire 
neceflary depofits and diftributors of the gtoeral 
fpoil, is left in all that regioli. In that country 
the moifture, the bounty of Heaven, is given but 
at a certain feafon. Before the a&ra of our influ* 
ence, the induftry of man carefully hufbanded 
that gift of Ood. The Gentoos preferved^ with 
a provident and religious care, the precious depofit 
of the periodical rain in refervoirs, many of them 
works of royal grandeur ; and from tJiefe, as oc- 
pifion demanded, they fruftified the whole coun- 
try. To maintain thefe refervoirs, and to keep 
up an annual advance to the cultivators, for feed 

and 
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»i3 cattie, fblrraed a principal objefi: of <he pktf 
and policy of the priefts and rulers of the Centos 
religion. * * 

' This objeft required a command of money; and 
there was no pollam,or caftle, which in the happy 
idays of the Carnatick was without fome hoard of 
treafure, by which the goverhours were enaUed to 
combat with the irregularity of the feafons, and to 
refift or to buy off the invafion of an enemy. In 
all the cities were multitudes of merchants and 
bankers, for all occafions of monied afliftance; 
and on the other hand, the native princes were in 
condition to obtain credit from them. The m* 
fiufaAurer was paid by the return of commo(K« 
ties, or by imported money, and not, as at pre* 
fent, in the taxes that had been ori^nally exa&ed 
from his induftry. In aid of cafual diflxefs, the 
country was full of choultries, which were inns 
and hofpitak, where the traveller and the poor 
were relieved. All ranks of people had their place 
in the publick concern, and their fliare in the 
Common ftock and common profperity ; but the 
chartered rights of men, and the right which it was 
thought proper to fet up in the nabob of Arcot^ 
introduced a new fyftem. It was tlieir policy to 
confider hoards of money as crimes; to regard 
moderate rents as frauds on tlie fovereign ; ^and to 
view, in the leffer princes, any claim of exemption 
from more than fettled tribute^ to ad c^ rebet 
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fion. Accordingly all the caftlcs were, one aftcf 
the other, plundered and deftroyed. The native 
princes were expelled ; the hofpitals fell to ruin | 
the rcfervoirs of water went to decay ; the mer- 
chants, bankers, and manufafturers difappeared ; 
and fterility, indigence, and depopulation, over* 
.{pread the face of thefe once flour ifliing provinces* 
The company was very early fenfible of thefe 
mifchiefs, and of their true caufe. They gave pre- 
dfe orders " that the native princes, caUed poly- 
gars, ihould not be extirpated J" ^ — " The rebellion 
[fo they choofe to call it] of the polygars, may 
♦* (they fear) with too much jujiice^ be attributed to 
** the mal-adminiftration of the nabob's coUec* 
** tors :"— They obferve with concern, that their 
•' troops have been put to difagreeahle fervices.** 
They might have ufed a ftronger expreflion with* 
out impropriety. But they make amends in ano* 
ther place. Speaking of the polygars, the direc* 
tors fay, that " it was repugnant to humanity to 
^^ force them to fuch dreadful extremities as ibef 
** underwent:*^ ITiat fome examples of fe verity 
might be neceffary, ** when they fell into the na« 
bob's hands,** and not by^ the deJlruStion of the coun* 
try : ** That they fear his government is none of the 
•' mildejl\ and that there is great opprejjion in col* 
*^ leding his revenues." They ftate, that the Wars 
in which he has involved the Carnatick, had been 
a. caufe of' its ^iftr^s: ** that thefe diftrefles 
.; , *• have 
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"** have been certainly great j but thofe by th^nd* 
*' bobU oppreffions theyibelkve to he greater than all!^ 
Prayj Sir, attend to the reafon for their opiiiioii 
that the government of this their inftrument is 
more calamitous to the country than the ravages 
of wan-^Becaufe, fay they, his oppreflions arc 
*' without intermijjion. — ^The others are temporary j 

by all which opfrejfiom we believe the nabob has 

great wealth in store/* From this (lore neither 
he nor they could derive any advantage whatfo- 
ever upon the invafion of Hyder Ali in the hour 
of th^r grcateft calamity and difmay* 

It is now. proper to compare thefe declarations 
with the company's conduft. The principal rea- 
-fon which they afligned againft the extirpation di 
:the polygars was, that the weavers were.protefted 
■in their fortreffes. They might have added^ that 
the company itfelfj which ftung. them to death, 
Jiad been warmed in the bofom of thefe unfortu- 
nate princes : for^ on the taking of Madras by the 
French*, it was in theit hospitable poUams, that 
modi of the inhabitants found refuge and protec- 
tion. But, notwithftanding all thefe orders, rea*- 
fons, and- declarations^ they at length gave an in- 
direft fanction, and permitted the ufe of a very 
direct and irrefiftible force, to meafures which 
they had, over and over again, declared to be 
falfe policy, cruel, inhuman, and oppreflive. Hav- 
ing, however, forgot all attention to the princes 
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and the pebple, they remembered that they had 
fome fort of intcreft in the trade of the country j 
and it is matter of curioiity to obferve the pro- 
teftion which they afforded to this their natural 
objeft,. 

Full of anxious cares on this head, they direct, 
" that in reducing the polygars they (their fer* 
" Vants) were to be cautious^ not to deprive the 
** Kvea'v&rs land munufailurers of the protedion they 
** Often met with in the ftrong holds of the po* 
** lygar countries ;'*— -and they write to their in- 
ftrument, the nabob o£ Arcot, concerning thefe 
poor people in a moft pathetick firain. ^^ We en- 
^* treat your exceflency (fay they) in particular^ to 
^ make the manufadurers the objed of your fen* 
** dereji tare\ particularly when you root out the- 
** polygams, you do not deprive the weavers of the 
•* prae^kn they er^jed under tbem.^^ When they 
root out the protedors in favour of the oppreflbr^ 
diey ihew theiiifelves tdigioufly cautious of the 
rights of the proteded. When they extirpate the 
fliepherd and the ihepherd's dog, they pioufly 
recommend the helplefs flock to the mercy, and 
even to the tendere/i care^ of the wolf. This is 
the uniform ftrain of their policy, ftridly forbid- 
ding, and at the fame time ftrenuoufly encourag- 
ing and enforcing, every meafure that can ruin 
^uid defolate the country committed to their 
charge. After giving the company's idea of the 
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-goverftmetit of this their inftrument, it may ap» 
pear fingular, but it is perfeftly confiftent with 
their fyftem, that, befidcs wafting for him ^ at two 
di&fent times, the moft exquifite fpot upon the 
eatth, Tanjour, and all the adjacent counlnries^ 
they have even voluntarily put their own terri-- 
tory, that is, a large and fine country adjacent to 
Madras, called their jaghire, wholly out of their 
protection ; and have continued to farm their ful> 
jeclS) and their duties towards thefe fi^bjedls, to 
that very nabob, whom they themfclves conftantly 
reprefent as an habitual opprefibr, and a relentle& 
^rant. This they have done without any pro* 
tence of ignorance of the objeds of opprcffion for 
which this prince has thought fit to become their 
renter ; for he has again and again told them^ that 
it is for the fole purpofe of exercifing authority h(^ 
hdkis the jaghire lands ; and he affirms (and I be* 
lievc with truth) that he pays more for that tcrri* 
tory than the revenues yield* This deficiency he 
tayxQ, make up from his other territories; and 
thusi ^^ order to furnifh the means of opprcffing 
one part of the Carnatick^ he is led to oppress all 
the reft. ^ 

The houie perceives that the livery of the com- 
{mny'il government is uniform. I have defcribcd 
the condition of the countries indireftly, but moft 
fiibftantially> under the company's authority* And 
Aowl aikywlieth^^with this mapo£mifgover;nment 
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before me, I can fuppofe myfelf bound by my Vote 
to continue, upon any principles of pretended 
publick faith, the management of thefe countries 
in thofe hands ? If I kept fuch a faith, (which in 
reaKty is no better than 2.^es latronum) with what 
IS called the company, I muft break the faith, the 
covenant, the folemn, original, indifpenfable oath, 
in which I am bound, by the eternal frame and 
conftitution of things, to the whole human race. 

As I have dwelt fo long on thefe who are indi- 
reftly under the company's adminiftration, I will 
endeavour to be a little fliorter upon the countries 
immediately under this charter government.-— 
Thefe are the Bengal provinces. The condition 
of thefe provinces is pretty fully detailed in the 
fixth and ninth reports, and in their appendixes. 
I will feled only fuch principles and inftances as 
are broad and general. To your own thoughts I 
fliall leave it, to furnifli the detail of oppreffions 
involved in them. I fliall ftate to you, as fliortly 
as I am able, the conduft of the company; — ift, 
towards the landed interefts; — next, the commer- 
cial interefts ; — 3dly, the native government j— 
and laftly, to their own government. 

Bengal, and the provinces that are united to it, 
are larger than the kingdom of France ; and once 
contained, as France does contain, a great and in- 
ctependent landed intereft, compofed of princes, of 
great lords, of a numerous nobility and gentry, 

of 
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of freeholders, of lower tenants, of religious com- 
munities, and publick foundations. So early as 
1769, the company's fervants perceived the decay 
into which thefe provinces had fallen under Eng- 
lifli adminiftration, and they made a ftrong rc- 
prefentation upon this decay, and what they ap- 
prehended to be the caufes of it. Soon after* this 
reprefentation, Mr. Haftings became prefident of 
Bengal. Inftead of adminiftering a remedy to this 
melancholy diforder, upon the heels of a dreadful 
famine, in the year 1772, the fuccour which the 
new prefident and the council lent to this afflifted 
nation was- — (hall I be believed in relatingj it ? — 
the landed intereft of a whole kingdom, of a king- 
dom to be compared to France, was fet up to 
publick auftion ! They fet up (Mr. Haftings fet 
up) the whole nobility, gentry, and freeholders, 
to the higheft bidder. No preference was given 
to the ancient proprietors. They muft bid agairift 
every ufurer, every temporary adventurer, every 
jobber and fchemer, every fervant of every Euro- 
pean, or they were obliged to content themfelves, 
in lieu of their extenfive domains, with their houfe, 
and fuch a penfion as the ftate auftioneers thought 
fit to affign. In this general calamity, feveral of 
the firft nobility thought (and in all appearance 
juftly) that they had better fubmit to the neceflity 
of this penfion, than continue, under the name of 
2emin4ars, the objefts and inftruments of a fyftem, 
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by which they ruined their tenants, and were ruined 
themfdves* Another reform has fince come upon 
the back of the firft ; and a penfion having been 
affigned to thefe unhappy perfons, in lieu of their 
hereditary hnds, a new fcheme of oeconomy has 
taken place, and deprived them of that penfion.' 

The menial fervants of Engliflimen, perfons (to 
nfe the emphatical phrafc of a ruined and patient 
eaftern chief) *' whofe fathers they would not have 
^fet with the dop of their flock^^ entered into their 
patrimonial lands. Mr. Haftings's banian was, 
after this au&ion, found poffeffed of territories 
yielding a rent of one hundred and forty thoufand 
pounds a year. 

Such an univer£al profcription, upon any pre* 
tence, has few examples. Such a profcription, 
without even a pretence of delinquency, has none* 
It ftands by itfelj^ It ftand? as a monument to 
aftoniih the imagination, to confound the reafon 
of mankind. I confefs to you, when I firft came 
to know this bufineis in its true nature and ex* 
tent, my furprife did a little fufpend my indigna- 
tion. I wa3 in a manner ftnpified by the de^erate 
boldnefs of a few obfcure young men^ who having 
obtained, by ways which they could not compre- 
hend, a power of which diey faw neither the pur- 
pofes nor the Jimits^.toffiad about, fubverted, and 
tore to pieces, as if rt were in the gambols of a 
boyifh unluckincis and malice^ the mqft eftablifhed 
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rights, and the moft ancient and xnoft: revered 
inftitutions, of ages and nations. Sir, I will not 
now trouble you with any detail with regard to 
what they have fince done with thefe fame lands 
and land-holders; only to inform you, that no- 
thing has been fuffered to fettle for two feaf(>ns 
together upon any bafis ; and that the levity and 
Inconftancy of thefe mock legiflators were not the 
leaft afflifting parts of the oppreffions fuflfered 
under their ufurpation ; nor will any thing giv^ 
ftability to the property of the natives, but an ad- 
miniftratiou in England at once protefting and 
liable. The country fuftains, almoft every year, 
the miferies of a revolution. At prefent, all is 
uncertainty, mifery, and confufion. There is to 
be found through thefe vaft regions no longer one 
landed man, who is a refource for voluntary aid, 
or an objeft for particular rapine. Some of them 
were, not long fince, great princes ; they poffeffed 
treafures, they levied armies. There was a zc^ 
mindar in Bengal (I forget his name) that, on the 
threat of an invafion, fupplied the foubah of thefe 
provinces with the loan of a million fterling. The 
family at this day wants credit for a breakfaft at 
the bazar. 

I fhall now fay a word or two on the compa* 
ny's care of the commercial intereft of thofe king- 
doms. As it appears in the reports, that perfons 
in the higheil ftations in Bengal have adopted, as 
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a fixed phn of poliqr, the dcftruftion of all Inter* 
mediate dealers between the company and the mar 
nuh&UTtTf native merchants have difappeared of 
cburfe. The fpoil of the revenues is the fole capi- 
tal which purchafes the produce and manufac- 
tures ; and through three or four foreign compa- 
jiies tranfipits the official gains of individuals tp 
Europe, No other commerce has an exiftence in 
Bengal, The tranfport of its plunder is the only 
traffiGk;.of the country. I wifli to refer you to the 
appendix to the ninth report for a full account of 
the manner in which the company have protefted 
the commercial interefts of th^ir dominions in the 
eaft, 

A^ to the native government and the adminil];. 
tratipn of jufttce, it fubfifted in a poor tottering 
manner for fome years. In the year 178 1, a total 
revolution took place i?i that eftabliflimept. In 
one. of the ufual freaks of legiflation qf the council 
of Bengal, the whole criminal jurifdi<9ion of theft 
courts, called the Phoujdary Judicature, ei^ercifed 
till then by the principal Muffulmen, was in one 
day, without notice, without cpnfultation with 
the magiftrates or the people there, and without 
communication with the direftors or minifters 
here, totally fubve^ted. A new inftitutioin took 
place, by which thi^ jurifdiclion was divided be- 
tween certain Englifli fervants of the company and 
|;he Gentoo zemindars of the country, the latter of 
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whom never petitioned for it, nor, for ought tliat 
appears, ever defired this boon. But its natural 
life was made of it ; it was made a pretence for 
new extortions of money. 

The natives had however one confolation in the 
ruin of their judicature ; they foon faw that it 
fared no better with the Englifli government it^ 
felf. That too, after deftroying every other, came 
to its period. This revolution may well be rated 
for a moft daring aft, even among the extraordi- 
nary things that have been doing in Bengal fince 
cvLV unhappy acquifition of the means of fo much 
piifchief. 

An eft^blifliment of Engliih government for ci- 
vil juftice, and for the colleftion of revenue, wa* 
planned and executed by the preftdent and cpuncij 
of bengal, ftibjefl; to the pleafurc of the direftors, 
in the year 1772^ Accordii)g to this plan, the 
cpiintry was divided into fix diftrifts, or provinces. 
In each of thefe was eftabliftied a provincial couO' 
cil, whigh adminiftered the revenue ; and of that 
council one member by monthly rotation, pre- 
fided in the courts of civil refort j with an appml 
to the council of the province, and thence to CaU 
jcutta. In this fyftem (whether, in other refpefts, 
good or evil) there were fome capital advantages, 
Jhere was in the very number of perfons in each 
provincial council, authority, communication, mu* 
XM^ che?k, and contf ol. Tfeey were obliged, on 
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their minutes of confultation, to enter their reafons 
and diffents ; fo that a man of diligence, of re- 
fearch^ and tolerable fagacity, fitting in London, 
might, from thefe materials, be enabled to form 
fome judgment of the fpirit of what was going on 
on the furthefl banks of the Ganges and Burram« 
pooter. 

The court of direftors fo far ratified this cfta- 
blilhment, (which was confonant enough to their 
general plan of government) that they gave precifc 
orders, that no alteration fiiould be made in it, 
without their confent. So for from being apfarized 
of any defign againfl: this confliitution, they had 
reafon to conceive that on trial it had been more 
and more approved by their council general, at 
leafl: by the governour general, who had planned it. 
At the time of the revolution, the council genera! 
was nominally in two perfons, virtually in one. 
At that time meafures of an arduous and critical 
nature ought to have been forborne, even if, to 
the fulleft council, this fpecifick meafure had not 
been prohibited by the fuperiour authority. It was 
in this very fituation, that one man had the har- 
dinefs to conceive, and the temerity to execute, 
a total revolution in the form and the perfons 
compofing-the government of a great kingdom*. 
Without any previous ftep, at one ftroke, the 
whole conftitution of Bengal, civil and criminal, 
was fwept away; The counfellors were recalled 
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from their provinces. Upwards of fifty of the 
principal officers of government were turned out 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr, Haft* 
>ngs for their immediate fubfiftence, and for all 
,kope of future provifion. The chief of each coun- 
cil, and one European collector of revenue, wai 
Jeft in each province. 

But here. Sir, you may imagine a new govern- 
ment, of fome permanent defcription, was efta- 
bliflied in the place of that which had been thu« 
fuddenly overturned. No fuch thing. Left theic 
chiefs without councils fhpuld be conceived to 
form the ground plan of fome future government, 
it was publickly declared, that their continuance 
was only temporary and permiffive. The whole 
iubordinate Britifti adminiftration of revenue was 
then vefted in a committee in Calcutta, all crea- 
tures of the governour general j and the provincid 
management, under the permiflive chief, was de- 
livered over to native officers. 

But, that the revolution, and the purpofes of 
the revolution might be complete, to this com- 
mittee were delegated, not only the functions of 
all the infcriour, but, what will furprife the houfe, 
thoie of the fupreme adminiftration of revenue 
alfo. Hitherto the governour general and council 
had, in their reyenue department, adminiftered the 
finances of thofc kingdoms^ By the new fchemc 
they are delegated to this committee, who arc only 
to report their proceedings for approbation. 

The 
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The key to the whole tranfaclion Is given in one 
of the inftruftions to the committee, " that it is 
•* not neceflary that they fhould enter diffents.'* 
By this means the ancient plan of the company's 
adm tniftration was deftroy ed ; but the plan of ton- 
cealment was perfected. To that moment the ac- 
counts of the revenues were tolerably clear ; or at 
l^ft means were furniihed for inquiries, by which 
they might be rendered fatisfaftory. In the ob- 
fcure and filent gulph of this committee every 
thing is now buried. The thickeft fliades of night 
furround all their tranfaftions. No efFeftual means 
of detefting fraud, mifmanagement or mifrepre- 
fentation, exift. The direftors, who have dared 
to talk with fuch confidence on their revenues, 
know nothing about them. What ufed yto fill vo- 
lumes is now comprifed under a few dry heads on 
a flicet of paper. The natives, a people habitually 
made to concealment, are the chief managers of 
the revenue throughout the provinces. I mean 
by natives, fuch wretches as your rulers felcft out 
of them as moft fitted for their purpofes. As a 
proper key-ftone to bind the arch, a native, one 
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of his em- 
ployment by Sir John Clavering, for malverfation 
in office, is made the correfponding fecretary; 
and indeed the great moving principle of their 
new board. 

As the whole revenue and civil adminiftration 
Was thus fubyerted, .and a clandeftine gpvernme.nt 
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fubftituted in the place of it, the judicial inftitu- 
-tion underwent a like revolution. In 1772 there 
•had been fix courts formed out of the fix provin- 
cial councils. Eighteen new ones are appointed in 
their place, with eacli a judge, taken from the 
junior fervants of the company. To maintain thcfe 
eighteen courts, a tax is levied on the fums in liti- 
gation, of 2i per cenU on the great, and of 5 per 
cent, on the lef&. This money is all drawn from 
the provinces to Calcutta. The chief juftice (the 
fame who ftays in defiance of a vote of this houfe, 
and of his majefty's rccal) is appointed at once the 
treafurer and difpofer of thefe taxes, levied^ with- 
out any fort of authority, from the company, from 
the crown, or from parliament/ 
, In effbft. Sir, every legal regular authority in 
matters of revenue, of political adminiflxation, of 
criminal law, of civil law, in many of the mofl; 
effential parts of miKtary difcipiine, is laid level 
with the ground ; and an opprcflive, irregular, 
capricious^ unfteady, rapacious, and peculating 
defpotifm, with a direft difavowal of obedience 
to any authority at home, and without any fixed 
ioiaxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide 
them in India, is at prefent the ftate of your char* 
ter-government over great kingdoms. 

As the company has made this ufe of their truft, 
i fhould ill difcharge mine, if I refufed to give my 
doft cfaearfiil vote for the redrefe of; thefe abufes, 
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hy putting the affairs of fo large and valuible ^ 
part of the interefts of this nation, and of man-» 
kind, into fomc fteady hands, pofTeffing the con 
fidence, and affured of the fuppof t of this houfe, ^ 
itntil they can be reftored to regularity, order, and 
Coniiftency< 

I have touched the heads of fomc of the griev* 
ances of the people, and the abufes of govern- 
]tient« But I hope and truft, you will give me 
credit, when I faithfully aflure you, that I hzve 
Jiot mentioned one-fourth part of what has come 
to my knowledge in your committee; and further^ 
1 have full reafon to believe, that not one-fourth 
part of the abufes are come to my knowledge, by 
that or by any other means# Pray confider what 
i have faid only as an index to dired you in your 
inquiries.r 

If this then, Sir, has been the u(e made of the 
truft of political powers internal and external^ 
given by you in the charter, the next thing to he 
fcen is the conduft of the company with regard to 
the commercial trufi« And here I will make a faif 
offer : — If it can be proved that they have a£led 
wifely, prudently, and frugally, as merchants, I . 
ihall pais by the whole mais of their enormities tf 
fiatefmen^ That they have not done this their 
prefent condition is proof fufficient* Their dif- 
trtffes are faid to be owing to their wars. This h 
not wholly true* But if it were, is not t^at rea^ 
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'dinefs to Engage in wars which diftinguifhes them^ 
)and for which the committee of fecrecy has fo 
branded their pditicks^ founded on the fkUeft 
principles of mercantile fpeculation ? 

The priaci{de of tmying cheap and felling dear 
IS the firfty the great foundation of mercantile deal«* 
uig« Have they ever attended to this prindple i 
Nay, for years have they not a&ualiy authorized 
in their fervants a total indifierence as to the prices 
they were to pay ? 

A great deal of flridxiefs in drmng bargains for 
^hatevo* we. contrad:, is another of the prindples 
of mercantile policy- Try the company by dbt 
teftl Look at the contra^ that are made for them» 
Is the company lb much as a good commiflary to 
thdr 0wn anmes i I i^^gage to fded for you, out 
of tbe innumerable mais of their dealings, all con^ 
dueled very nearly alike, ozie contrad only, the 
exccffivc profits on which during a fliort term 
wouM pay the whole of their year's dividend* I 
ihali undertake to Ihew, that upon two others, 
the inordinate profits given, with the lofles incurs 
Tcd in order to fecure thofe profits, would pay a 
year's dividend more* 

It is a third property of trading men to fee that 
their clerks do not divert the dealings of the mafter 
to thdr own benefit. It was the other day only, 
when thdr governour and council taxed the com*- 
pany's inveftment with a fum of fifty thouCand 
pounds, as an inducement to perfuade only feven 
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members of their board of trade to give theif J!)o^ 
nour that they would abftiin from fuch profits 
upon that inveftment as they muft have violated 
their oaths if they had made at all. 

It is a fourth quality of a merchant to be exa6l: 
in his accounts. What will be thought, when you 
Iiave fully before you the mode of accounting 
made ufe of in the treafury of Bengal ?— I hope 
you will have it foon. With regard to one of their 
agencies, when it came to the material part, the 
prime coft of the goods on which a commiffion of 
££ttcn'f>er cent, was allowed^ to the aftonifhtoent 
of the factory to whom the commodities were 
ient, the accountant general reports that he' did 
not think himfelf authorized to call for vouchers 
relative to this and other particulars, — becaufe th« 
nfgent was upon his honour with regard to them* 
it new principle of account upon honour feems to 
be regularly eftabliflied in their dealings and their 
treafury, which in reality amounts to an entire 
annihilation of the principle of all accounts. 
. It is a fifth property of a merchant, who doesf 
not meditate a fraudulent bankruptcy, to calculate 
his probable profits upon the money he takes up* 
to veft in bufinefs. Did the company, when they 
bought goods on bonds bearing 8 per cent, intereft^ 
at ten and even twenty per cent, difcount, even alk 
themfelves a queftion concerning the poflibility of 
advantage from dealing on thpfe terms ? 

The laft quality of g; merchant Ifhall advert to, 
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is thetaldng care to be properly prepared, in cifli 
or goods, in the, ordipajr y CQurfe of fak, for the 
bills which are drawn on thenii Now I afe, whe* 
ther they have ev?r calculated the clear produce of 
any given fales,^ to make them tally with the four' 
million of bijls which ar^e come and coming upon 
them, j[p:a5:at the proper periods to enable the one 
tOiliquidijte the other? No,, they have not. : They 
are nc^w obliged to borrow money of their own 
fervants to purchafe their inveflment* The jf<?r- 
vants {iipui^t^ five per cent, on the capital; they ad- 
vance, if their bills fli^ould not be paid at the;timo 
w|iei>,they becpme due; and the value of the rupee- 
on which .^ey charge this intereft is taken at twQ 
jQuUings and a penny. ^Has. the company ever, 
troubled themfelves to inquire whether theii; files 
Canjbear the .payment of that intereft, and at that 
rat^ pf e;jfijhaiigp? Have they once confidered the 
dilf^mma in which they are placed — the ruin of 
their credit,, in the Eaft Indies, if they refufe the 
bills — ^the ruin of their credit and exiftence in 
England, if they accept them ? Indeed no trace of 
equitable goyernment is fpund in their ppUticks ; 
npt Qi)e tra.ce of commercial principle in their mer-. 
csmtile pealing; and hence is the deepeft and ma- 
tured wifdom of parliament demanded, an4 the 
beft refources of this kingdom muft be ftrained, to 
reftore them; that is, toreftore the countries de* 
%oyed by the mifconducl of the company, and to 
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reftorc the company itfelf, ruined by the confe-^ 
quences of their plans for deftroying what they 
were bound to preferve. 

I required, if you remember, at my outfet, a 
proof that thefe abufes were habitual. But furely 
this is not neceffary for me to confider as a fe- 
paratc head ; becaufe I truft I have made it evident 
; beyond a doubt, in confidering the abufes them- 
felves, that they are regular, permanent, and fyf- 
tematical. 

I am now come to my laft condition, without 
. which, for one, I will never readily lend my hand 
to the deftruftion of any eftablifhed government; 
which is, ITiat in its prefcnt ftate, the govern- 
ment of the Eaft India company is abfolutdy in- 
corrigible. 

Of this great truth I think there can- Be little 
doubt, after all that has appeared in 'this houfe. 
it is fo very clear, th<it I mull confider' the leaving 
any power In their hands, and the deterininedTe- 
folution to continue and countenance every mode' 
and every degree of peculatioji, oppreflioix, and 
tyranny^ to be one and the fame thing, I look 
upon that body incorrigible, from tlie fulleft con* 
fideration both of their uniform conducl:, and thcSi^ 
prefent real and virtual conftitution. * 

If they had not conftantly been apprized of all 
ttie enormities committed in India under theit au^ ■ 
tliprity; h' this ftate of things had been as much- 



a difcovefy to theift as It was to tttatiy 6( lis j we 

might flatter ourfelves that the dcteftion of the 

abufes would lead to their reformation* I will gd 

further: If the court of direftors had ngt uni* 

formly tohdemncd every aft which this houfe or 

any of its icommittees had condemned } if the Ian* 

guage in which they cxpreffed their difapproba* 

tion agiainfi cnotmitiea and their authors had not 

been much more vehement and indignant than any 

ever ttfed in this houfe, I fliould entertain fome 

hopes. If they had riot on the other hand, as uni* 

fdtmly commended all their fervahts who had 

done their duty and obeyed their orders, as they 

had heavily ceniured thofe who rebelled; I might 

fay, Thefe people have been in an errour; and when 

th^ arefenlibleof it they will mend. But when 

I r^fle'ft on the uniformity of their fupport to the 

objiects of their uniform cenfure; and the ftate of 

infighificance and difgrace to which all of thote 

hiyt been reduced whom they approved j and that 

eveii utter ruin and premature death have been 

^mong the fruits of their favour ; I nmft be con* 

vinccd, that in this cafe, as in all others, hypocrify 

is the only vice that never can be cured; 

' Attend, I pray you, to the fituation and prof- 

peirity of Benfield, Haftings, and others df that 

fort. The laft of thefe has been treated by the 

ootnpany with an afperity of rcprehenfion that hds 

W parallel. They lajnent, ♦* that the power of 
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'.' difpofing of thqir property fcxr perpetuity;^, flxowld 
," fall into fuch liaAds." Ye,t for fourteen yeaxs, 
with little interruption, he has* governed ajl tl^eir 
affairs, of every defcription, w^th an abfolute fway. 
He has had himfelf the njeans o£ heaping .^p ipr 
menfe wealth;. and, during tl)a?;)j^l\olepef?Qd> tt? 
fortunes of hundreds bave^ djcpcndied. on his fn^iks 
and frowns. He himfelf tdl^jypjif jh^. ^ ij^cumbef ?4 
with two hundred ^nd , |jfty : you^g r g^tiei.nen^ 
fo9ie of theni of the })eft^ ^mi}ies in ijnglaijdj.aU 
of whom aim at jctufnipg with; vaft fortuijes. t^ 
E^urope in -the prime ofilifej He has then ,^\y.o 
hundred and fifty of your children as his hofi^ages 
for your good h?hayiour; and loaded; for yecyrs, 
as he has been, witli the execrations of the natives, 
with the cenfui'es of the court of direftpjrs, ^d 
ftruck and blafted with the . refolutioiis ,of jthis 
houfe, he ftill maintains the mofl delpotick po^cr 
cver.known in India* He domineers with an oyer- 
beari,ng fway in the affemblies of his pretended 
mafters; an4 it i^ thought in a degree rafh to yen- 
tvyre to name liis. offences in this houfe, evcA as 
^rpundi^ of a.J^giflati ve remedy. ^ , ^. 

On the othjcr. hand, confider the fate : of thc>fc 
who have met with the applaufes of the direAors. 
Colonel Monfon, one of the beft of men, had his 
days fliortened by the applaufes, deftitute of the 
fupport, of the , company. Gei^eral Clavqriogi 
iwhofe panegyrick was made in every difpatch 

from 
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from England, whofe hearie was bedewed with 
the tears, and hung round with the eulogies of the 
court of direftors, burft an honeft ancj. indignant 
* heaft atjthe treachery of thofe who ruined him by 
their f>raifes. ' Uncommon patience and temper, 
Supported Mr". Francis a while longer under the 
batieful influence of the commendation of the 
court of directors. His health however gave way 
-at length ;• and, in utter defpair, he returned to 
Europe* At his return the doors of the India 
Houfe were fhut to this man, who had been the 
r^bjeci: of their conftant admiration. He has in- 
deed efcaped with life, but he has forfeited all ex- 
pe<!lation of credit, confequence, party, and fol- 
lowing. He may well fay. Me nemo minijlro fur ' 
m/^ afque ideo niilli comes exeo. This man, wht)fe 
dedp reach of thought, whofe large legiflative con- 
ceptlbiis, and whofe grand plans of policy make 
the moft fliining part of ourreports, fn)m whence 
we have all learned our leffons, if we have learned 
any good ones ; this man, from whofe materials 
thofe gentlemen who have leaft acknowledged it 
have yet fpoken as frbm a brief; this man, driven 
from his employment, difcountenanced by the di- 
reftors, has had no other reward, and no other 
diftinftion, but that inward " funftiine of the foul" 
which a good confcience can always beftow upon 
itfelf. He has not yet had fo much as a good 
word, but from a perfon too infignificaqt to make 

H 3 any 
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any other return, for the means with which he hag 
been furnifhcd for performing hi^ ihare of a duty 
V'hich is equally urgent on U3 all, 

Add to this, that from the higheft in^plac^ to 
th^ lowed, every Britifh fybject, who, in obe« 
dience to the company's orders, has been a<^iY§ 
in the difcovery of peculations, ha3 been ruinedi 
They have been driven from India, When they 
made their appeal at home they were not heard j 
when they attempted to return vhey were flopped. 
No artifice of fraud, no violence of power, ha§ 
been omitted to deftroy them in character as wdi 
as in fortune. 

Worfe, far wqrfe, has been the fate of tho poor 
creatures, the natives qf Jndia,"whQm the hypo* 
crify of the company has betrayed into complaint 
of oppreffion, and difcpyery of peculation, Th^ 
lirft women In Bengal, the ranny of Raje(hahi| 
the ranny of Burdwan, the ranny of Amboa, by 
their weak and thoughtlefs trnft in the company's 
honour and protection, are utterly ruined ; the 
firft of thefe women, a perfon of/ princely rank, 
and' once of corrcfpondcnt fortune, who paid 
above two hundred thonfand a year qultrrent to 
the.ftate, is, according to very credible informar 
tion, fo completely beggared as to ftand in need of 
• the relief of alms, Mahomed Reza Kha^n, the fe? 
cond Muffulman in Bengal, for haying been diftin- 
guifhed by th^ ill-omened honour of the counter 
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nance and protcftion of the contt of directors, 
was, without the pretence of any inquiry what- 
foever into his conduct, ftripped of all his employ- 
ments, and reduced to the loweft condition. His 
ancient rival for power, the rajah Nundcomar, 
was, by an infult on every thing which India holds 
refpeftable and facred, hanged in the face of all 
his nation, by the judges you fent to proteft that 
people; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an 
€>: poji facto Britifli ad: of parliament, in the midft 
of his evidence againft Mr. Haftings. The accufer 
they faw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal 
or inquiry, triumphs on the ground of that 
murder: a murder not of Nundcomar only^ but 
of all living teftimony, and even of evidence yet 
unborn. From that tinae . not a complaint has 
been heard from the natives againft their gover- 
nours. All the grievances of India have found a 
complete remedy. 

Men will not look to ads of parliament, to re- 
gulations, to declarations, to votes, and refolu- 
tions. No, they are not fuch fools: They will 
afk, what is the road to power, credit, wealth, and 
honours? They will aflc, what conduft ends in 
neglect, difgrace, poverty, exile, prifon and gibbet ? 
Thefe will teach them the courfe which they are 
to follow. It is your diftribution of thefe that 
will give the character and tone of your govern- 
ment, AH the reft is miferable grimace. 

H4 When 
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When I accufe the court of direftors of this ha^ 
bitual treachery, in the ufe of reward and puniifa' 
ment, I do not 'mean to include all the individuals 
in that court. There have been. Sir, very fre.- 
quently, men of the greateft integrity and virtue 
amongft them ; and the contrariety in the decla^ 
rations and conducl of that court has arifen, I take 
it, from this :— That the honell direftors have, by 
ihe force of matter of facl on the records, carried 
the reprobation of the evil meafures of the fervants 
in India. This could not be prevented, whilft 
thefe records flared them in the face; nor were 
the delinquents, either here or there, very foKci- 
tous about their reputation, as long as they were 
able to fecure their power, The agreement of 
their partifans to ,Genfure them, blunted for a 
while the edge of a fevere proceeding. It obtain- 
ed for them a charclfter of impartiality, which 
enabled them to recommend, with fome fort of 
grace, what will always carry a plaufible appear- 
ance, thofe treacherous expedients, called mode- 
rate meafures, Whilft thefe were under difcuf- 
fion, new matter of comphint came over, which 
feemed to antiquate the firft. The fame circle was 
here trod round once more; and thus through 
years they proceeded in a compromife of cenfure 
for puniftiment; until, by fhame and defpair, one 
after another, almoft every man, who preferred 
his duty to the company to the inttreft of their 
fervants, has been driven from that court. 
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This, Sir, has been their condud; and it has 
been i the refult of the alteration which was infen«* 
fibiy made i;i their conftitution. The change was 
made infenfibly; but it is now ftrong andiadult, 
and as publick and declared, as it is iixed beyond 
all power of reformation. So that there is iK)nf 
who hears me, that is not as certain as I am, that 
the company, in the fenfe in which it was for- 
merly underftood, has noexiftence. The queftion 
is not, what injury you may do to the proprietors 
of India ftock; for there are no fuch men to be 
injured. If the aftive ruling part of the company 
who form the general court, who fill the offices^ 
and direct the meafures (the reft tell for nothing) 
were perfbns who held their ftock as a means of 
their fubfiftence, who in the part they took were 
only concerned in the government of India, for 
the rife or fall of their dividend, it would be in- 
deed a defective plan of policy. The intereft of 
the people who are governed by them, would not 
be their primary objeft j perhaps a very fmall part 
of their confideration at all. But then they 
might well be depended on, and perhaps more 
than perfons in other refpefts preferable, for pre- 
venting the peculation of their fervants to their 
own prejudice. Such a body would not eafily 
have left their trade as a fpoii to the avarice of 
thofe who received their wages. But now things 
^re totally fcverfed* The ftock is of np vajue, 

whether 
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whether it be the qualification pf a direftor or 
proprietor ; and it is impoffible that it fhould, A 
diredor^s qualification may be worth ^bout t^o 
thoufand five hundred pounds — and the intereft, 
^t eight per cent, is about one hundred and fixty 
fiounds a year. Of what value is that, whether 
it rife to ten, or fell to fix, or to nothing, to him 
whofe fon, i>efore he is in Bengal two months, 
and before he defcends the fteps of the council 
chamber, fells the grant of a fmgle contract for 
forty thoufand pounds? Accordingly the ftock is 
bought up in qualifications* The vote is not to 
protect the (lock, but the ftock is bought to ac- 
quire the vote ; and the end of the vote is to cover 
and fupport, againft juftice, fome man of power 
who has made an obnoxious fortune in India; or' 
to maintain in power thofe who are actually em* 
ploying it in the acquifition of fuch a fortune; 
and to avail themfelves in return of his patronage, 
that he may ftiower the fpoils of the eaft, " bar» 
*' barxck pearl and gold,** on them, their families, 
and /dependents. So that all the relations of the 
company are not bnly changed, but inverted; The 
ftrvants in India are not appointed by the dirco* 
tors, but the directors arc chofcn by » them. The 
ttude is carried on with their capitals. To them 
-the revenues of the country are mortgaged. The 
feat of the fupreme power is in Calcutta, The 
houfe in Leadcnhall Street is nothing more than 
a change for their agents, fadors, and 4eputie$ to 
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meet In, to take care of their affairs, and fupport 
their intercfts; and this fo avowedly, that W2 fee 
the known agents of the delinquent fervants mar* 
(hailing and difciplining their forces, and the prime 
^^okefmen in all their affemblies. 

Every thing has followed in this order, and ac* 
cording to the natural train of events. I will 
clqfe what I have to fay on the incorrigible condi- 
tion of the company, by ftating to you a few facls 
that wijl leave nq doubt of the obftinacy of that 
cor4)oratiQn, and of their ftrcngth too, in refifting 
the reformation of their fervants. By thefe facts 
you will, be enabled to difcover the fole grounds 
ppon which they are tenacious of their charter. 
Jt is now more than two years that, upon ac- 
count of the grofs abufes and ruinous fituation of 
the company's affairs, (which occafioned the cry 
of the whole world long before, it was ^taken up 
Jiere) that we inftitiited two committees to inquire 
into the mifinanagen;ients by which the company's 
affairs had been brought to the brink of ruin, 
Thefe inquiries had been purfued with unremit- 
|;ing diligence; and ;i great body offals was col- 
lected and printed for general information. In 
the 5€fult of thofe inquiries, although th^ com- 
piittees cpnfifted of very different defcriptions, 
they wefe unanimous. They joined in cenfuring 
' the conduct of the Indian adminiftratipn, and en- 
fprcing the ^refponfibility upon two men, whom 

this 
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this houfe, in confequence of thfefe reports, de- 
clared it to be the duty of the directors to remove 
from their ftations, and recal to Great Britain, 
hecaufe they had a6ledin a manner _ repugnant to the 
honour and policy of this nation^ and thereby trough) 
great calarhities on India, and enormous expences on 
^^ the EaJi'India company.^* 

Here was no attempt on the charter. Here 
was no queftion of their privileges. To vindicate 
their own honour, to fupport their own interefts, 
to enforce obedience to their own "orders; thefe 
were the fole objeft of the monitory refolution of 
this houfe. But as foon as the general court could 
alTemble, they'affembled to demonftrate who they 
really were. Regardlefs of the proceedings of this 
houfe, they ordered the directors notto carry into 
cflFcft any refolution they might come to for the 
removal of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Hornby. The 
directors, ftill retaining fome fliadow of refpeft to 
this houfe, inftituted an inquiry themfelves, which 
continued from June to Oftober; and after ah at- 
tentive perufal and full confideration of papers, re- 
folved to take fteps for removing the perfons who 
had been the objefts of our refolutiorl ; but not 
without a violent ftruggle againft evidence. Seven 
direftors went fo far as to enter a protefl againft 
the vote of their court. Upon this the general 
court takes the alarm; it re-affembles; it orders 
the dircftofs to refcind their refolution, that is, 

not 
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iiot'tO:recal Mr. Haftings and. Mr. Hornby, and to 
defpife thcj r^sfolution of the hQufe<rf commons- 
Witlwutifo much as the pretence of looking into 
^;fingle: paper, without t^e formality pfinftitutLng 
any. committee of inq^iiry, they fuperfeded all the 
l#^oijrs;pf,theii? own 4iTeftors,and o^thishoufe., 
.It wUi^naturaUy occur to afk,^ how it . was ppff 
fibk th^tthey fliould not attempt fome fort of ex- 
aiprrination jipto fads, ^s ^.qolour for. their xefift- 
^inee to a pubUck authiQrity j^ proceedir^g fo Vjef y 
deliberately ; and exer tedj ..^ppardijtly^ at , ^eaft, ^ip 
fevlour;of.t;h'eir owTi?: Tbe.anfw;er,;4nd the only 
gnfwer. wfeich can :b^; given, , is, ^j that they w^rc 
;^aad tli^t their true fi^l^tioii fhpuld be mi,fiaken. 
They ^J^r^e afraid; tfe^t their: pa^rqn^ and;,maftefs 
iBfbidia ftK>uld attribute, their fuppw;t of them, to 
Jt^iPpiqipA cjf theU' c^ilifej.and npti.to an^afctaphr 
finetit to their- /pOwei;,, jTJiey were aff^4r\^ibojL4d 
bf^ffvfptfted^-tjbkat;;'th^y..did not- meatj i blipdly-;^Q 
fupport 'th^m in the ufe,,t;h?3r:made of t^^iat pow^r. 
Thpy dptserioined to ftiew that they .at leaft .Ayepe 
fetagaioftTefprmation; tjiat they were firmly . re* 
i^lved tQ bring the ^^rri.tories, the trade, aud the 
ftpck of the company,/to; ruin, rather .thsj^i, be 

* > ..... 

wanting in fidelity t^o- their nominal' feryapt^ aild 
real m^i^crs, in the waysahey. took to theiy Rf^ya^? 

fortunes. .. 1 ' : ., j ih/in.; 

Even fince the beginriiing of this fe^jflo,,]^ 
fame ad pf audacity wai8 repeated, with j^hp^^^^ 

circumftances 
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circumftances of contempt of all the decorum o{ 
inquiry on their part, and of all the proceedings 
of this houfe. They again made it a requeft to 
their favourite, and your culprit, to keep his poft) 
and thanked and applauded him, without calling 
for a paper which could afford light into the merit 
"or demerit of the tranfaftion, and without giving 
themfelves a moment's time to confider, or even to 
underftand the articles of the Maratta peace. The 
£ict is, that for a long time there was a ftruggle* 
a fiint one indeed, between the company and their 
Jervants: But it is a ftruggle no longer. For 
fome time the fuperlority has been decided. The 
ihterefts abroad are become the fettled preponde^ 
rating weight both in the 'court of proprietors, 
^nd the court of directors. Even the^ atteiiipt 
you have made to inquire into their pricHces and 
to reform abufes, has raifed and piqued them to a 
fax more regular and fteady fuppoi-t. The coiW- 
pany has made a common caufe, and identified 
thcftifelvicsywith the deftroyers of India* They 
JiaVetaK:erri6rh themfelves all that niafs-*c>f- i^rior- 
mityj "they are fupportihg ^hat you-haVc repro- 
bated; thofe you condiemn: thfcy applaud; thofe 
ybu t)rder home to anfwet for their cbnduftj they 
reqpefi t6"fiay, and tlierfeby encourage to proceed 
in their praftices. Thus the fervants of the Eaft*. 
}Adiz comj^ny triumphyaftid the reprefentative^ of 
the peofie^of Great Britafn are defeated* 
' ' I there- 
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I therefore conclude, what you all conclude, 
that this body, being totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its inftitution, is utterly incorrigible j 
and becaufe they are incorrigible, both in conduct 
and conftitution, power ought to be taken out of 
their hands ; juft on the fame principles on which 
liave been made all the juft changes and revolu- 
tions of government that have taken place fince 
the beginning of the world; 

I will now fay a few words to the general prin- 

tipfe of the phn which is fet up againft that of my 

fight honourable friend. It is to re-commit the 

government of India to the court of directors; 

Thofe who would commit the reformation of 

India to the deftroyers of it, are the enemies to 

that : reformation. They would make a diftinftidn 

between directors and proprietors, which, in the 

pifefent ftate of things, does* not, cannot exift. 

But a right honourable gcntlemanTays, he woulij 

keep' the prefent government: of India in the court 

of 'directors ; and would, to curly them, provide 

felutary. reflations ;^— wonderful !' • That isi' fee 

#ouldr appoint the old oiffenders to correft the oW- 

dfFence$ ; and he vt^6uld render the vicious - iiid' 

tite ffeolifli wift-afid virtuous, by fahitary regtfli-* 

tions. He would appoint the wolf as guardbn oJP 

me flieef>; but he has ihvented a curious muzi^e, 

b^y^ic^* this prdteiSin^Wolf ^hall not feci aM^io* 

Opfcn hisja^^ above an inch or two at the uiittofiA 

Thus 
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Thus his work is finifhed. But I tell the right 
honourable gentleman, that controuled depravity is 
npt innocence; and that it is not the labour of de- 
linquency in chains, that will correft abufes. Will 
thefe gentlemen of the direction animadvert on 
the partners of their own guilt? Never did a fe- 
riou$ plan of amending of any old tyrannical efta- 
bliihment propofe the authors and abettors. of thp 
abufes as the reformers* of them. If the undone 
peDple of India' • fee their old oppreffors in con- 
firmed power, even by the reformation, they will 
cxped nothing but what they will certainly feel,'2^ 
continuance, or rather an aggravation, of aU their 
former fufferings. They look to the feat of poweF^ 
and to the perfons who fill it; and they defpifc 
thofe gentlemen's regulations as much as. thf ^ gen^ * 
tlemen do who talk of them. 

But there is a cure for every thing. Take away, 
iay they, the court of proprietors, and the. couij^ 
o( directors will do their duty. Yes ; ajs theyj hay^ 
dp^q it hitherto. That the evils in Indian-have 
fqjely arifen from the court of proprietors, h 
grofsly falfe. . In many of them,, the direftprs wer^ 
he^tily concurring; in moft of them, they, WG^^ 
ei]LfX)uraging, and fometimes x:ommanding;,ia all,- 
thpy were conniving.. 

J^ijt who are to chpofe this well-regulated ajUd^ 
reforpiing court of di^eftors?-- Why, the very; 
pro|M^fetors who are .excluded from all manage-, 

ment, 
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ment, for the abufc of their power. They wiU 
^hoofe, undoubtedly, out of themfelveSy men like 
themfelves; and thofe who are moft forward in.re- 
fifting your authority, thofe who are moft engaged 
in faftion or intereft with the delinquents abroad, 
will be the objefts of their feleftion. But gentle- 
men fay, that when this choice is made, the pro- 
prietors are not to interfere in the meafures of the 
directors, whilft thofe diredors arc bufy in the 
control of their common patrons and mafters in 
Itidia. No, indeed, I believe they will not defire 
to interfere. They will choofe thofe whom they 
know may be trufted, fafely trufted, to aft in ftrift 
conformity to their common principles, manners, 
meafures, interefts, and connexions. They will 
want neither monitor nor control. It is not eafy 
to choofe men to afl: in conformity to a publick 
intereft againft their private: but a fure dependancc 
may be had on thofe who are chofen to forward 
their private intereft, at the expence of the pub- 
Uck. But if the directors ftiould flip, and vdeviate 
into reditude, the punifliment is ill the hands of 
the general court, and it will furely be remembered 
to them at their next eleftion. 
^ If the government of India wants no reforma- 
tion ; but gentlemen are amufing themfelves with 
a theory, conceiving a more democratick or arif- 
tocratick mode of government for thefe depen- 
dancies, or if they are in a difpute only about pa- 
. Vol. IV. I tronage J 
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tronagej the difpnte is with me of fo Httle con- 
cern, that I ihaald not take the pains to utter an 
affirmative or negative to any propofition in it. 
If it be only for ^ theoretical amufement that they 
are to propofe a bill ) the thing is at beft frivolous 
and unneceflary* But if the company's govern- 
ment is not only fulj of abufe, but is one of the 
moft corrupt and deftruclivfe tyrannies, that pro- 
bably ever exifted in the world, (as I am fure it 
is) what a cruel mockery would it be in me, and 
in thofe who think like me, to propofe ihis kind 
of remedy for this kind of evilt 

I now come to the third objeftion. That this 
bill will increafe the influence of the crown. An 
honourable gentleman has demanded of me, whe- 
ther I was in earneft when I propofed to this houfe 
a plan for the redu^ion of that influence. Indeed^ 
Sir, I was much, very much, in earneft. My heart 
was deeply concerned in it ; and 1 hope the publick 
has not loft the eflfed of it.r How far my judgment 
Was right, for what concerned perfonal &vour 
and confequence to myfelf, I fliall not prefumc to 
determine j nor is its effeft upon me of any mo- 
ment. But as to this bill, whetheir it increafes 
the influence of the crown, or not, is a qUefiion I 
fliould be afhamed.to afk. If I am not able to cor- 
reft a fyftem of opprefiion and tyranny, that goes 
to the utter ruin of thirty millions of my fellow- 
creatures and fellow-fubje^, but by fomc increafe 

td 
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to the influence of the crown, I am ready here to 
declare^ that I, who have been aftive to reduce it, 
Ihall be at leaft as adive and flrenuous to rellore 
it again. I am no lover of names; I contend for 
jthe fubftance of good and protecting government, 
kt it come from what quarter it will. 

But I am not obliged to have recourfe to this 
expedient. Much, very much the contrary. I 
am fure that the influence of thfe crown will by 
no means aid a reformation of this kind ; which 
-can neither be originated nor fupported, but by 
the uncorrupt puUick virtue of the reprefentatives 
-of the people of England. Let it once get into 
the ordinary courfe of adminiftration, and to roe 
all hopes of reformation are gone. I am far from 
knowing or believing, that this bill will increafe 
the influence of the crown. We all know, thajt 
the crown has ever had fome influence in the 
.court of diredors ; and that it has been extremely 
increafed by the ads of 1773 and 1780. The 
gentlemen who, as part of their reformation, pro- 
pofe *' a more adive control on the part of the 
** crown,'* which is to put the direftors under a 
fecretary-of ftate, fpecially named for that pur- 
pofe, mufl: know, that their projcd will increafe 
it fur then But that old influence has had, and 
the new will have, incurable inconveniences whidi 
^fitM^t happen under the parliamentary efbbliCbL- 
; fiMMti^l^ed in thb bill. An ho)%oarable gentle* 

1 2 man, 
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man,* not now in his placCj but who is well ac- 
quainted with the India company, and by no means 
a friend to this bill, has told ypu, that a. minifterial 
influence has always been predominant in that 
body J and that / to make the diredors pliant to 
their purpofes, tninifters generally cauTed perfons 
meanly qualified to be chbfen dire Aors. According 
to his idea, to fecure fubferviency, they fubmitted 
the company's aflFairs to the diredlion of incapa- 
city-- This was to ruin the company^ in order to 
govern it. This was certainly influence in the 
•very worft form in which it could appear. At beft 
it was clandeftine and irrefponfible. Whether this" 
was d6ne fo much upon fyftem as that gentleman 
.fuppofes, I greatly doubt. But fuch in effeft the 
operation of government on that court unqueC 
tionably was; and fuch, under a fimilar conftitu- 
tion, it will be for ever. Minifters muft be wholly 
removed from the management of the affairs of . 
India,^ or they will have an influence in its patron* 
age. The thing is inevitable. Their fcheme of a 
.new fecretary of ftate, '" with a more vigorous 
j" controV is not much better than a repetition of 
thq meafure which we know by experifoce will 
.not do. Since the year 1773 and the year 17^0, 
*iihe -company has been -under the control of the 
iccretary of flate's office, and we had then three 
-iecretaries of ftate. If more than this i&d^ne, then 
• they ^annihilate •the 4iireclioii which they pretend 

•;'*'•' * Governoar Johnstone. 

to 
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<o fupport ; and they augment the ii^fli^nce of thg 
crov^^n , of whofe growth they ;aflFeft. fo , great an 
horrour^ But in truth this'fcheme of reconciling 
a direction really and truly deliberative, with ao: 
office really and fubftantiaUy controlling, is a forjB 
pf machinery that can be kept in or.der but a very 
fliort tLme. Either the directors will dwindle into 
clerks, or the fecretary of ftate, as hitherto has 
been the courfe, will leave every thing to them# 
often through defign^ often through neglect. If 
both fhould afFeft activity, coUifiqn, procraftin^ 
tion, delay, and in the e^d, utter coufufion muft 
enfpe,. 

But, Sir, there is one kind of influence far 

y 

greater.than that of the nomination to office.. Thi$, 
gentlenieu in oppofition have totally overlooked, 
although it now exifts in its full vigour; and it 
will do fo, upon their fcheme, in at leafi; as much 
force as it does now. That influence this bill 
cuts :u{) by the roots; I mean the influence ofprotec- 
iion. I fliall explain j5Qyfelf:-Tr-The office given to, 
a yotirig m^n going to India !§ of trifling con- 
fequeboev But he that goes out %n jrifignificant 
boy, irv » a few y^ar^ returns a great pabph. Mr... 
Haftings fays he has two hundred and fifty j(?f that 
kind of raw materials, who expeci: to be fpeedily 
i|aa]$Lufa6tured into the merchantable quality I men- 
tion. One; of thefe gentlemen', fuppofe, returns 
Jiith^er, loaded with odium: and with ijichiss. Wl^eu. 
- / J 3 he 
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he comes to England, he comes as to a prifon, or 
IS to a fanftuary ; and either is readjr for him, 
jiccording to his demeanour. What is the influence 
in the grant of any place in India, to that which 
is acquired by the protection or compromife with 
fuch guilt, and with the command of fuch riches^ 
under the dominion of the hopes and fears which 
power is able to hold out to every man in ^at 
condition ? That man's whole fortune, half a mil- 
lion perhaps, becomes an inftrument qf influence^ 
without a fliilling of charge to the civil lift j and 
the influx of fortunes which ftand in need of this 
prpteftion is continual. It works both ways ; i^ 
influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the 
minifter. Compare the influence acquired by ap^ 
pointing for inflance even a governour general, 
and that obtained by protecting him. I fliall pufli 
this no further. But I >yiftx gentlemen to roll it a 
little in their own minds. 

The bill before you cuts ofi* this fource of in? 
fluence. Its deiign and main fcope is to regulate 
the adminiftration of India upon the principles of 
a court of judicature ; and to exclude, as far as 
human prudenqe can exclude, all poflibility of a 
corrupt partiality, in appointing to office, or fup^ 
porting in office, or covering from inquiry and 
puniftiment, any perfon who has abufed or fh^l 
abufe his authority. At the board, as appointee! 
and regulated by this bill, reward and pipiiihment 

cannot 
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cannot be fliifted and reverfed by a whifper. That 
commiflion becomes fatal to cabal, to intrigue, 
and to fecret reprefentation, thofe inftruments of 
the ruin of India. He that cuts c^ the means of 
premature fortune, and the power of protefting 
it Yrh#,n acquired, ftrikes a deadly blow at the 
great fund, die bank, the capital ftock of Indian 
influence, which cannot be vefted any where, 6r 
, in any han^s, without moft dangerous confe- 
ijuences tp the pubjick. 

The third and contradictory obje<9ioji is. That 
lihi^ bill does not increafe the influence of the 
crewuit On the contrajry. That the juft power of 
the crown will be leflened, and transferred to the 
ttflb of a party, by giving the patronage of India 
to a conimiffion nominated by parliament, and in* 
dependent of the crown. The contradiftion is 
j^aring, and it has bee^ too well expofed to make 
»t ncceljary for me to ii^fift upon It. But paiSng 
the contradiction, and taking it without any re- 
lation, of all obje^ons that is the moft extraor- 
dinary. Do "not gentlemen know, that the crown 
has nojt at prefect the grant of a fingle office undor 
the company^ civil or military, at home or abroad? 
3o far as the crown is coricerned, it* is aJrtainly 
rather a^gainer; for the vacant offices in the niew 
^:omaiiffion ^re to be filled up by the king^ . 

It is argued as a part of the bill, derogatory to 
the prerogatives of the crown, that the commif- 

I ij. fioners 
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fioners named in the bill are to continue for a fhort 
term of years, too fliort in my opinion ; and be- 
caufe, during that time, they are not at the mercy 
of every predominant faction of the <iourt. Doe^ 
not this objeftion lie againft the prefent direftors; 
none of whom are named by the crown, and a 
proportion pf whom hold fpr this very term of 
four years ? Did it not lie againft the governour 
general and council named in the ad: pf 1773-^ 
who ^yere invefted by name, as the prefent comir- 
miffipners are to be appointed in the bpdy of the 
aft pf parliament, who were tp hold their places 
for a term of terms, and were not removable at 
ihe difcretion of the crown ? Did it not Ue againft 
the re-appointment, in the year 1780, upon the 
very fame terms? Yet at npne pf thefe times, 
whatever other objeftions the fcheme might be 
liable to, was it fuppofed to be a derogation to the 
juft prerpgative of the crown, that a commiifion 
preated by ?6|t of parliament fhquld have its mem-: 
bers named by the authority which called it into 
jBxiftence? This is not the difppfal by parliament 
pf any office. derived froni the authority qf the 
crown, or now difpofaUe by that authority. It is 
fo far frpm being any thing new^ violent, or alarm^ 
ing, that I dp not recpUe<5, in any parliamentary 
commiffion, down tp the commiflioner^ pf the 
land tax, that it ha^ ever been ptherwife, 

Jhe pbje^ion of the fenure fpr fpur years is an 

pbjedion 
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cbje^on to all places that are not held during 
pleafiire; but in that objeftion I pronounce the gcn^ 
tlenfien, from my knowledge of their complexion 
and of their principles, to be perfectly in eameft. 
The party (fay thefe gentlemen) of the minifter 
who propofes this fcheme will be rendered pjower- 
fiil by it; for he will name his party friends to the 
commiffion. This objeftion againft party is a party 
^e^tion 9 and in this too thefe gentlemen are 
peirfedUy ferious. They fee that if, by any intrigue 
they ihould fucceed to office^ they wiU lofe the 
dandejiine patronage, the true inftrument of clan- 
defHne influence, enjoyed in the name of fubfer^ 
vknt direftors, and of we^ilthy trembling Indian 
delinquents* But as often as they are beaten oflF 
this ground, they return to it again. The minifter 
will name his friends, and perfons of his own party, 
r— Whom Ihould he name? Should he name his 
adverlaries? Should he name thofe whom he 
cannot truft? Should he name thofe to execute 
his plans, who are the declared enemies to the 
\ principles of l^is reform? His character is here at 
ibke. .If tie propofes fpr his own ends (but he 
never will prppofe) fuch names as, from their want 
of rank, fortune, character, ability, or knowledge, 
;are likely tp betray or tq fall fhort of their truft, 
he is in an independent houfe of commons; in a 
Jiqufe pf cpmmqns whicl^ ha?, by it§ own virtue, 

deftroyed 
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dcftroyed the ^lil^lIilCDts of parliamentary fubfer*- 
mcnce. This houfe of commons would not enr 
(dare the found of fuch names. He would fpnik 
by the means which he is iupppied to purfiie for 
the fecurity of his power. The Ijirft pledge hp muft 
fffvc of his iiucerity in this great reform, will be in 
the confidence which ought to be repofed in thofe 



For my part. Sir, in this bu(inefs I put all indi- 
Te£t confidcrations wholly out of my mind» My 
ibie quefticHi^ xm each daufe of the bill, amounts 
to this:-— Is tbe^ mcafure proppfed required by th^ 
neceffities of India ? I cannot confent totally tQ 
kxfe iight of the real wants of the people who arq 
the ob^eds of it, and to hupt afte^r every matter of 
party fquabble that may be ftarted on the ffyerai 
proviiions. On the quefiion of the duration of 
the fcpmmiifion I am clear and decided. Can I| 
can any one who his taken the fpoallefk troubki to 
be informed concerning the aifiurs of Indi^, amufe 
liimfelf with fb ftrange an imagination, ^is th^ the 
Jiabitual defpptifm and oppreilion, that the mor 
nopolies, the peculations^ the uniyer£d deftruiQion 
of :dl the l^;al authority of (his kingdom, which 
jbave been for ^;iiyenty years matting to their pre- 
Jfent enormity, combined with the diftance of the 
&ene, the boldnefs and artifice of delinquents^ 
jheir combination, their exceffive wealth, and the 
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fiidion they have made in England, can be full;^ 
CQrre£led in a fhorter term than four years? None 
has hazarded fuch an aflertion— None, who has a 
regard for his reputation, will hazard it« ^ 

iSir, the gentlemen, whoever they are, who 
Ihall be appointed to this commiflion, have an un« 
der^aking of magnitude on their hands, and their 
ftamlity muft not only be, but it muft be thought^^ 
real;"— *ajid who is it will believe, that any thing 
ihort of zn eftablifhment made, fupported, an4 
fixed in its duration, with all the authority of par* 
{lament,: xian be thought fecure of a reafonable 
ftabSity ? The {dan of my honourable friend is the 
iever& of that pf reforming by the authors of the 
sinA. Tht'^& we could expeft froni them is, 
that they fiiould not continue their ancient perr 
iud<|us adivity. To thofe we could think of no« 
thing but applying control ; as we ara fure, that 
even a regard to their reputation (if any fuch 
thing cxifts in thend) would oblige them to cover, 
to conceal, to fupprefs, and confequently to pre- 
vent, all cure of the grievances of India. For what 
can be difcovered, which is not to their difgrace^ 
Every aftempt tp correft an abufe would be a 
^tire on their former adminiftration. Every man 
they ihould pretend to call to an account, would 
be found their inftrument or their accomplice. 
They can never fee a bencficial^regulation, but 
with a yiew tp defeat it. The ihorter the tenure 

of 
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of filch perforis, the better would be the chance of 
feme aipendment. 

But the fyftem of the bHl is different It calla 
in perfons in no wife concerned with any act cen* 
ftiredby parliament; perfons generated with, and 
for, the reform, of which they are themfelves the 
mofl: effentisd part. To thefe the chief regulations 
in the bill are helps, not fetters ; they are autho- 
lities to fupport,. not regulations to rcftrain them. 
From thefe we look for much more thao inno- 
ccnce* Fironi thefe we expect zeal, ^rmriels, and 
TOiremitted aftivity. Their duty, their chara<fteri 
binds them to proceedings of vigour ; and they 
imght ta have a tenure in their office wTiich pre- 
dudes all fear, whilft they are afting up to the 
purpofes of their truft; a tenure without? which, 
none will Undertake jdajis that requirje a feries arid 
fyftem of aiSts^ . When they know that they ca|i-r 
not be whifpered out of their duty, that their pub? 
lick conduft cannot be cenfured without a publick 
difcuffion; that the fchemes which they haye- be- 
gun win not be committed to thqfc who will have 
an intereft and credit in defeatijlg and difgracing 
them ; theu'we may entertain hopes. The tenure 
is for four years, or during theic good behaviour. 
That good behaviour is as long as they are true to 
the principles of the bill; and thje judgment is in 
cither houfe of parliament. This is the tenure of 
;j?our judges; and; the vaJuable principle of tbe^ 

• ' biU 
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hill is to make ^judicial adminiibratlon for India. 
It is to give confidence in the execution of a duty, 
which requires as much perfevcrance and forti- 
tude afe can fall to the lot of any that is bora 
of woman. 

As to the gain by party, from the right honours- 
able gentleman*s bill, let it be Ihewn, that this 
fuppofed party advantage is pernicious to its ob- 
jeft, and the objection is of weight ; but until this 
is done^ and this has not been attempted, I £baB 
confider the fole objeftion, from its tendency to 
promote the intereft of a party, as altogether con- 
,temptible. The kingdom is divided into parties, 
•and it ever has been fo divided, and it ever wiH 
•be fo divided ; and if no fyftem for relieving the 
fubje(5i:s of this kingdom from oppreilion, and 
^fnatching ' it^ aflfairs from ruin, can be adopted 
until it is demonftrated that no party can derive 
ran advantage from it, no good can ever be done 
in this country. If party is to derive an advan- 
tage from the reform of India,; (which is more 
than I know, or believe), it ooght to be that part]r 
which alone, in. this kingdom, has it& feputation, 
nay itsJ' very being, pledged to the protE(9dpnand 
•prefer^taon of thaj part of the jempire. Great 
iearisxexprefied, that thecommiffioac]:!&.namedin 
thii bill will ihew fome re^rd toaimioificriaubof 
place* ' To.men made likc^the ohgccboxs, this muft 
appear xzrlminal. :^Let it hawever^be remembered 

by 
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by Others^ that if the commiifioners fhould be his 
friends, they cannot be his flaves. But depend** 
ants are not in a condition to adhere to friends, 
nor to principles, nor to any uniform line of con* 
^uft. They may begin cenfors, and be obliged to 
end accomplices. They may be even put under 
the direction of thofe whom they were appointed 
to punifh. 

The fourth and laft objeftion is, That the bill 
win hurt publick credit. I do not know whether 
this requires an anfwer. But if it does, look to 
your foundations. The finking fund is the pillar 
of crecUt in this country ; and let it not be forgot, 
that the diflrefles, owing to the mifmanagement of 
the Eafl India company, have already taken a mil* 
lion from that fund by the non-payment of duties. 
The bills drawn upon the company, which are 
about four millions, cannot be accepted without 
the confent of the treafury. The treafury, a&ing 
under a parliamentary truft and authority, pledges 
the publick for thefe millions. If they pledge the 
publick, th^ publick muft have a fecurity in iti^ 
hands for the management of this intereft, or the 
national credit is gone. For otherwife it is not 
. only the E2& India company, which is a great in* 
tereft, that is undone, but, clinging to the fecurity 
of ail your funds, it dn^ down the refl, and the 
^whole fabrick periihes in one ruin. If this bill does 
.not provide i^ dix^SdosLol integrity and of abiUty 

competent 
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€ampetent to that tnift, the ob^dion Is CataL U 
it does, publkk credit miift depend on the fupport 
of the bill. 

It has been faid, if you violate tMs charter, wBat 
(ecurity has the charter of the bank, in which pub* 
lick credit b £b de^ly concerned, and even the 
charter of London, in which the rights of fo many 
fubjedls are involved? I anfwer, In the like cafe 
they have no fccurity at all — Ho — no fecurity at 
alL If the bank ihould, by every ipecies of miC' 
management, fall into a Clate fimilar to that of the 
£aft India company; if it fhonld be oppreiled wish 
demands it could not ani^er, engagements wluch 
it could not perform, and with bills for which it 
doald not procure payment ; no charter fliould 
protect the mifmaaagement from corre€ti<»), and 
fuch publick grievances from redrefs. If the city 
ioi London had the means and will of deftroying 
an empire, and of cruelly oppreffing and tyrannize 
ing over millions of men as good as themfelves^ 
the chdrter of the city of London Ihould prove no 
Ikn&i^ to ^ch tyranny and fuch oppreflion. 
charters are kept, when thdr purpofes Ire «nain*- 
tained : they are vicJated, When the privilege is 
fupfimted agahill: its end apd its obje<^; 

How, Sir, I have finiflied all I prc^ofed to Jay, 
as liiy reafons foi* ^vbig my vote to this InU. l£ 
I adft wrong, it h UKAfov waitt of pirn to knour 
Whait is right. Th|| {^dge, at leaft^ of my reo^ 

tkude i b^vb giiten t(» |tty <^nuy. 

And 
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And now, having done my duty to the bill, 
let me fay a word to the author. I Ihould leave 
him to his own noble fentiments, if the unworthy 
and illiberal language with which he has been 
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary li- 
berty, did not make a few words neceffary ; not 
fo much in juftice to him, as to my own feelings. 
I muft fay then, that it will be a diftinftion ho- 
nourable to the age, that the refcue of the greateft 
number of the human race that ever were fo griev- 
oufly oppreffed, from the greateft tyranny that 
was ever exercifed, has fallen to the lot of abilities 
and difpofitions equal to the talk ; that it has fallen 
to one who has the enlargement to comprehend^ 
the fpirit to undertake, and the eloquence to fup- 
port, fo great a meafure of hazardous benevolence* 
His fpirit is not owing to his ignorance of the ftate 
of men and things ; he well knows what fnarcs 
are fpread about his path, from perfonal animpCty, 
JFrom court intrigues, and :poflibIy from popular 
delufion. But he has put fo hazard his eafe, his 
fecurity, his intereft> his power,/e^\§fti his darling 
|)opularity, for the benefit of a people whom he 
has never feen. This is the road that all heroes 
have trod before htm. : Heis traduced and abufed 
|br his flippofed motives. He will. J'emember, that 
libloquy is: a neceffary ingr^dienf in the compofi- 
tion of aU tru9 gliaryjc he wdlfc ?eniejnbef j tl^t it 
49W j«jt ojily iri: the .Rcfm^i iluftoms j but it ;is in 
the nature and conftitittic^ttpfthip^i thatitsiliftnny 
i :. » and 
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and abufe are effential parts o£ triumph* Thefe 
thoughts will fupport a mind, which only exifts 
for honour, under the burthen of temporary re- 
proach. He is doing indeed a great good ; fuch as 
rarely falls to the lot, and almoft as rarely coin- 
cides with the defires, of any man. . Let him ufe 
his time. Let him give the whole length of the 
reins to his benevolence. He is now on a great 
eminence, where the eyes of mankind are turned 
to him. He may live long, he may do much. 
But here is the fummit. He never can exceed 
what he does this day. 

He has faults ; but they are faults that, though 
they may in a fmall degree tarnifti the luftre, and 
fometimes impede the march of his abilities, have 
nothing in them to extinguilh the fire of great vir^ 
tues. In thofe faults, there is no mixture^ of de- 
ceit, of hypocrify, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
plexlonal dcfpotifm, or want of feeling for the dif- 
trelfes of mankind. His arc faults which might; 
exift in a defcendant of Henry theFourth of France, 
as they did exift in that father of his country* 
Henry the Fourth wifhed that he might live to fee 
a fowl in the pot of every peafant in his kingdom. 
That fentiment of homely benevolence was worth 
all the fplendid fayings that are recorded of kings. 
But he wifhed perhaps for more than could be ob- 
tained, and the goodnefs of the n:an exceeded the 
power of the king. But this gentleman, a fubjed. 

Vol. IV.^ ' K may 
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may this day fay this at Icaft, with truth, that he^ 
fecures the rice in his pot to every man in India.^ 
A poet of antiquity thought it one of the firft dif- 
tinftions to a prince whom he meant to celebrate^ 
that through a long fucceflion of generations, he 
had been the progenitor of an able and virtuous 
citizen, who by force of the arts of peace, had 
corrected governments of opprellion,. and fuppref- 
fcd wars of rapine. 

Indole proh qoanta juvefiis, quantumqtre daturas 
Ausoniae populis, ventura in saecula civem. 
Ilk super Gangem, super exauditus et Indos, 
Implebit terras voce ; et furialik Bella 
Fulmine compescet linguae. 

This was what was faid of the predeceffor of the 
only perfon to whofe eloquence it does not wrong; 
that of the mover of this bill to be compared. But 
the Ganges and the Indus are the patrimony of 
the fame of my honourable friend, and not of ' 
Cicero, I confefe, I anticipate with joy the reward 
©f thofe, whofe whole confcquencey power, and 
authority, exiff only for the benefit of mankind ;/ 
and I carry my mind to all the people, and all the 
names and defcriptibns, that, relieved by this bill,v 
willblefs the labours of this parliament, and the* 
confidence which the beft houfe of commons haS* 
, given to him who the beft deferves it. The little 
cavils of party will not be heard^ where freedom^ 

and^ 
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and happineis wiH be felt. There is not a tongue, 
a nation, or religion in India, 'which will not hlefs 
the prefiding care and manly beneficence of this 
houfe, and of him who^ropofes to you this great 
work. Your names will never be feparated before 
the throne of the Divine Goodnefe, in whatever 
language, of with whatever rites, pardon is afked 
for fin, and reward for thofe who imitate the God- 
head in his univerfal bounty to his treatures. 
Thefc honours you deferve, and they will furely 
be paid, when all the jargon of influence, and 
party, and patronage, are fwept into oblivion. 

I have fpoken what I think, and what I feel, of 
the mover of this bill. An honourable friend of 
mine, {peaking of his merits, was charged with 
having made a ftudied panegyrick. I don't know 
what his was. Mine, I am fure, is a ftudied pa- 
negyrick; the fruit of much meditation; the re- 
fult of the obfervation of near twenty years. For 
my own part, I am happy that I have lived to fee 
this day; I feel myfelf overpaid for the labours of 
eighteen years, when, at this late period, I am able 
to take my fliare, by one humble vote, in deftroy- 
ing a tyranny that exifts to the difgrace of this 
nation, and the deftruftion of fo large a part of 
the human fpecies. 
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PREFACE. 



THE rq>refeiitation now given to the pubUck 
relates to fome of the moft eflential privi- 
leges of the houfe of commons* It would appear 
of little importance, if it were to be judged by its 
reception in the place where it was propofed. 
There it was rejected without debate. The fiib- 
ject matter may, perhaps, hereafter appear to 
merit a more ferious confideration. Thinking 
men will fear cely regard the penal difColution of 
^ parliament as a very trifling concern. Such a 
diflblution muft operate forcibly as a|i example; 
and it much imports the people of this kingdoq:^ 
to coniider what leflbn that examjde is to .teach. 

The late houfe of commons was not accufed of 
an interefted compliance to the will of a court. 
The charge againfl: them was of a different nature. 
They were charged with be^ng a<9iiated by an ex- 
travagant fpirit of independency. This fpecies of 
offence is fo elofely connefted ^th pierit ; this 
vice bears fo pear a ref^mblanqe to virtue ; that 
the flight of a houfe of commons above the ex- 
act temperate medium of independence, ought to 

is:4 be 
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be correciJy afcertained, left we give encourage- 
ment to difpolitions of a lefs generous nature, and 
lefs fafe for the people j we ought to call for very 
folid and convincing proofs of the exiftcnce, and 
of the magnitude too of the evils, which are charg- 
ed to an independent fpirit, before we give fanc- 
tion to any meafure, that by checking a fpirit fo 
cafily damped, and fo hard to be excited, may af- 
fect the liberty of a part of our conftitution, which, 
if not free, is worfe than ufelefs. 

The Editor does ilot deny, that by poffibility 
fuch an abufe may exift: but prima fronie^ there 
is no reafon to prefume it. The houfe of com- 
mons is not, by its complexion, peculiarly fubjed 
to the diftempers of an independent habit. Very 
little compulfion is neceffary, on the part of the 
people, to render it abundantly complaifant to mi- 
nifters and favourites of all defcriptions. It re* 

• 

quired a great length of time, very confiderable 
induftry and perfeverance, no vulgar policy, the 
• union of many men and many tempers, and the 
concurrence of events which do not happen every 
day, to build up an independent houfe of com- 
mons. Its demolition was accomplifhed in a mo- 
ment; and it was the work of ordinary hands. 
3nt to conftrudt is a matter of fldU j to demolifli, 
force and fury are fufficient. 

The late houfe of commons has been punifhed 
for its independence,. That example is made. 

Have 
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Have we an example on record, of a houfe of com- 
mons punifhcd for its fervility? The rewards of 
a fenate fo difpofed, are tnanifeft to the wcirld. 
Several gentlemen are very defirou3 of altering tlw 
conftitution of the houfe of commons : but they 
muft alter the frame and conftitution of human 
nature itfelf, before they can fo fafhion it by any 
mode of election, that its conduct will not be in- 
fluenced by reward and punifliment; by fame, and 
by difgrace. If thefe examples take root in the 
minds of men, what members hereafter will be 
bold enough not to be corrupt? Efpecially as the 
king^s high-way of obfequioufnefs is fo very broad 
and eafy. To make a paffive member of parlia- 
ment, no dignity of mind, no principles of ho» 
nour, no refolutidn, no ability, no induftry, no 
learning, no experience are in the leaft degree ne- 
ceffary. To defend a poft of importance againft a 
powerful enemy, requires an Elliot ; a drunken 
invalid is qualified to hoift a white flag, or to de- 
liver up the keys of the fortrefs on his knees. 

The gentlemen chofen into this parliament, for 
the purpofe of this furrender, were' bred to better 
things ; and are no doubt qualified for other fer- 
vice. But for this ftrenuous exertion of inafti- 
vity, for the vigorous talk of fubmiflion and paf- 
five obedience, all their learning and ability are ra- 
ther a matter of perfonal ornament to themfelves, 

than 
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than of the leaft ufe in the performance of their 
duty. 

The prefent furrcndcr, therefore, of rights and 
privileges, without examination, and the irefolu- 
tion to fupport any minifter given by the fecret 
advifers of the crown, determines not only on all 
the power and authority of the houfe, but it fettles 
the character and defer iption of the men who arc 
ta compofe it ; and perpetuates that charafter as 
long as it may be thought expedient to keep up a 
phantom of popular reprefentation. 

It is for the chance of fome amendment before 
this new fettlement takes a permanent form, an4 
while the matter is yet foft and ductile, that the 
Editor has republifhed this piece, and added fome 
' notes and explanations to it. His intentions, he 
hopes, will exCufe him to the original mover, and 
to the world. He afts from a ftrong fenfe of the 
. incurable ill eSeds of holding out the conduct of 
the late houfe of commons, as an example to be 
Ihunned by future reprefentatives of the people. 
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iSPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 



Luna^ 14° Die Jumj^ 1784* 

AMOTION was made. That a reprefentation 
t)e prefented to his tnajefty, moft humbly 
to tiflfer to his royal confideration, that the ad« 
Afcfs of thi^ houfe, upon his majefty's fpccch from 
the throne, was diftated folely by our convi&ion 
qf his majefty's own moft gracious intentions to- 
wards his people, which, as we feel with gratitude, 
fo we are ever ready to acknowlecjge with chear- 
f\x\ne£& and fatisfadion. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, we were will- 
ing to feparate from our general expreflions of 
duty, refpeft, and veneration to his majefty's royal 
perfon and his princely virtues, all difcuf&on what- 
ever, with relation to feveral of the matters fug- 
gefted, and feveral of the expreilions employed in 
thatipeech. 

That 
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That it wa^ not fit or becoming, that any de- 
cided opinion fhould be formed by his faithful 
commons, on that fpeech, without a degree of de- 
liberation adequate to the importance of the ob- 
ject. Having afforded ourfelves due time for that, 
deliberation, we do now moft humbly beg leave 
to reprefent to his majefty, that, in the fpeech from 
the throne, his miniflers have thgught proper to 
ufe a language of a very alarming import, unau- 
thorized by the praftice of good times, and irre- 
concileable to the principles of this government. 

Humbly tq cxprefs to his majefty, that it is the 
privilege and duty of this houfe to guard the con- 
{Htution from all infringement on the part of ipi- 
nifters; and whenever the occafion requires it, 
to yrarn them againft any abufe of the authorities 
committed to them : but it is very lately,^ that 
in a manner not more unfeemly than irregular 
and prepofterous, minifters have thought proper, 
by admonition from the throne, implying diftruft 
and reproach, to convey the expeftations of the 
people to us, their fole reprefentatives;-!" and have 

* See King's Speech, Dec. 5, 1782, and May 19, 1784. 

t '* I will never fubmit to the doftrines I have heard this day 
from the woolfack, that the other houfe [houfe of commons] arc 
the only reprefentatives and guardians of the people's rights ; I 
boldly maintain the contrary— I fay this houfe [houfe of lords] 
/i equal^t/ the reprefentatives of the people, ' ' Lord Shelburnt'sfpeechy . 
April 8, 17^8. Vide Parliamentari/ Regi^er^\o\. lo, page 392. • 

: ' ; prefumed 
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J)refumed to caution us, the natural guardians of 
the conftitution, againft any infringement of it on 
our parts. 

This dangerous innovation we, his faithful com- 
mons, think it our duty to mark; and as thefc 
admonitions from the throne, by tlieir frequent 
repetition, feem intended to lead gradually to the 
eftablifhment of an ufage, we hold ourfelvcs bound 
thus folemnly to protefi againft them. 

This houfe will be, as it ever ought to be, anxi- 
oufly attentive to the inclinations and intercfts of 
its conftituents : nor do we defire to ftraiten any 
t)f the avenues to the throne, or to either houfe 
of parliament. But the ancient order, in which 
the rights of the people have been exercifed, is 
not a reftiiftion of thefe rights. It is a method 
providently framed in favour of thofe privileges, 
which it preferves and enforces by keeping in that 
courfe which has been found the moft effeciual for 
anfwering their ends. His majefty may receive 
the opinions and wifties of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their , 
feals, as expreffing their own particular fenfe : and 
he may grant fuch redrefs as the legal powers of 
the crown enable the crown to afford. This, and 
the other houfe of parliament, may alfo receive the 
wiflies of fuch corporations and individuals by- 
petition. The coUeftive fenfe of his people hi:? 
majefty is to receive from his commons in parlia- 
ment 
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ment affembled. It would deftroy the whole i^irlt 
of the conftitution, if his commons were to receive 
that fenfe from the minifters of the crown> or to 
admit them to be a proper or a regidar channel 
for conveying it. " 

That the minifters in the faid fpecch dedarci 
*' His majefty has a juft and confident reliance^ 

that we (his faithful commons) are animated 

with the fame fentiments of loyalty, and th€ 
" fame attacliment to our excellent conftitution> 
*^ which he had the happinefe to fee fo fully mani^ 
*^ fefted in every part of the kingdom/* 

To reprefent^ that his faithful commons hz\;i , 
never failed in loyalty to his majefty. It is new 
to them to be reminded of it. It is unneceffary 
and invidious to prefs it upon them by any ex»- 
ample. . This recommendation of loyalty, after his 
iflajefty has fat for fo many years^ with the full , 
fupport of all defcriptions of his fubjefts, on the 
throne of this kingdom, at a time of profoun4 
peace, and without any pretence of the exiftence 
or apprehenfion of war or confpiracy, becomes 
in itfelf a fource of no fmall jealoufy to his faithful 
commons ; as many circumftances lead us to ap- 
prehend that therein the minifters have reference 
to fbme other meafures and principles of loyalty, 
and to fome other ideas of the conftitution, than 
the laws require, or tHe pradice of parliament wiU' 
admit. . . ' 

No 
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No regular communication of the proofs of 
loyalty and attachment to the conftitution, allud- 
ed to in the Cpeech from the throne, have been laid 
before this houfe, in order to enable us to judge 
of the nature, tendency, or occafion of them; or 
in what particular afts they were difplayed; but 
if we are to fuppofe the manifeftations of loyalty 
(which are held out to us as an example for imita- 
tion) confift in certain addreffes delivered to his 
majefly, promifing fupport to his majelly in the 
cxercife of his prerogative, and thanking his ma- 
jefly for removing certain of his miniflers, on ac- 
count of the votes they have given upon bills de- 
pending in parliament, — if this be the example of 
loyalty alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, 
then we mufl: beg leave to exprefs our ferious con- 
cern fot the imprelfion which" has been made on 
any of our fellow-fubje&s by mifreprefentations, 
which have feduced them into a feeming approba- 
tion of proceedings fubverfive of their own free- 
doHi* We conceive,' that the opinions delivered 
in thefe papers were not well conlidered; nor 
.were the parties duly informed of the nature of 
the matters on which tlvcy were called to deter- 
mine, nor of thofe proceedings of parliament 
' which they were led to cenfure. 

WefihaU aft more advifedly. — ^The loyalty we 

iball manifeft will not be the fame with theirs ;^ 

Vut^we trufl:» it will be equally fincerc, and more 

enlightened 



144 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 

cnlightefted. It is no flight authority which fliall 
perfuade us (by receiving as proofs of loyalty th6 
miftaken principles lightly taken up in thefe ad* 
drefles) obliquely to criminate^ with the heavy and 
ungrounded charge of difloyalty and difafFcclion^ 
an uncorrupt, independent, and reforming parlia* 
ment.* Above all, we fliall take care that none 

of 

* In that parliament the houfe of commons by two feveral re- 
folutlons put an end to the American war. Immediately on the 
change of miniftry, which cnfued, iti order tofecure their own 
independence, and to prevent the accumulation of new burthens 
on the people by the growth of a civil lift debt, they paffed the 
efiablifhment bill. By that bill thirty-iix offices tenable by mem- 
bers of parliament were fupprefled ; and an order of payment 
was framed, by which the growth of any frefh debt was rendered 
impradiicable. The debt on the civil lift from the beginning of 
the prefent reign had amounted to one million three hundred 
thoufand pounds and upwards. Another aft was pafted for re- 
gulating the office of the paymafter general, and the offices fub- 
ordinate to it. A million of publick money had fometimes bectt 
in the hands of the paymafters: this aft prevented the poffibility 
of any money whatfoever being accumulated in that office in fur 
lure. The offices of the exchequer, whofe emoluments in time 
of war were cxceffivc, and grew in exaft proportion to the pub- 
lick burthens, were regulated; fome of them fupprefled, and the 
reft reduced to fixed falaiies. To fecure the freedom of eleftiofi 
againft the crown, a bill was paffed to difqualify all officers con<^ 
cerned in the colleftion of the revenue in any of its branches 
from voting in eleftiotis; a mod important aft, not only with 
regard to its primary objeft, the freedom of cleftion, but as ma* 
tcrially forwarding the due colleftion' of revenue. For the fame 
end, (the prefN^rving^ the freedom of eleftion) tbehoitie refcinded 
... the 
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of the rights and privileges, always claimed, and 
fince the acceffion of his majefty^s illuftrious family 
conftantly exercifed by this Jioufe (and which we 
hold and exercife in truft for the commons of 
Great Britain, and for their benefit) fliall be con- 
ftruftively furrendered, or even weakened and im- 
paired under ambiguous phrafes, and implications 
of cenfure on the late parliamentary proceedings. 
If thefe claims are not well-founded, they ought 
to be honeftly abandoned; if they are juft,'they' 
ought to be fteadily and refolutely maintained. 

Of his majefty's own gracious difpofition to- 
wards the true principles of our free conftitution, 
his faithful commons never did, or could enter- 
tain a doubt: but we humbly beg leave to exprefs 

the famous judgment relative to the Middlefex cleftion , and ex- 
punged it from the journals. On the principle of reformation 
of their own houfe, connected with a principle of publick oecO'» 
nomy, an a(^ pafTed for rendering contradlors with government 
incapable of a feat in parliament. The India Bill, ( unfortunately 
loft in the houfe of lords) purfued the fame idea to its comple- 
tion; and difabled all fervants of the Eaft India comj)any froni 
a feat in that houfe for a certain tlme^ and until their conduct 
was examined into and cleared. The remedy of infinite coi*rup» 
tions and of infinite difordcrs and opprelTions, as well as the fecu- 
rity of the moft important objeAs of publick oeconomy, periihed 
with that bill and that parliament. That parliament alfo infti-* 
tuted a committee to inquire into the colledion of the revenue 
in all its branches, which profecuted its duty with great vigour; 
and fuggefted feveral material Improvements, 

Vol. IV. L to 
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to his majefty our uneaflnefs concerning other 
new and unufual expreffions of his minifters, de-^ 
claratory of a refolution " to fupport in their ju/i 
*' balance J the rights and privileges of every branch 
" of the legiflature/' 

It were defirable that all hazardous theories con- 
cerning a balance of rightsi and privileges (a mode 
of expreflion wholly foreign to parliamentary 
ufage) might have been forborne. His majefty's 
feithful commons arc well inftrufted in their own 
rights and privileges, which they are determined 
to maintain on the footing upon which they were 
handed down from their anceftors: they are not 
unacquainted with the rights and privileges of the 
houfe of peers j and they know and refpeft the 
lawful prerogatives of the crown : but they do 
not think it fafe to admit any thing concerning 
the exiftence of a balance of thofe rights, privi- > 
leges, and prerogatives; nor are they able to dif- 
cern to what objefts minifters would apply their 
iBiftion of balance; nof what they would confidef 
as a juft one. Thefe unauthorized doctrines have 
a tendency to ftir improper difcuffions; and to lead 
to mifchievous innovations in the conftitution.* 

That 

♦ If theft fpeculations are let I00I6, thd houfc of lords may 
quarrel with their fhare of the legiflature, as being limited with 
regard to the origination of grants to the crown and the origina- 
tion of money biUs. The advifers of the crown may think pro- 
per 
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That his faithful commons moft humbly re- 
commend, inftead of the inconfiderate fpecula- 
tions of unexperienced men, that on all occafions, 

refort 

per to bring its negative into ordinary ufe; and even to difputc, 
whether a mere negative, compared with the deliberative power, 
exercifed in the other houfes, bs fuch a {hare in the legiflature, 
as to produce a due balance in favour of that branch; and thus 
juftify the previous interference of the crown, in the manner 
lately ufed. The following will ferve to (hew how much foun- 
dation there is for great cantion, concerning thefe novel fpecula- 
tions. Lord Shclburne, in his celebrated fpeech, April 8th » 
1778, expreflcs himfelf as follows : Vide Pariiamcntart/ Regificr, 
vol. X. 

** The noble and learned lord on the woolHick, in the debate 

** which opened the buiinefs of this day, aflerted that your lord- 

•* (hips were incompetent to make any alteration in a money 

*• bill, or a bill of fupply. I (hould be gUd to fee the matter 

*• fully and fairly difcuffed, and the fubjedfc brought forward and 

V argued upon precedent, as well as all its collateral relations. 

•' I ihould be pleafed to fee the queftion fairly committed, were 

•* it for no other reafon, but to hear the (leek fmooth contrac- 

" tors from the other houfe, come to this bar and declare, that 

** they, and they only, could frame a money 6ill; and they, and 

*' they oniy-j could difpofe of the property of the peers of Great Bri" 

" tain. Perhaps fome arguments more plaufible than thofe I 

** heard this day from the woolfack, to (hew that the commons 

** have an ^ncontrolable, unqualiefid right, to bind your lord- 

*' (hips' property, may be urged by them. At ii)rdent, I beg 

** leave to differ from the noble and learned lord; for until the 

•* claim, after a folemn difcufllon of the houfe, is openly an^ 

" diredly relinquifhed, I (hall continue to be of opinion, that 

** your lordfhips have a right to altcr^ amend, or rejcdt a money 

^* biU.'^' 

La 1 TW 
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refort fhould be had to the happy praclice of par- 
liament, and to thofe folid maxims of government 
which have prevailed fince the acceflion of his ma- 
jefty's illuftrious family, as furnifhing the only 
fafe principles on which the crown and parliament 
can proceed 

We think it the more ncceffary to be cautious 
on this head, as, in the laft parliament, the prefent 
minifters had thought proper to countenance, if 
not to fuggeft, an attack upon the moft clear and 
undoubted rights and privilGge3 of this houfe.* 

Fearing 

The duke of Richmond alfb, m his letter to the volunteers of 
Ireland, fpeaks of fcveral of the powers exercifed by the houfe 
of commons, in the light of iifurpations; and his^grace is of 
opinion, that when the people are reilored to what he conceives 
to be their rights, iti elc<5iing the houfe of com-mons, the other 
branches of the legiUaturc ought to be reftored to theirs* Vide 
Remembrancer^ vol. xvi. 

* By au ad: of parliament, the direv^ors of tlie Eaft India 
company are reftrained from acceptance of bills drawn Iron* 
India, beyond a certain anx)i>nt, without the confent of the eom- 
miifioners of the treafury. The late houfe of eomraons finding 
bills to an immenfe anaouat, drawn upon that body by their fer- 
vants abroad, and knowing their circuraftaneesto be exceedingly 
doubtful, came to a refolution providently cautioning the lords of 
the treafury againft the acceptance of thefc bills, until the hoolc . 
fhould otherwife direct. The court lords then took occaiion to 
declare againft the refolution asillegal-, by the commens Under*' 
taking to dired in the execution of a trufl created by act of par- 
liament. The houfe juftly alarmed at this refolution, which . 
went to the dcftruction of the whole of its fupcrinteading capa-' 

citvr 
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Fearing, from thefe extraordinary admonitions, 
and from the new doftrines, which feem to have 
diftated feveral unufual expreffions, that his ma- 
jefty has been abufed by falfe reprefentations of the 
late proceedings in parliament, wc think it our 
duty refpeclfujly to inform his majefty, that no 
stttempt whatever has been made againft his law- 
ful prerogatives, or againft the rights and privi- 
leges of the peers^ by the late houfe of commons, 
in any of their addreffes, votes, or refolutions: 
neither do we know of any proceeding by bill, in 
which it was propofed to abridge the extent of his 
royal prerogative: but, if fuch provifion had ex- 
ifted in any bill, we proteft, and we declare, againft 
all fpeeches, acjts or addreffes^ from any perfons 
whatfoever, which have a fendency to confider 
fuch bilk, orthe perfons copcerned ifi them, as 
juft objects of any kind of cenfilre and punifhment 
from the throne. Neceffary reformations may 
hereafter require, as they have frequently done in 
former times, limitations and abridgments, and 

cit)'', and particularly in matters relative to its own province of 
money, diredled a committee to fearch tkc journals, and they 
found a regular feries of precedei^ts, cx>mmcncing from the re- 
raoteft of thoie records, and carried on to that day, by which it 
appeared, that the h^ufe interfered by an authoritative advice and 
admonition, upon every a<5l of executive go v<^rnment without ex- 
ception; and in many much (Ironger cafes tlian that which the 
iords thought proper to quarrel with. 

L 3 in 
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in fome cafes an entire cxtinftion of fome branch 
of prerogative. If bills ihould be improper in the 
form in which they appear in the houfe where 
they originate, they arc liable, by the wifdom of 
this conftitution, to be correcledj and even to be 
totally fet afide, elfewhere. This is. the knowii, 
the Icgfd, and the fiife remedy : but whatever, by 
the manif^ftation of the royal difpleafure, tends tq 
intimidate individual members from propofing, 
or this houfe from receiving, debating, and paff- 
ing bills, tends to prevent even the beginning o^ 
every reformation in the ftate; and utterly de? 
ftroys the deliberative capacity of parliament.— 
We therefore claim, (iemand, and infift ypon it, 
as our undoubted right, that no perfons ihall be 
deemed proper objects of animadverfion by the 
crown, in any inode whatever, for the votes 
which they give, or the propofitions which they 
make, in parliament, 

We hutnbly conceive, that befides its fliare of 
the legiflative pow^r, and its right of impeach- 
ment, that by the la\/ and ufage of parliament, 
this houfe has other powers and capacities, which 
it is bound to maintain. This houfe is affured, 
that our humble advice on the exercife of prero- 
gative will be heard with the fame attention with 
which it has ever been regarded ;, and that it will 
\t followed by the fame; cfFecls which it has ever 
produced, during the Jiappy and glorious reigns 

of 
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of his majefty's royal progenitors; not doubting 
l^ut that, in all thofe points, we fliaU be confidered 
ais a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
not merely as an accufer of competence to crimi- 
nate.* This houfe claims both capacities; and 
we truft that we fliall be left to our free difcretion 
which of them we fliall employ as beft calculated 
for his majefty's, and the national fervice. — When- 
ever we fliall fee it expedient to offer our advice 
concerning his majefty*s fervants, who are thofe 
of the pubiick, we confidently hope, that the per- 
fonal favour of any minifter, or any fet of mini- 
flers, will not be more dear to his majefty, than 
the credit and charafter of a houfe of commons. 
It is an experiment full of peril to put the reprc* 
fentative wifdom and juftice of his majefl:y's people 
in the wrong; it is a crooked and defperate de- 
fign, leading to mifchief, the extent of which no 
human wifdom can forefee, to attempt to form a 
prerogative party in the nation, to be reforted to 
as occafion fliall require, in derogation from the 
authority of the commons of Great Britain in parr 
liament aflcmbled : it is k contrivance full of dan- 
ger, for minifters to fet up the reprefentative and 

' ^ *' I obferve at the fame time, that there is no cliarne. or 
ccmplaint fuggefled againft my prefeut minifters." — The kin^^f 
<n^n^er, 25th February 1784, to the addrefo of the hovfe of commws. 
Vide ReftdiUious of the Hovfc of Commons-, prinUid for Debrett^ p. 31. 

L 4 conftituent 
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conftitucnt bodies of the commons of this kiiigr 
dom as two feparate and diftincl powers, formed 
to counterpoife each other, leaving the preference 
in the hands of fecret advifers of the crown. In 
fuch a fituation of things, thefe advifers, taking 
advantage of the differences which may acciden- 
tally arife, or may purpolely be fomented between 
them, will have it in their choice to refort to the? 
one or the other, as may beft fuit the purpofes of 
their finifter ambition. By exciting an emulation 
and conteft between the reprefentative and the 
conftituent bodies, as parties contending for credit 
and influence at the throne, facrifices will be madq 
by both; 'and the whole can end in nothmg elfe 
than the deftruftion of the deareft rights and liber- 
ties of the nation. If there muft be another mode 
of conveying the collective fenfe of the people to 
.the throne than that by the houfe of commons, it 
ought to be fixed and defined, and its authority 
ought to be fettled : it ought not to e^vift in fo pre- 
carious and dependent a ftate as that miniflers 
fliould have it in their power, at their own mere 
pleafure, to acknowledge it with refpecj, or to re^r 
jeft it with fcorn. 

It is the undoubted preirogative of the crowi^ 
to diflblve parlianient; but we beg leave to lay 
before his majefty, that it is, of all the trufts veft" 
cd in his majefty, the moft critical and delicate, 
and that in which this houfe has the moft reafon 

• to 
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to require^ not only the good faith, but the far 
vour of the crown. His commons are not always 
%pon a par with his miniftens in an application tq 
popular judgment : it is not in the power of the 
members of this houfe to go to their election at 
the moment the moft favourable for them. It is 
in thq power of the crown to choofe a time for 
jheir diflblution whilft great and arduous masters 
of ftate and legiflation are depending, which may 
be eafily niifunderftood, and which cannot be fully 
explained before that mifunderftandingmay prove 
fatal to the honour that belongs, and to the con- 
iideration^that is due, to members of parliament. 

With his majefty is the gift of all the rewards, 
the' honours, diftinctions, favour, and graces of 
the ftate; with his majefty is the mitigation of all 
the rigours of the law; and we rejoice to fee the 
prown ppffeffed of trufts calculated to obtain goodr 
will, and charged with duties which are popular 
and pleafing. Our trufts are of a different kind. 
Our duties are harfli and invidious in their na- 
ture; and juftice and fafety is all we can expect 
in the exercife of them. We are to offer falutary, 
which ^s not always pleafing, counfel: we are to 
inquire and to accufe: and the objects of our in- 
quiry and charge will be for the moft part perfons 
pf wealth, power, and extenfive conneftions: we 
are to make rigid laws for the prefervation of 
revenue, which of necellity more or leis confine 

fomc 
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fome action, or reftrain fome funftion, which be- 
fore was free: what is the moft critical and invi- 
dious of all, the whole body of the publick impof? 
tions originate from us, and the hand of the houfe 
of commons is feen and felt in every burthen that 
preffes on the people. Whilft, ultimately, we are 
fcrving them, and in the flrft inftance whilft we are 
ferving his majefty, it will be hard, indeed, if we 
fhould fee a houfe of commons the vicHm of its 
zeal and fidelity, facrificed by his minifters to thofe 
very popular difcontents which fliall be excited by 
our dutiful endeavours for thefecurity and great- 
ncfs of his throne. No other confequence can re^ 
fult from fuch an example, but that, in future, 
the houfe of commons, confulting its fafety at the 
cxpence of its duties, and fuffering the whole 
energy of the ftate to be relaxed, will fhrink from 
every fervice, which, however neceffary, is of a 
great and arduous nature ; or that, willing to pro- 
vide for the publick necefflties, and, at the fame 
time, to fecure the means of performing that tafk, 
they will exchange independence for proteftion, 
and will court a fubfervient exiftence through the 
favour of thofe minifters of ftate, or thofe fecret 
advifers, who ought themfelves to ftand in awe of 
the commons of this realm. 

A houfe of commons, refpefted by his mini- 
fters, is effential to his majefty^s fervice: it is fit 
that they fhould yield to parliament, and not that 

parliament 
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parliament fliould be new modelled until it is fitr 
ted to their purpofes. If our authority is only to 
be held up when we coincide in opinion with his 
majefty -s advifers, but is to be fet at nought the 
moment it diflfers from them, the houfe of com^ 
mons will fink into a mere appendage of admini- 
ftration ; and will lofe that independent charafter 
which, infeparably connecting the honour and re- 
putation with the ads of this houfe, enables us to 
afford a real, effective, and fubflantial fupport to 
his government. It is the deference fhewn to our 
ppinign, when we diffent from the fervants of the 
crown, which alone can give authority to the pro- 
ceedings of this houfe, when it concurs with their 
iTieafui:es, 

That authority once lofl, the credit of his ma- 
jefty^s crown will be impaired in the eyes of all na- 
tions. Foreign powers, who may yet wifh to re- 
vive a friendly inter.courfe with this nation, will 
look in vain for that hold which gave a connec- 
tion with Great Britain the preference to an alli- 
ance with any other flate. A houfe of commons, 
of which miniflers were known to fland in awe, 
where every thing was neceflarily difcuffed, on 
pririciples fit tq be openly and publickly avowed, 
and which could not be retracted or varied with- 
out danger, furnifhed a ground of confidence in 
the publick faith, whicli the engagement of no 
ftate dependent on the fluftuation of perfonal fa- 
vour. 
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vour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If 
faith with the houfe of commons, the grand fei» 
curity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a wound is given to the political 
importance of Great Britain, which will ^ot eafily 
be healed. 

That there was a great variance between the late 
faoafe of commons and certain perfons, whom hi^ 
majefty has been advifed to make and continue 'as 
minifters, in defiance of the advice of that houfe, 
is notorious to the world. That houfe did not 
confide in thofe minifters; and they withheld 
their confidence from them for reafons for which 
pofterity will honour and refpecl the names of 
thofe who compofed that houfe of commons, dif? 
tinguifhed for its independence. They could not 
confide in perfons who have ftiewn a difpofition 
to dark and dangerous intrigues. By t;hefe in- 
trigues they have weakened, if not deftroyed, the 
clear affurance which his majefty's people, and 
which all nations ought to have, of what are, and 
what are not, the real acts of his government. 

^f it ihould be feen that his minifters may con? 
tinue in their offices, without any figpification to 
them of his majefty's difpleafure at any of their 
meafures, whilft perfons cpnfiderable for their 
rank, and known to have had accefs to his ma- 
jefty 's ,fa<pred perfon, can with impunity abufe that 
iuivantage, and employ his majefty^s name to dif- 

avow 



SPJEECH FROM THE THRONE- I J7 

Wow and counteraft the proceedings of his offi- 
cial fervants, nothing but diftruft, difcord, debility, 
contempt of ail authority, and general confufion, 
can prevail in his government. 

This we lay before his majefty, with humility 
and concern, as the inevitable effect of a fpirit of 
intrigue in his executive government; an evil 
which we have but too much reafon to be per- 
fuaded exifts and increafes. During the courfe of 
the laft feffidn it broke out in a manner the moft 
alarming. Thiis evil was infinitely aggravated by 
the unauthorized, but not difavowed ufe which 
has been made of his majefty's name, for the pur- 
pofe of the moft unconftitutional, corrupt, and dit 
honourable influence on the minds of the menl- 
bers of parliament, that ever was practifed in this 
kingdom. No attention, even to the exterior 
decorum, in the practice of corruption, and inti- 
midation employed on peers, was obferved: feveral 
peers were obliged under menaces to retract their 
declarations, and to recall their proxies. 

The commons have the deepeft intereft in the 
purity and integrity of th^ peerage. The peers 
difpofe of all the property in the kingdom, in the 
laft refort ; and they difpofe of it on their honour 
and not on their oaths, as all the members of 
every other tribunal in the kingdonii muft do ; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclufivcr 
We have, therefore^ a right to demand that no 

application 
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for the regulation of the affairs, for the preferva* 
tion of the commerce, and for the amendment of 
the government of this nation, in the Eaft Indies- 

That his majefty and his people may have an 
opportunity of entering into the ground of this 
injurious charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint 
his majefty, that, far from having made any in* . 
fringement whatfoever on any part of his royal 
prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give 
to his majefty certain powers never before, pof- 
feffed by the crown; and for this his prefent mi* 
niftcrs(who, rather than falllhort in the number 
of their calumnies, employ fome that are contradic- 
tory) have flandered this houfe, as ainiing at the 
ext^fion of an unconftitutional influence in his 
majeffy's crown. This pretended attempt to in- . 
creafe tliQ influence of the crown, they were weak 
enough to endeavour to perfuade his majefty 's 
people was amongft the caufes which excited his^ 
majefty 's refentment againft his late minifters. 

Further, to remove the impreflions of this ca- 
lumny concerning an attempt in the houfe of com- 
mons againft his prerogative, it is proper to in- 
form his majefty, that the territorial poflTeflions in 
the Eaft Indies never have been declared, by any 
publick judgment, act, or inftrun>ent, or any re»- 
folution of parliament whatfoever^ to be the fubjcft* 
miatter of his majefty *s prerogative; nor have they 
eter been underftood as^belongingto his ordinary 

adminiftration. 



admlaii^^tion^ or to be annexed or united to hif 
crown } but that tKey are acquifitiops of a new and 
peculiar defcription^* upjuiown to the ancient 
executive conftitution of this country. 

From time to time, therefore, parliament prot 
vided for their government according to its diff 
qr^on, and to it^ Qpinion of what was requiFe4 

* The territorial poffeffions in the Eaft Indies were acquired 
lo the company, in virtue of grants from the Great Mogul, la 
the nature of offices and jurifdi^ions, to ht held Under Aintf and 
dependent ppon 'itrcrown ; with the expreft condition of being 
Qb^<|icnt ip orders from Au court, and of paying an annual tri* 
hutc to Ais treafuj-y. It is true, that no obedience is yielded to 
thefe orders; and for Ibmc time pail there has been no payment 
tnade of this tribute. But it is under a grant, fo conditioned, 
that they ftill hold. To fubjed the king of Gi^at Britain at 
tributary to a foreign power, by the ads of hi^ fubj^fts— tp 
fuppofe the grant valid, and yet the condition void-^nto fuppo% 
it good for the king, and infufficient for the company-^to fup- 
pofe it an interefl diviiible between the parties ;«— thefe are fome 
few of the many legal difficulties to be furmounted, before the 
common law of Elngland can acknowledge the Eaft India com^ 
pany's Afiatick affairs to be a fubjc^ matter of prerogative, fo 9$ 
to bring it within the verge of Engliih jurifprudence. It is ^ 
very anomalous fpecies of power and property which is held 
by the Eaft India company. Our Englifti prerogative law does 
not furnifti principles, much lefs precedents, by which it can be 
defined or adjufted. Nothing but the eminent dominion of par* 
liament over every Britiih fubjed in every concern, and in every 
circumftance in which he is placed, can adjuft this new intri« 
cate matter. Parliament may ad wifely pr unwifely, juftly or 
unjuftty; but parUament alone is competent to it. 

Voi..rv. M V by. 



by the publick neceflities. We do not know itizt 
his majefty was entitled, by prerogative, to e2ter^ 
cife any a6t of authority whatfoever in the cbm* 
pany's affairs, or that in eflFeft, fuch autho^'ity has 
tver been cxercifed. ' His tnajefty's patronage was 
Hot taken away by that bill ; becaufe it is notorious 
that his* majefty never originally had the appoint* 
ment of a lingle officer, civil or military, in the 
company's eftablilhment in India; nor has the leaft 
^degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 
jDTOwn in any other manner or meafure^ than as 
the power was thought expedient to be granted by 
}L&, df parliament ; that is, by the very fame au[tho« 
rlty by which the offices were difpofed of and 
regulated in the bill^ which his majefty's fervahts 
have falfely and injurioufly reprefented as infring- 
ing upon the prerogative of the crown. 

Before th^ y^ar 1773 ^^ whole ^dminiftratiori 
of India, and the whole patronage to office there, 
was in the hands of the Eaft India company. The 
Eaft India company is not a branch of his oiajefty's 
J)f erogative adminiftration, hoi' does tliat body ex^ 
ercife ainy fpccies of authority under if, nor indeed 
from any Britifli title, that does not derive all its 
legal validity from afts of parUament, 

When a claim was afTerted to the India territo^ 
rial jJofTeffions in the occupation of the company, 
thefe poffeffions were not claimed as parcel of his 
majefty's patrimonial eftate, or as a fruit of the 

ancient-, 
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ifident inheritance' of his crown. They were 
daiitied for the publick^ And when agreements 
were made with the Eaft India company cohcern4 
ing any compofition for the holding, or any parti« 
dpation of the profits of thofe territories, the 
agreement was made with the publick, and the 
preambles of the feveral afts have lihiformly fo 
ftated it* Thefe agreements were not made (even 
nominally) with his majefty^ but with parliament > 
Sind the bills making and eftablijQiing ilich agree* 
ments always originated in this houfe, which zp* 
propriated the money to await the difpofition of 
parliament, without the ceremony of previous 
confent from the crown even fo much as fuggefted 
by any of his minifters ; which previous confent i» 
an obfeifvatice of decorum, not indeed of ftrift 
right 5 but generally paid whefn a new appropria- 
tion takes place in any part of his majefty's prero* 
gative revenues. 

In puifuance of a tight thus uiiiformly recdg- 
tii£edj and uniformly afted on, when parliament 
undertook the reformation of the Eaft India com-* 
pany in 1773, a commiffion was appointed as the 
commiffion in the late bill was appointed ; and it 
was made to continue for a term of years, as the 
commiffion in the late bill was to continue j all 
the commiffioners were named in parliament, as 
in the late bill they were named. As they re- 
ceived, fo they held their offices, wholly indepen- 

M 2 dent 
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dent of the crown; they held them for 3 fixed 
term j they were not removeable by an addrefs o£ 
cither houfe, or even of both houfcs of parlia- 
ment^ a precaution obfervcd in the late bill, rela- 
tive to the commiffioners propofed therein j nor 
were they bound by the ftrift rules of proceeding 
which regulated and reftrained the late cdmmtf* 
fioners againft all poffible abufe of a power which 
%ould not fail of being diligently and zealoully 
watched by the minifters of the crown, and.tfee 
proprietors of the ftock^ as well as by pariiamentir 
Their proceedings were, in that bill, direfted to be 
of fuch a nature as eafily to fubjeft them to the 
ftrideft rcvifion of both, in cafe of any malver- 
iation. 

In the year 1780, an acl of parliament again 
made provifion for the government of thofe jtcf- 
ritories for another four years, without Miy fori 
of reference to prerogative; nor was theleaft ob- 
jeftion taken at the fecond, dmwpc than at the firft 
' of thofe periods, as if aQ infringement had been 
made upon the rights of the crown; yet his ma- 
jefly's minifters have thought fit to reprefent the 
late commiflion Js an entire innovation on the 
conftitution, and the fetting up a new order and ' 
cftate in the nation, tending to the fubverfioa o( 
the monarchy itfelf. 

If the government of the Eaft Indies, other 

than by his majefty's prerogative, be, in.efFed, ^ 

fourth 



fourth order in the cofnmoii*wc9lt|i, tl^s cjrd^ ha* 
iong exifted ; 4>caiufe the £aft In^a- cQt^paQy has 
for many years enjoyed it in the foUeft extent^aud 
does at this day enjoy the whok jsidminiftratipn of 
thofe provinces, and thi5 patronage to pffie^J 
throughout that great empire, e^^ept as^it is con» 
.Iroled by a<9: of parliament. 

It was the iU-condition, and411-^(ipainiftration of 
the company's affairs, which induct this hgujG^ 
(merely as a temporary eft^blifhmept) toyeftthc 
fame poweris which the company did before pof' 
fefs, (and no other) for a limited time, and undef 
Very^ ftrict diredions, in proper hands, until they 
CQuld be reftored, or further provifion ^lade CQn^ 
xerni^g them. It was therefQre.no creation what^ 
«ver of a new power, but the removal of an old 
power, long fince created, and then ^i^ifting, fvQW, 
the management of thofe perfons livho had ma- 
4[iifeftly and dangeroufly abufed their tryft. This 
hioufe, which well knows the parliacxeiitary prigi© 
xrf all the company's powers and privileges, and, is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which 
may veft thofe powers and privileges in others, if 
juftice and the publick fafety fo . require; . is oon- 
^cious to itfelf, thatjt no more creates a new order 
in the ftate, by ipa^king occafional truftees for the 
^ire^^QU of the company, than it originjdly did ia 
cgi^g a inuch more peripanent truftrtp the direc- 

jlpra, Qt tQ:^$^eneral^ourt Qf Shatijftdyr: The ?nQ. 

M 3, nopoly 



l66 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 

nopoly of the Eaft India company was a deroga- 
tion from the general freedom of trade belonging 
to his majefty's people. The powers of govern* 
ment, and of peace and war, are parts of preroga*- 
tive of the higheft order. Of our competence to 
reflrain the rights of all his fubjcfts by aft of par- 
liament, and to veft thofe high and eminent pre- 
rogatives even in a particular company of mer- 
chants, there has been no queftion. We beg leave 
moft humbly to claim as our right, and as a right 
which this houfe has always ufed, to frame fuch 
bills, for the regulation of that commerce, and of 
the territories held by the Eaft India company, 
and every thing relating to them, as to our difcre* 
tion Ihall feem fit : and we aflert and maintain, 
that therein we follow, and do not innovate on 
the conftitution. 

That his majefty's minifters, mifleAby their 
ambition, have endeavoured, if poflible, to form a 
faftion in the country againft the popular part 
of the conftitution; and have therefore thought 
proper to add to their flanderous accufation 
againft a houfe of parliament, relative to his ma- 
jefty*s prerogative, another of a different nature, 
calculated for the purpofe of raifing fears and jea- 
ioufies among the corporate bodies of the king- 
dom, and of perfuading uninformed perfons be- 
longing to thofe corporations to look to, and to 
make addrefies to them as prot^ftors of theiir 

rights, 
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rigjits, under their fcveral charters, from tjie de- 
%ns v^hich they, withoijlt any ground^ charged 
the then houfe of commons to have formed 
againft charters in general. For this purpofe they 
j^ve not fcrupled to affert, that the. exertion. of 
Jiis majefty^s prerogative in the late precipitate 
change in his adminiftration, and the diflblution 
of the late parliament, were meafures adopted in 
order to refcue the people and their rights out of 
the h^nd^ q{ the JbiQufe of commons, their repre- 
sentatives. ' 

We truft that his majefty's fubjefts are not yet 
fo for deluded as to bdieve that the charters, or 
that any other of their local or general privileges 
can have a folid fecurity in any place but wherq 
that fecurity has always been looked for, and al- 
ways found, in the houfe of commons. Miferabltf 

. • • • • 

and precarious indeed would be the ftate of their 
franchifes, if they were to find no defence but 
from that quarter from whence they have always 
been attacked.* But the late houfe of commons 

in 

♦ The attempt upon charters ;ind the privileges of the carpcv 
ifitt bodies of jhe kingdom in the reigns of Charles the Second, 
^nd Jaipes the Second, was made by the crown. It was o^r* 
ried 9n by the ordinary courfeof law, u\ courts inilituted for the 
fecurity of the property and franciiifes of the people. This at- 
tempt made by the crown^ was attended with complete fuccefi^ 
The corporate rights of tl^e city of London, and of all the 
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ih p2L&tig that bill, made no attack upon any 
J>owcrs or privileges, except fuch as a houfe of 

commons 

^bmpa'tiics it conUins, wefc by fohtnn j advent of law d». 
blared 'forfeited, and all their franchifes, phvilegeg, properties 
9»d eftateS} were of courfe fei«ed into the hands of the crtmn* 
The injury was from the crown; the redrefs wasby parliatnent* 
A bill wai brought into the hov/tf of commons ^ by which thejudg- 
Qient agaihft the city of London, and again ft the Gorapanie$» 
tras reTerfbd ; axid this bill pafled the houfe of lords without 
any complaint of trefpafs on their jurifdidion, -although tjik 
bill was for a revtrfal of a jtidgment in law. By this adi, which 
}s in the iecood of William and Mary, chap. 8, the queftion of 
forfeiture of that charter is for ever taken but of the power of 
toy court of law. No cognifabce can be taken of it except hi 
|iarliament. 

. Although the aft above-tnaeiitioned has decbred the judgmeDt 
tgatnftthe corporation of London to be Uicgal; yet Blacklione 
makes no fcruple of alTerting, that *^ perhaps in ilri^nefs of 
^* law, the proceedings in moft of them [the Quo Warranto 
•* caufes] wefe fufficiently regular,'* leaving it in doubt, whe* 
th^r this ttgahiity did not Apply to the corporation of London, 
^ well as to any of the Te& ; and he feems to blame the pro- 
ceeding (as moil blamable it was) not fo much on account of 
illegality, as for the crown*s having employed a legal proceed- 
ing for political purpofes. He calls it ^* an exertion oi ana^rf" 
law for the purpofes of the (late.** 

The fame fecurity which was given to the city of London,^ 
Vould have been extended to all the corporations, if tlie houfe 
t>f commons could have prevailed* But the bill for that piir* 
Ipofc pafled but by a majority of one in the lords ; and it was 
Ifetirely loft by a prorogation, which is the adt of the crown« 
Small, indeed, Wlsf the fecarity which. 'the oofporatiola tff Lbii* 
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cpRimohs Im frequently attacked, and will attack 
•^d they truft, in the -end, with their wonted fiic- 

cefs) 

ifon enjoyed, before the adl of William and Mary, and which 
*91 the other corporations iecu red by no ftittute, enjoy at this 
kt>ur, if ftsift law was employed againft them. The ufe of 
ftri^ law has always been rendered very delicate by the fame 
4iieans, by which the almolt unmeafared leg a I powers relidlng 
'(and in many inftahces dangcroully pcfiding) in the crown, are 
Icept within due bounds; I mean, that ilrong fuperintending 
fower in the houfe of commons, which inconfiderate people 
iiavc been prevailed on to condemn as trenching on prerogative. 
^tri6i law is by no means fuch a friend to the rights of the fub* . 
•jedfc, as they have been taught to believe. They who have been 
nmdil converfaiit in this kind of learning,, will l)c mod feniible of 
^Ke danger of lubmittin^ corporate rights of high political im« 
*|iottance to thefe fubordinate tribimals. The general heads of 
49(W on that fubjedtare vulgiif and trivial. On them theire is not 
much queftion. But it is far from eafy to determine what fpe* 
^tial a^s, or what fpectal negle^ of adion, fhall fubjed corpo- 
iratdons to a forfeiture. I'here is fo much laxity in this dodrinet 
^at great noom is hit for favour or prejudice, which might give 
"to- the crown an entire dominion over thofe corporations. On 
=the other hand, it is undoubtedly true, that every fubordinate 
•corporate right ought to be fubjedi to control ; to (uperiour di« 
^re^ioa; and even to forfeiture upon juft caufe. In thisreaibn 
•iand law agree. In every judgment giv^n on a corporate right 
;ef great political importance, the policy and prudence make no 
cfciall part of the queftion. To theCe coniideratibns a court of 
•bwis not competent ; and indeed an attempt at the leall inter* 
'mixmiT 6[ fuch ideas with the matter of law, eould have no 
^tth^Bf t^€ti than wholly to corrupt the jtidicial character of the 
'¥ian,m WlM^'ittetHtt«a4j^'ikHild'e<k»e'«o'be tried. It is be« 
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eels) that is, upbn thofe which are corruptly ^d 
oppreiUvely aduiipifteredj and this hoiife do &ithr 

fuUy 

tidts to be remarked, that if in virtue of a legal procefsa forf^f^ , 
.turc (hould be adjudged, the court of law has no power to nii^ 
dityor mitigate. The whole franchife is annihil%jted, and the 
corporate property goes into the hands of the crown. They 
who hold the new dodrines concerning the power of the hooic 
of commons, ought well to confider in fuch a cafe by what 
.means the corporate rights could be revived, or the property 
could be recovered out of the hands of the crown. But par^ 
liament can do, what thtt courts peitber can do nor ought to at* 
.itvfxpU Parliament is competent to give due weight to all pOr 
litical confideratiqns. It may modify ; it may mitigate ; and it 
may render perfeftly fecure, all that it does not think fit to ta]|^ 
away. It is not likely that parliament will ever draw to4t(elf 
:tbe cognifance of queftions conc(:rning ordinary corporatiOiOft 
farther than to protect them in ca(<^ attempts are made to. induce 
A forfeiture of their frauchifesA 

The cafe of the Eafl India company is different even from ^at 
of the greatefl of thefe corporations* No monopoly of trs^^ 
• beyond their own limits, is veiled in the corporate body of any 
town or city in the kingdom. Even within thefe limits, the mo- 
•nopoly is not general. The company has the monopoly of the 
trade of half the world. The firfl corporation of tbekingdom» 
bus for the obje£l of its jurifdidtion only a few matters of fub* 
ordinate police. The Eail India company governs an empire 
through all its concerns, and all its departments, from thcloweft 
office of (economy to the highe(i councils of ftate,-r-an empire ID 
which Great Britain is in comparifpn but a rerpe6^al)U proTtocc* 
To leave thefe concerns without fqperiour cpgnifance woiddbe 
madneisi tp leave them to be judged in . the courts beloiir on .t]|e 
.principles of a confined J4nQ)(udfinQ;ft, would bc^/pUy* 4Xt Mjufl 

if 
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felly affure his majefty, that we wjH correft, and> 
if iieceffary for the purpofe, as far as in us lieSj will 
wholly deftroy every fpecies of power and autho« 
rity exercifed by Britifh fubjeifts to the oppreflion^ 
wrong, and detriment of the people, and to the 
impoverilhment and defolation of the countries 
fubjed to it. 

The propagators of the calumnies againft that 
houfe of parliament have been indefatigable in ex* 
aggerating the fuppofed injury done to the Eaft 
-India company by the fufpenfion of the author!* 
ties which they have, in every inftance, abufedj^ 

» 

if the whole |egiflatiye power is competent to the Cotreftipaof 
abufes, which are commenfurate to the immeniity of the dbje^b 
they afFedl, The idea of an abfolute power has indeed it< teN 
fours; but that objefliotl lies to every parliamentary proceeding; 
and as no other can regulate the abufes of fuch a charter^ it la 
.fitted that fovereign authority ihould be exercifed, where it is 
mofl likely to be attended with the moil effeiftuai corre^vett. 
Thefe corredtives are furnifhed by the nature and courfe of par* 
Kamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely diveriified charac* 
ters who com'pofe the two houfes. In cSt& and virtually they 
form a vaft number, variety, and fucceflion of judges and jatdrs. 
The fulnefs, the freedom, and publicity of difcuffion, leaved it 
taiy to diftinguiih what are adts of power, ami What the deter- 
minations of equity and reafon. There prejudice correds pfe* 
jadice, and the different afperities of party a^eal mitigate and neu^ 
tralife each other. So far from violence being the general cha» 
ra^eriftick of the proceedings of parliament, whatever the be- 
ginnings of any parliamentary procefs may be, its general fault 
k th« end is> that it is found incomplete and ineffeiSual* 

aft 
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ZB if power had been wrefted, by wrong and \ig 
lence, from juft and prudent hands; but they 
have, with equal care, concealed the weighty 
pounds and reafons on which that houfe had 
adopted the moft moderate of all poffible expe- 
'dients for refcuing the natives of India from op- 
preflion, and for faving the intereft of the real and 
ixoneft proprietors of their ftock, as well as that 
•great national, commercial concern, from immi^ 
nent ruin. 

The minifters aforefaid have alfo caufed it to be 
Reported, that the houfe of commons have confit 
cated the property of the Eaft India company. It 
is the reverfe of truth. The whole management. 
was a truft iFor the proprietors, under their own 
infpeclion (and it was fo provided for in the bill) 
and under the infpedion of parliament. That biUj ' 
fo far from confifcating the company's property, 
was the only one which, for feveral years paft, did 
' not, in fome fhape or other, affect their property, 
or reftrain them in the difpofition of it. 

It is proper that his majefiy and all his people 

ihould be informed, that the houfe of commons 

have proceeded, with regard to the Eaft Indii 

company, with a degree of care, circumfpedidn, 

and deliberation, which has not been equalled in 

.the hiftory of parliamentary proceedings. For 

-^'fixteen years the ftate and condition of that body 

Las never been- wholly out of their view: in the 

t year 
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^ceat i76r7 the houfe took thofc objcfts into con* 
fcicrattoii, in a committee of the wh<^ houfe: 
the bufinefe was purfued in the following year : 
in the year 1772, two committees were appointed 
for the fame purpofe, which examined into their 
affairs with much diligence, and made very ample 
reports: in the year 1773, the proceedings were 
carried to an aft of parliament, which proved in^ 
efieftual to its purpofe ; the oppreflions and abufes 
in India have fince rather increafed than diminifli- 
cd, on account of the greatnefe of the temptations ^ 
and convenience of the opportunities, which got 
the better of the Icgiflative provifions calculated 
againft ill practices, thfen in their beginnings: info- 
much that, ih 178 1, two committeess were 2^gain , 
tnftiluted, who have made feventeen reports. It ' 
was upon the moft minute, exad, and laborious 
colledion and difcuffion of fefts, that the late 
boufe of commons proceeded in the reform which 
they attempted in the adminiftration of India, but 
which has been fruftrated by ways and means the 
moft difhonourable to his majefty's government, 
and the jnoft pernicious to the conftitution of this 
kingdom. His majefty was. fo fenfible of the di£- 
orders in the company's adminiftration, that tb c: 
confideration of that fubjeft was no lefs than fi k 
times recommended to this houfe in fpeeches frcm 
the throne. 

The refult of the parliamentary inquiries . has 
'■ - 'jjcen. 
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been, that tne Eaft India company waiBrfound to-* 
tally corrupted, and totally pervertea\from/tiie 
purpofe of its iiiftitution, whether polifil^ or 
comn^ietclal ; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the charter had been abufed, by kindling 
hoftilities in every quarter for the purpofes/ of ra- 
pine ; that alitioft all the treaties of peace they have 
made, have only given caufe to fo many breaches 
of publick faith j that countries once the moft flou* 
rifhing are reduced to a ftate of indigence, de* 
cay, and depopulation^ to the diminution of our 
ftrength, and to the infinite dilhonour of our na* 
tional cbarafter j that the laws of this kingdom 
»c notorioufly, and almoft in every inftance, de^ 
fpifed; that the fervants of the company, by the 
purchafc of qualifications to vote in the general 
court, and, at length, by getting the company it* 
fdtf deeply in their debt, have obtained the entire 
and abfolute maftery in the body, by which they 
ought to have been rukd and coerced. Thus 
their malverfations in office are fupportcd inftead 
of being checked by the company. The whole of 
the affairs of that body are reduced to a moft pe- 
rilous fituation; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men, who are under the proteftion 
of this nation, and who ought to be prote(ffced by 
it^ are opprefled by a moft defpotick and rapacious 
tyranny. The company and their fervants have • 
ftrepgthened themfclves by this confederacy, have 



. fet al' defiance the authority atid adtiibnitions of 
thb hbufe employed to reform them ; and when 
this houfe had felecled certain principal delink 
^[Uents, whom they declared it the duty of th^ 
company to f ecalf, the company held out its legal 
privileges againft all refotlnation ; pofitively re* 
fufed /Yd I'ecall them; and fupported thofe whd 
had fallen under the juft cenfure of this houfe^ 
with new aAd ftronger marks of countenance and 
appTdbatibn* 

The late houfe difcovering the ifeverfed fitua* 

tion' of the company, by which the nominal fer- 

Vants are really the inafiers, aiid the offenders are 

become their own judges, thought fit to examine 

into theftate of their commerce; and they have 

alfo difcovered that their commercial affairs are in 

the gteateft diforder, that their debts have accu* 

tnulated beyond any prefent or obvious future 

mearls of payment, at leafl under the aftual admi* 

niftration of their affairs; that this condition of 

the Eaft India company has begun to affeft. the 

finking fund itfelf, on which the publick credit of 

the kingdom refts, a million and upwards being 

due to the cufloms, which that houfe of commons^ 

whofe intentions towards the company have been 

fo grofsly mifreprefented, were indulgent enough 

to refpite. And thus, inftead of confifcating their 

property, the company received without interef? 

(which in fuch a cafe had been before charged) 

the 
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the ufc of a very large fum of the publick moneyw 
The revenues are under the peculiar care of thU 
houfe, not only as the revenues originate from us» 
but as, on every failure of the funds fet apart foi: 
fupport of the national credit, of to provide for 
the national ftrength and fafety, the talk of fup« 
plying every deficiency fells upon his majcfty'f 
feithful commons, this houfe muft^ in efiSsd, taj( 
the people. The houfe therefore, at every mo» 
.ment, incurs the hazard of becoming obnoxious 
to its conftituents. 

The enemies of the late houfe of commons re* 
folved, if poffiUe, to bring on that event. They 
therefore endeavoured to mifreprefcnt the provi# 
dent means adopted by the houfe of commons for 
keeping off this invidious neceiBty, as an attack 
on the rights of the Eaft India company; for they ^ 
well knew that on the one * hand if, for want of 
proper regulation and relief, the company ihould 
become infolvent, or even ftop payment, the na» 
tional credit and commerce would fuftain an heavy 
blow; and that calamity would be juftly imputed 
to parliament, which after fuch long inquirieSy 
and fuch frequent admonitions from his. majeftyi 
had negleded fo effential and fo urgent an article 
of their duty: on the other hand they knew, that, 
wholly corrupted as the company is, nothing ef* 
fedual could be done to preferve that intereft from 
ruin, without taking for a time the national ob« , 

jca» 



^PfeECIi FROM THE THRO^L 1 77 

jefts of dieir trufts out of their hands ; and then a 
cry would be induftrioufly r^ed agalnft the houfe 
4;)f cbminohs, as depriving Britiih fubjed:s of ibm 
legal privileges. The reftraint, being plain and 
fioiple, muft be eafily underftood by thofe who 
would be brought with great difficulty, to com- 
prehend the intricate detail of matters of fad:, 
which render this fufpenfion of the adminiftration 
of India abfolutely necellary on motives of jufticp^ 
of policy, of publick honour, and publick fafety. 

The houfe of commons had not been able to de- 
vife a method, by which the redrefs of grievances 
could be effeded through the authors of thofe 
grievances} nor could they imagine how corrup- 
tions could be purified by the corrupters and the 
corrupted; nor do we conceive, how any refor- 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and 
lupporters of the perfons who have been guilty qf 
the mifdemeanors which parliament has reprg- 
hated, and who for their own iU pufpofes haye 
g^ven countenance to a falfe and delufive fiate of 
ihe coiApany's afiairs, fabricated to mifjiead pa|:lia- 
Rient, aujd to impofe upon the potion.* 

Ypujr 

# The purpofepf the ijairreprefentation being now completely 
mfwered, the,re is no doubt but the committee in this parlia- 
ment^ apj^ointed by the miniftere themfelves^ will jiijOtify the 
grounds upon which the lafi parliament proceeded; and will lay 
9pen to |he wortd^ the dreadful ftate of the company '« affairs^ 

yoiL. ly. " N -' Tind 
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Your commons feel, with a juft refentment, the 
inadequate eftimate which your minifters have 
formed of the importance of this great concern. 
They call on us to aft upon the principles of thofc 
who have not inquired into the fuhjeft; and to 
condemn thpfe who, with the moft laudable dili- 
gence, have examined and fcrutinized every part 
of it. The deliberations of parliament have been 
broken; the feafon of the year is unfavourable; 
maay of us are new members, who muft be wholly 
unacquainted with tlie fubjeft, which lies remote 
from the ordinary courfe of gtncral informa* 
tion. 

Wc are cautioned again^ an infringement of 
the conftitution) and it is impqillible to know, 
what the fecret advifers of the crown, who have 
driven out the late minifters for their conduct in 
parliament, and have diflblv^d the late parliament 
for a pretended attack upon prerogative, will con- 
sider as fuch an infringement. We are not fur- 
niflied with a rule, the obfervance of which can 
ifiake us fafe from the refentment of the crown, 
even by an implicit obedience to the dilates of 
the minifters who have advifed that fpeech: wc 

and the groflnefs of their own calumnies upon this head. By 
delay the new alTembly is come into the dilgraceful fituation of . 
allowing a dividend of eight per cent, by a A of parliamentf 
without the leaft matter bcfofc them to juftify the graBting of 
any dividend at aU. 

know 
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know not how foon thof^ minii^ecs may lie dif- 
avowed; and how foon the members of thi$ houf<i> 
for our very agreement with them, may bcxxm- 
fidered as obje<^s of his majefty's difpkafurc.^ 
Until by his majefty's goodnefs and wifdom the 
l^ta example is completely done away, we are not 
free. 

We are well aware, in providing for the affairs 
of the eaft, with what an adnlt ftrength of abufe, 
and of wealth and influence growing out of that 
abufe, his majefty's commons had, in the laft par*- 
liament, and we ftill have, to ftruggle. We are 
fenfible that the influence of that wealth, in a 
much larger degree and meafure than at any iot* 
mer period, may have penetrated into the very 
quarter from whence alone any real reformation 
can be expeded.* 

If. 

• • This will be evident to thoTe who coniider the number and 
defcription of diredlors and Cervants of theEaft India company^ 
chofen into tbeprcfcnt parliament. The light In which the prc- 
icnt mlniilers hold the labours of the houfe of commons, in 
fearching intathe difprders in the Indian adminidration, and all 
its endeavours for the reformation of th« government there, with* 
out any diftindion of times, or of the pcrfons concerned, will 
appear from the following extract from a fpeech of the prefent 
lord chancellor. After making a high-flown padegyrick on 
thofe whom the houfe of commons had condemned by their re- 
iblutions, be faid— *^ Let us not be mifledby report^ fr$>iD com^ 
mittecs oi another houfe, to which, I again repeat, Jpaynf much 
Attention^ as I -ivould do to the hijlory of Ro'tinfon Cnyoc. Let the 
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If, therefore, in the arduous iafiairs recommend- 
ed to us, our proceedings fhould be ill adapted, 
fieeble and ineffedual; if no delinquency (hould 
be pr^ented, and no delinquent ihould be called 
to account; if every perfon fhould be carefled, 
promoted, and raifed in power, in proportion to 
the enormity of his oflfences ; if no relief ihould 
be given to any of the natives unjuftly difpoffeffed 
of their rights, jurifdiftions, and properties ; if no, 
cruel and unjuft exa^ons fhall be forborne; if the 
fource of ho peculation, or oppreflive gain fhould » 
be cut ofFj if, by the omiffion of the opportuni- 
ties that were in our hands, our Indian empire 
ihould £ill into ruin irretrievable, and in its fall 
crufli the credit, and overwhelm the revenues of 
this country, we fland acquitted to our honour^ 
and to our confcience, who have reluftantly feen 
the weightieft interefts of our country, at times^ 
the mofl critical to its dignity and fafety, rendered 
the fport of tlie inconfiderate and unmeafured am- 

condudk of the Ead India company be fairly and fully inquired 
kilcy; let it be acquitted or condemned by evidence brought to 
fhe bar of the houle. Without entering very deep into the fub^ 
jc^ let me re{)ly in a few words to an obfervation which U!ii^ 
from a noble and learned lord, that the company'^ iioances are 
diiirefied, ^nd that they owe at this monient, a million fterling» 
to.the nation • When fuch a charge is brought, will parliament 
in its jufcice forget, that, the company is rcRrii^ed from ehi-«' 
ploying that crudity uhkh its great and fiouriflihg Jifuathn gives 
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« bition of individuals^ and by that means the wif* 
dom of his majefty's government degraded ii^ the 
publick eftimation^ and the policy and charader of 
this renowned nation rendered cpntemptible in 
the eyes of all Europe. 

It pafled in the negative. 
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rrTHAT the Ml inft^'toed r€ackfe;<rf tfeb^fpcech 
JL : may be ei^able^ tO: eiiter fully: into tb3r£|)]iiiK) 
of the tranfkdioa on occafigi^^ ojE whipli ij: y^ii dc^ 
livered, it may be proper to apquaiftt hinx, that 
among the ptip^ d^eiiden^ on t^ nation in the 
fouthern -pa^xt q£ T^^^t the moA confidej^able at 
prefe;^ is CQn[HD$}f^ koQwn by the title of the 
Nabob of A^col;i 

This pHnc^ owed thfi- eftabliibinent of hifl .gO.^ 
v^riunen|:> againft; t]^ <;}ajiqM of hh. 4d^r brothSor; 
^ vfell ap: tljpfe qf othfy oQiRp^tQijs, tO; the arms; 
^Ad. k^&apncc of^ t^ i^i^tijfl^ ]^;bi4Ht compaay^ 
Being thus eftabUihf^ in a co^ifidfv^e part of thei 
dominions he now poi^T^fle^t he beg^> about the: 
year 1 765, to fornix at t^p iQftigatioii,(a#he afibcts) 
of the feryaftt^ pf ti|« B^ I»4ift company, a\vajr. 
riety of de^gjos foF th^ furthcir i^tenfion o£ hik 
territories. L^ome yisai^ afters he^ean^fedr his \Sew& 
to certejn obief9tg o€ iti^friouR ai?^ dfr^ 

very p^crnidous i^atijpe. N0fie of- thefe de%i3D9> 
c^o^ildr be CQjp^edi i?»tjK)ji^ ^ aid of thfe c6m»* 
]^y's artpsi, nQJt:€0)dA thafe»afn??boeroployeai 
confifbendy wit^. an ob^da^ce to the compaj^y^ 
orders. He was theireforc a<^ifed.toiQrm^a:mois5 

fecjret. 
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fpcret, but an equally powerful intereft among the 
fervants of tkat company^ ^nd apjojir. others both 
at home and abroad. By engaging them in his 
interefis, the ufe of the company's power might 
be obtained without their ofteniible authority; 
the power might eveii be eiiiployed in defia\rce of 
tfce authority ; if the tafe &ouId require, as ki 
truth it oftea did ritjuire, dtptotctAingcf that 
degree of boldne(s. . > - 

' The company had put Wmlnto poffeffion of fc- 
veral great dties and magnificent tfeHQesr.-' T.Ti6 
good order of his afBur^, hk ikiSb'bf j^rfon?! dig* 
nity, his ideas of oriental fplendour, ami the Habits 
of an Afiatick life Qtb '^ich, being a native of 
India, and a Mahometan = he ^ad fhnhhi^nfanc^^ 
been inured) would jiatur^Iy have led hkh tafix- 
thc £iit of his govcrnmienJe^itkin his oim donfifc 
mons. In^ead &( this, he totally ibqueftered himV 
fidf from hia country; and, abindoning all appear** 
ante of ftate, he took up his r^dence in. an oMi-i 
nary hpufe) which lie purchafed in the ftfturte of 
the company^ fad^ory at Madras. In-tMt plkce he 
has Kved^ witkrout removing one day from theni*;' 
for feveral yt^rs paft. He has thert cbhtintiedi* 
conftam cabal with the coflij!lariy*s fenrahts,.froin 
the higheft to the loweft; crating, o!:u:>6f the mini ^ 
Itf tiie countty, brilliant Ibitutie^for thofe wh«^ 
will, and entirely deftrbying thofli who will not, ' 
bc&bfenwentcaiispurpofes,^^ ' ' *''" 

An 
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^ An opinion prevailed, ftrongly confinned by 
feveral paflages in his own lettcjFS, as well as by a 
combii^ation <^ circumftances forming a body of 
eridlmca which cannot bc refifted, that very great 
funis j[iave been by him 'diftributed, through a long 
cbttr&'Of yearS5 to fbme of the compai^y's fervants. 
Befide^rthefe^itfumed paymenti^ jn r^ady money: 
(of which) &om'the4ia|ureof thething^ theidhre^ 
proof iisvtry difficult)' debts hfciv^ ftii-fev^rai pe- 
riods[ 'b^ ^acknowledged to thbfp gond^mcn) to 
an irnm«pfe 4moutit i th3^ is, ' to fom^^-milliras of 
fieriihg iiumey. There is (tisoiig reafon to fiifpeidl^ 
that the body of thefe debts is wholly fiditioiui 
joidriwat hev^r created by ,■ money, hona^fide kiib. 
But eyen on a fuppoiition that this vaft fum was 
reaHy advanced^ it was impoffible th^tthevtery 
reality of fuch an aftonifliing tranfadion ihouki 
net caiife £mie degree of alarm, and iadte tofome 
fort of inquiry. /':; 

It was not at all feemly^ at a momentr when the 
company itfelf was fo difbefled, as to require a fuf- 
penfion, by aft of parliament, of the payment of 
bills drawn on them from India^^-^-^ind alio zd^tSt 
tax upon every houfe in England, in^ order tO'fa* 
cilitate the vent of their goods, an4 to avoid id- 
fiant infplvency— ^at that very moment that their 
fervants fliould appear in fo flourifldrig a condi« 
tion, a$,.beiides ten millions of other demands on 
their mailers, to be eadt^d to da^n a4ebt of three 

or 
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or four millions more from the territorial revenue 
of one of their deq[>eii(ieiit princes* 

The oftenfible pecuniary tranfadions of the na« 
bob of ArQOty with vo'y private perfons^ vc fo 
enormous, that they evidently fet afide every pre<» 
teoce of policy, which might induce a prudent 
governmeiM: in feme inflances to wink at ordinary 
loofe i»:adice in iU-mansiged departments. No 
caution could be too gr^t in handling this mat* 
ter} no:fcnitiny too e;cad. It was evidently the 
intereftvwd as evidently at ^eafl; in the.power, of 
the creditors, by admitting fecret paitddpation in 
this dark and undefined concern, to fpread cor* 
nipdon to the greateit and the moft alanning 
extent. 

Tliefb &£b rdatiMe to the debts were (b noto«; 
riCMis^the opinion ^ of their being a principal fource 
of the dtfordem of the Bntifhigovernment in India 
was fo undifputed and univerial, that there was 
BO: party,: no defcription of men in parliament, 
«dK> did. not think, themfelves boimd, if not in 
honour and confcience^ at kaftan, common d&» 
^eiKry,t«> ioftitute a -vigorous inquiry into the 
very bclKomi<>f the bufine&, before they admitted 
any^ part o£ that vaft and fuipicious charge to be 
laki upon an e^haufted country. Every plan^con* 
ckinred m^^iccSdng fuch aii. inquiry ; in order that 
fijiatev^tr was dtfoovered to be corrupt, fraudu* 
)enti. or p|)prefgpe, ibould Wad to a due animad^ 
.> verfion 
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verfionon the offenders; and if any thing {air aK^d 
equitable in its origin fhould be found (nobody 
fufpedted that much, comparatively fpeaking^ 
would be fo found) it might be provided for; in 
due fubordination, however, to the ea& of the 
fubjed, and the ferviee of the ftate. 

Thefe were the alleged grounds for an inquiry^ 
fettled in all the bills brought into parllaflient re- 
lative to India, and there were I think no lefi tha'ii 
four of them. By the bill, commonly called Mr • 
Pitt's bill, the inquiry was fpecially, and by exprefs 
words, committed to the court of dire&ors, with- 
out any refcrve for the interference of any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It was ordered that 
they Ihoukl make the inqiriry into the origin and 
juiHce of thefe debts, as hx as the materials in thetr 
pofleffion enabled them to proceed; and where 
ihey found thofe materials deficient, they fhould 
order the prefidency oi Fort St. George {[Madras]) 
to complete the inquiry. 

The court of direftors applied themfclves to the 
execution of the truft repofed in them. They firft 
examined into the amount of the debt, which Ihey 
computed, at compound intereft, to be 2,94^5600/. 
fterling. Whether their mode of computation, 
either of the original fums, or the amoufll Oft 
compound mtereft, was exaQ:; that is, ^ISeiher 
they took the intefeft too high, or the fcviftial ttP 
pital^ too low, is not material. On whatJfeve^* 
* principle 
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principle any of the calculations were made up, 
none of them found the debt to differ from the 
recital of the ad, which aiTerted, that the fums 
claimed were ** very large.'* The laft head of thcfe 
debts the diredors compute at 2,465,680/. fter« 
ling. Of the exiftence of this debt the dire&orf 
heard nothing until 1776, and they fay^ that, 
** although they had repeatedly written to the na- 
** bob of Arcot, and to their fervants, refpecting 
•* the debt, yet they had never been able to trace the 
*' origin thereof^ or to obtain any fatisfailory informal' 
** tion on the fubjeil.^* 

The court of direftors, after ftating the circum* 
fiances under which the debts appeared to them 
to have been contracted, add as follows ; " For 
^^ theie reafons we ihould have thought it our 
duty to inquire n^ry minutely into thoiie debts, 
even if the ad of parliament had been iilent on 
** the fubjed, before, we concurred in any n^eafure 
** for their payment. But with the pofitive in* 
** jundions of the aft before us, to examine into 
•• their nature and origin, we are indifpenfably 
^ bound to dired fuch an inquiry to be infti- 
*^ tuted.** They then order the prefident and 
coundl of Madras to enter into a full examination^ 

'TTie diredors having drawn up their prder to 
the prefidency on thefe principles, comn^jinicat^ 
the draught of the general letter in which thof^ < 

orders 






orders were pontained. to the board of his ma* 
jefty's minifters, and other fervants lately confii- 
tutcd by Mr. Pitt's Eaft India aft. Thefe minif- 
ters,. who had juft qurried through parliament the 
bill ordering a fpecifick inquiry, immediately drew 
.up another letter, on a principle direAly oppoiite 
to thfit, which was prefcribed by the ad of par- 
liamenty. apd foUoMred by the directors. In thefe 
fecon4 prders, all idea of an inquiry into the jus- 
tice and. origin of the pretended debts, particularly 
of thelafl^ the . greateft, and the moft obnoxious 
to fufpidon, is abandoned. Th.ey are all admitted 
and eftablifhed without any inveftigation whatfo- 
ever; except fome private conference with the 
agents of the daunants is to pa& for an inveitiga- 
tion; andafufid for their difc^arge }S ailigned and 
ifet apart out of the. revenues of tho CJarnatick.— 
To this arrangement iji favour of thpir fervants^ 
fervants fufge<^4 o£ corruption, and cpnvicled' of 
difobedience, » the diredors of the Eaft India com- 
pany were ordered to fet their hands, aflerting it 
io arife from their owii convidion -and opinion, in 
flat contradidion to their recorded fentiments, 
their ftrong remonftrance, and their declared fenfe 
o£ their duty, as well under their general truft and 
their oath as directors, as under the exprefs in- 
junctions of an ad of parliament. 

The principles upon which this fummary pro- 
ceeding was adopted :by the minifterial board, are 

ftatecj. 
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'ftated by themfelves in a number in the appendlk 
to this fpeech. 

By another fedion of the fame aft, the fame 
<durt of direftors were ordered to take into con^ 
fideration and to decide on the indeterminate 
rights of the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob of 
Atcot ; and in this, as in the former cafe, no power 
„Hrf appeal, revifion, or akeration was referved to 
'^iiif^JolhTch It was a juiSfdidtidn^,'in a canfebe- 
f ween party and party, given to the court of di» 
reftors fpecifically. It was known that the terri- 
tones of the former of thefe princes had' been 
twice invaded and pillaged, and the prince depofed 
imd imprifoned, by the company's fervants, influ- 
enced by the intrigues of the latter, and for the 
purpofe of paying his pretended debts. The com- 
pany had, in the year 1775, ordered a reftoration 
of the rajah to his government, under certain con* 
didons. The rajah complained that his territories 
i&ad riot been completely reftored to him j and that 
ino p2LTt of hts gpods^ money, t^veniK^^ or r6c6rd% 
tmjufUy tdsen aird withheld from him, were ever 
returned. The nabob, on the other hand, ncvef 

r.- » - • 

ceafed to daini: the country itfelf, and carried op 
a continued train of negotiation, that it ihptild 
again be given lip to him, in viplation of thp com^- 
pany's publick faith'. 

The direftors, in obedience to this part of the 
aft, ordered an inquiry, ayid came to 9, determip 
^ ' nation 
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nation to reftore certsun of his territories to the 

TBjd^ . TEhe minifters proceeding as in the former 

caf^^^j^ut hearing any party, refcinded the dc- 

cifion of the directors, refufed the reftitution of 

the- territory, and without regard to the condition 

of the country of Tanjour, which had been within 

a few years four times plundered (twice by the 

nabob of Arcot, and twice by enemies brought 

"Upon it folely by the politicks of the fame nabob, 

-the declared enemy of that people) and without 

difcounting a {hilling for their fufFerings, they ^c- 

<<nimulate an arrear of about 400,000 pounds of 

jpretended tribute to this enemy;, and then they 

order the diredors to "put .tiheir hands to a new 

adjucUcation,' directly contrary to a judgment in 

-31 judicial c^iarafter and truft, folemnly given by 

^doi, and entered on their records. 

Thefe proceedings naturally called for fome in* 
^uiry. On the 28th of February, 1785, Mr. Fox 
snade the following motion in the houfe of com* 
mons, after moving that the claufes of the aft 
flould be read — ^\ That the proper officer do lay 
** before this houfe copies and extracts of all let- 
** ters and orders of the court of direftors of the 
** united Eaft-India company, in purfuance of the 
injunftions contained in the 37th and 38th 
claufes of the faid aft;*' and the queftion being 
p\K, it paffed in thq ^egitivc by a ^ery great ma- 

y^m. o The 
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The laft fpecch in the debate was the following; 
which is given to the publick, not as being more 
wortliy of its attention than others (fome of which 
were of confummate ability) but as entering niore 
into the dct;nl of the iubjcct. 
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THE times we live in, Mr. Speaker, have -been 
diftinguifhed by extraordinary eventSl Ha- 
bituated, however, as we are, to uncommoh com- 
binations of 'men and of affairs, I believe nobody 
recollecls any thing more furprifing than the fpec- 
tacle of this day. The right honourable gentle- 
man,* whofe conduct is now in queftion, formerly 
ftood forth in this houfe, the profecutor of the 
worthy baronet t who fpoke after him. He 
charged him with feveral grievous adls of malver- 
fation in office; with abufes of a publick truft of 
a great and. heinous nature. In lefs' than two 
years we fee the fituation of the parties reverfed ; 
and a lingular revolution puts the worthy baronet 
in a fair way of returning the profecution in a re- 
criminatory bill of pains and penalties, grounded 
on a breach of publick truft, relative to the go- 
vernment of the very fame part of India. If he 
ihould undertake a bill of that kind, he will find 
no difficulty in conducing it with a degree of IkiU 



• Right honourable Henry Dundas. 

t Sir Thomas RuitiboM, late governour o{ Madrj^s. 
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and vigour fully equal to aU that have been exerttc! 
againft him. 

But the change of relation between thefe twa* 
gentlemen is not fo ftriking as the total difference 
of their deportment under the fame unhaj^y cir- 
cumftances. Whatever the merits of the worthy 
baronet's defence might have been, he did not 
flirink from the charge. He met it with manli- 
ne(s of fpirit, and decency of behaviour. What 
wbiild have been thought of him, if he had held 
the prefent language of his old accufer? When ar* 
tides were exhibited againft him by that right ho- 
nourable gentlenian, he did not think proper to 
tell the houfe that we oitght to inftitute no in- 
quiry, to infpect no paper, to examine no witnefs. 
He did not tell us (what at that time he might 
hzve told us with fome fliew of reafon) that our 
concerns in India were matters of delicacy; that 
to divulge any thing relative to them would be 
mifchievous to the ftatc. He did not tell us, that 
tbbfe who would inquire - into his proceedings ^ ' 
were difpofed to difmember the empire. He had 
not the prefumption to fay, that for his part, hav- ] 
,ing obtained -in his Indian prefidency, the ultimate 
o^ecl of his ambition, his honour was concerned 
in executing with integrity the truft which had i 
been legally committed to his charge : That others, 
not having been- fo fortunate, could not be fo difi 
int^refted ; and therefore their accusations could 

fpring 
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fpring from no other fouvce than fadion, and envy 
to his forttine* 

Had he been frontlefsj enough to hold fuch vain,, 
vapouring language in. the face of a grave, a de- 
tailed, a fpecified matter of accufation^ whilft he 
violently reiifted every thing which could bring 
the merits of his caufe to the teft; had he been 
wild enough to anticipate the abliirditie^ of tliis 
day; that is, had he inferred, as his lateaccufer 
has thought proper to do, that he could not have 
been guilty of malvcrlation In office, for this fole. 
and curious reafon, that he had been in office; 
had he argued the impoffibillty of his abuling his 
power on this fole principle, that he had power to. 
abufe, he would have left hm one impreffion on 
<he mind of every man who heard him, and who 
believed him in his fenfes — that in the utmofl: ex- 
tent he was guilty of the charge. 

But, Sir, leaving theie two gentlemen to alter- 
nate, as criminal and accufer, upon what principles 
they think, expedient; it is for us to confider, 
' whether the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
treafurer of the navy, afting as a board of control, 
are juftified by law or policy, in fufpending the 
legal arrangements n^ide by the court of direc- 
tory in order to transfer the publick revenues to 
the private emolument of certain fervants of the 
IKaft-India company, without the inquiry into the 
origin and jufiice of their claims, prefcribed by an 
acl ofparliainent? 



tj^ 



igS SPEECH ON THE 

It is not contended, that the aft of parliament 
did not exprcfsly ordain an inquiry. It is not at 
ferted that this inquiry was not, with equal pre- 
cifion of terms, fpecialiy committed under parti- 
cular regulations to the court of directors. I 
conceive, therefore, the board of control had no 
right wliatfoever to intermeddle in that bufmefs. 
There is nothing certain in the principles of jurit 
prudence, if this be not undeniably true, that 
when a fpecial authority is given to any perfons 
by nlme, to do fome particular act, that no others, 
by virtue of general powers, can obtain a legal 
title to Intrude themfelves into that truft, and to 
exercife thofe fpecial funclions in their place. I 
therefore confider the intermeddling of minifters 
in this affair as a downright ufurpaiion. But if 
the ftrained conftruclion, by which they have 
forced themfelves into a fufpicious office (which 
every man, delicate with regard to charafter, 
would rhther have fbusfht conftructions to avoid) 
were perfeclly found and perfectly legal, of this 
I am certain, that they caniiot be juftificd in de- 
clijiing the inquiry which had been prefcribed to 
the court, of directors. If the board of control 
did lawfully poffefs the right of executing the fpe- 
ci^l truft given to that court, they muu take it "as 
th/ey found it, fubjeo: to the very fame regulations 
which bound 'the court of .directors. It will be 
allowed that xht court of direclors liad. pb iuthp- 
rjty to difpehfe with either the fubllahce or the 

xivode 
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uiode of mquiry pi^fcribed by tbe act of parlia- 
znent. If they had not, where, in the act, did the 
board of control acquire thut capacity ? Indeed, it. x 
\i^as iinpOiTible they Ihould acquire it. — What niuft 
we think of the fabrick and texture of an acl of 
parliament which fiaould find it neccffary to pre- 
i'cribe a fliri-ct inquifition; that fliould defcend into 
minute regulations for the conduct of that inquifi- 
tion; that fliould commit this trufl: to a particular 
defcription of men, and in the very fame breath 
ihould enable another body, at their own pleafure, 
to fuperfede ail the provifions the legiflature had 
made, and to defeat the whole purpofe, end, and 
objecl: of the lav/? This cannot be fuppofed even 
of ;m acl of parliament conceived by the miniftcrs 
themfelves, and brought forth during the delirium 
of the lafl: feffion. 

My honourable friend has told you in tlie fpccch 
which introduced his motion, that fortunately this 
queftion is not a gr^at deal involved in the laby- 
rintlis of Indian detail. Certainly not. But if it 
were, I beg leave to affure you, that there is no- 
thing in the Indian detail which is more diflicuit 
than in the detail of any other bufinefs. I admit, 
becaufe I have fomc experience of the faft,.that for 
the intcrlour regulation of India, a minute know^ 
ledge of India is requifitc. But on any Ipecifick 
matter of delinquency in its government, you are 
as capable of judging, a$ if the fame thing were 

O 4 ^ done 



200 SPEECH ON THE 

done at your door. Fraud, injuflice, oppreflion, 
peculation, engendered in India, are crimes of the 
fame blood, family, and caft, with thofe that are 
born and bred in England. To go no farther than ^ 
the cafe before us: you are juft as competent to 
judge whether the fum of four millions fterling 
ought, or ought not, to be paffed from the publick 
treafury into a private pocket, without any title 
except the claim of the parties, when the iffue of 
SzA is laid in Madras, as when it is laid in Weft- 
Uiinfter. Terms of art, indeed, are different in 
different places ; but they are generally underftood 
in none. The technical ftyle of an Indian treafury 
is not one jot more remote than the jargon of our 
own exchequer, from the train of our ordinary 
ideas, or th,e idiom of our common language. 
The difference therefore in the two cafes is not in 
the comparative difficulty or facility of the two 
fubjefts, but in our attention to the one, and our 
total jneglecl of the other. Had this attention and 
neglect been regulated by the value of the feveral 
objects, there would be nothing to complain of. 
But the reverfe of that fuppofition is true. The 
iccne of the Indian abufe is diftant indeed ; but 
we mufl not infer, that the value of our interefl: 
in it is decreafed in proportion as it recedes from 
our view. In our politicks, as in our common 
pondud, we fliall be worfe than infants, if we do 
not put our fenfes under the tuition of our judg* 

menty 
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ment, and efiedually cure ourfdves of that optical 
illufion which makes a briar at our nofe of greater 
magnitude, than an oak at hve hundred yards 
diftance» 

I think I can trace all the calamities of this coun- 
try- to the fingle fource of our not having had 
fteadily before our eyes a general, comprehenfive, 
well-Gonneded^ and weU-proportioned view of the 
whole of our dominions, and a juft fenfe of their 
true bearings and relations. After all its reduc* 
tions, the Britifh empire is flill vaft and various. 
After all the reduffions of the houfe of commons, 
(ftHpped as we are of our brighteft ornaments, 
4nd of our moft important privileges) enough are 
yet left to furnifh us, if we pleafe, with means of 
ihewing to the world, that we deferve the fuper- 
intendance of as' large an empire as this kingdom 
ever held, and the continuance of as ample privi- 
leges as the houfe of commons, in the plenitude of 
its power, had been habituated to aflert. But if 
we make ourfelves too little for the fphere of our 
duty; if, on the contrary. We do notftretch ajntd 
expand our minds to the compafs of their object, 
be well affured, that every thing about us will 
dwindle by degrees, until at length our concerns 
are fhrunk to the dimenfions of our minds. It is 
not a prediledion to mean, fordid, home-bred 
cares, that will avert the confequences of a falfe 
-eflimation of our intereft, or prevent the fbamefid 

dilapidation 
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dilapidatioi) into which a great empire muft fall, 
by mean reparations upon mighty ruins. 

I confefs I feci a degree of difguft, almoft lead- 
ing to defpair, at the manner in which we are 
acling in the great exigencies of our country. 
There is now a bill in this houfe, appointing a 
rigid inquifition into the minuteft detail of our 
oflices at home. The collection of fixteen millions 
annually; a collection on which the publick great- 
nefs, fafety, and credit have their reliance; the 
whole order of criminal jurifprudence, which ^ 
holds together fociety itfelf, have at no time 
obliged us to call forth fuch powers; no, nor any 
thing like them. There is not a principle of the 
law and conftitution of this country that is not 
fubverted to favour the execution of that projecl:.* 
And for what is all this apparatus of buftle and 
terrour? Is it becaufe any thing fubftantial is ex» 
pefted from it? No. The ftir and buftle itfelf is 
the end propdfed. The eyc-fervants of a &oit- 
fighted matter will employ themfelves, not on 
what is moft effential to his affairs, but on what is 
neareft to his ken. Great difficulties have given 
a juft value to oeconomy ; and our minifter of the 
day muft be an, oeconomift, whatever it may coft 
us. But where is he to *exert his talents ? At ' 
■home to be fure ; for where elfe can he obtain a ^ 

* profitable credit for their exertion? It is nothing 

r . . . ' 
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to him, whether the objeft on which he works 
under our eye be promiliug or not. If he does 
not obtain any publick benefits^ he may make re- 
gulations without end. Thofe are fure to pay in 
prefent expeftation, whilft the efFecl is at a diftance, 
and may be the concern of other times, and other "^ 

men. On thefe principles he choofes to fuppofe 
(for he does not pretend more than to fuppofe) a. 
naked pofiibility, that he ftiall draw fome refource 
out of crumbs dropped from the trenchers of pe- 
nury; that fomething Ihall belaid in ftore from 
the fliort allowance of revenue officers, overloaded 
»with duty, and famifliedfor want of bread; by a 
reduftion from officers who are at this very hour ' 
ready to batter the treafury with what breaks 
through ftone walls, for an increaji of their ap-r 
pointments. Fron:>. tiie marrowlefs bones of thefe- 
feeleton eftablifliments, by the ufe of every fort- 
of cutting, and of every fort of fretting tool, he 
flatters himfelf that he may chip and rafp an em- 
pirical alimentary powder^ to diet into fome fimi- 
litiide of health atid fubftancc the languifliing cliiv 
merus of fraudulent reformation. ; , > 

Whilft lie is thus employed according to hisipa- 
licy and to his tafte, he has not Icifure to inquire 
into thofe abufes in India that aire drawing off mo- 
ney by millions from the treafures of this country^ 
which arc exhaufting the vital juica^ from mem* 
bcrs of the ftate, where the publick inanition is far 

more 
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more forcly felt than in the local exchequer of 
England. Not content witl^ winking at thefc 
abufes, whilft he attempts to fqueeze the laborious 
iU-paid drudges of Englilh revenue, he lavifiies in 
one aft of corrupt prodigality, upon thofe who 
never fervcd the publick in any honeft occupation 
at all, an annual income equal to two thirds of the 
whole collcftion of the revenues of this kingdonfif 
Aftuated by the fame principle qf choice, he 
has now on the anvil another fche^ie, full of dif- 
ficulty and defperate hazard, which totally alteri 
the commercial relation of two kingdoms; an4 
what end foever it (hall have, may bequeath a le- 
gacy of heart-burning and difcontent to on? of the 
countries, perhaps to both, to be perpetuated to 
the lateft poilerity. This projeft is alfo undertakei]i 
on the hope of profit. It is provided, that out 
of fome (I know not what) remains of the Iriib 
hereditary revenue, a fund at fome time, and of 
ibme fort, ihould be applied to the proteftion of 
the Irifh trade. Here we are commanded again 
to tafk our faith, and to 'perfuade ourfdves, that ^ 
6ut of the furplus of deficiency, out of the iavings 
ef habitual and fyftematick prodigality, the mi- 
nifter of wonders will provide fupport for tlus na< 
tion, finking under the mountainous load of two 
hundred and thirty millions of debt. But whilft 
we look with pain at his defperate and laborious 
trifling i whilfl we are apprehenfive that lie wil| 

break; 
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break his back in (looping to pick up chaff and 
ftraws, he recpvers himfelf at an elaftick bound, 
and with a broad-caft fwing of hk arm, he fquan- 
ders over his Indian fidd a fum far greater than 
thi dear produce of the whdie hereditary revenue 
of tlie kingdom of Trdand.* 
< Strang;e as this icheme of condud in miniihy is,, 
tuid inconilftent with all juft policy, it is /ftill true 
to itfelf, and faithful to its own perverted order. 
Thofe who are bountiful to crimes, will be rigid to 
merit, and penurious to fervice. . Their penury is 
even held out as a blind and cover to their prodi- 
gality. The oeconomy of injufliice is, to furnifti 
refources for the fund of corruption. Then they 
pay off their protection to great crimes and great 
criminals, by being inexorable to the paltry , firail- 
ties of little men ; and thefe modern flagdlants are 
fure, with a rigid fidelity, to whip their own 
enormities on the vicarious back of every fmall 
offender. 

It is to draw your attention to ceconomy of 

quite another order; it is to animadvert on of- 

. f^nc^ of a far different defcription, that my ho- 

* The whole of the net Irifh hereditary revenue is, on a me- 
dii^m of the lad feven years, about 330,00c/. yearly; The re-^ 
renued of all denominations fall (hort more than 1 50,000/. 
yearly of the charges. On the prefint produce, if Mr. Pitt's 
fdieme was to take place^ he might gain from lev(!n to ten 
^ouffiQd ppunds a year. 

nourable 
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nourable friend has brought before you the motion 
of this day. It is to perpetuate the abufes which 
-are fubverting the fabrick of your empire, that 
the motion is oppofed. It is therefore with reafon 
(and if he has power to carry himfelf thrqugh, I 
commend his prudence) that the right honourable 
gentleman makes hisftand at the very outfetj and 
boldly refufes all parliamentary information* Let 
him admit but one ftep towards inquiry, and he 
is undone. You muft be ignorant, or he cannot 
be fafe. But before his curtain is let down, and 
the fhades of eternal night fliall veil our ' eaftern 
dominions from our view, permit me, Sir, to avail 
myfelf of the means which were furniflied in anx- 
ious and inquifitive times, to demonftrate out of 
this fingle aft of the prefent minifter, what advan- 
tages you are to derive from permitting the greateft 
concern of this nation to be feparated from the 
cognizance, and exempted even put of the com- 
petence, of parliament. The greateft body of yoiir 
revenue, your moft numerous armies, your qibft 
important commerce, the richeft fources of your 
publick credit, (contrary to every idea ^f the 
known fettled policy of England) are on the point . 
of being converted into a myftery of ftate. You . 
are going to have one half of the globe hid even 
from the common liberal curiofity of an Engliih 
gentleman. Here a grand revolution commences. 
Mark the period, and mark the circumftanc^s. In 
■ > moft 
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moft of the capital changes that are recorded in 
the principles and fyftem of any governnnent, a 
piiblick benefit of fome kind or other has been 
pretended. The revolution commenced in fome- 
thing plaufible; in fomething which carried the 
appearance at leaft of puniftiment of delinquency, 
or correction of abufe. But here, in the very mo- 
ment of the converfion of a department of Britilh 
government into an Indian myftery, and in the 
very act in which the qhange commences, a cor- 
rupt, private intereft is fet up in dired oppofition 
to the neceffities of the nation. A diveriion is 
made of millions of the publick money from the 
publick treafury to a private purfe. It is not into 
fecret negotiations for war, peace, or alliance, that 
the houfe of commons is forbidden to inquire. It 
is a matter of account ; it is a pecuniary tranfac- 
tion ; it is the demand of a fufpefteddeward upon 
ruined tenants and an embarraffed mafter, that 
the commons of Great Britain are commanded 
not to infpeft. The whole tenour of the right 
/honourable gentleman's argument is confonaht to 
' the nature of his policy; vThe fyftem of conceal- 
ment is fo^iered by a fyftem of falfehood. Falfe 
fafts, falfe colours, falie names of perfons and 
things, are its whole fupport. 

Sir, I mean to follow the right honourable gen- 
tleman over that field of deception, clearing what 
. he has purpofely obfcured, and fairly ftating what 

it 
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it was ncceffary for him to mifreprefent. For this 
purpofe^ it is neceflary you fliould know with 
fome degree of diftindnels, a little of the locality, 
the nature, the circumftanccs, the magnitude of 
the pretended debts on which this marvellous do* 
nation is founded, as well as of the perfons from 
whom and by whom it is claimed. 

Madras, with its dependencies, is the fecond 
(but with a long interval, the fecond) member of 
the Britifh empire in the eaft. The trade of that 
city, and of the adjacent territory, was, not very 
long ago, among the moft flourilhing in Afia. But 
fince the eftablifhment of the Britiih power, it has 
wafied away under an uniform gradual decline; 
inibmuch that in the year 1779 not one merchant 
of eminence was to be found in the whole coun- 
try.* During this period of decay, about fix hun- 
dred thou£md fierling pounds a year have been 
drawn oflF by Englifli gentlemen on their private 
"account, by the way of China alone, t If we add 
four hundred thoufand, as probably remitted 
through other channels, and in other mediums, 
that is, in jewels, gold, and filver direftly brought 
to Europe, and in^ bills upon the Britiih and fo« 
reign companies, you will fcarcely think the matter 
over-rated. If we fii^ the commencement of this 

* Mr. South's eKamiiiation before the feled committee, Ap- 
pendixt No. 2. 
f Appendix^ No. a« 

extraction 
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extraction of moiiey from the Catnatick at a pe* 
nod no earlier than the year 1760, and clofe it in 
ijie year 1780, it probably will not amount to a 
great deal lefs than twenty millions of money. 

During the deep filent flow of this fteady ftream 
6f wealth, which fet from India into Europe, it 
generally pafled on with no adequate obfervation ; 
but happening at fome periods to meet rifts of 
rocks that checked its courfe, it grew more noify 
and attracted more notice. The pecuniary difcuf- 
fions caufed by an accumulation of part of the for- 
tunes of their fervants in a debt from the nabob of 
Arcot, was the firft thing which very particularly 
called for, and long engaged, the attention of the 
court of direftors. This debt amounted to eight 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds fterling, and 
was claimed, for the greater part, by Englifli gen- 
tlemen, refiding at Madras. This grand capital, 
fettled at length by order at ttn per cent, afforded 
an annuity of eighty-eight thoufand pounds.* 

Whilft the direftors were digefting their afto- 
Bifhment at this information, a memorial was pre- 
fented to them from three gentlemen, informing 
them that their friends had lent likewife, to n^er- 
chants of Canton in China, a fum of not more 
than one million fterling. In this memorial they 
called upon the company for their affiftance and 



/ 



* Fourth report, Mr. Dundaa's committee, p. 4. 
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interpolition with the Chinefe government for the 
recovery of the debt. This fum lent to Chinefe 
merchants, was at 24 fer cent, which wpuld yields 
if paid, an annuity of two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds.* 

Perplexed as the direftorsf were with thefe de- 
mands, you may conceive. Sir, that they did not 
find themfelves very much difembarraffed, by be- 
ing made acquainted that they muft again exert 
their influence for a new referve of the happy par- 
fimony of their fervants, collected into a^ fecond 
debt from the nabob of Arcot, amounting to two- 
millions four hundred thoufand pounds^ fettled at 
an intereft of 1 2 per ce?ft. This is known by the 
name of the ConfoUdation of 1777, as the former 
of the nabob's debts was by the title of the Con- 
foUdation of 1767. To this was added, in a fepa- 
rate parcel, a little referve called the Cavalry debt, 
of one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, at the 
jl^ame intereft. The whole of thefe four capitals, 
amounting to four millions four hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds, produced at their feve^ral rates,. . 
annuities amounting to fix hundred and twenty- 
three thoufiind pounds a year ; a good deal morc^ ■ 
than one-third of the dear land-tax of England^- 

♦ A witnefs exatnined before the committee of fecrccy fays, 
, that eighteen fer cejit, was the ufual inteicft; but he had heard^ 
that more had been 'g^iven. The above is the account which 
Mr. B. received. 

at ' 
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it four fliillings in the pound ; a good deal more 
than double the whole annual dividend of the Eaft 
tndia company^ the nominal mafters to the propri- 
etors in thcfe funds* Of this intereft, three hun- 
dred and eighty -three thoufand two hundred 
pounds a year flood chargeable on the publick re- 
venues of the Carnatick. 

Sir, at this moment, it will not be neceffary to 
confider the. various operations which the capital 
and intereft of this debt have fucceffively under- 
gone. I fliall fpeak to thefe operations when I come 
particularly to anfwer the right honourable gen tle- 
iuan on each of the heads, as he has thought pro- 
per to divide them. But this was the exact view 
in which thefe debts firft appeared to the court of 
directors, and to the world. It varied afterwards. 
But it never appeared in any other than a moft 
queftionable fliape. When this gigantick phantom 
of debt firft appeared before a young minifter, it 
naturally would have juftified fome degree of 
doubt and apprehenfion. Such a prodigy would 
have filled any common man with fuperftitious 
fears. He would ex;orcife that fliapelefs, namelefe 
form, and by every thing facred would have ad- 
jured it to tell by what means a fmall number of 
flight individuals, of no confequence or fituation, 
polTeffed of no lucrative offices, without the com- 
mand of armies, or the known adminiftration of 
revenues, without profeffion pf any kind, without 

F z any 
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any fort of trade fufficient to employ a pedlar^, 
could have, in a few years (as to fome, even 
in a few months) amaffed treafures equal to the 
revenues of a refpeftable kingdom? Was it not 
enough to put thefe gentlemen, in the noviciate 
of their adminiftration, on their guard, and to call 
upon them for a ftrift inquiry (if not to juftify 
them in a reprobation of thofe demands without 
any inquiry at all) that when all England, Scot- 
knd, and Ireland had for vears been witnefs to 
the immenfe fums laid out by the fervants of the 
company in flocks of all denominations, in the 
purchafc of lands, in the buying and building c^ 
houfes, in the fecuring quiet feats in parliament, 
or in the tumultuous riot of conteifled eiecttons, in 
wandering throughout the whole range of thofe 
variegated modes of inventive prodigality, which 
fom;etimes have excited our wonder, fometimes- 
roufed our indignation; that after all India was- 
four millions ftill in debt to them? India in debt 
to them ! For what ? Every debt for which an equi- 
valent of fome kind or other is not given, is on 
the face of it a fraud. What is the equivalent they 
have given? What equivalent had they to give? 
What are the articles of commerce, or the branches 
pf manufafture which thofe gentlemen have car- 
ried hence to enrich India ? What are the fciences 
fhey beamed out to enlighten it ? What are the 
arts tiiey introduced to cheat and to adorn it t 

What 
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'What a^c the rjeligioua, what the moral inftitu- 
tions they have taught among that people as a 
guide, to life, or as a confolation when life i^ to he 
no more, that there is an eterjid debt, a debt 
«« ftill paying ftiU to owe^'^ which muft be bound 
on tlie prefenl: generation in Indis^ and entailed oa 
their mortgaged pofterity fp;* ever? A debt of 
million^, in favour of a fet of men, wbofe name§, 
with few exceptions, are either buried in the ob- 
fcurity of their origin and talents, or dragged into 
Hghjt by the enormity of their crimes ? 

f n my opinion the co^r^gP of the minifter was 
the moft wonderful part pf the tranfadion, efpe- 
cially as he muft have read, or father the right 
honourable gentleman fays, he h^.^ read for him, 
yhole volumes upon the fubjeft* ^he volumes, 
by the way, are x\ot by one tenth part fo nume- 
rous as the right honourable gentleman Jj^as, thought 
. proper to pretend, in order to frighten you from 
inquiry:; hut in thefe volumes^ fiich as they arc, 
the minifter muft have found a full authority fbr 
a fufpicion (at the very leaft) of every thing rela- 
tive to the great fortunes made at Madras. What 
is that authority ? Why no other than the ftand- 
ing authority for all the clairiis which the jniniftry 
has thought fit to provide for — the grand debtor 
—the nabob of Arcot himfelf. Hear that prince, 
in the letter written to the court of diredors, at 
the precife period^ whilft the main body of thefe 

P3 debts 
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debts were contrafting. In his letter he ftatesi 
himfelf to be, what undoubtedly he is, a moft 
competent witnefs to this point. After fpeaking 
of the war with Hyder Ali in 1768 and 1769, and 
of other meafures which he cenfures (whether right 
or v^Tong it fignifies nothing) and into which hq 
fays he had been led by the company's fervants ; 
he proceeds in this manner — " If all thefe things 
*' were againft the real interefts of the company, 
*' they are ten thoufand times more againft mine, 
*' and againft the profperity of my country, and 
** the happinefs of my people; for your interefts 
f* and mine are the fame. Wbat were they owing 
f* to then? to the private views of a few individuals^ 
f • who have enriched themfelvcs at the expence of your 
f * influence^ and of my country; for your fervanU 
« HAVE NO TRADE IN THIS COUNTRT; nei- 
*' ther do ycupay them high wages ^ yet in a few years 

they return to England with many lacks of pagodas. 

How can you or I account for fucb immenfe fortunes 

acquired in fo fhort a time^ without any vijible 

means of getting themV* 

When he alked this queftion, which involves its 
anfwer, it is extraordinary that curiofity did not 
prompt the chancellor of the exchequer to that 
inquiry, which might come in vain recommended 
to him by his own aft of parliament. Does not 
the nabob of Arcot tell us in fo many words, that 
there was no fair way of making the enormous 

fums 
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fums fent by the company's ferv^nts to England? 
and do you imaguic that there was or could be 
joaore honefty and good faitji, in the demands for 
what remained behind in India? Of what nature 
Were the tranfadions with himfelf ? If you follow 
jthe train of his information you muft fee, that if 
ithefe great fums were at all lent, it was not pror 
pcrty, but fpoil that was^ lent ; if not lent, the 
jtranfaftlon was not a contract, but a fraud. Either 
w^ay, if light enough could not be furnilhed to 
authorize a full condemnation of thefe demandi^ 
they ought to have been left to the parties, who 
|left knew and underftood each other's proceedings. 
It was not neceffary that the authority oi govern- 
ment fliould interpofe in favour of claims, whofe 
very foundation was a defiance of that authority, 
and whofe object ajid end was its entire fubver- 
£on. 

It may he Ciid that l:his letter was written by the 
nabob qf Arcpt in a moody humour, under th$ 
influence of fome chagrin. Certainly it was; but 
^t is in fuch humours that truth comes out. And 
when he tells you from his own l^nowledge, what 
every one muft prefume, from the extreme pro- 
bability of the thing, whether he told it or not, 
-one fuch teftimony is worth a thoufand that coa- 
tradict that probability, when the parties have a 
better underftanding with each other, and when 
.they have a point to carry, that may unite them 
in a common deceit. 
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If this body of private claims of debt, real or 
devifed, were a <^ueftion, as it is falfely pretended, 
between the nabob of Arcot as debtor, and Paul 
Benfield and his affociates as creditors, I am fure, 
I ihould give myfelf but little trouble about it. If 
the hoards of oppreflion were the fund for fatis- 
fying the claims of bribery and peculation, who 
would wifli to interfere between fuch litigants? 
If the demands were confined to what might be 
drawn from the treafures, which the company*^ 
records uniformly affert that the nabob is in, pof- 
feffion of; or if he had mines of gold pr filver, 
or diamonds (as we know that he has none) thefc 
gentlemen might break open his hoards, or dig in 
his mines, without any difturbance from me. But 
the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe know 
as well as I do, and they dare not contradift me, 
that the nabob of Arcot and his creditors are not ' 
adverfaries, but collufive parties, and that the 
whole tranfaftion is under a falfe colour and'Mfe 
names. The litigation is not, nor ever has been, 
between their rapacity and his hoarded riches. 
No; it is between him and them combining and 
confederating on one fide,- and the publick reve- 
nues, and the miferable inhabitants of a ruined 
country, on the other. Thefe are the real plain- 
tiffs and^the real defendants in the fuit. Refiifing 
a fhilling from his hoards for the fatisfa^tion of 
any demand, the nabob of Arcot is always ready, 
nay, he earntftly, and with eagernefs and pafiion, 

contends 



^ABOB OF argot's DEBTS. HI J 

contends for delivering up to thefe pretended cre- 
ditors his territory and his fubjeds. It is there*- 
fore not from treafuries and mines, but from the 
food of your unpaid armies, from the blood with- 
held from the veins, and whipt out of the backs 
of the moft miferable of men, that we are to pam- 
per extortion, ufury, and peculation, under the 
falfe names of debtors and creditors of ftate. 

The great patron of thefe creditors (to whole 
honour they ought to ereft ftatues) the right ho- 
nourable gentleman*, in ftating the merits which 
recommended them to his favour, has ranked 
them under three grand divifions. The firft, the 
creditors of 1 767; then the creditors of the cavalry 
loan; and laftly, the creditors of the loan in 1777. 
Let us examine them, one by one, as they pafs in 
review before us. , 

The firft of thefe loans, that of 1767, he infifts, 
has an indifputable claim upon the publict juftice. 
The creditors, he affirms, lent their money pub- 
lickly ; they advanced it with the exprefs know- 
ledge and approbation of the company; and it 
was contrafted at the moderate intereft of ten per 
.cent. In this loan the demand is, according to 
him, not only juft, but meritorious in a very high 
degree ; and one would be inclined to believe he 
thought fo, becaufe he has put it laft in the pro- 
vifion he has made for thefe claims. 

, * Mi\Dundas. 
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I readily admit this debt to ftand the faireft 
cf the whole ; for whatever may be my fufpicions 
concerning a part of it, I can convict it of nothing 
jworfe than the moft enormous ufury. But I can 
convict upon the fpot the right honourable gentle? 
man, of the moft daring mifreprefentation in every 
one fact, without any exception, that He has yal- 
leged in defence of this loan, and of his own 
conduct with regaid to it. I will fliew you that 
this debt was never contracted with the knowledge' 
of the company ; ,that it had not their approba- 
tion ; that they received the lirft intelligence of it 
ivith the utmoft poflible furprife, indignation, and 
alarm. 

So far from being previoufly apprized of .the 
tranfaclion from its • origin, it was two years 
J)cfore the court of directors obtained any official 
^intelligence of it. " The dealings of the fervant? 
f^ with the nabob were concealed from the firft, 
*" uptil they were found out,.'' (fays Mr. Sayer, 
the company^s counfel) " by the report pf the 
" country/' The preiidency, however, at laft 
thought proper to fend an official accpunt. On 
this the direftors tell them, '' to your great rcr^ 
^' proach it has been concealed from us. We cannot 
^' but fufped this debt to have had its weight in 
?* your propofed aggrandizement of Mahomed Alt [the ' 
?* nabob oC Arcot] j but whether it has or has not, 

« certaii^ 
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^ certain it i^, you are guilty of an high breach 
^ of duty in concealing it from us," 

Thefe expreffions, concerning the ground of the 
trafifaction, its efFecl, and its clandeftine nature, 
are in the letters, bearing date March 17, 1769. 
After receiving a more full account on the 234 
March, ^77^7 they ftate, that ^^ Mefe-s. John Py- 
^* bus, John Call, and James Bourbhier, as truf- 
■^^ tee$ for themfelyes swid others of the nabob's 
?' private creditors, had proved a deed pf affign-^ 
f* ment upon the nabob and his fon of FIFTEEN 
5' diftricls of the nabob's country, the revenues of 
f* which yielded, in tinie of peace, eight Tacks of 
f^ pagodas [320,0001. fterling] annually; andlike- 
5* wife an aflignment of the yearly tribute paid the 
f^ nabob from the rajah of Tanjpre, amounting to 
5* four lacks of rupees [40,0001]/' The territorial 
revenue, at that time poffeffed by thefe gentlemen, 
without the knowledge or confent of their matters, 
^mounted to three hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling annually. They were making ra- 
pid ftrides to the entire poffeffion of the country, 
5vhen the direftors, whom the right honourable 
gentlem^in ftates as having authorized thefe pro- 
ceedings, were kept in fuch profound ignorance 
f>{ this royal acquilition of territorial revenue by 
their fervants, that in the fame letter they fay, 
f* this aflignment was obtained by three of the mem- 
f ben of your boards in January 1767, yet we do 
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^* not find the leaji trace of it upon your confulta* 
" tions, until Auguft 1768, nor do any of your 
^* letters tor us afford any information relative to 
" fuch tranfadions, till the ift of November 1768. 
" By your laft letters of the 8th of May, 1769, 
*' you bring the whole proceedings to light in one 
** view.'* 

As to the previous knowledge of the company, 
and its fanftion to the debts, you fee that this 
aflbrtion of that knowledge is utterly unfbunded. 
But did the direftors approve of it, and ratify the 
fxznfj^Qiion when it was known ? 7 he very reverfe. 
On the famCf 3d of March, the dire<5:ors declare, 
** upon an impartial examination of the whole con- 
** duft of our late governour and council of Foit 
George (Madras) ^nd on the fuUeft confidera- 
tion, that the faid governour and council have, 
in notorious violation of the trvjl repofed in thenj, 
manjifefily preferred the inter ejl of private indivi- 
dmls to that of the company ^ in permitting the 
*^ affignm^nt of the revenues of certain yajuable 
** diftrifts, to a very large amount, fro^ the na- 
" bob to individuals"— and then highly aggravat- 
ing their crimes, they add " \ve order and direft 
that you do examine, in the moft impartial 
manner, all the above-mentioned tranfaftions; 
*' and that you punijh by fufpenfion, degradation, 
" difmiffion, or otherwife, as to you fliall feem 
** meet, 2XL and every fuch fervant or fcry^nts of 

^' the 



I 
4C 






«4 



NABOB .OF argot's DEBTS. 22t 

•* the Gompany, who may by you be found guilty 
** of any of the above offences/' " We had (fay 
•' the direftors) the mortification to find that the 
^^ fervants of the company, who had been raifed, 
*^ fupported^ and owed their prefent opulence to the 
*' ad'oantages gained in fuch fervice, have in this 
** inftance moft unfaithfully betrayed their truft, 
*' abandoned the company's intereft, and projlituied 
its influence to accomplifli the purpofcs ef indivi^ 
duals J whiljl the inter eji of the company is alma/i 
wholly negle^edj and payment to us rendered ex- 
tremely precarious.'* Here then is the rock of 
approbation of the court of direftors, on which 
the right honourable gentleman fays this debt 
was founded. Any member, Mr. Speaker, who 
ihould come into the houfe, on my reading this 
fentence of condemnation of the court of. direc- 
tors againft their unfaithful fervants, migKcwell 
imagine that he had heard an harfh, fevere, un- 
qualified inveftive againfl the prefi^nt miniflerial 
board of control. So exacUy do the proceedings 
of the patrons of this abufe tally with thofe of 
the aftors in it, that the expreifions ufed in the 
condemnation of the one, may ferve for the re^ 
probation of the other, without the change of a 
word. 

To read you all the expreifions of wrath and 
indignation fulminated in this difpatch againft the 
meritorious creditors of the right honourable gen- 
tleman. 
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tleman, who according to him have been fo ftitijr 
approved by the company, would be to read the 

whole* 

The right honourable gentleman, with an ad- 
drefs peculiar to himfelf, every now and then flidei? 
in the prefidency of Madras, as fynonimous to the 
conjpany. That the prefidency did approve the 
debt, is certain. But the right honourable gen- 
tleman, as prudent in fupprefling, as fldlful in 
bringing forward his matter, has not chofen to 
tell you that the prefidency were the very peffons 
guilty of contrading this loan; creditors them- 
felves, and agents and truftees for all the other 
creditors. For this the court of directors accufc 
them of breach of truft; and for this the right 
honourable gentleman confiders them as perfeftly 
good authority for thofe claims. It is pleafant td 
hear a gentleman of the law quote the approbation 
of creditors as an authority for their own debt. 

How they came to contraft the debt to them- 
felves, how they came to act as agents for thofe 
whom they ought to have controlled, is for your 
inquiry. The policy of this debt was announced 
to the court of directors, by the very perfons 
concerned in creating it. " Till very lately," (fay 
the prefidency) " the nabob placed his dependence 
on the company. Now he has been taught 
by ill-advifers, that an intereft out of doors may 
£tand liim in good (lead. He has been made to 
^ *' believe 
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** believe that his private creditors have power and 
*' interejl to over^rule the court of diredors*** The 
nabob was not mifinformed* The private credi- 
tors inftantly qualified a vaft number of votes ; 
and having made themfelves mailers of the court 
of proprietors, as well as extending a powerful 
cabal in other places as important, they fo com- 
pletely overturned the authority of the court pf 
directors at home and abroad, that this poor baf- 
fled government was foon obliged to lower its 
tone. It was glad to be admitted into partnership 
with its own fervants. The court of directors et 
tablifliing the debt v/hich they had reprobated as 
a breach of truft, and which was planned for the 
fubverfion of their authority, fettled its payments 
on a par with thofe of the publick ; and even fo^^ 
were not able to obtain peace or even equality iii 
their demands. All the confequences lay in a re- 
gular and irrefiftible train. By employing their 
influence for the recovery of this debt, their orders, 
iflued in the fame breath, againfl; creating new, 
debts, only animated the ftrong defires of their 

♦ For the threats of the creditors, and total fubverfion of the 
au^Jibrity of the company in favour of the nabob's power, and 
(be increafe thereby of his evil difpofitions, and the great dc-* 
Fangement of all publick concerns, fee fele(^ committee Fort 
St. George's letter's, 21ft November, 1769, and January '31ft, 
1770; SeptCinber 11, 1772. And govemour Bourchier's Ictterft 
to the nabob of Arcot, ifift NoVemljer, 1769, and December 
.9th, 176^ , 

lervants 
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fervants to this prohibited prolifick fport, and it 
foon produced a fwarm of fons and daughters, 
not in the leaft degenerated from the virtue or 
their parents. 

From that moment, the authority of the court 
of direftors exjiired in the Carnatickj and every 
where elfe. ** Every man/* fays the prefidency^ . 
*^ who oppofes the government and its meafures, 
*^ finds an immediate countenance from the nabob j 
*^ even our difcarded officers, however unworthy, 
*' arc received into the nabob's fervice*-" It was 
indeed a matter of no wonderful fagacity to de- 
termine w^hether the court of directors, with their 
miferable falaries to their fervants, of four or five 
hundred pounds a year, or the diftributor of mil- 
lions, was moft likely to be obeyed. It was an in- 
vention beyond the imagination of all the fpecula- 
tifts of our fpeculating age, to fee a government 
quietly fettled in one and the fame town, compof- 
ed of two diftind: members; one to pay fcantily 
for obedience, and the other to bribe high for re- 
bellion and revolt. 

♦ •* He [the nabob] is in a great degree the cauCe of our prc- 
** fcnt , inability ; by diverting the revenues of the Carnatick 
•* through private channels*^* — " Even this Pefticufh [the Tan- 
•* jore tribute] circumftanced as he and we are, he has affigned 
*' over to others, who noivfit themfclvts in oppojition to thn compa* 
•* »y." Confultations, Oftpbejf u, 1769, on the 12th coinnau- 
nicated to the nabob. 

The 
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The next thing which recommends this parti- 
pih^r debt to the right honourable gentleman is, 
it ieems, the moderate intereil of ten per cent. It 
would be loft labour to obferve on this aflertxon. 
The nabob, in a long apologetick letter'^ for the 
trania6)ion between him and the body of the cre« 
ditors, ftates the fad, as I fhall ftate it to you. In 
the accumulation of this debt, the firft intereft paid 
was from thirty to thirty-fix per cent, it was then 
brought down to twenty*five per cent, at length it 
was reduced to twenty; and there it found its 
reft. During the whole procefs, as often as any 
of thefe monftrous interefts fell into an arrear, 
(into which they were continually falling) the ar- 
rear, formed into a new capital, f was added to 
the qldy and the fame intereft of twenty per cenu 
accrued upon both. The company, having got 
feme fcent of the enormous ufury which prevailed 

• Nabob's Jctter to govcmour Palk. Papers publifhed by tbc 
^rcAori in 177$; and papers printed by tl^e fame authority, 
X781. 

f See papers printed by order of a general court jn 1780, 
p« 2aa, apd p« %t^ ^ alfo nfibob's letter to goyemour Dupr^, 
19th July^ I77X> ** I have taken up loans by which I have 
<< filtered, a lofs of vjnoardt of a crore of pagodas [four ipilUoii 
** fteriing]] by inttrejt on an htvoy fii/crr/?t'*-^Letter ijfth Ja« 
nuary, 177^9 '* Notwithftanding I have taken much trouble^ 
^ and have oi^idt many p^yin^nts to my creditor, yet the lo^d 
*^ af my debt, lohkh became fa great % f^ u^efi and^ compound in^ 
*< terejif is not cleared/' 

VojL. jy, g at 
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at Madras, thought it ncceffary to interfere, and 
to order all intercfts to be lowered to ten per cent. 
This order^ which contained no exception, though 
it by no means pointed particularly to this clafi of 
debts, came like a thunder-clap on the nabob. He 
confidered his political credit as ruined ; but to 
find a remedy to this unexpefted evil, he again 
added to the old principal twenty per cent, intereft 
accruing for the laft year. Thus a new fiind was 
formed j and it was on that accumulation of va- 
rious principals, and interefts heaped upon intc- 
refts, not on the fum originally lent, as the right 
honourable gentleman would make you believe, 
that ten per cent, was fettled on the whole. 

When you confider the enormity of the intereft 
at which thefe debts were contrafted, and the fc- 
veral interefts added to the principal, I believe you 
will not think me fo fceptical, if I fliould doubt, 
whether for this debt of 88p,oqoA the nat^ob ever 
law locjooo/. in real money. TThe right honour* 
able gentleman fufpecling, with all his abfohite do^ 
minion over faft, that he never will be able to de- 
fend even this venerable patriarchal -job, though 
ianftified by its numerous iffue, and hoary with 
prefcriptive years, has recourfe to recrinunation, 
the laft refource of guilt* He {ays that, this loan 
of I y6y was provided for in Mr. Fox's India billj 
and judging of others by his own nature and prin- 
ciples, he more than infmuates^ that this provifion 

was 
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was made, not from any fenfe of merit in the 
claim, but from partiality to general Smith, a pro*- 
prietor, and an agent for that debt. If partiality 
could have had any weight againfi juftice and po- 
licy, with the then minifters and their friends, 
general Smith had titles to it. But the right ho- 
nourable gentleman knows as well as I do, that 
general Smith was very far from looking on him- 
felf as partially treated in the arrangements of 
that time; indeed what man dared to hope for 
private partiality in that facrcd plan for relief to 
jiations ? " - 

It is not neceffary that the right honourable 
gentleman Ihould farcaftically call that time to our 
recolleftion. Well do I remember every circum- 
fiance of that memorable period. God forbid I 
ihould forget it. O illuibious difgraqe! O vifto- 
rious defeat! may your memorisU be frefh and 
new to the latefl generations! May the day of that 
generous conflict be ftamped in charadlers never 
to be cancelled or worn out from the records of 
time! Let no man hear of us, who fliall not hear 
that in a flruggle againft the intrigues of courts, 
and the perfidious levity of the multitude, we fell 
in the caufe of honour, in the caufe of our coun- 
try, i^ the caufe of faumaQ nature itfelf ! But if 
fortune fhould be as powerful over fame, as fhe 
has been prevalent over virtue, at leafl: our con- 
science is b^ond her jurifdiction» My poor ihare 

Q2 in 
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in tl^e iupport of that great meafure, no man 
{hall ravifli from me. It fhall be Rifely lodged in 
the fanftuary of my heart ; never, never tp bq 
torn from thence, but with thole holds that grapple 
it to life. 

I fay, I well remember that bill, and every one 
o£ 1t$ honefl ^d its wife proviiions* It is not 
true that this debt was ever protected or inforced^i 
or any revenue whatfoeyar fet apart for it. It wa^ 
left in that bill juft where it ftood; to be paid or 
not tp be paid out of the nabob's private t^'eafures, 
according to h|s oi{^ difcretion. The compapy 
had a^hxally given it ^heir fanftion ; though al? 
ways relying for its validity on the fole fecurity of 
the faith of him,* wl^o without their kfio^edge 
or cpnient entered into the ppginal obligation. It 
bad no pther fapdion; it ought to have had no 
other. So far was Mf . Fo^'s bill from providing 
funds for it, as this miniflry have wickedly done 
for this, and for ten times worfe tranfadions, out 
of the pubUck efts^te, that an exprefs c^aufib imme? 
diatdy preceded, positively forbidding any Britifh 
fubje£): from receiving ^^gnments upon any part 
of the territqrial revenue, oji any pvetei^ what? 
foever. f 

Tpu recoiled, Mr. Speaker, (hat th^ dianceUor 
of the exchequer flrongly profeflbdto retain every 
part of Mr. Fox's bill, Mihich was ifite^^ded to pre? 

f Tbc^aboh of Arcot; f Append^, No« 3. 

vent 
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Vent abufe ; but in his India bill, which (let me 
do juftice) is as able and fkilful a performance for 
ks own purpofes, as eVef iffued from the wit of 
man, premeditating this inqnity— i&^ i^um ut 
Jhnetet Trojam^ue aferirei AthinHsj expunged this 
eflential daufe, broke down the fence which was 
raifed to cover the publick property againft the 
rapacity of his partifans, and thus levelling every 
obftruftion, he made a firm, broad, highway for 
fin and deaths for ufury and oppreffion, to renew 
their ravages throughout the devoted revenues of 
the Carnatick» 

The tenour, the policy, and the ccn(equetic« of 
this debt of 1767, afe, !n the eyes of miniftry, fo 
excellent, that its merits are irrefiftible ; and it 
takes the lead to give credit and countenance to 
all the reft. Along with this chofen body of 
heavy-armed infantry^ and to fupport it. In the 
line^ the right honourable gentleman has ftationed 
his torps of black cavalry. If there be any ad 
vantage between this debt and that of 1769, ac** 
cording to him the cavalry debt has it* It is Acft 
a fubje^t of defence; it is a theme of panegyrick* 
liften to the right honourable gentleman, and you 
will find it was contrafted to fave the country j 
to prevent mutiny in armies ; to introduce ctico* 
nomy in revenues ; and for all thefe honourable 
pbrpofes, it originated at the exprefs defire, and 
by the reprefentative authority of the company 
itfelf. 

Q 3 ^ifft^ 
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Firft, let me fay a word to the authority* - Thitf 
debt was confraded not by the authority of the 
company, not by its reprefentatives, (as the right 
honourable gentleman has the unparalleled confi- 
dence to aflert) but in the ever-memorable period 
of 1777, by the ufurped power of thofc who rc- 
bdlioufly, in conjundion with the nabob of Arcot, 
had overturned the lawful government of Madras. 
For that rebellion, this houfe unanimoufly direA- 
ed a publick profecution. The delinquents, after 
they had fubverted government, in order to make 
to themfelves a party to fupport them in their 
power, are uniyeilally known to have dealt jobs 
about to the right and to the left, and to any who 
were willing to receive them. This ufarpation, 
which the right honourable gentleman weU knows, 
was brought about by and for the great mafs of 
thefe pretended debts, is the authority which is 
fet up by him to reprefent the company ; to repro- 
fent that company wluch from the firft moment 
of their hearing of this corrupt and fraudulent 
tranfadion, to this hour, have uniformly difbwned 
and difavowed it. 

So much for the authority. As to the fads, 
partly true, and partly colourable, as they ftand 
recorded, they are in fubftance thefe. — ^The nabob 
of Arcot, as foon as he had thrown off the fuperi- 
ority of this country by means of thefe creditors, 
kept up a great army which he never paid. Of 
courfe, his foldiers were generally in a ftate of 

mutiny. 
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mutiny.* The ufurping council fay that they lar 
toured hard with their mafter the nabob^ to per* 
fuade him to reduce the£e mutinous and ufdefi 
troops. He coniented ; but as ufual^ pleaded in*- 
ability to pay them their arrears. Here was a 
difficulty. The nabob had no money; the com- 
pany had no inoney j every publick fupply was 
empty. But there was one .refource which no fea- 
fon has Qver yet dried up in that climate. The 
foucars were at hand; that, is, private Englifh 
money-jobbers offered. th.9ii: affiftance. Meffieurs 
Taylor, iWJajendie and .C.aJI» propofqd to advance 
the fmafl Jfuni pf .1 60,060/. to pay pff the pabob';s 
black cavalry, provided the company's authority 
was giveji for their loan. . This was the great .poiut 
of policy always aimed at, and purfued. through a 
hundred device? by the fcrvants at Madras., 'J'he 
prefidency, who thenifelve§ ha^J no authority fo? 
the funftions they prefumed to excrcife, very rea* 
dily gave the fanftion of ^he company jto, thofe 
fervants who. knew that the company, whofeiAnc-. 
tion was .demanded, .had pofitively prohibited all 
fuch tranfaftions. » ; ^ r 
, However^ fo. far a? the Reality of the dealing 
goes, all is hitherto feir and plaufible; and here 
the right; honourable gentleman, concludes, with 
commendaUe prudence, Ws account of the bufi^ 
xiefs,.. But here it is I (hall beg leave to commence 

♦ See Mr. Dundas's ift» 2cl, and 3d reports. 
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my fupplcment: for the gentleman's difcrect mo- 
defty has led him to cnt the thread of the ftory 
fome^at abruptly* One of the moft eflential 
parties is quite forgotten. Why fhoiild die epifode 
of the poor nabob be omitted? When that prince 
chafes it, nobody can tell his ftory 'better. Excufc 
me, if I apply again to my book, and give it you 
from the firft hand; from the nabob himfdf. 

Mr. Stratton became acquainted with this, 
and got Mr. Taylor and others to lehd me four 
lacks of pagodas towards difchar^ng the ar* 
rears of pay of my tf oops. Upon thiiS, I wrote 
•* a letter of thanks to Mr. Stratton j and upon 
** the faith of this money beihg psud immediatdy, 
*• I ordered many of fny troops to be dtfcharged 
•• by a certain day, and leflened the number of my 
•• fervants. Mr. Taylor, &c. fome time after ac* 
•• quainted me, that they had no ready money, 
** but they would grant teeps payable in four 
"months. This aftonifhed me; for I did hot 
•' know what might happen, when the fepoys 
were ddmifled from my fenricc. I begged of 
Mr. Taylor and the others to pay this fum to 
^* the officers of my re^ments at the time they 
*^ mentioned; and defired the officers, at the fame 
*^ time, to pacify and perfuade the men bdongping 
" to them, that their pay would be given to them 
•* at the end of four months \ and that tin thofe ar- 
«« rears were difcharged, their pay iliould be con- 

" tinued 






€C 









MABbB 01^ ARCOT*S DEfiTS* 43^ 

** tinued to them. Two years are nearly expired 
•* fince that time, but Mr. Taylor has not yet en- 
tirely difcharged the arreats of thofe troops, and 
I am obliged to continue their pay from that 
•* time till this. I hoped to have been able, by 
*^ this expedient, to have lefTened the number of 
** my troops, and difcharged the arrears due to 
them, confidering the trifle of intercft to Mn 
Taylor, and the others, as no great matter; but 
** inftead of this, / am oppreffed with the burthen of 
pay due to thofe troops 'y and the interefl^ which is 
going on to Mr. Taylor from the day the teeps were 
^' granted to him!* What I havfe read to you is an 
extrad of a letter from the nabob of the Camatick 
to governour Rumbold, dated t£ie a 2d, andreceiv- 
cd the 24th of March, 1779.* 

Suppofe his highnels not to be well broken in 
to things of this kind, it muft indeed iiirprife fo 
known and eftablifhed a bond-vender, as the na« 
bob of Arcot, one who keeps himfelf the largeft 
bond warehoufe in the world, to find that he was 
now to receive in kind; not to take money for 
his obligations, but to give his bond in exchange 
for the bond of MefSeurs Taylor, Majendie and 
Gall, and to pay befides, a good fmart interefl', 
legally 1 2 per cent, (in reality perhaps twenty, or 
twenty-four per cent*) for this exchange of paper. 
But his troops were not to be fo paid, or fo dif- 

* See further Confultations^ 3d February^ z??^* 
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banded. They w/inted bread, and could not Kvc 
by cutting and Ihuffling of bonds. The nabob 
ftill kept the troops in fervice, and was obliged to 
continue, as you have feen, the whole expence, to 
exonerate himfelf from which he became indebted 
to the foucars. 

Had it ftood here, the tranfaftion would have 
been of the moft audacious ftrain of fraud and 
ufiiry, perhaps ever before difcovered, whatever 
might have been praftifed and concealed. But 
the fame authority (I mean the nabob's) brings 
before you fomething if poffible more ftriking. 
He ftates, that for this their paper, he immediately 
handed over to thefe gentlemen fomething very 
diflFerent from paper j that is, the receipt of a ter- 
ritorial revenue, of which it feems they continued 
as long in poiTeffion as the nabob himfelf continued 
in poffeffion of ajiy thing. Their payments there- 
fore not being to commence before the end of 
four months, and not being completed in two 
years, it muft be prefumed (unlefs they proved 
the contrary) that their payments to the nabob 
were made out of the revenues they had received 
from his aflignment. Thus they condefcended to 
accumulate a debt of l6o,ooo/. with an intereft 
of 1 2 per cent, in compenfation for a lingering pay- 
ment to the nabob of 1 60,000/. of his own mioney. 

Still we have. not the whole: about two years 
after the aflignment of thofe territorial revenues 

to 
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to thcfe gendemen, the nabob receives a remon- 
firance from his chief manager, in a principal 
province^ of which this is the tcnour— " The entire 
" revenue of thofe diftricls is by your highnefs's 
" order fet apart to difcharge the tuncaws [affign- 
ments3 granted to the Europeans. The go- 
maftahs [agents] of Mr. Taylor, to Mr, Dc 
f* Fries, are there in order to colleft; thofe, tun- 
** caws; and as they receive ail the revenue that 
is colleftedr, your highne&'s troops have /even 
or eight manths pay due^ which they cannot re- 
ceive, and are thereby reduced tp the greateft 
dijirefs. In fuch times :^\t is highly neceflary to 
^ provide for the fuftenance of the troops that 
*' they may be ready to exert themfelves in the 
*' fervice of your highnefe." 

Here, Sir,, you fee how thefe caufcs and efFeds 
aft upon one another. One lx)dy of troops mu- 
tinies for want of pay j a debt is contrafted to pay 
them \ a^d they ftill remain unpaid. A territory 
deftined; to pay other troops, is ailigned for this 
debt; ^n4, thel^ .other troops fall into the fame 
ftate'of indigence aiid. mutiny with the firlL Bond 
is paid by bond; arrear i$ turned into newarrear; 
ufu^y engenders nqw ufury; mutiny fufpended in 
one quarter, ftarts up in another; until all the 
revenues, and all the eftabliflimentS are entangled 
ipto one inextricable knot of confufipn, froni 
which they are only difengaged by being entirely 

deftroyed. 
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dcftroyecL tn that ftatc of confulion, in a ^erf 
£ew months ifter the date of the memorial I have 
juft read to you, things were found, when the 
nabob's troc^, &tni{hed to feed Engliih foucats, 
inftead of defending the country, joined the in- 
vadefs, and deferted in entire bodies to Hydef 
Ali.* 

The mdUme^ in which this tranfadion was car« 
lied otii Chews that good examples are not eafily 
forgot, efpedally by thofe who are bred in a great 
fchooL One of thofe fplendid examples ^Ve me 
leave to mention^ at a (bmewhat more early pe« 
ribd, becaufe one fratki fiimiflies light to the dif« 
covery of another, and fo on, until the whole fecret 
of myfterious iniquity btirfts [upon you in a blaze 
of detedion. The paper I ihall read yo^, U Hot 
on record. If you pleafe you may take it on my 
word. It is a letter written from one of undoubt^ 
id information in Madras, to Sir John davering^ 
defcribing the prafti^e that prevailed the#e^ wluUft 
the company's allies were under fale, during tfai 
time of governour Winch's adminiftratibti4 ^ ■ 

(« ,■■■ One mode,'* fays Ciavering's correfpmi* 
dent;, ^'^ of amafling money at the nabob^t coft in 
^* curious. He is generally in arrears to the com« 

* Mr. Dundas's id report^ p. a6, ag, and Appclidh^ No* 
2, I0> 1 8, fot the mutinous ftate and defertion of the iiaboh*f 
troops for want of paj. See alfo report 4> of the fame Gom^ 
znittee. 
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*^ pany. Here the govemour, being caih-keepeF, 
^* is generally on good terms with the banker, 
*^ who manajges matter$ thus : The govemonr 
^^ preflcs the nabob for the balance due &oip him; 
^' the nabob flies to his banker for relief; the 
^' banker engages to pay the money, and grants 
^^ his notes accordingly, which he puts in the caih* 
^^ book as ready money \ the nabob pays hixn aiji 
^^ intereft for it at Pwo and three per cenU per TBen^ 
^'y^;;i,till the tunkaws h^ grants on the particular 
^^ diftrids for it are paid. Matters in the meaa 
^^ time are fp managed, . that there is no call for 
^* this money for the company's fervice, till the 
i^ tunkaws become due. . By tlus means not a caih 
^' is advanced by the banker, though he receives 
f^ a heavy intereft from the nabob, which is di« 
f * yided as lawful fpoil/' 

Here, Mr, Speaker, you have the whole art an4 
piyftery, the true free-mafon fecret of the profefc 
iion oifoucaring\ by whicli a few innocent, inex- 
perienced VQung Engliihmen, fuch as Mr. Paul 
Benfield, tor ^ance, without property upon 
which any on^ would lend to themielveff a (ingle 
ihilling, are enabled at once to take provinces in 
fnortgage, to make princes their debtors, and to 
become creditors for millions. 

But it feems the right honourable gentleman's 
£ivourite foucar cavalry, have proved the payment 
t)efore tl(e mayor's court at Madras! Havp thef 
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fo? Why then defraud our anxiety and their cha* 
raders of that proof? Is it not enough that the 
charges which I have laid before you, have fiood 
on record againft thefe poor injured gentlemen 
for eight years? Is it not enough that they are in 
print by the orders of the Eaft-India ccwnpany for 
five years? After thefe gentlemen have borne all 
the odium of this publication, and all the indigna* 
tion of the dhrc^rs, with fuch unexampled equa- 
nimity, now that they are at length flimulated 
into feeling, are you to deny them their juft re- 
Kef? But will the right honourable gentleman be 
pleafed to tell us, how fliey came not to give this 
latisfadion to the court of direftors, their lawful 
mafters, during all the eight years of this litigated 
daini ? Were they not bound, by every tie that 
can bind man, to give them this £itisfa£tion ? This 
day, for the firft time, we hear of the proo&t But 
when were thefe proofs offered ? In what caufe ? 
Who were the parties ? Who infpecked ? Who 
contefted this belated account? Let us fee fome* 
thing to oppofe to the body of record which ap- 
pears againft them. The mayor's court ! the 
mayor's court ! Pleafant ! Does not the honour- 
able gentleman know, that the firft corps of cre- 
ditors (the creditors of i "j^^j) ftated it as a fort 
of hardfhip to them, that they could not have 
jtlHce at Madras, from the inipoffibility of their 
ftippordng their daims in the mayor's court \ 

Why? 
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Why? becaufe, £iy they, the members of that 
court were themfelves creditors, and therefore 
could iiot fit as judges.* Are we ripe to fay that 
no creditor under fimilar circumftances was mem- 
-ber of the court, when the payment which is the 
ground of this cavahy debt was put in proof ? t 
Nay, are we not in a manner compelled to con- 
clude, that the court was fo conftituted, when we 
know there is fcarcely a man in Madras, who has 
not fome participation in thefe tranfaftions?, It is 
a ihame to hear fuch proofs mentioned, inftead of 
the honeft vigorous fcrutiny which the cirpum- 
llances of fuch an affair fo indifpenfably calls for. 
But his majefty's mi'nifters, indulgent enough 
to other fcrutinies, have not been fatisfied with 
authorizing the payment of this demand without 
fuch inquiry as the ad has prefcribed ; but they 

♦ Memorial from the creditors to the govcrnour and council, 
J 2d January, 1770. 

f In the year 1778, Mr. James Call, one of the proprietors of 
this ipecifick debt, was a^ually mayor. Appendjx to 2d report 
of Mr.Dundas'j committee. No* 65.-'— The only proof which 
sippeared on the inquiry inftituted in the general court of 1781, 
was an affidavit of the lenders themfelves^ depofing (what nobody 
ever denied) that they had engaged and agreed to pay—- not that 
they had paid the fum of 160,000/. This was two years after 
the tranfadion; and the affidavit is made before George Prodor, 
mayor, an attorney for certain of the old creditors. Proceed- 
ings of die prefidcnt and council of Fort Saint GeoVge, 22d 
February, 1779. 

have 
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liavc added the arrcar of twelve per cent, interefl, 
from the year 1777 to the year 1784, to make a 
new capital, railing thereby 1 60 to 294,000/. Then 
they charge a new twelve per cent, on the whole 
from that period, for a tranfaftion, in which it 
will be a miracle if a fingle penny will be ever 
fomid really advanced from the private flock of 
the pretended creditors. 

In this manner, and at fuch an intereft, the mi« 
nifiers have thought proper to difpofe of a94,ooo/<i 
of the publick revenues, for what is called the ca- 
malry loan. After difpatching this, the right hot 
nourable gentleman leads to battle his laft grand 
divifion, the confolidated debt of 1777* But hav- 
ing exhaufted all his panegyrick on the two firft, 
he has nothing at all to fay in favour of the laft. 
On the contrary, he admits that it was contradedi 
in defiance of the company's orders, without even 
the pretended £in6tion of any pretended reprefen* 
tatives. Nobody, indeed, has yet beep found 
hardy enough to fland forth avowedly in its de- 
fence. But it is little to the credit of the age, 
that what has not plauiibility enough to find an 
advocate, has influence enough to obtain a pro- 
teftor. Could any man e3s:ped to find that pro* 
teftor any where? But what mufl every ma^ 
think, when he finds that protector in the chair- 
paan of the committee of fecrccy,* who hs^d pub« 

* Right hoa^uiablc Henry Dundat. 

UOied 
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lifhed to the houfe, and to the world, the &d:s 
that condemn thefe debts — the orders that forbi^ 
the incurring of them — the dreadful confequences 
which attended them. Even in his official letter, 
when he tramples on his parliamentary report, 
yet his general language is the fame. Read the 
prefacfe to this part of the minifterial arrangement, 
and you would imagine that this debt was to be 
crufhed, with all the weight of indignation which 
could fall from a vigilant guardian of the publick 
treafury, upon thofe who attempted to rob it. 
.What muft be felt by every man who has feeling, 
when, after fuch a thundering preamble of con- 
{ demnation, this debt is ordered to be paid with- 
out any fort of inquiry into its authenticity? with- 
out a fingle flep taken to fettle even the amouijt 
of the demand? without an attempt fo much as to 
afcertain the real perfons claiming a fum, which 
rifes in the accounts from one million three hun- 
dred thoufand pound flerling to two million four 
hundred thoufand pound principal money?* with- 
out an attempt made to afcertain the proprietors, 
of whom no lift has ever yet been laid before the 
court of direftors ; of proprietors who are known 
to be in a coUufive fhuffle, by which they never 
appear to be the fame in any two lifts, handed 
about for their own particular purpofes ? 

♦ Appendix to the 4th report of Mr. Dundas*8 committee. 
No. 15. 
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My honourable friend who made you the mo- 
tion, has fufficicntly expofed the nature of this 
debt. He has ftated to you that its own agents in 
the year 1 781, in the arrangement they propofed 
to make at Calcutta, were fatisfied to have twenty- 
■five per cent, at once ftruck off from the capital of 
a great part of this debt ; and prayed to have a 
provifion made for this reduced principal, without 
any intcreft at all. This was an arrangement of 
their own^ an arrangement made by thofe who 
beft knew the true conftitution of their own debtj 
» who knew how little favour it merited,* smd how 
* little hopes they had to find any perfons" in autho- 
' rity -abandoned enough to fupport it as it flood. 

But what corrupt men, in the fond imaginations 

x)f a ianguine avarice, had not the confidence to 

' propofe, they have found a chancellor of the ex- 

• ** No fenfe of the common danger, in cafe of a war, cau 
'* prevail on him [the irabob of Arcot] to furniih the company" 
'* with whiat is abfolutely neceiTary to aflemble an army, thougli 
'* it is beyond a doubt, that money to a large amount is now 
** hoarded up in his coffers at Chepauk ; and tunkaws arc 
** granted to htdividuals upon fome of his moft valvahle counfriesj 
•• for payment of part of thofe debts which he has contraflcd, 
** and wA/ch certain! tf teiU not bear wfpe&ion^ as neif^vr debtor nor 
•* creditorrs have ever had the ctmjj deuce tofubmit the accowits to ovr 
** examination^ though they exprfffed a wiih to confolidate the 
** debts under the aufpices of this governnient, agreeably to *' 
«♦ plan they had formed/' Madras Confaltations, soth July, 
1778. Mr. Dundas's Appendix to id Report, 143. See alfo 
laft Appendix to ditto Report, No. 376 B. 
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chequer in England hardy enough to undertake 
for them. He has cheered their drooping fpirits^^ 
He has thanked the peculators for not defpairing 
of their commonwealth. He has told them they 
were too modeft. He has replaced the twenty- 
five ^^r cent, which, in order to lighten themfdves^ 
.they had abandoned in their confcious terrour. In- 
fiead of cutting oflF the intereft, as they had them- 
felves confented to do, with the fourth of the ca- 
pital, he has added the whole growth of four 
years ufury of twelve per cent, to the firft over- 
grown principal; and has again grafted on this 
meliorated ftock a perpetual annuity of fix per 
cent, to take place from the year 178 1. Let no 
man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of na- 
ture. All the a<fb and monuments in the records 
of peculation; the confolidated corruption of 
ages ; the patterns of exemplary plunder in the 
heroick times of Roman iniquity, never equalled 
the gigantick corruption of this fingle aft. Never 
did Nero, in all the infolent prodigality of de^o- 
tifm, deal out to his praetorian guards a donation 
fit to be named with the largefs fhowered down 
by the bounty of our chancellor of the exchequer 
on the faithful band of his Indian fepoys. 

The right honourable gentleman* lets you 
freely and voluntarily into the who^e tranfadtion. 
So perfeftly has his conduft confounded his un- 

* Mr. Dundas. 

R2 derftanding. 
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derftanding, that he fairly tells you, that through 
the courfe of the wholcsbufinefs he has never con- 
fin'red with any but the agents of the pretended 
creditors. After this, do you want more to eftab- 
K{h a fecret underftanding with the parties? to fix, 
beyond a doubt, their collufion and participation 
in a common fraud ? 

If this were not enough, he has furniflied you 
with other prefumptions that are not to be fhaken. 
It is one of the known indications of guilt to ftagn 
ger and prevaricate in a ftory ; and to vary in the 
motives that are affigned to conduft. Try thefe 
minifters by this rule. In their official difpatch, 
they tell the prefidency of Madras, that they have 
cftabliftied the debt for two reafons; firft, becaufc 
the nabob (the party indebted) does not difpute 
it ; fecondly, becaufe it is mifchievous to keep it 
longer afloat ; and that the payment of the Eu- 
ropean creditors will promote circulation in the 
country. Thefe two motives (for the plaineft rea- 
fons in the world) the right honourable gentle- 
man has this day thought fit totally to abandon. 
In the firft place, he rejects the authority of the 
nabob of Arcot. It would indeed be pleafant to 
fee him adliere to this exploded teftimony. He 
next, upon grounds equally folid, abandons the 
benefits of that circulation, which was^to be pro- 
duced by drawing out all the juices of the body. 
Laying aSde, or forgetting thefe pretences of his 
. • difpatch. 
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difpatch, he has juft now affumed a principle to- 
tally different, but to the full as exftraordinary. 
He proceeds upon a fuppofition, that many of th^ 
claims inay be fictitious. He then finds, thzit ia 
a cafe where many valid apd manry fraudulent 
claims are blended together, the beft covrfe for 
their difcrimination is indifcriminatcly to eftab- 
lifti them all. He trufts (I fuppofe) as there may 
not be a fund fufficient for every defcription of - 
creditors, that the beft warranted claimants will 
exert themfelves in bringing to light thofe debts 
which will not bear an inquiry. What he wijl 
not do himfelf, he is perfuaded will be done by 
others ; and for this purpofe he leayes to any per- 
fon a general power of excepting to the debt. 
This total change of language and prevarication 
in principle, is enough, if it ftood alone, to fix the 
prefumption of unfair dealing. His difpatch af- 
figns motives of policy, concord, trade, and cir- 
culation. His fpeech proclaims difcord and liti- 
gations ; and propofes, as the ultimate end, detec- 
tion. 

But he may fliift his rea£bns, and wind, and 
turn as he will, confufion waits him at all his 
doubles. Who ^ will ^ undertake this dete^OQ ? 
Will the nabob?, But the right honourable gen- 
tleman has himfelf this moment told us, that 
no prince of the country can by any motive be 
prevailed upon to dlfcovcr any fraud that is prac» 
tifed upon him by the. company ^s fervants. He 
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fays what (with the exception of the complaint 
againft the cavalry loan) all the world knows to 
be true: and without that prince's concurrence, 
what evidence can be had of the fraud of any the 
fmalleft of thefe demands? The minifters never 
authorized any perfon to enter into his exchequer, 
and to fearch his records. Why then this fliame-t 
fill and infulting mockery of a pretended conteft ? 
Already contefts for a preference have arifen among 
thefe rival bond creditors. Has not the company 
itfelf flruggled for a preference for years, without 
any attempt at deteftion of the nature of thofc 
debts with which they contended? Well is the 
nabob of Arcot attended to in the only fpecifick 
complaint he has ever made. He complained of 
unfair dealing in the cavalry loan. It is fixed 
upon him with intereft on intereft ; and this loan 
is excepted from all power of litigation. 

This day, and not before, the right honourable 
gentleman thinks that the general eftablilhment 
of all claims is the fureft way of laying open the 
fraud of fome of them. In India this is a reach 
of deep policy. But what would be thought of 
this mode of afting on a demand upon the trca- 
fury in England? Inftead of all this cunning, is 
there not one plain way open, that is, to put the 
burthen of the proof on thofe who make the dc: 
mand? Ought not miniftry to have faid to the 
creditors, "The perfon who admits your debt 
ftands excepted to as evidence; he ftands 

charged 
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*^ charged as a collufive party, to hand over the 
" publick revenues to you for finifter purpofes^? 
" You fay, you have a demand of fome millions 
" on the Indian treafury j prove that you have 
** adled by lawful authority ; prove . at leaft that 
" your money has been bondjide advanced ; entitle 
" yourfelf to my protedion, by t||p fairnels an^ 
*' fulnefs of the commupications youlnake/' Did 
an honeft creditor ever refufe that reafonable and 
honeft teft? 

« 

There is little doubt, that ieverajLindividuals 
have been feduced by the purveyors u^ithe nabolik 
of Arcot, to put their money (perha{4 the whole 
of honeft and laborious earnings) into t||eir hand9» 
and that at fiich high intereft, as, being cobdemned 
at law, leaves them at ^ the mercy of the w^ ma^ 
nagers whom they tpfted. Thefe feduw credi* 
tors are probably perfons of no power or jktereft, 
either in England or Inxiia, and may be jofb obr 
jecls of compaifion. By taldng, in this arrange- 
ment, no meafures for difcrimination and difcor 
very, the fraudulent and the fair are in the firft 
inftance coni^ounded in one mafs. The fubfequent 
feleS:ion and diftribution is left to the nabob. 
With him the agents and inftrumeiits of his cor* 
ruption,^honthe fees to be omnipotent in Eng- 
land, and who may fen^e him in future, as they 
have done in times paft, will have precedence, if 
not an exclufive" preference. Thefe leading inte- 
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Tefts dommfeer, and have always domineered, over 
the whole. By this arrangement, the perfons fe- 
duced are made dependant on their feducers ; ho- 
nefty (comparative honefty at leaft) muft become 
of the party of fraud, and muft quit its proper 
tharaifer, and its juft claims, to entitle itfelf to 
the alms of blNbery and peculation. 
'^ •'^But be thefe Englifh creditors what they may, 
the creditors, mofl: certainly not fraudulent, are 
the natives, who are numerous and wretched in- 
dded: by ^Asfofting the whole revenues of the 
t>arnatickijticrthing ir left for them. They lent 
iAndJide\ iffifi jprobability they were even forced 
to lend, or tcygive goods a:nd fervice for the na- 
fcwoVsobfoitions. They had no trufts to carry to 
his manfet. ' They had no faith of alliances to fell. 
TiTey Hid no iiations to betray to robbery and 
¥iilir.' Whey had no lawful government feditioufly 
TKfbtfetmm ; nor had they a govcrnour, to whom 
■ft' is 'Swing that you exift in India, to deliver over 
taraptivity, and to death, in a fhameful prifon.* 
• "Thfefe 'were the merits of the principal part of 
the debt of 17775 and the univerfaDy conceived 
caufes of its growth; and thus the unhappy^a- 
tives aredeprivcd of every hope of paymentfor 
t'hfeir real debits^ to make provifion for the arrears 
bf unfatisfied bribery and* -treafon. You fee in 
this inftancei that the prefumption of guilt is not 

^ •' only 
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only no exception to the demands; on the publick 
treafury; but with thefe minifters it is a neceflary 
tondition to their fupport. But that you may 
not think this preference folely owing to their 
known contempt of the natives, who ought with 
every generous mind to claim their firft charities ; 
you will find the fame rule religioufly obferved 
with Europeans too. Attend, Sir, to this decifive 
cafe.— -Since the beginning of the war, befides ar- 
rears of every kind, a bond debt I)as been con;- 
traded at Madras, uncertain in its > ^mounti but 
reprefented from four hundred thoufand pound 
to a million fterling. It ftands only at the low 
intereft of eight per cent. Of the legal authority 
on which this debt was contracted,, of its purpofes 
for the very being of the ftate, of its publicity and 
faimefs, no doubt has been entertained for a mo- 
ment. For this debt, no fort of provilion what- 
ever has been made. It is rgeded as an outcaft, 
whilft the whole undiffipated attention of the mi- 
nifter has been employed for the. >difcharge' of 
claims entitled to his favour by the merits we have 
feen. 

I have endeavoured to find out, ifpoflible, the 
amount of the whole of thofe Remands, in order 
to fee h9w much, fuppofing the country in a con- 
dition to furnifli the fund, may remain to fatisfy 
. the publick debt and the necefiary eftabliihments. 

But 
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But I have been foiled in my attempts About 
one-fourth, that is about 220,000/. of the loan of 
1767, remains unpaid. How much intereft is in 
arrear, I could never difcover; feven or ei^t 
years at leaft, which would make the whcde of 
that debt about 396,000/. This fiock, which the 
minifters in their inftru^lions to the governour of 
Madras ftate as the leaft exceptionable, they have 
thought proper to diflinguifli by a marked feve- 
rity, leaving it the only one, on which the intereft 
Is not added to the principal, to beget a new in- 
tereft. 

iThe cavalry loan, by the. operation of the fame 
authority, is made up to 294,000/. and this 
294,000/. made up of principal and intereft, is 
crowned with a new intereft of twelve per cent. 

What the grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, 
may be, is amongft the deepeft myfteries of ftate. 
It is probably the firft debt ever affuming the title 
of conlblidation, that did not expreis what the 
amount of the fum confolidated was. It i$ little 
lefs than a contradidUon in terms. In the debt 
of the year 1767, the fum was ftated in the ad of 
confolidation, and made to amount to SSo^^coo/t 
capital. When this confolidation of 1777 was 
firft announced at the Durbar, it was reprefented 
authentically at 2,400,000/. In that, or rather in 
a higher ftate, Sir Thomas Rumbold found and 

condemned 
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condemned it.* It afterwards fell into fuch a ter- 
rour, as to fweat away a million of its weight a,t 
once; and it funk to i,4oo,ooo/.t However it*' 
>iever was without a refource for recruiting it to 
its old plumpnefs. There was a fort of floating 

^In Sir Thomas Rumbold's letter to the court of direftors, 
^larch ijthy 1778, he ^eprefents it as higher, in the following 
manner:—-*' How fhall I paint to you my aftoniihment on my 
^* arrival here, -when I was informed that independent of this 
** four lacks of pagodas [the cavalry loan] ; independent of the 
** nabob's debt to his old creditors, and^fche money due to 
'* the company ; he had contra£^ed a debt to the enormous 
*^ amount of fixty- three lacks of pagodas [2,520,000/. J IT 
** mention this circumftance to you with horrour ; for the credi- 
^* tors being in general feroants of iht cornpanp^ renders my talk 
** on the part of the company, difficult and i/ividiotu.'*-'-^** I have 
<* freed the fandion of this government from Jo corrupt a tranf* 
** a&ion. It is in my mind the mod venal of all proceedings, 
*' to give the company's protedtion to debts that cannot bear 
*< the light; and though it appears exceedingly alarming, that 
** a country, on which you are to depend for rcfourceSj ihould 
<* be fo involved, as to be nearly three years revenue in debt i 
** in a country too, where one year's revenue can never be called 
^* fecure^ by men who know any thing of the politicks of this 
f* part of India," — " I think it proper'to mention to you, thai 
** although the nabob reports /us private debt to amount to upvmrds 
f< of Jixty lacks y yet I underftand that it is not quite fo much." 
Afterwards Sir Thomas Rumbold recommended this debt to 
the favourable attention of the company, but without any fu£B-> 
cient reafon for his change of difporition« However he went ^ 
no further. 

f Nabob's propofals, November 55th, 1778; and memorial 
oi the creditors, March xftj X779. 

debt 
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'^ebt of about 4 or 500,000/. more ready to be 
added, as occaiion fliould -require. 

In fliort, when you preffed this fenfitive plant, 
it always contracted its dimenfions. When the 
rude hand o£ inquiry was withdrawn, it expand* 
cd in»all the luxuriant vigour of its original vege- 
tation. In the treaty of 1781, the whole of the 
nabob's debt to private Europeans is by Mr. Sul- 
livan, agent to the nabob and his creditors, fiated 
at a,8co,ooo/. which (if the cavalry loan, and the 
Remains of th€||Jebt of 1767, be fubtrafted) leaves 
; It nearly at the amount originally declared at the 
Purbar, in 1777. But then there is a private in- 
ftrudion to Mr. Sulliv^in, which it feems will re- 
•: duce it again to the lower ftandard of i ,400,000/. 
Failing in all my attempts by a direft account, 
to afcertain the extent of the capital claimed, 
}(|)ivhere ^ in aU probability no cajiital was ever ad- 
i.yanced) I endeavoured, if poflible, to difcover it 
; by the intercft which was to be paid. For that 
* J)urpoffe, I looked to the feveral agreements for 
affigning the territories of the Carnatick to fe- 
cure the principal and intereft of this debt. In 
one of them * I found in a fort of poftfcript, by 
vny of an additional remark, (not in the body of 
the obligation) the debt reprefented at 1,400,00c/. 
But when I computed the fums to be paid for in- 

• Nabob's propofals to hisncw. confolidatcd creditors, No- 
vember 25th, 1778. 
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tercft by inftahnents in another paper, I found 
they produced an intereft of two millions, at 
twelve ^^r cent, and the affignment fuppofed, that 
if thefe inftalments might exceed, they might alfo. 
fall fliort of the real provifion for that intereft.* 

Another inftalmcnt bond was afterwards grant-^ 
ed. In that bond the intereft exactly tallies with 
a capital of 1,400,000/.! But purfuing this capi- 
tal through the correfpondence, I loft fight of it 
again, and it was afferted that this inftalment 
bond was confiderably fliort of the intereft that 
ought to be computed to the time mentioned.] 
Here are, therefore, two ftatements of equal au- 
thority, differing at leaft a million from each 
other ; and as neither perfons claiming, nor any 
Ipecial fum as belonging to each particular claim- 
ant, is afcertained in the inftruments of confoli- 
dation, or in the inftalment bonds, a large fcopc 
was left to throw in any fums for any perfons, as 
their merits in advancing the intereft of that loan 
might require; a power was alfo left for reduc- 
tion, in cafe a harder hand, or more fcanty funds, 
might be found to require it. Stronger grounds 
for a prefumption of fraud never appeared in any 
tranfaftion. But the minifters, faithful to the 
plan of the interefted perfons, whom alone they 

* Paper ligned by the nabob, 6th January, 1780. 

t Kiftbundi to July 31, 1780. 

J Governour's letter to the nabob, 25th July, 1779. 
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thought fit to confer with on this occafion, have 
ordered the payment of the whole mals of thefe 
unknown unliquidated fums, without an attempt 
to afcertain them. On this condud. Sir, I leave 
you to make your own refleftions. 

It is impoflible (at leafi I have foimd it impoifible) 
to fix oi^ the real amount of the pretended debts 
with which your minifters have thought proper 
to load th^ Carnatick. They are oblcure; they 
ihun inquiry ; they are enormous. That is all 
you know of them. 

That you may judge what chance any honour* 
able and ufeful end of government has for a pro- 
vifion that comes in for the leavings of thelc 
gluttonous demands, I muft take it on myfdf to 
bring before you the real condition of that abuied, 
infulted, racked, and ruined country j though in 
truth my mind revolts from it ; though you will 
hear it with horrour ; and I confefs I tremble when 
I think on thefe awful and confounding difpenfa* 
tions of Providence. I fiiall firft trouble you with 
a few words as to the caufe. 

The great fortunes made in India in' the begin- 
nings of conqueft, naturally excited an emulation 
in all the parts, and through the whole fuccdSon 
of the company's fervice. But in the company 
it gave rife to other fentiments. They did not 
. find the new channels of acquifition flow with 
equal riches to them. Oh the contrary, the high 
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flood-tide of private emolument was generally in 
the lowcft ebb of their affairs. They began alfo 
to fear, that the fortune of war might take away 
what the fortune of war had given. Wars were 
accordingly difcouraged by repeated injun<9ions 
and menaces ; and that the fervants might not be 
bribed into them by the native princes, they were 
ftriftly forbidden to take any money whatfoever 
from their hands. But vehement paffion is inge- 
nious in refources. The company's fervants were 
not only ftimulated, but better inftrufted by the 
prohibition. They foon fell upon a contrivance 
which anfwered their purpofes far better than the 
methods which were forbidden ; though in this 
alfo they violated an ancient, but they thought, 
an abrogated order. They reverfed their proceed- 
ings. Inftead of receiving prefents, they made 
Joans. Inftead of carrying on wars in their own 
nanie, they contrived an authority, at once irre- 
jfiftible and irrefponfible, in'whofe name they 
might ravage at pleafure ; and being thus freed 
from all reftraint, they indulged themfelves in the 
moft extravagant fpeculations of plunder. The 
cabal of creditors who have been the objeft of 
the late bountiful grant from his majefty's minit 
ters, in order to poffefs themfelves, under the 
name of creditors and aflignees, of every country 
in India, as faft as it fliould be conquered, infpired 
into the mind of the niboh of Arcot (then a de- 

. pendant 
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pendant on the company of the humbleft order) 
a fcheme of the moft wild and defperate ambition 
that I believe ever was admitted into the thoughts 
of a man fo {ituated.* Fir ft, they perfuaded him 
to confider himfdf as a principal member in the po- 
litical fyftein of Europe. In the next place they held 
out to him, and he readily imbibed, the idea of the 
general empire of Indoftaa. As a preliminary to 
this undertaking, they prevailed on him to propofe 
a tripartite divifion of that vaft country. One part 
to the company; another to the Marattas; and 
the third to himfelf. To himfelf he referved all 
the fouthern part of the great peninfula, compre- 
hended under the general name of the Decan. 

On this fcheme of their fervants, the company 
was to appear in the Garnatick in no other light 
than as a contrador for the, provilion of armies, 
and the hire of mercenaries for his ufe, and under 
^ his direftion. This difpofition was tp be fecured 
by the nabob's putting himfelf under the gua- 
rantee of France ; and by the means of that rival 
nation, preventing the Englifli for ever from af- 
fuming an equality, much lefs a fuperiority in the 

* Report of the fried committee, Madras ConfultatioDS, Ja- 
iiuary7, 1771. See alfo papers publiihed by the order of the 
court of director* in 1776; and lord Macartney's corrcfpon- 
dence w^th Mr. Hailinors and the nabob of Arcot. See alfo 
ftjr. Dundas's Appendix, No. 376 B. Nabob's propoiitions 
through Mr. Sullivad aod Aflam Khan, Art. 6. and indeed the 
whole. 

Carnatick. 
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Camatick. In purfuance of this treafonable pro- 
jeft (treafonable on the part of the Englifh) they 
extinguiihed the company as a fovereign power in 
that part of India; they withdrew the company's 
garrifons out of all the forts and ftrong holds. of 
the Camatick ; they declined to receive the am- 
bafladors from foreign courts, and remitted them 
to the nabob of Arcot j they fell upon, and totally 
deftroyed the oldeft ally of the company, the king 
of Tanjore, and plundered the country to the 
amount of near five millions fterlingj one after 
another, in the nabob's name, but with Englifh 
force, they brought into a miferable fervitude all 
the princes, and great independent nobility of a 
vaft country** In proportion to thefe treafons 
and violences, which ruined the people, the fund 
of the nabob's debt grew and flourifhed. 

Among the vi^ms to this naagnificent plan of 
univerfal plunder, worthy of the heroick avarice 
of the projectors, you have all heard (and he has 

* ** The principal objeft of the expedition is to get money 
** from Tanjore to pay the nabob's debt : if a furplas, to be 
** applied in difcharge of the nabob's debts to his private credi* 
•'tors." Confultations, March 20,* 1771; and for further 
lights, Confultations, lath June, 177 1. ** We are alarmed, left 
** this debt to individuals ihould have been the real motive for 
** the aggrandizement of Mahomed Ali, [ihe nabob of Arcot] 
** and that we are plunged into a toar to put him in poflef&on of 
♦* the My fore revcnues^or the difcharge ^fihe debt** Letter from 
the directors, March 17, 1769. 

Vol, IV, S maae 
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niade^himfelf to be well remembered) of an Indtan 
chief called Hyder Ali Khan. This man poffeffcd 
the weftern, as the company under the name of 
the nabob of Arcot does the eaftern, divifion ksS 
the Carnatkk^ It was among the leading mea» 
&r6s in the deiign of thia cabd (according to their 
own emphatick language) to extirpate this Hyder 
AIL* . They declared the nabob of Arcot to be 
his fovereign, and himfelf to be a rebels and pub* 
fickly inyefted their tnftrument with the ibve- 
neignty of the idnigdom of Myfore^ But theif 
Ti^m was not of the paffive kind. They were 
ibon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace akul 
dofe alliance \dth this >rebel^ at the gates of Ma« 
dras. Both before and fince that treaty, every 
pnbciple of poHcy 'pointed out this power as a 
natural alliance ; and on his part, it was cou^ed 
by every fort of amicable o&ct. But the cabi- 
net council of Englifli creditors would not fofier . 
ihdir nabob of Arcot to %n vt)iQ treaty^ nor ev» 
to give to a prince, at leaft his equal, the ordinary 
titles of refpect and courtefy.f From that time 
forward, a continued plot was carried on within 
the divan, black ^nd white, of the nab(^ of Arcot, 

♦Letter fram the nabob. May i-ft, 1768; an^ ditto, «4th 
April 1770, iftOftober; ditto, i6tli September, 1772, i6th 
ifapch »773. 

* t'fc«*t^r ^rom tfee prelidcncy at Madras to the court of direc- 
tors, 27th June 1769. 

w.. r . . . -. . T £q|^ 
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for the deftruction of Hyder Ali. As to the 
outward members of the double, or rather treble 
government of Madras, which had figned the 
treaty, they were always prevented by fome over* 
ruling influence (which they do not defcribe, but 
which cannot be mifunderftood) from performing 
what juftice and intereft combined fo evidently to 
enforce.* 

When at length Hyder Ali found that he had to' 
do with men who either would fign no conven* 
tion, or whom no treaty, and no fignature could 
bind, and who were the determined enemies of 
human intercourle itielf, he decreed to make the 
country pofleffed by thefe incorri^le and predef- 
tinated criminals a memorable example to man« 
kind. He refolved, in the gloomy recefles of a 
mind capacious of £uch things, to leave the whole 
Camatids: an everlafiing monument of vengeancet 
and to put perpetual defolation as a barrier be*^ 
tween him and thofe, againft whom the faith 
Irldch holds the moral elements of the world to* 
gether, was no prx^tedion. He became at length fo 
confident of his force, fo colieded in his might, 
that he made no &a:et whatfoever of his dreadful 
refcdution. Having terminated his difputes with 
€irery enemy, and every rival, who buried their 
mutual animpHties in their common deteAation 
againft the creditors of the nabob of Arcot, he 

♦ Mf. D^Hxfcw's committee. Report i. Ap{>endix No. 29. 

S 2 drew 
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drew from every quarter whatever a favage ferOi 
city could add to hi» new rudiments in the arts of 
deftruftion ; and compounding all the materials 
of fury, havock, apd defolation, into one black 
cloud, he hung for a while on the declivities of the 
mountains. Whilft the authors of all thefe evik 
were idly and llupidly gazing on this menadng 
meteor, which blackened all their horizon, it fud* 
denly burft, and poured down the whole of its 
contents upon the plains of the Carnatick — ^Then 
enfued a fcene of woe, the like of which no eye 
had feen, no heart conceived, and which no 
tongue can adequately tell. All the horrours of 
war before known or heard of, wxre mercy to that 
new havock. A ftorm of univerfal fire tdafied 
every field, confumed every houfe, deftroyed every 
temple^r The miferable inhabitants flying from 
their flaming villages, in part were flaughtered; 
others, without regard to fex, to age, to the refpeft 
of rank, or facrednefs of function,, fathers torn 
from children, hufbands from wives, enveloped 
in a whirlwind of cavalry, and amidft the goading 
fpears of drivers, and the trampling of purfuing 
horfes, were fwept into captivity, in an unknown 
and hoftile land. Thofe who were able to evade 
this tempeft, fled to the walled cities* But efcap« 
ing from fire, fword, and exile, they fell into the 
jaws of famine. 

The alms of the fettlement, in this dreadful exi- 
gency. 
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gency, were certainly liberal ; and all was done 
by charity that private charity could do : but it 
was a people in beggary; it was a nation which 
flretched out its hands for food.' For months 
together thefe creatures of fufFerance, whofe very 
excefs and luxury in their moft plenteous days, 
had fallen fhort of the allowance of our auftereft 
falts, filent, patient, refigned, without fedition or 
difturbance, almoft without complaint, perifhed 
by an hundred a day in the ftreets of Madras ; 
every day feventy at leaft laid their bodies in the 
ftreets, or on the glacis of Tanjore, and expired 
of famine in the granary of India. I was going 
to awake your juftice towards this unhappy part 
of our fellow citizens, by bringing before you 
feme of the circumftances of this plague of hunger. 
Of all the calamities which befet and waylay the 
life of man, this comes the neareft to our heart, 
and is that wherein the proudeft of us all feels 
himfelf to be nothing more than he is : but I find 
myfelf unable to manage it with decorum ; thefe 
details are of a fpecies of horrour fo naufeous and 
difgufting ; they are fo degrading to the fufFerers 
and to the hearers J they are fo humiliating to hu- 
man nature itfelf, that, on better thoughts, I find 
it more advifeable to throw a pall over this hide- 
ous objeft, and to leave it to your general concep- 
tions. 

S3 For 



^6a SPEECH ON THK 

* For eighteen months, without intcrmiffion, 

this deftrudion raged from the gates of Madras to 

the gates of Tanjore; and fo completely did thefe 

mafters in their art, Hyder Ali, and his more fci- 

rocious fon, abfolve themfeives of their impious 

vow, that when the Britifli armies traverfed, as 

they did, the Carnatick for hundreds of liiiles in 

all directions, through the whole line of their 

march they did not fee one man, not one woman, 

not one child, not one four-footed beaft of any 

defcription whatever. One dead uniform filenrtf 

reigped over the whole region. With the incon? 

fiderab|e exceptions of the narrow vicinage; of 

fome few forts, I wifh to be underftood as fpeak? 

ing literally; — I mean to produce to you more 

than three witneffes, above all exception, who will 

fupport this affertion in its full extent. That hur^ 

ricane of war paffed through 'every part of the 

central provinces of the Carnatick. • Six or feyen 

diftricts to the north and to the fouth (and thefe 

not wholly untouched) efcs^ped the general ra? 



vage. 



The Carnatick is a country not much inferiour 
in extent to England. Figure to yourfelf, Mr. 
Speaker, the land in whofe reprefentative chair 
you fit ; figure to yourfelf the form and fafhion 

♦ Appendix No. 4, Repqrt of ^be Committee of alligncd 
Rpycpue. 

of 



. ♦ 



NABOB' CF argot's DEBTS. .. ' 2^3^ 

cif your fweet and chearful country from Thames 
to Trent, north and fouth, and from the Irifh to 
the German fea eaft and weft, emptied and em- 
bowelled (may God avert the omen of our crimes!) 
by fo accompliflied a defolation. • Extend your 
imagination a little further, and then fuppofe your 
minifters taking a furvey of this fcene of wafte 
and defolation ; what would be your thoughts if 
you fliould be informed, that they were comput- 
ing how much had been the amount of the ex-i 
cifes, how much the cuftoms, how much the land 
and malt tax, in order that they Ihould charge 
(take it in the moft favourable light) for publick 
fervice, upon the relicks of the fatiated vengeance 
of relentlefs enemies, the whole of what England 
had yielded in the moft exuberant feafons of peace 
and abundance? What would you call it? To call 
it tyranny, fubjiimed into madnefs, would be too 
faint an image; yet this very madnefs is the prin*, 
ciple upon which the minifters at your right hand 
have proceeded in their eftimate of the revenues 
oi the Carnatick, when they were providing not 
fupply for the eftablifliments of its protection, but 
rewards for the authors of its ruin. 

Every day you are fatigued and difgufted with 
this cant, " the Carnatick is a country that will 
foon recover, and become inftantly as profper- 
ous as ever.*' They think they are talking to 
innocents, who will believe that by fowing of 

S 4 dragons 
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dragons teeth, men may come up ready grown 
and ready armed. They \^^ho will give themfelves 
the trouble of confidering (for it requires no great 
reach of thought, no very profound knowledge) 
the manner in which mankind are increafed, and 
countries cjiltiyated, will regard all this raving as 
it ought to be regarded In order that the people, 
after a long period of vexation and plunder, may 
be in a condition to maintain government, govern- 
ment muft begin by maintaining them. — ^Here 
the road to oeconomy lies not through receipt, but 
through expence ; and in that country nature has 
given no fliort cut to ypur objeft. Men muft pro- 
pagate, like other animals, by the mouth. Never 
did oppreflion light the nuptial torch j never did 
extortion and ufury fpread out the genial bed. 
Poes any one of you think that England, fo vvraft- 
ed, would, linder fuch a nurfing attendance, fo ra- 
pidly and cheaply recover? But he is meanly ac- 
quaint;ed with either England or India, who does 
not know that England would a thoufand times 
fooner i^efume population, fertility,and what ought 
to be the ultimate fecretion from both, revenue, 
' than fuch a count) y as the Carnatick. 

The Carnalickis not by the bounty of nature a 
fertile foil. The general fizc of its cattle is proof 
enough that it is much otherwife. It is fome days 
fince I moved, that a curious and interefting map, 
kept in the India Houfe, fliould be laid before 

you. 
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you.* The India Houfe is not yet in readinefs to 
fend it ; I have therefore brought down my pwa 
copy, and there it lies for the ufe of any gentle^ 
man who may think fuch a matter worthy of his 
attention. It is indeed a noble map, and of noble 
things J but it is decifive againft the goldefi dreams 
and fanguine fpeculations of avarice run mad. In 
addition to what you know muft be the cafe in 
every part of the world (the neceffity of a previous 
provifion of habitation, feed, ftock,. capital) that 
map will fhew you, that the ufes of the influences 
of Heaven itfelf, are in that country a work of 
art^ The Carnatick is refrelhed by few or no 
living brooks or running ftreams, and it has raia 
only at a feafon; but its produd of rice exafts 
the ufe of water fubj^cl to perpetual command. 
This is the national bank of the Carnatick, on 
which it muft have a perpetual credit, or it pe- 
jiflies irretrievably. For that reafon, in the hap- 
pier times of India, a number, almoft incredible, 
of refervoirs have been made in chofen places 
throughout the whole country; they are formed 
for the greater part of mounds of earth and ftones, 
with fluices of folid mafonry; the whole con» 
ftructed with admirable ikill and labour, and main- 
tained at a mighty charge. In the territory con- 
tained in that map alone, I have been at the trouble 
o( rf^ckoning the refervoirs, and they amount to 

♦ M.C. Bernard's map of the Jaghire. 

Tupwards 
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upwards of eleven hundred, from the e:^tent of 
two or three acres to five miles in circuit. Fronv 
thefc refcrvoirs current^ are occafionally drawn 
over the fields, and thefe watercourfes again call 
for a confiderable e^ence fo keep them properly 
fcourcd and duly levelled. Taking the diftrict in 
that map as a meafure, there cannot be in the Car- 
natick and Tanjorc fewer than ten thoufand of 
thefe refervoirs of the larger and middling dimen- 
fions, to lay nothing of thofe for domeftick fcr* 
vices, and the ufe of religious purification. Thefe, 
arc not the enterprifes of your power, nor in a 
ftyle of magnificence fuited to the tafte of your 
minifter. Thefe are the monuments of real kings, 
vho were the fathers of their people ; teftators to 
a poftcrity which they embraced as their own. 
Thefe are the grand fepulchres built by ambition j 
but by the ambition of an infatiable benevolence, 
which, not contented with reigning in the difpen- 
iation of happinefs during the contracted term of 
human life, had ftrained, with all the Teachings 
and grafpings of a vivacious mind, to extend tht 
dominion of their bounty beyond th6 limits of na*. 
tiire, and to perpetuate themfelves through gene- 
rations of generations, the guardbns, the protec- 
tors, the nourifliers of mankind. 

Long before the late invafion, the perfons who 
are objeds of the grant of publick money now be- 
fore vou, had fo diverted the fupply of the pious 

funds 
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funds of cukure and population, that everywhere 
the refervoirs were fallen intd a.miferable decay** 
But after thofe domefiick enemies had provoked 
the entry of a cruel foreign foe into the country, 
Jic did not leave it, until his revenge, had com^ 
pleted the deftruftion begun by their avarice* 
Few, very few indeed, of thefe niagazines of water 
that are not either totally deftroyed,9r cut through 
with fuch gaps, as to require a ferious attention 
^nd much cpfl to re-eflabliih them, as the mean$ 
of prefent fubfiftence to the people, and of futuro 
yevenu6 to the ftate. 

What, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightenedi 
jniniftry do on the view of the ruins of fuch work^ 
before them ? On the view of fuch a chafm of de- 
solation as that which yawned in the midft of thofe 
countries to the north and foufh, which ftUl borj? 
fome veftiges of cultivation ? They would have 
reduced all their moft neceffary eftabliftiments ; 
they would have fulpended the jufteft payments; 
,they would liave employed every fhilling derived 
from the producing, to reanimate the powers of 
(he unproductive parts. While they were performr 

. ing this fundamental duty, whilft they were cele^ 
brating thefe myfteries of juftice and humanity, 
they would have told the corps of fictitious credit 
tors, whofe crimes were their claims, that they 

' muft keep an awful diftance ; that . they muft 
iilence their inaufpicious tongues; that they muil 

♦ See Report IV, Mr. Dund^s's Committee, p. 46. 

• hold 



268 5P1ECH ON TH£ 

hold qfftlicir profane unhallowed paws from this 
hdty Mork ; they would have proclaimed with a 
▼oke that fhouki make itfelf heard, that on every 
country the firft creditor is the plow; that this ori- 
^al, indefeafible claim fuperfedes every other de- 
mand. 

This is what a wife and virtuous miniftry would 
have done and laid. This, therefore, is what our 
minifter could never think of faying or doing. A 
miniftry of another kind would have firft im* 
proved the country, and have thus laid a folid. 
foundation for future opulence and future force. 
But on this grand point of the reftoration of the 
country, there is not one fyllable to be found in 
the correfpondence of our minifters, from the ^ ifc 
to the laft : they felt nothing for a land defolated 
by fire, fword, and famine ; their fy mpathies took 
another direction; they were touched with pity 
for bribery, fo long tormented with a fruitlefs 
itching of its palms ; their bowels yearned for ufu- 
ry, that had long miffed the harveft of its return- 
ing months;* they felt for peculation which had 
been for fo many years raking in the duft of an 
empty treafury; they wereiiielted into compafilon, 
for rapine and oppreffion, licking their dry, parch- 
ed, unbloody jaws. Thefe were the objects of 
their fdlicitude. Thefe were the neceffities for 
which they were ftudious to provide. 

To ftate the coimtry and its revenues in their 

* Intereftis rated in India by the month. 

rdri 
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Aal condition, and to provide for thofe fiftitioua 
cl«dms, cbnfiftently with the fupport of an army 
and a civil eftablifhment, would have been impof* 
fible; therefore the minifters are fiknt on that 
head, and reft themfelves on the authority of lord 
Macartney, who in a letter to the court of direc* 
tors, written in the year 1781, fpeculating 6n 
what might be the refult of a wife management 
of the countries afligned by the nabob of Arcot, 
rates the revenue as in time of peace, at twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, as he does thofe 
of the king of Tanjore (which had not been taX- 
figned) at four hundred and fifty. On this lord 
Macartney grounds his calculations,' and on this 
tK^ choofe to ground theirs. It was on this cal- 
culation that the miniftry, in dircft opposition to 
the remonftrances of the court of direftors, have 
compelled that miferable, enflaved body, to put 
their hands to an order for appropriating the en- 
ormous funi of 480,000/. annually, as a fund for 
paying to their rebellious fervants a debt contraft- 
ed in defiance of their clearefl and moft pofitive 
injunctions. 

The authority and information of lord Macart- 
ney is held high on this occafion, though it jis totally 
rejefted in every other particular of this bufinefs, 
I believe I have the honour of being almoft as old 
an acquaintance as any lord Macartney has. A 
conftant.and unbroken friendfhip has fubfified be- 
tween 
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tween us from a very early period; and, I trul^ 
he thinks, that as I refped his chara&er, and in 
general admire his condud, I am one of thole 
who feel no common intcreft in his reputadon^ 
Yet I do not heiitate wholly to difallow the caku« 
Ution of 17S1, without any apprehenfioa that I 
fiiall appear to diiixuft hb veracity or hh judg^^ 
ment. This peace elUmate of revenue was not 
grounded oa the ftate of the Carnatick as it tfaeUf 
or as it had recently, fioodL It was a ftatement 
of former and better times. Hiere is no doubt 
' that a period did exiA» when the lai;ge portion of 
the Carnatick hdd by the nabob of ArcQt might 
be fairly reputed to produce a revenue to that, or 
to . a greater amount. But the whole had lb 
melted away by the flow and iiient hoftility of 
oppreffion and mifinanagcm/ent, that tl^c revenues, 
finking with the prolperity of the country, had 
fallen to about 800,000/. a year, even lief ore an 
diemy's horfe had imprinted his hoof an the foil 
of the Carnatick. From that view, and indepen- 
dently of the decifive eflfefts of the war which en- 
fued, Sir Eyre Coote conceived that years muft 
pafs before the country could be refiored to its 
former prcrfperity and production. It was that * 
fiate of revenue, (namdy, the actual ftate before 
the war) which the diredors have oppofed to lord 
Macartney's fpecubtion. They T€£u&d to take 
the jevenues for more than 8oo,oooA In this 

they 
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they are juftified by lord Macartney himfdf, who^ 
ia 2^ fiibfequent Jetter, informs the court, that his 
iketch is a matter of fpeculation ; it fuppofes the 
Gomitry reftored to its ancient proi^erity, and the 
revenue to be in a courfe of effedive and honeft 
€olledion« If therefore the mi^ifiers have gone 
wrong, they were not deceived by lord Macart* 
ney i;* they were deceived by no man. The cUtU 
maie of 'the ^redors is nearly the very eflimate 
fdriillbtd by the right honourable gentleman liim« 
ielf, and pub&ihed to the worid in one pf the 
printed reports of his own Kxwnmittee;* but as 
tofOTiM he obtained his power, he chofe to aban- 
dgn his account. ' No part of his official condud 
can be defended on the ground of his parliamen- 
tary information* 

In this dalhing of accounts and efiimates, ought 
not the jraniflxy, if they wiflied to prefer ve evea^ 
appearanoes, to have waited for information of 
the a&uaJi re^uk of the£b fpeculations, before they 
bdd a charge, and fuch a charge, not condition- 
ally and eventually, biit pofitively and authorita- 
tively, upon a coimtry which they all knew, and 
which one of them had regifterad on the records 
of this houfe, to be wa&ed beyond all example, by 

• Mr. Dundas's Committee, Rep. I. p, 9. and ditto, Rep. IV*. 
69. where the revenue of 1777 dated only at 22 lacks — 3olacks 
itated as the revenue, ^* fuppojing the Carnatrck to be properUf 
** managed.'* . - - . - 
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creiy oppreflion of an abufive government^ and 
every ravage of a defolating war. But that yoii 
may difcern in what manner they ufe the corref- 
pondence of office, and that thereby you may entec 
into the true fpirit of the minifierial board of con-« 
trol^ I defire you, Mn Speaker, to remark, that 
through their whole controverfy with the court 
of directors^ they do not fo much as hint at their 
ever having feen any other paper from lord Ma« 
cartney, or any other eftimate of revenue^ thaa 
this of 1 78 1 » To this they hold^ Here they take 
poft 'f here they entrench themfehres.. 

When I firft read this curious controverfy be^ 
tween the miniftcrial board and the court of <^'• 
re^ors, common candour obliged me to attribute 
their tenacious adherence to the ^eftimate of 1781, 
to a total ignorance of what had appeared upon 
the records. But the right honourable gentler 
man has chofen to come forward with an uncalled'^ 
for declaration ; he boaftingly tells you, that he 
has feen, read, digefted, compared every thing; 
and that if he has finned, he has finned with his 
eyes broad open. Since then the minifier^ will 
obftinately fhut the gates of mercy on themfelve% 
let them add to their crimes what aggravations 
they pleafe. They have then (fince it mufl be fo) 
wilfully and corruptly fupprefled the information 
which they ought to have produced ; and for the 
fupport of peculation, have made themfelves guilty 

of 
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of fpollation and fuppreffion of evidence.* The 
paper I hold in my hand, whidi totally ovcrtutns^ 
{for the prefent at leaft) the eftimate of 178 1, they 
have no more taken notice of in their controverfy 
with the court of direftors, thi^n if it ha(d n6 exif- 
tence. It is the report made by a committee ap- 
pointed at Madras, to manage the whole of the 
fix countries affigned to the company by the nabob 
of Arcot. This committee wis wifely inftituted 
by lord Macartney, to remove from himfelf the 
fiifpicion of all improper management in fo invi- 
dious a truft ; and it feems to have been well 
chofen. This committee has made a comparative" 
eftimate of the only fix diftrifts which were in a 
condition to be let to farm. In one fet of columns 
they ftate the grofs and net produce of the dif- 
trids as let by the nabob. To that ftatement they 
oppofe the terms on which the fame diftricls were 
rented for five years, under their authority. Under 
the* nabob, the grofs farm was fo high as 570,000/. 
fterling. What was the clear produce ? "Why, no 
niore than about 250,000/. and this was the 
whole profit of the nabob's treafury, under his 
own nnianagement, of all the diftricls which were 
in a condition to be let to farm on the 27th of 
May, 1782. JLord Macartney's leafes fiipulated a 
gi^ofe prddiice of no more than about 530,000/. 

**Sce Appendix J No. 4, Statement in the Report of the Com- 
mittee of affigned Revenue. 
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but then the cftimatcd net am(!)unt was nearly^ 
double the nabob^s. It however did ilot then ex-^ 
ceed 480,00:^/; and lord Macartney's cotnmif-. 
fioners take credit for an annual revenue amount- 
ing to this clear fum. Here is no fpeculation j- 
here is no inaccurate account clandeftinely obtain- 
ed from thofe who might wi£h, and were enabled 
to deceive. It is the authorized recorded ftate of 
a r^al recent tranfaclion. Here is not twelve 
hundred thoufand pound, not eight hundred. 
The whole revenue of the Carnatick yielded no 
more in May 1782 than four hundred and eighty, 
thoufand pounds; nearly the very precife fum 
which your minifter, who is fo careful of the pub- 
lick fccurity, has carried from all defcriptions of 
cllabliftiment to form a fund for the private emo- 
lument of his creatures. 

In tliis eftimate, we fee, as I have juft obferved, 
the nabob's farms rated fo high as 570,000/. Hi- 
therto all is well; but follow on to the effeftivc 
net revenue: there the illufion vanifhes; and you 
will not find nearly fo much as half the produce. 
It is with rcafon therefore lord Macartney inva- 
riably throughout the whole correfpondence, qua- 
lifies all his views and expedations of revenue, 
and aU his plans for its application, with t\iis in- 
difpenfable condition, that the managemeiit is not 
in the hands of the nabob of Arcot. Should thjt 
fatal meafurc take place, he has over and over 
. , agaiu 
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again told you, that he has no profpeft of reaUf- 
ing any thing whatfoever for any publick pur-^ 
pofe. With thefe weighty declarations, confirnu^ 
ed by fuch a ftate of indifputable fact before them ; 
what has been done by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer and his accomplices ? Shall I be believed ? 
They have delivered over thofe very territories, 
on the keeping of which in the hands of the com- 
mittee, the defence of our dominions, and what 
was more dear to them, poffibly, their own job 
depended; they have delivered back again- with- 
out condition, without arrangemen^t, without fti- 
pulation of any fort for the natives of any rank, 
the whole of thofe vaft countries, to many of 
which he had no juft claim, into the ruinous mif- 
management of the nabob -of Arcot. To crown 
all, according to their miferable praftice whenever 
they doany thing tranfcendently abfurd, they pre- 
fect this their abdication of their truft, by a fo- 
lemn declaration that they were not obliged to it 
by any principle of policy, or any demand of juf- 
tice whatfoever* 

I have ftated to you the eftimated produce of 
the territories of the Carhatick,. in a condition to 
be farmed in 1782, according to the different ma- 
nagements into which they might fall; and this 
eilimate the minifters.have thought proper to fup^ 
prefs. Since that, two other accounts have been 
received. The firft informs us, that there has 

T 2 been 
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been a recovery of v/Iiat is called arrear, as wcH as 
of an improvement of the revenue of one of the 
fix provinces which were let in 1782.* It was 
brought about by making a new war. After fomc 
(harp actions, by the refolution and (kill of co- 
lonel FuUarton, feveral of the petty princes of tlie 
moft foutherly of tlie unwafted provinces were 
compelled to pay very heavy rents and tributes, 
who for a long time before had not paid any ac- 
knowledgment- After this reducKon, by the care 
of Mr. Irwin, one of the committee, that province 
was divided into twelve farms. This operatioft 
raifed the income of that particular province; the 
others remain as tTiey were firft farmed. So that 
inftead of producing only their original rent of 
480,000/. they netted in about two years and a 
quarter, 1,320,000/. fterllng, which would be 
about 660,000/. a year, if the recovered arrear was 
not included. What deduAion is to be made oa 
account of that arrear I cannot determine, but 
certainly what would reduce the annual income 
confiderably below the rate I have allowed. * 

The fecond account recdved, is the letting of 
the wafted provinces of the Carnatick. This I 
underftand is at a groVing rent, which nwty or 
may not realife what it promifes; but if it fbouH 
anfwer, it will raife the whole, at f6|l(e future time^ 

to I*,2 00,000/. 

* I'he proymce of TinnevcHy. 
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You muft here remark, Mr. Speaker, that this 
revenue is the produce of all the nabob's domi- 
nions. During the afiignment, the nabob paid 
nothing, becaufe the company had all. Suppofing 
the whole of the lately affigned territory to yield 
up to the moft fanguine expectations of the right 
honourable gentleman; andfuppofe 1,200,000/. to 
be annually realifed (of which we aftually know 
of no more than the realifing of fix hundred tliou- 
fand) out of this you muft dedud: the fubfidy and 
rent which the nabob paid before the affignment, 
namely 340,000/. a year. This reduces back the 
revenue applicable to the new diftribiition made 
by his majefty's miniftcrs, to about 800,000/. Of 
'that fum five eighths arc by them furrendered to 
the debts. The remaining three are the only fund 
left for all the purpofes fo, magnificently difplayed 
in the letter of the board of control; that is for 
a new-caft peace eftablifliment ; a new fund for 
ordnance and fortifications; and a large allow- 
ance for what they call " the fplendour of the 
*^ Durbar." 

You have heard the account of thefe territories 
as they ftood in 1782. You have feen the a^ual 
receipt fince the afiignment in 1 781, of which I 
reckon about two years and a quarter produdive. 
I have ftated #b you the expedation from the wafted 
part. For realifing all this you may value your- 
felves on the vigour and diligence of a governour 

T3 and 
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and committee that have done fo much. If thele 
hopes from the committee are rational — remember 
that the committee is no more. Your minifters^ 
who have formed their fund for thefc debts on the 
prefumed effect of the committee's management, - 
have put a complete end to that committee. Their 
afts are refcinded ; their leafes are broken ; their 
renters are difperfed. Your minifters knew when 
they figncd the death-warrant of the Carnatick, 
that the nabob would not only turn all thefe un- 
fortunate farmers of revenue out of employment, 
but that he has denounced his fevereft vengeance 
againft them, for acting under Britifli authority. 
With a knowledge of this difpofition, a Britifli 
chancellor of the exchequer, and treafurer of the 
navy, incited by no publick advantage, impelled 
by no publick ncceffity, in a ftrain of the moft 
wanton perfidy which has ever ftained the annals 
of mankind, have delivered over to plunder, im* 
prifonment, exile, and death itfclf, according to 
the mercy of fuch execrable tyrants as Amir ul 
Omra s^nd Paul Benfield, the unhappy and deluded 
fouls, who, untaught by uniform example, were 
ftill weak enough to put their trufl in Englifh 
faith.* They have gone farther ; they have thought 
proper to mock and outrage their mifery by or-* 
dering them proteftion and compenfation. From 
wh^t power is this proteftion to be derived ? And 

* Appendix, No. 5. 
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from what fund is this compenfation to arife? Thle 
revenues are delivered over to their oppreflbr ; the 
territorial jurifdiftion, from whence that revenue 
is to arife,, and under which they live, is furren- 
dered to the fame iron hands: and that they Ihall 
be deprived of all refuge, and all hope, the minif- 
ter has made a folemn, voluntary declaration, that 
he never will interfere with the nabob^s internal 
government.* 

The laft thing confidered by the board of con- 
trol among the debts of the Carnatick, was that 
arifing to the Eaft-India company, which after the 
provifion for the cayalry, and the confolidation 
of 1777, was to divide the refidue of the fund of 
480,000/. a year with the lenders of 1767. This 
debt the worthy chairman, who fits oppofite to 
me, contends to be. three millions fterling. Lord 
Macartney's account of 1781, ftates it to be at 
that period, 1,200,000/. The firft account of the 
court of directors makes it 900,000/. This, like 
the private debt, being without any folid exif- 
tence, is incapable of any diftincl limits. What^ 
ever its amount or its validity may be, one thing 
is clear; it is of the nature and quality of a pub- 
lick debt. In that light nothing is provided for 
it, but an eventual furplus to be divided with orie 
clafs of the private demands, after fatisfying the 
two firft claffes. Never was a more fhameful poft- 
poning a publick demand, which by the reafon 

* Sec eztrad of their letter in the Appendix, No. 9. 
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of the thing, and the uniform pradice of all na^ 
lions, fuperfedes every private claim. 

Thofe who gave this preference to private claims, 
confider the company's as a lawful demand; dfe, 
why did they pretend to provide for it? On their 
own principles they are condemned. 

But I, Sir, who profefs tp fpeak to your under- 
.ftanding and to your confcience, and to brufli 
away from this bufinefs all falfe colours, all falfe 
appellations, as well . as falfe fafts, do pofitively 
deny that the Carnatick owes a fliilling to the 
company ; whatever the company may be indebt* 
ed to that undone country. It owes nothing to 
the company for this plain and fimple reafon — 
The territory charged with the debt is their own. 
To fay that their revenues fall Ihort, and owe 
them money, is to fay they are in debt to them- 
felves, which is only talking nonfenfe. The faft 
is, that by the invafion of an enemy, and the ruin 
of the country, the company, either in its own 
name, or in the names of the nabob of Arcot and 
rajah of Tanjore, has loft for feveral years what 
it might have looked to receive from its own 
cftate. If men were allowed to credit themfelves 
upon fuch principles, any one might foon grow 
rich by this mode of accounting. A flood comes 
down upon a man's eftate in the Bedford Level 
of a thoufand pounds a^ear, and drowns his rehts 
for ten years. The chancellor would put that 
man into t^je hands of a truftee, who would 

. gravely 
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gravely make up his books, and for this lofi cre- 
dit himfelf in his account for a debt due to hin\ 
of 10,000/. It is, however, on this principle the 
company makes up its demands on the Carnatick. 
In peace they go the full length, and indeed more 
than the full length, of what the people can bear 
for current eilablifliments ; then they are abfurd 
enough to confoHdate all the calamities of war into * 
debts; to metamorphofe the devaftations of the 
country into demands upon its future produdion* 
What is this but to avow a refolution utterly to de. 
ilroy their own country, and to force the people 
to pay for their fufferings, to a government which 
has pt'oved unable to protect either the fliare of 
the huibandman or their own ? In every leafe of a 
farm, the invafion of an enemy, inftead of forming 
a demand for arrear, is a releafe of rent ; nor for 
that releafe is it at all neceflary to Ihow, that the 
invaiion has kft nothing to the occupier of the 
(oil; though in^the prefent cafe it would be too 
eafy to prove that melancholy faft.* I •therefore 
applauded my right honourable friend, who, when 
he canvaffed the company's accounts, as a preli- 
minary to a bill that ought not to fiand on falfe^ 
hood of any kind, fixed his difcerning eye, and 
his deciding hand, on thefe debts of the company^ 
from the nabob of Arcot and rajah of Tanjorc, 

* *• It is certain that the incurfion of a/^c; of Hydcr's horfe 
'* into the Jaghire, in 1767, coft the company upwards of pa» 
*• godiis 27,000, in al/oivanccs for damages,^' Confultations, Feb- 
ruary nth, 1771. 

and 
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and at one ftroke expunged them all, as utterly- 
irrecoverable; he might have added as utterly 
unfounded. 

On thefe grounds I do not blame the arrange- 
ment this day in queftion, as a preference given to 
the debt of individuals over the company's debt. 
In my eye it is no more than the preference of a 
fiftion over a chimera; but I blame the preference 
given to thofe fiftitious private debts over the 
ftanding defence and the ftanding government. 
It is there the publick is robbed. It is robbed in 
its army ; it is robbed in its civil adminiftration ; 
it. is robbed in its credit; it is robbed in its inveft- 
ment which forms the commercial conneftion be- 
tween that country and Europe. There is the 
robbery. 

But my principal objection lies a good deal 
deeper. That debt to the company is the pretext 
under which all the other debts lurk and cover 
themfelves. That debt forms the foul putrid 
mucus, in which are engendered the whole brood 
of creeping afcarides, all the endlefs involutions, 
thef eternal knot, added to a knot of thofe inex- 
pugnable tape-worms which devour the nutria, 
ment, and eat up the bowels of India.* It is 
neceflary. Sir, you fhould recolleft two things 2 

* Proceeding at Madras, nth February, 1769, and through- 
out the correfpondence on this fubje^l ; particularly Conful- 
tations, Oftober 4th, 1769, and the Creditors* Memorial, 2otb 
January, 17 70* 

flrft. 



NABOB OF argot's DEBTS. 283 

firft that the nabob's debt to the company carries 
no intereft. In the next place you will obferve, 
that whenever the company has occafion to bor- 
row, fhe has always commanded whatever flie 
thought fit at eight per cent. Carrying in your 
mind thefe two fafts, attend to the procefs with 
regard to the publick and private debt, and with 
what little appearance of decency they play into 
each other's hands a game of utter perdition to the 
unhappy natives of India. The nabob falls into an 
arrear to the compjmy. The prefidency preffes for 
payment. The nabob's anfwer is, I have no 
money. Good. But there are foucars who will 
fupply you on the mortgage of your territories. 
Then fteps forward fome Paul Benfield, and from 
his grateful compaflion to the nabob, and his filial 
regard to the company, he unlocks the treafures 
of his virtuous induftry ; and for a confideration 
of twenty-four or thirty-fix per cent, on a mort- 
gage of the territorial revenue, becoi;nes fecurity 
to the company for the nabob's arrear. 

All this intermediate ufury thus becomes fanc- 
tified by the ultimate view to the company's pay- 
ment. In this cafe, would not a plain man alk this 
plain queftion of the company ; if you know that 
the nabob muft annually mortgage his territories 
to your fervants to pay his annual arrear* to you, 
why is not the afliignment or mortgage made di- 
rectly to the company itfelf? By this fimple ob- 

vioui 
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vious operation, the company would be relieved 
and the debt paid, without the charge of a fhil* 
Kng int^reft to that prince. But if that courfe 
ihould be thought too indulgent, why do they 
not take that affignment with fuch intereft to 
themfelves as they pay to others, that is eight 
per cent? Or if it were thought more advifeable 
(why it {hould I know not) that he muft bortow, 
why do not the company lend their own credit to 
the nabob for their own payment ? That credit 
would not be weakened by the collateral fecurity 
of his territorial mortgage. The money might 
ftill be had at eight per cent. Inftead of any of 
thcfe honeft and obvious methods, the company 
has for years kept up a (hew of difintereftednefs 
and moderation, by fufFering a debt to accumu- 
late to them from the country powers without any 
intereft at all ; and at the fame time have feen be- 
fore their eyes, on a pretext of borrowing to pay 
that debt, the revenues of the country charged 
with an ufury of twenty, twenty-four, thirty-fix, 
and even eight-and-forty per cent, with compound 
intereft,* , for the benefit of their fervants. All 
this time they know that by having a debt fub- 
fifting without any intereft, which is to be paid 
by contrading a debt on the higheft intereft, they 
manifeftly render it neceffary to the nabob sA Ar- 
cot to give the private demand a preference to the 

* Appendix No, 7. 
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publick; and by binding him a«id their fervants 
together in a comnaon caufe, they enable him to 
foFm a party to the utter ruin of their own au- 
thority, and their own afiairs% Thus their falfe 
moderation, and their affected purity, by the na» 
tural operation of every thing falfe, and every 
thing aflfefted, becomes pander and bawd to the 
unbridled debauchery and licentious lewdnefe of 
ufury and extortion. 

In- confcquence of this double game, all the ter- 
ritorial revenues have, at one time or otiher, been 
covered by thofe locufts, the Englifli foucars. Not? 
one fingle foot of the Carnatick has efcaped them ; 
a territory as large as England. During thefe 
operations what a fcene has that country prefent- 
cd!* The ufurious European affignee fuperfedeg 
the nabob's native farmer of the revenue; the 

&l*mer flies to the nabob's preferice to claim his 

» 

* For fomc part of thefe ufurious tranfaftions, fee Confulta- 
tion 28th January I78t ; ai!id- for the nabob's excufing his op* 
preffiona on account of thefe debts, Confultation 26th Novem* 
bcr 1770. ** Still I undertook, fwft, the payment of the money 
^* belonging to the company, who are my kind friends, and by 
** borrowings and mortgaging myjewds^ &c. by taking fro7n every 
•* 09te ofmyfirvants, in pmportLon to their circumftances, by //e/z^ 
^'Jcverities alfo on my country, notwithjiandirtg its diftH[[id.fiut€^ 
« as you know." — The Board's remark is as follows; after 
controverting fome of the fadbs, they fay, " That his countries 
•* aFcoppreflTed is moflr certain, but not from real neceffity ; his 
** dxbt$ indeed heme afforded him a cmjlant pre(e?ice for ufing fcvcri- 
** ties and cry el oppreflions." 
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bargain ; whflft his fervants murmur . for wagesj 
and his foldicrs mutiny for pay. The mortgage 
to the European affignce is then refumed, and the 
native farmer replaced j replaced, again to be re« 
moved cm the new clamour of the European af* 
fignee.* Every man of rank and landed fortune 
being long fince extinguiflied, the remaitung mi* 
ferable laft cultivator, who grows to the foil, after 
having his back fcored by the farmer, hi^ it again 
flayed by the whip of the affignee, and is -thus by 
a ravenous, becaufe a fhort-lived fueceiSdn of 
claimants, laflied from oppreffor to oppreffor, 
whilft a fingle drop of blood is left as the means 
of extorting a fingle grain of corn. Do not think 
I paint. Far, very far from it; 1 do not' reach 
the facl, nor approach to it. Men of refpedable 
condition, men equal to your fubftantial EngUIh 
yepmen, are daily tied up and fcourged. tb anfwer 
the multiplied demands of various conteipfding and 
contradictory titles, all iffuing from one aD,d the 
fame fource. Tyrannous exaftion brings on fer- 
vile concealment ; and that again calls forth ty- 
rannous coercion. They move in a circle, mutu- 
ally producing and produced ; till at length no- 
thing of humanity is left in the government,. no 

, ♦ See Coqfultation 28th January 178 1, where it is aflertcd, 
and not dcniedy that the nabob's farmers of revenue feldom 
cojitinuc for three months together. From this the ftate of tba< 
country may be ealily judged of. 

*.. trace 
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trace of integrity, fpiri,ty or manlinefs in the peopk,^ 
who drag out a precarious and degraded exiftence 
under this fyfteia of outrage upon human nature. 
Such is the efFeft of the eftablifhment of a debt to» 
the company, as it has hitherto been managed, 
and" as it ever will remain, until ideas are adopted 
totally different from thofe which prevail at this 
time. 

Your worthy minifters, fupporting what they* 
are obliged to condemn, have thought fit to re* 
i)cw the company's old order againft contrafting 
private debts in future. They begin by rewarding 
the violation of the' ancient law; and then they 
gravely re-enaft provifions, of which they have 
^ven bounties for the breach. This inconfiftency 
has been well expofed..* But what will you fay to 
their having gone the length of giving pofitive 
direftions for contracting the debt which they po- 
sitively forbid ? I ' 

I will explain myfelf. They order the nabob, 
out of the revenues of the Carnatick, to alloti 
four hundred and eighty thoufand pounds a year,' 
as a ftind for the debts before us. For^the pum:^ 
tvial payment of this annuity ^ they oixiar-hitoiiiy 
give faucar fecurity.f When a foucary^iikBJLis i^ 
laoney dealer, becomes fecurity fortaoyi.atatiDci 
prince, the courfe is, for the native prixiee tq cpuii''^ 

'- • In Mr. Fox's fpecch. ' '^ •^^'' ^^-^ 

• t The amended Letter, Appendix, No, 9, "♦' -* i''^ : Hi;* : 

terfecurc 
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tcrfccure the money dealer, by making over ta 
him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal 
to the fum annually to be paid, with an intereft ' 
ift£ at leaft twenty-four per cent. The point fit for 
the houfe to know is, who are thefe foucars, to 
whom this fecurity on the revenues in favour of 
the nabob's creditors is to be given ? The majo- 
rity of the houfe, unaccuftomed to thefe tranfat- 
tions, will hear with aftonifliment that thefe fou- 
cais are no other than the creditors themfdves. 
The minifter, not content with authorizing thefe 
tranfa6tions in a manner and to an extent unhoped 
for by the rapacious expectations of ufury itfelf, 
loads the broken back of the Indian revenues, in 
favour of his worthy friends the foucars, with an 
additional twenty-four per cent, for being fecurity 
to themfelves for their own claims; for conde- 
fcending to take the country in mortgage, to pay 
to themfelves the fruits of their own extortions. 

The intereft' to be paid for this fecurity, accord- 
ing to the moft moderate ftrain of foucar demand,- 
comes to one hundred and eighteen thoufand' 
pounds a year, which added to the 480,00c/. on- * 
which it is to accrue, will make the whole charged 
cm account of thefe debts on the Carnatick revc^ 
nuef amovnt to 598,000/. a year, as much as eveti^ 
along peace wifl-enalde thofe revenues to produce;: • 
Can any one refleA for a moment on all tbofc 
daiips of debt, which the minifter exhaufts him- 

fclf 
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felf iti cttntrivances to augment with new ufuries, 
without lifting up his hands and eyes in aftoniftr- 
xnent of the impudence, both of the claim and of 
the adjudication? Services of fome kind or other 
rhefe fervants of the company muft have done, fo 
great and eminent, that the chancellor of the ex- 
thequer cahnot think that all they have brought 
home is half enough. He halloos after them, 
Gentlemen, you have forgot a large packet be- 
hind you, in your hurry; you have not fuffi* 
ciently recovered yourfelves; you ought to have, 
** and you fliall have, intereft upon intereft, upon 
•* a prohibited debt that is made up of intereft 
*' upon intereft. Even this is too little. I have 
*' thought of another character for you, by which 
^^ you may add fomething to your gains; you (hall 
•* be fecurity to yourfelves^; ind hence will arife a 
^ newufury, which fhall efface the memory of all 
^' the ufuries fuggefted to you by your own dull 
'*' inventions.** 

I have done with the arrangement relative to the 
Carnatick. After this it is to little purpofe to ob- 
ferve on what the minifters have done to Tanjore. 
Your minifters have not obferved even form and 
ceremony in their outrageous and infulting rob- 
bery of ihat country, whofe only crime has been, 
its early and conftant adherence to the power of 
this, and the fufferingof an uniform pillage in con« 
feq[uence of it. The debt of the company from 
Vol. IV. U' the 
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the rajah of Tanjore^ b juft of the fame ftuff witi 
thlt of the nabob of Arcot. 

The fubfidy from Tanjore, on 'the arrear of 
>vhich' this pretended debt (if any th^re be) has 
?iccrued to the company, is noty like that paid by 
the ns^ob of Arcot, a compenfation for vaft couiv 
tries obtained, augmented^ and preferved for him; 
not the price of piHaged treafuries, ra;nfacked 
houfes, and plundered territories. — It is a large 
grant, from a fmall kingdom not obtaijned by our 
arms; robbed, not protected by our power; a 
grant for which no equivalent was ever given, or 
pretended to be given, 'the right honourable gen- 
tleman, however, bears witnefs in his reports to 
the punctuality of the payments of this grant of 
bounty, or, if you pleafe, of fear. It anoounts to 
one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
iiet annual fubfidy. He bears witnefs to a further 
grant of a town and port^with an annexed dif- 
trift of thirty thoufand pound a year, furrendered 
to the company finee the fiirft donation. He has 
not borne witnefs, but the faft isy (he will not 
deny it) that in the midft of war, and during the 
Tuin and defojation of a confiderable part of his 
territories^ this prince made many very large pay- 
ments. Notwithftanding thefe merits and fervices» 
the firft regulation of miniftry is to force from him 
a territory of an extent which they have not yet 
thought proper to afcertain,* for a military peace* 

' ' - * Appeadix, No. 8. . . - 
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feftablifliment, the particulars of which they have 
not yet been pleafed to fettle. 
, The next ^art of their arrarigeihent is with re- 
gard to war. As confeffedly this prince had no 
ihare in ftitring Up any of the former wars, fo all 
future wars are completely out of his power ; for 
4ie has ho troops whate^ver^ and is under a ftipula- , 
tion not fo much as to correfpbnd with atiy fbreigii 
ftate, except through the company; Yfet, ih cafe 
the company's fervants fliould be agiih involved 
in war, or fliould think proper again to provoke 
any enemy, as in times paft they have wantonly 
provoked all India, he is to be fubjeded to a new ' 
penaltjr. To what penilty? — Why, to nd lefs than 
the confifcation of all his revenues. But this is 
to end with the war, and they are to be faithfully 
returned? — Oh! ho; nothing like iti The coun- 
try is to remain under confifcation Until all th6 
debt .which the company fliall think fit to incur in 
fuch war fliall be difcharged; that is to fay, for 
ever. His fole comfort is to find his old eneihy, 
the nabob of Arcot, placed in thie very fame con- 
dition. 

The revenues of that miferable country were, 
before the invafion of Hyder, reduced to a grofs 
annual receipt of three hundred and fixty thou- 
fend pound.* From this receipt the fubfidy I have 



» Mr, Pctrie's evidence before the fcled committee, App. No. 7. 
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juft ftated is taken* This again, by payments m 
advance, by extorting depofits of additional fums 
to a vaft amount for the benefit of their foucars, 
and by an en^efs variety of other extortions, pub- 
Bck and private, is loaded with a debt, the amount 
of which I never could afcertaiir, but which i& 
Jarge mndotibtedly, generating an ufury the moftf 
completely ruinoua that probably was ever beard 
of; thai is ^ forty -eight per cent, payable mtJftthly^ with 
toiiipaund inter ejl.* 

Such \s the ftate to which the company's fer* 
TantsT&ave reduced that coimtry. Now coi^e the 
reformists, reiftorers^ and comforters of India^ 
"What have they dpne? In addition to all thefe 
tyrannous exa<Elions with ^1 thefe ruinous^ debts 
in their train, looking to one fide of an agreement 
whUft they wilfBlly Ihut their eyes to the TJther, 
they withdraw from Tanjore all the benefits of 
ihe treaty of 1762, and they fubjecfe that natioD 
to a perpetual tribiite of forty thoufand a year to 
the nabob of Arcot ; a tribute never due, or pre- 
tended to be due to him^ even when he appeared 
to be fomething ^ a tribute, as thiwgs now ftanrf, 
not to a real potentate, but to a Ihadow, a dream, 
%Vi incubus' of oppreflion,. After the company has 
' accepted in ftibfidy, in grant of territory, in re- 
miflion of rent, as a compenfation for ^eir owa 
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proteAion, at lead two hundred thoufand pound 
a year, without difcounting a {hilling for that re- 
ceipt, the minifters condenfin this harafled nation 
to be tributary to a perfon who is himfelf, by their 
own arrangement, deprived of the right of war 
or peace; deprived of the power of the fword; 
forbid to keep up a fingle regiment of foldiers ; 
and is therefore wholly difabled from all protec- 
tion of the country which is the obje6t of the pre* 
tended tribute Tribute hangs on the fword. It 
is an incident infeparable from real fovereign 
power. In the prefent cafe to fuppofe its exiftence, 
is as abfurd as it is cruel and oppreffive. And hcre^ 
iftr. Speaker, you have a clear exemplification of 
the ufe ,of thofe falfe napne^ and falfe colours^ 
which the gentlemen wlio have lately taken pof- 
^effion of |[ndia chopfe tQ lay on for the purpofe 
pf difguifing their plan of oppreflion. The nabob 
pf Arcot, and rajah of Tanjore, have, in truth 
and fubftaijce^ no mof e than a merely civil autho- 
rity, held in the moft entire dependence on the 
company. The nabob, \yithout military, without 
federal capacity, is extinguiflied as a potentate j 
but then he is carefully kept alive as an indepen- 
dent and fovereign powert, for the purpofe of ra- 
pine and extortion J ' for the purpofe of perpetuat- 
ing' the old intrigues, animofities, ufuries, and 
corruptions^ 

It was not enough that this mockery pf tribute 

U 3 was 
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was %o be continued without the correfponden^ 
prpteclion, or any pf the ftipulated equivalents, 
fpnt ten years of arr^aif, to the, amount of 400,000/, 
fterling, is adc^ed to aU the debts to the company, 
and to individvialsj in order to 9reate a new debt, 
to be pai4 (if ,at all poffible to be paid in wholq 
or in part) only by new .ufurjes j and all this for, 
the nabob of Arcot, or rather for Mr. Benfield, 
and the corps of the nabob's creditors and their ' 
foucars. Thus thefe ^iferable Indian princes .are 
continued in their feats, for no other purpofe than 
to render them in the firft inftance objects of every 
fpecies of extortion ; and in the fecond, to force 
them to become, for 'the f^^ke of a momentary 
fliadow of reduced authointy, a fort of fubordi- 
nate tyrants, the ruin and calamity, not the fa-r 
thers and cheriflier^ of their pepple. 

But take this tribute only as a mere charge 
(without title, caufe, or equivalent) on this people j 
what one ftep has been taken to furnifh grounds 
for a juft calculation and eftimate of the propqr-r 
tion of the burthen and the ability ? None; not 
an a4:tQmpt at it. They do not adapt the burthen 
to the ftrength ;, but they eftimate the ftrength of 
the bearers by^ the burthen they impofe. .Thei^ 
what care is taken ta leave a fundfufficient to the 
future ireproduction of the revenues that are to 
bear all thefe loads ? Every one, but tolerably 
converfant in Indian affairs, muft know that the 

exiftence 
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cxiftence of this little kingdom depends on its 
control over the river Cavery. The benefits of 
lieaven to any community, ought never to be com 
necled with political arrangements, or made to 
depend on the perfonal condud:* of princes; in 
which the miftake, or errour, or negle^, or dif- 
trefs, or paflion of a moment on either fide, may 
bring famine on millions, and ruin an innocent 
nation perhaps for ages^ The means of the fub- 
fiftcnce of itnankind Ihoiild be as immutable as the 
Iaws of nature, let power and dominion take what 
courfe they may. — Obferve what has been done 
with regard to this important concern. The ufe 
of this river is indeed at length giyen to the rajah, 
an4 a power provided for its enjoyment at his own 
cJjargCy but the means of furnifhing that charge 
(and a mighty one it is) are wholly cut offi This 
ufe of the water, which ought to have no more 
conne:»:ion than clouds and rains, and fiinfliine, 
with the politicks of the rajah, the nabob, or th^ 
comp^py, is exprefsly contrived as a mean^ of en-*^ 
forcing demands and arrears of tribute. ^ This hor- 
rid and unnatural inftrument of extortion had* 
been a diftinguiftiing feature in the enormities of 
the Carnatick politicks that loudly called for refori.t 
mcition. But the fpod of a whole people is by the* 
reformers of India conditioned on payments from 
its prince, at a moment that he is byerpower^d' 
with a fwarm of their demands, without regard 

U 4 to 
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to the ability of either prince or people* In fine, 
by opening an avenue to the irruption of the na- 
bob of Arcot's creditors and foucars, whom every 
man who did not fall in love with oppreifion-and 
corruption on an experience of the calamities they 
produced, would have raifcd wall before wall, 
and mound before mound, to keep from a poilibi- 
lity of entrance, a more deftruftive enemy than 
Hyder Ali is introduced into that kingdom. By 
this part of their arrangement in which tliey efta- 
blifh a debt to the nabob of Arcot, in effe^ and 
fubftance, they deliver over Tanjore, bound hand 
and foot, to Paul Benfield, the old betrayer, -in- 
fulter, oppreffor, and fcourge of a country, which 
lias for years been an object of an unremitted, but 
unhappily an unequal liruggle, between the boun- 
ties of Providence to renbvate, and the wicked- 
nefs of mankind to deftroy. 

The right honourable gentleman* talks of his 
fjurnefs in determining the territorial difpute be- 
tween the nabob of Arcot and the prince o^ that 
country, when he fuperfeded the determination of 
the directors, in whom the law had vetted the de- 
cifion of that controverfy. He is in this juft as 
feeble as he is in every other part. But it is not'' 
, neceffary to fay a word in refutation of any part 
of his argument. The mode of the proceeding 
fiifficiently fpeaks the fpirit of it. It is enough to 

* Mr. Dundas. 
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fix his charader as a judge that he never beard the 
dire^lors in defence of their adjudication^ nor either cf ^ 
the parties infupport of their refpeSive claims. It is 
fufficieiit for me, that he takes from the rajah of 
Tanjore by this pretended adjudication, or rather 
from his unhappy fubjeds, 40,000/, a year of hb 
and their revenue, and leaves upon his and their 
ihoulders all the diarg^ that can be made on the- 
part of the nabobs on the pah of his creditors, and 
on the part of the company, without fo much as 
hearing him af' to right or to ability, fiut what 
principally induces me to leave the affair of the ter^ 
ritorial difpute between the nabob and the rajah 
to another day, is this, that both the parties being 
ftripped of their all, it little fignifies under which 
of their names the unhappy undone people are de- 
livered over to the mercilefs foucars, the allies oif 
that right honourable gentleman, and the chan* 
cellor of the exchequer. In them ends the ac* 
count of this long difpute of the nabob of Arcot, 
and the rajah of Tanjore. - ^ 

The right honourable gentleman is of opinion, 
that his judgment in this cafe can be cenfured by 
none, but thofe who feem to aft as if they were 
paid agents to one of the parties. What does he 
think of his court of direftors? If they are paid 
by either of the parties, by which of them does he 
think they are paid : He knows that their deci- 
iion has been directly contrary to his. Shall I be- 
lieve 
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Kevc that it does not enter into his heart to con^ 
q^iye, that any perfon can ftcadily and aftively 
iritercft himfdf in the protection of the injured 
and opprefled, without being well paid for his fer^ 
idee? I have taken notice of this fort of difcourfe 
fome days ago^^o far as it may be fuppofed to 
relate to me. I then contented myfdf, as I ihall 
now do, with giving it a cold, though a very di? 
vcci gontradidlion. Thus much 1 do from refped 
to truth. If I did more, it might be fuppofed, by 
my anxiety to clear myfelf, that X had imbibed 
»hc' ideas, which, for obvious reafdns, the right 
lionaurable gentleman wiflies to have received 
Concerning all attempts to plead the caufe of the 
natives of India, as if it w^re a difreputable'em- 
ptoyment. If he had not forgot in his prefent oc- 
<?tipation, every principle which ought to have 
gttided him, and I hopq did guide him, in his 
feitc profeffion, he would have known, that he 
who takes a fee for pleading the caufe of diftrefe . 
againft power, and manfully performs the duty 
he has'aflfemed, receives an honourable recom- 
pence for a*Viftuous fervice. But if the right ho- 
nourable gentlemen will have no regard to faft in 
his infinuations, or to reafon in his opinions, h 
wifti him at leaft to confider, that if taking an 
earneft part with regard to the.oppreflk)ns cxer- 
cifed in India, aftd with regard to this' moft op- 
preflive cafe of Tanjore in particular^ can ground a# 

pre- 
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prefumption of interefted motives, he is' himf^lf 
the moft mercena]L:y man J know. His conduct 
indeed is fuch that he is on all pccafipns the ftandr 
ing teftimojiy agaii^ft himfcjf. He it was that 
firli. called \o that cafe the attention of the hpufe; 
the reports o£ hig own cominittee are ample an4 
affecting upon that fubjeft;* and as maijy of us a$ 
have escaped his maflacre, muft remember the very 
pathetick picture he made pf the fufferings of the 
Tanjore country, on the day^ wh^n he mpVed the 
unwieldy code of his Indian j;efolution^» Has he 
not ftated over and over agairi ip his report?, the 
yi treatment pf the rajah of Tanjore, (a branch q£ 
the royal houfe of the Marattas, ^very injury tQ 
whom the Marattas felt as offered to themfelves) 
as a main caufe of the alienation of that people 
from the Britifh power? And does he now think, 
that to betray his principles, to contradict his de- 
clarations, and to become himfelf an active inftru- 
ment in thofe oppreflions which he had fo tragic 
cally lamented, is the way to clear himfelf of hav- 
ing been acftuated by a pecuniary iatereft, at the 
time when he chofe to appear full of tendernefs to 
that ruined nation? . 

The right honourable gentleman is fpnd of pa- 
rading on the motives of others, and on his own. 



* See Report IV". Committee of Secrecy, p. 73 > and 74; and 
Appendix in fuadry places. 
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M to himfelf, he defpifes the imputations of thofc 
who fuppofe that any thing corrupt could influ- 
«iice him in this his unexampled liberality of the 
publick treafure. I do not know that I am oblige4 
to fpeak to the motives of miniftry, in the ar- 
rangements they have made of the pretended debts 
of Arcot and Tanjore, If I prove fraud and col- 
)u(ion with regard to publick money on thofe right 
honourable gentlemen, I am not obliged to afiign 
their motives; becaufe no good motives can be 
pleaded in favour of their qonduft. Upon that 
cafe I ftand; we are at iffue; and I defire to go to 
trial. This, I am fure, is piot loofe railing, of . 
mean infinuation, according to their low and de* 
generate faihion, when they make attacks on the 
meafures of their adverfaries. It is a regular ancj 
juridical courfc; and, unlels I choofe it,^ nothing 
can compel me to go further. 

But fince thefe unhappy gentlemen have dared 
to hold a lofty tone about their motives, and af^" 
feci to defpife lofpicioii, inftead of being careful 
not to give caufe for it, I fliall beg leave to lay be- ^ 
fore you fome general obfervations on what, \ con- 
ceive, was iheir duty in fo delicate a bufind^. 

If I were worthy to fuggeft any line of pru- 
dence to that right honourable gentleman,'! would 
tell him, that the way to avoid fufpicion in the 
fettlement of pecuniary tranfaftions, in which • 
great frauds have been very ftrongly prefumed, 

is, . 



\ 



NA9GB Of argot's DEBtf. 3^^ 

fe, to attend to thefe few plain principles : — ^Firft, 
to heat' all parties equally, and not the managers 
for the fufpecled claimants Only. — Not to proceed 
in the dark ; but to aA with as much publicity as 
poflible. — Not to precipitate decifion—^To be reli* 
gious in following the rules prefcribed in the com- 
tniflion under which we aft. And, laftly, and 
above all, not to be fond of ftraining conftruc- 
tions, to force a jurifdiftion, and to draw to our- 
felves the management of a truft in its nature in- 
vidious and obnoxious to fuipicion, where the 
plaineft letter of the law does not compel ' it. If 
thefe few plain rules are obferved, no corruption 
ought to be fufpefted; if any of them are vio- 
lated, fufpicion will attach in proportion. If ali 
of them are violated, a corrupt motive of fome 
kind or other will not only be fufpecled, but muii^ 
be violently prefumed. 

The perfons in whofe favour all thefe rules have- 
been violated, and the conduct of minifters to- 
wards them, will naturally call for your confidera- 
tion, and will ferve to lead you through a fer^es 
and combination of fafts and charadlers, if I do 
not miftake, into the very inmoft rccefles of this 
myfterious bufinefs. You will then be in ppiTdf- 
fion of all the materials on which the principles &£ 
found jurifpmdence will found, or will rejeft the 
prefumption of corrupt motives j ©r if fuch mo-^ 
fives are indicated, tvill point out* to yoa of wBat 
paFliGukr Aature the c(»:ruption h^ 
^ ' Our 
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Our wonderful minifter, as you all knov, fbriiiA^ 
cd a new plan,, a plan injigne recens indicium ore alio^ 
a plan for fupporting the freedom of our conftitu,- 
tion by courtuntrigucs, and for removing its cori 
ruptions by Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bold paradoxical defign into execution^ fufficient 
funds and apt inftruments becanie neceffary. You 
arc perfectly fenfible that a parliamentary reform 
occupies his thoughts day and night, as an eifen- 
tial member in this extraordinary project. In his 
anxious refearches upon this fubjectj natural in- - 
ftincl, as well as found policy, would dired: his 
eyes, and fettle his choice on Paul Benfidd. Paul 
, Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer, the . 
reformer to whom the whole choir of reformers 
bow, and to whom even the right honourable 
gentleman himfelf muft yield the palm: For what, 
region in the empire, what city, what .borough^ 
what county, what tribunal, in this kingdom, is 
not full of his labours ? Others have been only 
fpeculators ; he is ^he grand pradical reformer j . 
and whilft the chancellor of the exchequer pledges 
in vain the man and the minifter, to increafe the 
provincial members, Mr. Benfield has aufpicioully 
and practically begun it. Leaving far behind him 
even lord Camelford's generous defign of beftow- 
ing Old Sarum on the bank of England, Mr. Ben- 
field has thrown in the borough of Cricklade to 
reinforce the ccnlhty reprefentation* Not content ■ 
with this, in order to fiation a fieady phalanx iot 
. . • all 
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all future reforms, this publickrfpirited ufurer, 
amidft I^is charitable toils for the relief <!)f India, 
did net forget the poor rotten conftitution of his 
. Dative country. For her, he( did not difdain to 
ftoop to the trade of a wholefale upholfterer for 
this houfe, to furnilh it, not with the faded tape- 
ftry figures of antiquated merit, fuch as decorate, 
and may reproach fome other houfes, but with 
real, folid, living patterns of true modern virtue, 
l^aul Benfield made (r^ckonmg himfelf) no fewer 
tiaan eight membefs in the laft parliament. What 
copious ftteams of pure blood muft he not have 
tratisfufed into the veins of the prefent! 

But what is even more ftriking than the real 
fcrvices of this new-imported patriot, is his mo- 
defty. As foon as he had conferred this benefit 
on the conftitution, he withdrew himfelf from 
our applaufe. He conceived that the duties of a 
member of parliament (which with the elect faith- 
ful, the true believers, the IJlam of parliamentary 
reform, are of little or no merit, perhaps not 
much better than fpecious fins) might be as well 
attended to in India as in England, and the means 
of reformation to parliament itfelf, be far better 
provided. Mr. Benfield was therefore no foonet 
clefted, than he fet off for Madras, and defrauded 
the longing eyes of parliament. We have nevei* 
enjoyed in this houfe the luxury of beholding that 
minion. of;th^ hum^n race, and . contemphtiiig 

that 
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that vifage, which has fo Idng refleded tne haj^ 
pinds of nations* 

It was therefore not poflible for the mihifter id 
confult \ perfonally with this great man. Whal . 
then was he to do ? Through a fagacity that never 
£uled him in thefe purfuits, he found out in Mn 
Benfield's reprefentative, his exact refemblance* 
A fpecifick attraftion by which he gravitates to- 
wards all fuch charafters, foon brought our minifc 
ter into a clofe connection with Mr. Benfidd's 
agent and attorney; that is, with the grand con* 
tractor (whom 1 name to honour) Mr* Richard 
Atkinibn ; a name that will be well remembered 
as long as the records of this houfe, as long as the 
records of the Britifh treafury, as long as the mo- . 
numental debt of England^ (hall endure* 

This gentleman. Sir, acts as attorney for Mn 
Paul Benfield. Every one who hears me, is well 
acquainted with the facred friendfhip, and the ' 
fteady mutual attachiyictit that fubiifts between • 
him and the prefent minifler. As many mem^ " 
bdrs as chofe to attend in the firft feffion of this 
parliament, can befl: tell their own feelings at the 
fcenes which were then afted. How much that 
honourable gentleman was confulted in the origi* 
nal frame and fabtick of the bill, commonly called 
Jlr. Pitt's India bill, is matter only of conjecture^ 

• 

though by no means difficult to divine. But the 
publick was. an indign^ant witnefs of the oftenta* 

tion 
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tion with which the meafure was made his own, 
and the authority with which he brought up 
claufe after claufe, to fluff and fatten the ranknefs 
of that corrupt id:. As faft as the claufes were 
brought up to the table they were accepted. No 
hefitation ; no difcuffion. They were received by 
the new minifter, not with approbation, but with 
implicit fubmiffion. The reformation may be ef- 
timated by feeing who was the reformer. Paul 
Benfield's afibciate and agent was held up to the 
world as legiflator of Indoftan. But it was necef- 
fary to authenticate the coalition between the men 
of intrigue in India, and the minifter of intrigue 
in England, by a ftudied difplay of the power of 
this their connefting link. Every truft, every 
honour, every diftinftion, was to be heaped upon 
him. He was at once made a direftor of the India 
company; made an alderman of London; and to 
be made, if miniftry could prevail (and I am forry 
to fay how near, how very near they were pre- 
vailing), reprefentative of the capital of this king- 
dom. But to fecure his fervices againft all rifk, 
he was brought in for a minifterial borough. On 
his part, he was not wanting in zeal for the com- 
mon caufe. His advertifements fhew his motives, 
and the merits upon which he ftood. For your 
minifter, this worn-out veteran fubmitted to enter 
into thedufty field of the London conteft; and 
you all remember, that in the fame virtuous caufe 
Vol. IV, X he 
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he fubmittcd to keep a fort of publick office or 
counting-houfe, where the whole bufinefs of the 
lafl general eleftion was managed. It was openly 
.managed by the dire<5l agent and attorney of Ben- 
field. It was managed upon India principles, 
and for an Indian intereft. This was the golden 
.cup of abominations; this the chalice of the for- 
nications of rapine, ufury, and oppreffion, which 
was lield out by the gorgeous eaftern harlot; which 
io many of the people, fo many of the nobles of 
this land had drained to the very dregs. Do 
you tliink that no reckoning was to follow this 
lewd debauch? that no payment was to be de- 
manded for this riot of publick drunkenneis and ' ' 
national proftitution? Here! you have it here be- 
fore you. The principal of the grand eleftion 
manager muft be indemnified; accordingly the 
claims of Benfield and his crew muft be put above - 
all inquiry. 

For feveral years, Benfield appeared as the chief 
proprietor, as well as the chief agent, direftor, . 
and controller, of this fyftem of debt. The worthy \ 
chairman of the company has ftated the clsums of 
this fingle gentleman on the nabob of Arcot, as . 
amounting to five hundred thoufand pound,* 
Poflibly at the time of the ch^rman's ftate they •' 
might have been as high. Eight hundred thou- . 
fand pound had been mentioned fome time be- 

♦ Mr. Smith's proicft. 

fore; 
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fore;* and according to the praftic^ of Av 
tiames of creditors in thefe tranfaftions, a'j^ 
ducing or raifing the debt itfclf at pleafure^ 
think it not impoffible, that at one period, the / 

name of Benfield might have flood before thofe / 

frightful figures. But my beft information goes . 

to fix his fhare no higher than four hundred . 

thoufand pounds. By the fcheme <Jf the prefent 
miniftry for adding to the principal twelve per 
tent, from the year 1777 to the year 1781^ 
four hundred thoufand pounds, that fmalleft of 
the films ever mentioned for Mr. Benfield, will 
form a capital of 592,000/. at fix per cent. Thus, 
befides the arrears of three years, amounting to 
106,500/. (which, as faft as received, may be le- 
gally lent out at twelve per cent.) Benfield has 
received by the minifterial grant before you, an 
(annuity of 35,520/. a year, charged on the puUick 
revenues. 

Our mirror of minifters of finance, did not 
think this enough for the fervices of fuch a friend 
as Benfield. He found that lord Macartney, in 
order to frighten the court of direftors from the 
projeft of obliging the nabob to give foucar fe* 
curity for his debt, affured them, that if they 
ihould take that ftcp, Benfield t would infallibly 
be the foucar ; and would thereby become the 

* Madras correfpondence on this fubjed:, 
t Appendix, Nq. 6. 
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he fubmittrfer of the Camatick^ What lord Macat- 
countinfljiJught fufficient to deter the very agents and 
laft 8J!akers with Benfield in his iniquities, was the 
tniaiaucement to the two right honour abk gentk- 
men to order this very foucar fecurity to be given, 
and to recal Benfidd to the city of Madras, from 
the fort of decent exile, into which he had been 
relegated by lord Macartney. You nauft there-' 
fore confider Benfield, as foucar fecurity for 
480,000/. a year, \yhich at twenty-four per cent* 
(fuppofing him contented with that profit) will, 
with the interefi: of his old debt, produce an an^ 
nual income of 149,520/. a year. 

Here is a fpecimen of the new and pure arifto^ 
cracy created by the right honourable gentleman,*!' 
as the fupport of the crown and conftituticmy 
againfl the old, corrupt, refradory,r natural kite* 
reftsof this kingdom; and this is the grand coun^i^ 
terpcnfe againft all odious coalitions of ^hefe inte^ 
refts. A fingle Benfield outweighs them all; a 
criminal, who long fince ought ta have fattened 
the region kites with his offal, is, by his majefty's^ 
minifterg, enthroned in the government of a gr^eaC 
kingdom, and enfeoffed with an efette, which irf 
the comparifon effaces tlie fplendour of all the no- 
bility of Europe. To bring a little more diftihSly 
into view the true fecret of this dark ttan&dicmy' 

* Riglit honourable WiIliaraFitt# 
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I beg you particularly to advert to the circum- 
fiances which I am going to place before you. 

The general corps of creditors, as well as Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, not looking well into futurity, 
nor prefaging the minifter of this day, thought it 
not expedient for their common intereft, that fuch 
a name as his fliould (land at the head of their lift. 
It was therefore agreed amongft them, that Mr. 
Benfield fhould difappear by making over his debt 
to Mef&s. Taylor, Majendie, and Call, and fliould 
in return be fecured by their bond. 

The debt thus exonerated of fo great a weight 
of its odium, and otherwife reduced from its 
alarming bulk, the agents thought they might 
venture to print a Kft of the creditors. This was 
done for the firft time in the year 1783, during 
the duke of Portland's adminiftration. In this 
lift the name of Benfield was not to be feen. To 
this ftrong negative teftimony was added the 
further teftimony of the nabob of Arcot. That 
prince * (or rather Mr, Benfield for him) writes 
to the court of diredlors a letter t full of com- 
plaints and accufations againft lord Macartney, 

♦ Appendix, No, lo* 

t Dated 13th 0<5lobcr. For further illuftration of the ftyle 
in which thefe letters were written, and the principles on which 
they proceed, fee letters from the nabob to the court of direc- 
tors, dated Auguft i6th, and September 7th, 1783, delivered by 
Mr. James Macpherfon, minifter to the nabob, January X4th, 
i;94* Appendix^ No. lo. 
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conveyed in fuch terms as were natural for one of 
Mr. Benfidd's habits and education to jemploy. 
Amongft the reft he is made to complain of his 
lordihip's endeavouring to prevent an intercourie 
of politenefs and fentiment betM^een him and Mr. 
Benfield; and to aggravate the affront, he cx- 
prefsly declares Mr. Benfield's yifits to be only 
on account of refped and of gratitude, as no pe- 
cuniary tranfadion fubiifted between the^)• 

Such, for a confiderable fpace of time, was the 
outward form of the loan of 1777, in which Mr. 
Benfield had no fort of concern. At length in- 
telligence arrived at Madras, that this debt, which 
had always been renounced by the court of direc- 
tors, was rather like to become the fubjeft of fome- 
thing more like a criminal inquiry, than of any 
patronage or fanclion from parliament. .Every Ihip 
brought accounts, one ftronger than the other, 
of the prevalence of the determined enemies of 
the Indian fyftem. The publick revenue^ became 
an objeft defperate to the hppes of Mr. Benfield ; 
he therefore refolved to fall upon his afTociates, 
and, in violation of that faith which fubfifts among 
thofe who have abandoned all other, commences 
a fuit in the mayor's court againft Taylor, Majen- 
die, and Call, for the bond given to him, when 
he agreed to difappear for his own benefit as well as 
that of the common concern. The affignees of his 
debt^ who litde expeded the fpringing of this mine, 

even 
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even from fuch an engineer as Mr, Benficld, after" 
recovering their firft alarm, thought it beft to take- 
ground on the real ftate of the tranfaftion. They 
divulged the whole myftery, and were prepared 
to plead that they had never received from Mr. 
Benfield any other confideration for the bond; 
than a transfer, in truft for himfelf, of his demand 
on the nabob of Arcot. An univerfal indignation 
arofe againft the perfidy of Mr. Benfield*s proceed-- 
ing: the event of the fuit.was looked upon as fo 
certain, that Benfield was compelled to retreat as 
precipitately as he had advanced boldly; he gave 
up his bond, and was reinftated in his original 
demand, to wait the fortune of other claimants. 
At that time, and at Madras, this hope was dull 
indeed; but at home another fcene was preparing. 
It was long before any publick account of this 
difcovery at Madras had arrived in England, that 
the prefent miniifter and his board of control, 
thought fit to determine on the debt of 1777. 
The recorded proceedings at this time knew no- 
thing of any debt to Benfield. There was his 
own teftimony; there was the teftimony of the 
Hft; there was the teftimony of the nabob of Ar- 
cot againft it. Yet fuch was the minifters* feeling 
of the true fecret of this tranfaftion, that they 
thought proper, in the teeth of all thefe teftimo* 
nies, to give him licence to return to Madras. 
Here the minifters were under fome embarraff- 

X 4 mcnt. 
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ment. Confounded between their refolution of 
rewarding the good fervices of Benfield's friends 
and afibciates in England, and the ihame of fend- 
ing that notorious incendiary to the court of the 
nabob of Arcot, to renew his intrigues againft the 
Britilh government, alt the time they authorize 
his return, they forbid him under the fevereft 
penalties, from any converfation with the nabob 
or his minifters; that is, they forbid his commu- 
nication with the very perfon on account of his 
dealings with whom they permit his return to 
that city. To overtop this contradidion, there 
is not a word reftraining him from the freeft in- 
tercourfe with the nabob's fecond fon, the real 
author of all that is done in the nabob's name; 
who, in conjunftion with this very Benfield, has 
acquired an abfolute dominion over that unhappy 
man, is able to perfuade him to put his fignature 
to whatever paper tiiey pleafe, and often without 
any communication of the contents. This ma- 
nagement was detailed to them at full length by 
lord Macartney, and they cannot pretend igno- 
rance of it.* 

I believe, after this expofure of fefts, no man 
can entertain a doubt of the coUufion of minifters 
with the corrupt interefl of the delinquents in In- 
dia. Whenever thofe in authority provide for the 
intereftof any perfon, on the real but concealed 

• Appendix, No. 6. 
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4hte of his affairs, without regard to his avowed, 
publick, and oftenfible pretences, it muft be pre- 
fumed that they are in confederacy with him, be- 
caufe they aft for him on the fame fraudulent 
principles on which he a<9s for himfelt It is plain, 
that the minifters were fully apprifed of Benfield^s 
real fituation, which he had ufed means to con» 
ceal, whilft concealment anfwered his purpofes* 
They were, or the perfon on whom they relied 
•was, of the cabinet council of Benfidd, in the very 
depth of all his myfteries. An honed; magiftrate 
compels men to abide by one ftory. An equi- 
table judge would not hear of the claim of a man 
who had himfelf thought proper to renounce it. 
With fuch a judge his fhuffling and prevarication 
would have damned his claims; fuch a judge 
never would have known, but in order to animad« 
vert upon proceedings of that character. 

I have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I 
think with fufficient dearneis, the conneftion of 
the minifters with Mr. Atkinfon at the general 
eleftion ; I have laid ppen to you the conneftion 
of Atkinfon with Benfield ; I have ftiewn Benfield's 
employment of his wealth, in creating a parlia- 
mentary intereft, to procure a minifterial protec- 
tion ; I have fet * before your eyes his ^large con- 
cern in the debt, his practices to hide that con- 
cern from the publick eye, and the liberal protec- 
tion which he has received from the miniftcr. If 

thii 
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this chain of circumftances does not lead you nec^ 
farily to conclude that the minifter has paid to the 
avarice of Benfield the fervices done by Benfield's 
connexions to his ambition, I do not know any 
thing Ihort of the confeffion of the party that can 
perfuade you of his guilt. Clandeftine and collu- 
five praftice can only be traced by combination 
and comparifon of circumftances. To rejeft fuch 
combination and comparifon is to rejeft the only 
means of detefting fraud ; it is indeed to give it 
a patent and free licence to cheat with impunity. 

I confine myfelf to the connection of minifters, 
mediately or immediately, with only two perfons 
concerned in this debt. How many others, who 
fupport their power and greatnefs within and with- 
out doors, are concerned originally, or by tranf- 
fers of thefe debts, muft be left lo general opi- 
nion. . I refer to the reports of the feleft com- 
mittee for the proceedings of fome of the agents 
iji thefe afiairs, and their attempts, at leaft, to fur- 
nifli minifters with the means of buying general 
courts, and even whole parliaments, in the grofs*. 

I know that the minifters will think it little lefs 
than acquittal, that they are not charged with 
having taken to themfelves fome part of the mo- 
ney of which they have made fo liberal a donation 
to their partifans, though the charge may be in- 
difputably fixed upon the corruption of their po- 

* Second Report of Seledl (General Smith's) Committee. 
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liticks. For my part, I f9llow their crimes to 
that point to which legal prefumptions and natu* 
ral indications lead me, without confidering what 
'fpecies of evil motive tends moft to aggravate or 
to extenuate the guilt of their condud. But if I 
am to fpeak my private fentiments, I think that 
in a thoufand cafes for one it would be far leis mi£- 
chievous to the publick, and full as little diflio-^ 
Tiourable to themfelves to be polluted with dired; 
.bribery, than thus to become a ftanding auxiliary 
to the oppreflion, ufury, and peculation of multi- 
tudes, in order to obtain a corrupt fupport to 
their power. It is by bribing, not fo often by 
being bribed, that wicked politicians bring ruin 
on mankind. Avarice is a rival to the purfuits 
of many. It finds a muhitude of checks^ and 
many oppofers, in every walk of life. But the 
objeds of ambition are for the few; and rivery 
perfon who aims at indireft profit, and therefore 
wants other protection than innocence and law, 
inftead of its rival becomes its inftrument. There 
is a natural allegiance apd fealty due to this domi- 
neering paramount evil, from all the vaffal vices^ 
which acknowledge its fuperiority, and readily 
militate under its banners : and it is under that 
difcipline alone that avarice is able to fpread to 
any confiderable extent, or to render itfelf a gene- 
ral publick mifchief. It is therefore no apology for 
minifters, that they have not been bought by the 

Eaft 
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Eaft India delinquents, but that they have only 
formed an alliance with them for fcreening each 
other from juftice, according to the exigence of 
their fcveral neceflities. That they have done fa 
IS evident; and the junftion of the power of office 
in England, with the abufe of authority in the 
eaft, has not only prevented even the appearance 
of redrefi to the grievances of India, but I wifli it 
may not be found to have dulled, if not cxtin^ 
guifhed, the honour, the candour, the generofity, 
the good nature, which ufed formerly to charac- 
terize the people of England. I confefs, I wifh that 
fome more feeling than I have yet obferved far 
the fu&rings of our fellow-creatures and fellowv 
fubjecb in that opprefled part of the world, had 
manifefteditfelf in any onequarter of thekingdom« 
or in any one large defcription of men. 

That thefe oppreffions exift, is a fad no more 
denied, than it is refented as it ought to be. 
Much evil has been done in India under the Britifh 
authority. What has been done to redrefe j^? 
We are no longer furprifed at any thing. We 
are above the unlearned and vulgar paffion of ad- 
miration. But it will aftonifti pofterity, when they 
read our opinions in o\ir actions^ that after years 
cfinquirywc have found out that the fole grie- 
vance of India confifted in this, that the fervants 
of the company there had not profited enough of 
their opportunities, nor drained it fufficiently of 



NABOB OF ARCOt^S DEBTS. ^17 * 

ks treafures ; whcin they fliall hear that the very 
firft and only important aft of a commiffion fpe- 
cially named by a<9: of parBatrient, is to charge 
upoii an undone country, in favour of a handful 
of men in the humbleft railiks of the pubKck fer- 
Vice, the enormous fum of perhaps four miUionsi 
of fterling money. 

It is difficult for the tnoft wife and upright go- 
vernment to correft the abufes of remote delegated 
power, productive of unmeafured wealth, andpra- 
tedted by the boldnefs and flrength of the fame 
ili-gol riches. Thefe abufes, fiill of their own wikJ 
native vigour, will grow and flouriih under mere 
neglect. But where the fupretne authority, not 
content with winking at the rapacity of its infe* 
riour inftruments, is fo fhamelefs and corrupt as' 
openly to give bounties and premiums for difobe- 
dience to its laws ; when it will not truil to the 
activity of avarice in the purfuit of its own gains p 
vrhen it fecures publick robbery by all (he careful 
jealoufy and attention with which it ought to' pro-^ 
f eft property from fuch violence ; the common- 
wealth then is become totally perverted from its' 
purpofes; neither God nor man will long endure 
It J nor will it long endufe itfelf. In that cafe, 
there is an unnatural^ infeftion, a peftilential taint 
fermenting in the conftitutioh of fociety, which 
fe\^er and convulfions of fome kind or other muft 
Ihrow off J or in which the vital powers, worfted 

in' 
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ii> an unequal ftruggle^ are pu£hed back upon 
themfelves, and by a revef fal of their whole func- 
tions, fcfter to gangrene, to death ; and inftead of 
what was but juft now the delight and boaft of 
the creation, there will be caft out in the fcice of 
the fun, a bloated, putrid, noifome carcafs, fiill of 
ftench and poifon, an offence, a horrour, aleflbn 
to the world. 

In my opinion, we ought not to wait for the 
fruitlefs inftru6lion of calamity to inquire into the 
abufes which bring upon us ruin in the worft of 
its forms, in the lofs of our fame and virtue. But 
the right honourable gentleman* fays, in anfwer 
to all the powerful arguments of my honourable 
friend — " that this inquiry is of a delicate nature, 
^ and that the ftate will fuffer detriment by the 
" expofure of this tranfaftion.*' But it is expofed; 
it is perfeftly known in every member, in every 
particle, and in every way, except that which may 
lead to a remedy. He knows that the papers of 
eorrefpondence are printed, and that they are in 
every hand. 

He and delicacy are a rare and a lingular coali- 
tion. He thinks that to divulge our Indian poli- 
ticks, may be highly dangerous. He! the mover! 
the chairman! the reporter of the committee of 
fecrecy ! he that brought forth in the utmoft de- 
tail, in feveral vaft, printed folios, the moft recon- 

* Mr. Dundas. 
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dite parts of the politicks, the military, the re- 
venues of the Britifli empire in India! With fix 
great chopping baftardsj^*^ each as lufty as an in- 
fant Hercules, this delicate creature blufhes at the 
fight of his new bridegroom, affumes a virgin de- 
licacy; or, to ufe a more fit, as well as a more 
poetick comparifon, the perfon fo fqueamifli, fo 
timid, fo trembling left the winds of heaven fiiould 
vifit too roughly, is expanded to broad funfliine, 
expofed like the fow of imperial augury, lying in 
the mud with all the prodigies of her fertility 
about her, as evidence of her delicate amours — 
Triginta capitum fostus enixa jacebat^ alhafolo recu^ 
bans albi circum ubera natL 

Whilft difcovery of the mifgovernment of others 
led to his own power, it was wife to inquiry ; it 
was fafe to publifh : there was then no delicacy j 
there was then no danger. But when his objeft 
is obtained, and in his imitation he has outdone the 
crimes that he had reprobated in volumes of re- 
ports, and in flieets of bills of pains and penalties; 
then concealment becomes prudence; and it con* 
cerns the fafety of the ftate, that we fliould not 
kpow, in a mode of parliamentary cognizance, 
what all the world kno\»/s but too well, that is, in 
wha;t manner he choofes to difpofe of the publick 
revenues to the creatures of his politicks. 

* Six Reports of the Committee of Secrecy. 
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Thd debate has been long, and as much fo on 
my part, at leaft, as on the part of thofe who have 
i^oken before mci But long as it is^ the more ma^ 
terial half of the fubjed has hardly been touched 
ton ; that is, the corrupt and deftrudive fyftem to 
which this debt has been rendered fubfervient, and 
which feems to be purfued with at leaft as much 
vigour and regularity as tvcVi If I confidered 
your eafe or my own^ rather than the weight and 
importance of this queftion, I ought to make fome 
apology to yoU, [ierhaps foiiie apology to myfelf, 
for having detained your attention fo Ibng. I 
know on what ground I tread. This fubjed, at 
bne time taken up with fo much fervour and zeal^ 
is no longer a favourite in this houfe. The houfe 
itfelf has undergone a great and fignal revolutioh* 
To fdme the fubjeft is ftrange and uncouth j to fe* 
Veral harih and diftafteful j to the reliques of the 
laft parliament it is a matter of fear and apprehen^ 
uon. It is natural for thofe who have feen their 
iFriends fink in the tornado which raged during 
the late Ihift of the nionfoon, and have hardly et 
caped on the planks of the general wreck, it is but 
too natural for them, as foon as they make the 
rocks and quickfands of their former difafters, to 
put about their new-built barks, and, as much as 
poffible, to keep aloof from this perilous lee fliore. 

But let us do what we pleafe to put India from 
our thoughts, we can do nothing to feparate it 

from 
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from our publick intereft and our national repu- 
tation. Our attempts to baniflx this importunate 
duty, will only make it return upon us again and 
again, and every time in a fliape more unpleafant 
than the former. A government has been fabric 
cated for that great province; the right honour- 
able gentleman fays, that therefore you ought not 
to examine into its conduct. Heavens ! what an 
argument is this! We are not to examine into the 
conduct of the direftion, becaufe it is an old go-, 
vernment: we are not to examine into this board 
of control, becaufe it is a new one. Then we are 
only to examine into the conduct of thofe who 
have nb conduft to account for. Unfortunately 
the bafis of this new government has been laid on 
old condemned delinquents, and its fuperftrufture 
is raifed out of profecutors turned into protectors. 
The event has been fuch as might be expected. 
But if it had been otherwife conftituted; had it 
been conftituted even as I wifhed, and as the mover 
of this queftion had planned, the better part of the 
prppofed eftablifliment was in the publicity of its 
proceedings; in its perpetual refponlibility to par^ 
liament. Without this check, w^hat is our govern- 
ment at home, even awed, as every European go- 
vernment is, by an audience formed of the other 
Hates of Europe, by the applaufe or condemnation 
of the difcerning and critical company before 
^vhich it acts? But if the fcene on the other fide of 
Vol. IV, Y ' the 
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the globe, which tempts, invites, alltiofi; compels 
to tyranny and rapine, be not infpefted with the 
eye of a fevete and unremitting vigilance, fliame 
and deftru6Hon muft enfue. For qne, the worft 
event of this day, though it may deject, fliall not 
break or fubdue me.^ The call upon us is authori- 
tative* Let who will flirink back, I fliall be found 
at my poft. Baffled, difcountenanced, fubdued^ 
difcredited, as the caufe of juftice and humanity is^ 
it will be only the dearer to me. Whoever there- 
fore fliall at any time bring before you any thing 
towards the relief of our diftrefled fellow-citizens 
in India, and towards a tubverfion of the prefent 
mofl: corrupt and oppreffive fyftem for its govern- 
ment, in me fliall find, a weak, I am afraid, but a ' 
fteady, earneft, and faithful affiftant. 
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No. I. 

1 t 

CLAUSES OF MR. PITT*S BILL. 

Referred to from p. 202. 

Appointing Commiflioners to inquire into the fees, 
gratuities, perquifites, emoluments, which are, 
or have been lately, received in the feveral pub- 
lick offices therein mentioned; to examine into 
any abufes which may exift in the fame, &c. 

AND be it further enafted, that it fliall and 
may be lawful to and for the faid commif- 
lioners, or any two of them, and they are hereby 
impowered, authorized, and required, to examine 
upon oath (which oath they, or any two of them, 
are hereby authorized to adminifter) the feveral 
perfons, of ^// defcriptions, belonging to ajjy of 
the offices or departments before mentioned, and 
all other perfons whom the faid commiffioner^ or 
any two of them, fliall think fit to examine, 
touching the bujinefs of each office or department, 

Y 2 and 
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and the feesj gratuities^ perquifttes^ and emolumenfr 
taken therein^ and touching all other matters and 
things neceffary for the execution of the powers 
vefted in the faid commiflioners by this aft ; all 
which perfons are hereby required and direfted 
punftually to attend the laid commiflioners, at 
fuch time and place as they^ or any two of them^Jhall 
appoint J and alfo to obferve afid execute fuch orders 
and directions as the faid commifliohers, or^ any 
two of them, fhall make or give for the purpofes 
before mentioned. 

And be it enafted by the authority aforelaid, 
that the faid commiflioners, or any two of them, 
Ihall be, and are hereby impowered to examine 
into any corrupt and fraudulent prafticcs, or 
other mifcondudl, committed by any perfon or 
perfons concerned in the management of any. of 
the offices pr departments hereinbefore mention- 
ed: and, for the better execution of this prefent 
, aft, the faid commiflioners, or any two of theniy are 
hereby authorized to meet andftt^fro?n tijue to time^ in 
fuch place or places as they fhall find nioft convenient^ 
with or without adjournment^ and io fcnfl their pre- 
cept or precepts^ under their hands and fcals^for any 
perfonor perfons whatfoever^ and for fuch books ^ pa- 
peh^ writings^ or records^ as they Jhall judge neceffary 
for their information, relating to any of the offices or 
departments hereinbefore ?nent1o?ied ; and all bailiffs, 
conflable^ fheriffs, and other hii inajefifs officers, are 

hereby 
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hereby required to obey and execute fuch orders and 
precepts afore/aid^ as jhall be fent to them or any of 
them by the /aid 'comniijfioners^ or any two of them^ 
.touching the pretnifes. 
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Referred to from p. 208. 



NABOB OF ARCOT's DEBTS. 



MR. GEORGE SMITH being aiked, Whether 
the debts of the nabob of Arcot have increafed 
fince he knew Madras? he faid, Yes, they have. 
He diftinguifli^s his debts into two forts ; thofe 
contrafted before the year 1766, and thofe con- 
trafted from that year to the year in whidh he left 
Madras. — Being alked. What he thinks is the ori- 
g^nd amount of the old debts? he fidd. Between 
twenty-three and twenty-four lacks of pagodas, as 
well as he can recoiled. — Being alked. What was 
the amount of that debt when he left Madras? he 
faid. Between four and five lacks of pagodas, as 

he underftood. ^Being alked. What was the 

amount of the new debt, Vhen he left Madras ? 
he faid, In November, 1777, that debt amounted,, 
a^ccording to the nabob's own account, and pub- 

Y 3 lilhed 
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lifhed at Chipauk, his place of refidence, to fixty 
lacks of pagodas, independent of the old debt, 
on which debt of fixty lacks of pagodas, the na- 
bob did agree to pay an intereft of twelve per cent, 
per annum. — ^Being a&ed. Whether this debt was 
approved of by the court of direftors? he faid. 
He does not know it was. — Being alked. Whether 
the old debt was recognifed by the court of (Urec- 
tors? he faid. Yes, it has been; and the court of 
direftors have fent out repeated orders to the pre- 
fident and council of Madras, to enforce its reco- 
very and payment. — Being a&ed. If the intereft 
upon the new debt is punftually paid? he faid. It 
was not during his refidence at Madras, from 1777 
to 1779, in which period he thinks no more than 
five per cent, intereft was paid, in difierent divi- 
dends of two and one per cent. — ^Being aiked^ 

What is the ufual cburfe taken by the nabob, con- 

> 

ceming the arrears of intereft? he faid. Not having 
ever lent him monies himfelf, he cannot fully an-« 
fwer as to the mode of fetding the intereft with 
him. 

Being a&ed, Whether he has reafon to believe 
the fi?:ty lacks of pagodas was all principal money 
really and truly advanced to the nabob of Arcot, 
or a fiftitious capital, made up of obligations given 
by him, where no money or goods were received, 
or which was increafed by the uniting into it a 
greater intereft than the 1 2 per cent; exprefled to 

be 



y 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 327 

be due on the capital ? he faid. He has no reafon 
to believe that the fum of fixty lacks of pagodas 
was lent in money or goods to the nabob, becaufe 
that fum he thinks is of more value than all the 
money, goods, and chattels in the fettlement ; but 
he does not know in what mode or manner this 
debt of the nabob's was incurred or accumulated. 
Being afked. Whether it was not a general and 
well-grounded opinion at Madras, that a great part 
of this fum was accumulated by obligations, and 
was for fervices performed or to be performed 
for the nabob? he faid. He has heard that a part 
of this debt was given for the purpofes mentioned 
in the above queftion, but he does not know thait 
it was fo. — Being alked. Whether it was the ge- 
neral opinion of the fettlement? he faicj, He can- 
not fay that it was the general opiniori, but it was 
the opinion pf a confiderable part of the fettle- 
ment. Being alked. Whether it vi^as the declared 
opinion of thofe tha,t were concerned in the debt, 
or thofe that were not ? he faid. It was the opinion 
of both parties, at leaft fuch of them as he con- 
verfed with. — Being alked, Whether he has reafon 
to believe that the intereft really paid by the na- 
bob, upon obligations given, or money lent, did 
not frequently exceed 1 2 per cent.?-— he laid, Prior 
to the fir ft of Auguft 1774^ he hzd had reafon to 
believe, that a higher intereft th^in 12 per cept. 
wa§ paid by the joabob on monies lent to him;. 

7 4 but 
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but from and after that period, when the lafl: act 
of parliament took place in India, he does not 
know that more than 1 2 per cent, had been paid 
i)y the nabob, or received from him. — Being alk- 
ed. Whether it is not his opinion, that the nabob 
has paid more than 1 2 per cent, for money due 
lince the ift of Auguft 1774? he faid. He has heard 
that he has, but he does not know it. — ^Being 
alked, "Whether he has been told fo by any confi- 
derable and weighty authority, that was like to 
know? he faid. He has been fo informed by per- 
fons who he believes had a very good opportu- 
nity of knowing it. — Being a|ked. Whether he was 
ever told fo by the nabob of Arcot himfelf? he 
faid. He does not recollect that the nabob of Arcot 
direftly told him fo, but from what he laid, he 
did infer . that he paid a higher intereft than 1 2 
per cent. 

Mr. Smith being alked. Whether, in the courfc 
of trade, he ever fold any thing to the nabob of 
Arcot? he faid. In the year 1775 he did fell to the 
nabob of Arcot pearls to the amount of 32,500 
pagodas, for which the nabob gave him an order 
or tankah on the country of Tanjore, payable in 
fix months, without intereft. — Being alked. Whe- 
ther, at the time he alked the nabob his price for 
the pearls, the nabob beat down that price, as 
dealers commonly do? he faid. No; fo far from 
it, he offered him more than he alked by 1,000 

pagodas, 
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pagodas, and which he rejefted. Being afked. 
Whether in fettling a tranfaftion of difcount with 
the nabob's agent, he was not offered a greater 
difcount than 12L per cent, he faid. In difcounting 
a foucar^s bill for 1,80,000 pagodasi the nabob's 
agent did offer him a; difcount of 24 per cent, per 
aftnum, faying, that it was the ufual rate of dif- 
count paid by the nabob ; but which he would 
not accept of, thinking himfelf confined by the 
aft of parliament limiting the intereft of pionies 
to 1 2 per cent, and accordingly he difcounted the 
bill at 1 2 per cent, per annum only.—Being afked^ 
Whether he does not think thofe offei;s were made 
him, becaufe the nabob thought he was a perfoQ 
of fome confequence in the fettlement ? he laid^ 
Being only a private laerchant, he apprehends 
that the offer was mad6 to him more from its 
being a general pradice, than from any opinion 
of his impoftance. 
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APPENDIX, No. 3. 

Referred to from p. 228. 

A BILL for the better government of the territo- 
rial poSbffions and dependencies in India. 

{One if Mr. Fgx^s India bills.'} 

AND be it fiirtlicr enaded by the authority 
iforefidd, that the nabob of Arcot, the rajah of 
Tanjore, or any other native protected prince in 
In^Hy ihall not afBgn, mortgs^, or pledge any 
territory or land whatfocver, or the produce or 
revenue thereof, to any Britifh fiibjeck whatfocver y 
fhall it be lawful to and for any Britilh fub- 
whatfoever to take or receive any fuch affign- 
ment, mortgage, or pledge ; and the fame are 
hereby declared to be null and void ; and all pay- 
ments or deliveries of produce or revenue, under 
any fuch afBgnment, fhall and may be recovered 
back by fuch native prince paying or delivering 
the fame, from the perfon or perfons receiving the 
lame, or his or their reprefentatives. 
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APPENDIX, No. 4. 
Referred to from p. 262 and p. 263. 



(COPY.) 



aph May, 1782. 



LETTER from the Committee of affigned Reve- 
nue, to the Prefident and Select Committee, 
dated 27th May, 1782; with comparative fiate- 
ment, and minute thereon. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Macartney, K.B^ 
Prefident, and Governour, &c. Seledl Committee 
of Fort St. George. 

My Lord, and Gentlemen, 

ALTHOUGH we have, in obedience to your 
commands of the 5th January, regularly laid be- 
fore you our proceedings at large, ^nd have oc- 
cafionaUy addreffed you upon fuch points as re- 
quired your refplutions or orders for our gui- 
dance, we ftill think it neceffary to coUeft and di- 
geft, in a fummary report, thofe tranfaclions in 
the management of the alfigned revenue, which 
have principally engaged our attention, and which, 
upon the proceeding, are too much intermixed 

with 
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with ordinary occurrences to be readily traded 
and undcrftood. 

Such a report may bq formed with the greater • 
propriety at this time, when your lordihip, &g 
have been pleafed to conclude your arrangements 
for the rent of feveral of the nabob's diftriAs. 
Our aim in it is briefly to explain, the ftate of the 
Garnatick at the period of the nabob's affignment ; 
the particubr caufes which exifled, to the prqu- 
dice of that aflignment, after it was made ; and 
the meafures which your lordlhip, &c. have, upon 
our recommendation, adopted for removing thofe 
caufes, and introducing a more regular and bene- 
ficial fyftem of management in the country. 

Hyder Ally having entered the Garnatick with 
his whole force, about the middle of July, 1780, 
and employed fire and fword in its deftruction for 
near eighteen months before the nabob*s afilgn- 
ment took place, it will not be difficult to con- 
ceive the ftate of the country at that period. In . 
thofe provinces which were fully expofed to the. 
ravages of horfe, fcarce a veftige remained either 
of population or agriculture : fuch of the miferable 
inhabitants as efcaped the fury of the fwof d were 
either carried into the Myfore country, or left to 
ijruggle under the horrours of famine. The Ar- 
cot and Trichinopoly diftricls began early to feel 
the effects of this defolating warl Tinnevelly, 
Madura, and Ramnadaporum, though little infeft- 

ed 
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cd wirfi Hyder*s troops, became 2^ prey to the iri- 
curfions of the Polygars, who ftript them of the 
greateft part of the revenues ; Ongole, "Nellore, 
and Palnaud, the only remaining diftrids, had fuf^ ' 
fered but in a fmall degree. 

Tljie misfortunes of war, however, were not the 
only evils which the Carnatick experienced. The 
nabob's aumildars, and other fervants, appear to 
have taken advantage of the general confuiion to 
enrich themfelves. A very fmall part of the reve* 
t nue was accounted for ; and fo high were the or^ 
dinary expences of every diftricl, that double the 
apparent produce of the whole country would not 
have fatisfied them. 

In this ftate, which we believe is no way exag* 
gerated, the company took charge of the affigned 
countries. Their profped of relief from the heavy 
burthens of the war, was indeed but little advanc- 
ed by the nabob's conceflion ; and the revenues of 
the Carnatick feemed in danger of being irrecove- 
rably loft, unlels a fpeedy and entire change of fyf- 
tem could be adopted 

On our minutes of the 21ft January, we treated 
the fubjeft of the affignment at fome length, and 
pointed out the mifchiefs which, in addition to 
the cflFefts of the war, had arifen from what we 
conceived to be wrong and oppreffive manage- 
ment. — ^We ufed the. freedom to fuggeft an -entire 
alteration in the mode of realizing the revenues. 

We 
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We propofe4 a confiderable and immediate reduc- 
tion of expences, and a total change of the prin<* 
dpal aumildars who had been employed under the 
nabob. 

Our ideas had the good fortune to receive your 
approbation j but the removal of the nabob's fer- 
vants being thought improper at that particular 
period of the coUeftions, we employed our atten- 
tion chiefly in preferving what revenue was left 
the country, and acquiring fuch materials as might 
lead to a more perfed knowledge of its former and 
prefent fiate. 

Thefe purfuits, as we apprehended, met with 
great obftructions from the condud of the na« 
bob's fer vants. The orders they received were 
evaded under various pretexts ; no attention was 
paid to the ftrong and repeated applications made 
to them for the accounts of their management; 
and their attachment to the company's interefl: 
appeared, in every inftance, fo feeble, that we law 
rio profpecl whatever of fuccefs, but in the ap» 
pointment of renters under the company's fole au- 
thority. 

Upon this principle we judged it expedient to 
recommend, that fuch of the nabob's difiri^ as 
ivere in a ftate to be farmed out, might be im- 
mediately let by a publick advertifemeqt, ifiued 
in the company's name, and circulated through 
every province of the Carnatick j and with the 

view 
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View of encouraging bidders, we propofed, that 
the countries might be advertifed for the whole 
period of the nabob'si affignment, and the fecurity 
of the company^s protection promifed, in the 
fulleft manner, , to fuch perfons as might become 
renters. 

This planJiad the defired effeft; and the at- 
tempts which were fecretly niade to counteraft it, 
afforded an unequivocal proof of its neccffity: 
but the advantages refulting fr6m it were more 
pleafingly evinced, by the number of propolals 
that were delivered, and by the terms which were 
in general offered for the diflrifts intended to be 
farmed out. 

Having fo far attained the purpofes of the aflign- 
tnent, our attention was next turned to the heavy 
expences entailed upon the different provinces; 
and here, we confefs, our aflonifliment was raifed 
to the highefl pitch. In the Trichinopoly coun- 
try, the flanding difburfements appeared, by the 
nabob's own accounts, to be one lack of rupees 
more than the receipts. In other diftrifts, the 
charges were not in fo high a proportion, but ftill 
rated on a mofl extravagant fcale j and we faw, by 
every account that was brought before us, the ab- 
folute neceffity of retrenching confiderably in all 
the articles of expence. 

Our own reafon, aided by fuch inquiries as we 
were able to make, fuggefled the alterations we 

have 
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have recommended to your lordihip, &c. under 
this head. You will obferve, that we have not 
afted fparingly ; but we chofe rather, in cafes^ of 
doubt, to iftcur the hazard of retrenching too 
much, than too little ; becaufe it would be^ eafier, 
after any ftated allowance for expences, to add 
what might be neceflary, than to diminifli. We 
hope, however, there will be no material increafe 
in the articles as they now ftand. 

One conliderable charge upon the nabob's coun- 
try was for extraordinary fibbendies, fepoys, and 
horfemen, w;ho appeared to us to be a very unne* 
ceflary incumbrance on the revenue. Your lord- 
fhip, &c. have determined to receive fuch of thefe 
people as will inlift into the company's fervic?, and^ 
difcharge the reft. This meafure will not only re- 
lieve the country of a heavy burthen, but tend 
greatly to fix in the company that kind of autho- 
rity, which is requifite for the due coUedtion of the 
revenues. 

In confequence of your determination refpcd- 
ing the nabob's fepoys, &c. every charge under 
that head has been ftruck out of our account of 
expences. If the whole number of thefe people 
be enlifted by the company, there will probably 
be no more than fufficient to complete their ordi- 
nary military eftablilhment. But fliould the pre- 
fect redudion of the nabob's artillery render it 
expedient, after the war^ to make any addition to 

the 
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the company's eftablifhment, for the purpofes of 
the afligned countries; the expence of fuch addi- 
tion, whatever it be, muft be dedufted from the 
prefent account of favings. 

In confidering the charges of the fever al diftricls, 
in order to eftablifli better regulations, we were 
careful to difcriminate thofe incurred for troops 
kept, or fuppofed to be kept up for the defence 
of the country, from thofe of the fibbendy, fcr- 
vants, &c. for the cultivation of the lands, and 
the collection of the revenues, as \fell as to pay 
attention to fuch of the eftabliflied cuftoms of the 
country, ancient privileges of the inhabitants, and 
publick charities, as were neceflarily allowed, and 
appeared proper to be continued; but which, 
under the nabob's government, were not only 
rated much higher, but had been blended under 
one cdnfufed and almoft unintelligible title of 
Expences of the Diftrifts; fo joined, perhaps, to 
aiford pleas and megins of fecreting and appropri- ' 
ating great part of the revenues to other purpofes 
than fairly appeared; and certainly betraying the 
utmoft negleft and mifmanagement, as giving la- 
titude for every fpecies of fraud and oppreffiori. 
Such a fyftem has, in the few latter years of the 
nabob's necefiities, brought all his countries intp 
that fituation, from which nothing but the nioft 
rigid ceconomy, ftrift obfervance of the condudl 
of managers, and the moft conciliating attention 

Vol. IV. Z to 
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to the rights of the inhahitlmt^ c?in pojlihly re- 
cover them. 

It now only remain^ for us to lay before y.o.ur 
lordfliip, &c. the inclofed fta,tement of the fmns at 
which the difl^ids lately adyertifed have t^een let, 
compared wi^th the accoujQ.ts of their jprqduce deli- 
vered by the ^i?J?ob5 ^i^d eij,tere4 on our prqceed^ 
ings of the 2x^ January. Like wife a cQ.mp.ara,tiyc 
view of jthe ^orxner and prefent expepceg. 

jhe nabob's a.ccoums of tjhe produce of theCe 
difaids ftat.e, as we have fome reafof> to tl?ffli,k, the 
V^^ ^Wjhich former renters engaged to pay to hi^i 
(and wJjich ^cre feldona, if eyef , ma,de good) ajxd 
not the fu^s adjLuaUy produced by the dijftrids ; yet 
we have t^ fatisfaclioi^ tp objfcrve, that the pre- 
fent aggreg^e rents, vpon an average, are .equal 
to thofe accounts. Your lordlhip, &c. cannot in- 
deed expeft, that, in the inidft of the danger, in- 
yaliop, aujc^ dilirefs, which <^ail the Carnatick 
on every fide, the jrenters now appointed will be 
able at prefent to fulfil the terms of fheir leafes ; 
but we truft, from the ipeafures we have taken, 
that very little, if any, of the aftual cqllefiions 
will be lofl:, even during the war j and that on the 
return of peace and tranquillity, the renters will 
have it in their power fully to perform their re- 
fpeclive agreements.' 

' We much regret that the fituation of the Arcot 
province will not admit of the fame fettlement 

which 
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which has been made for the other diftrifts ; but 
the enemy being in poffeffion of the capital, toge- 
ther with feveral other ftrong holds, and haying 
€:ntirely defola^ed the country, there is little room 
to hope for m(^re from it than a bare fubfiftenc^ 
to the few garrifons we have left there. 

We fliall nolf fail to give our attention towards 
obtaining ever^ information refpecling this pror 
vince, that the prefcnt times will permit j and to 
take the firft opportunity to propofe fuch arrange- 
^ ynents for the management ajs we may think dir 
^ble. 

We have the honour to be 
Your moft obedient 

Humble fer vants, 

, , ^Charles Oaklpy^ 

1 Eyles Irwin J 
< Hall Plumer^ 
Fort St. George^ i Lfavid Haliburton^ 

%yth May^ 1782, ^George Moubray. 

A true copy, 

J. Uudlejion^ Sec. 
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APPENDIX, No. 5. 
Referred to from p. 278. 

CASE of certain Perfbns renting the affigned 
Lands under the authority of the Eaft-India 
Company. 

Extrad of a Letter from the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort St. George, 25th May, 1783. 

" ONE of them [the renters] Ram Chunder 
Raus, was indeed one of thofe unfortunate rajahs, 
whofe country, by being near to the territories of the 
nabobs ioxicittd its title to independence; and be- 
came the prey of ambition and cupidity. This 
man, though not able to refift the company's arms, 
employed infuch a deed at the nabob* s injiigationy had 
induftry and ability. He acquired, by a feries of 
fervicesy even the confidence of the nabob; who 
fuflfered him to rent a part of the country of which 
he had deprived him of the property. This man had 
afforded no motive for his rejeftion by the nabob, 
but that of being ready to engage with the com- 
pany; a motive moft powerful indeed, but not to 
' be avowed." 

[This is the perfoa whom the Englifh inftru^ 
ments of the nabob of Arcot have had the auda- 

Z 3 city 
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city to charge with a corrupt tranfaftion with 
lord Macartney; and, in iupport of that' charge^ 
to produce a forged letter from his lordfliip's ftew^ 
ard. Thp charge and letter the reader may fee in 
this appendix, under the proper head. It is af- 
ferted;, by the unfortunate prince above men* 
tinned, that the company firft fettled on the coaft 
of Coromaiidel under the proteftion of one of his 
anceftors. If this be true (and it is far from un- 
likely) the world muft judge of the return the 
defcendant has met with. The cafe of another of 
the viftims, given up by the miniftry, though 
not altogether fo ftriking as the former, is worthy 
of attention. It is that of the renter of the pro- 
vince of Nellore.3 

*^ IT is with a wantonnefs of falfehood, and in- 
difference to deteftion, afferted to you, in proof 
of the validity of the nabob's objedions, that this 
man's failures had already forced us to remove 
him; though in fad he has continued invariably 
in office; though jour greateji fupplies have been re- 
ceivedfrom himy and that, in the difappointment 
>Qf your remittances [the remittances from Ben- 
gal] and of other refources, the fpecie fent us from 
Neliore alone has fometimes enabled us to carry on 
the publick bufinefs ; and that the prefent espeditioA * 
againji the French muft, without this affiftance from 
the affignment, have been laid afide, or delayed 
until it might have becomfe too-late." 

[This 
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[This man is by the miniftry given over to the 
mercy of perfons tapable of making charges on 
him, " with a wantonnefs of falfehood^ and indiffe- 
*' rence to detedionJ^* What is likely to happen to 
him and the reft of the viftims, may appear by the 
following] 

Letter to the Governour General, and Council, 

March 13th, 1782. 

" THE fpeedy termination to which the people 
were taught to look, of the company's interference 
in the revenues, and the vengeance denounced 
againft thofe who, contrary to the mandate of the 
durbar, fhould be connefted with them, as report- 
ed by Mr. Sulivan, may, as much as the former ex- 
aftions and oppreffions of the nabob in the revcr 
nue, as reported by the commander in chief, have 
deterred fome of the fitteft men from offering to 
be concerned in it. 

*' The timid difpofition of the Hindoo natives 
of this country was not likely to be infenfible to 
the fpecimen of that vengeance given by his ex- 
cellency the amur, who upon the mere rumour 
that a Bramin, of the name of Appagee Row, had 
]^ven propofals to the company for the renterihip 
of VeUore, had the temerity to fend for him, and 
to put him in conBnement. 

" A man thus feized by the nabob's feapoys 
within the walls of Madras, gave a general alarm; 

Z4 and 
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I 

and government found it neceflary to promife the 
protection of the company, in order to calm the 
apprehenfions of the people/' 



APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Referred to from p. 307 — 312. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Council and Seled 
Committee at Fort St. George, to the Gover- 
nour General and Council, dated 25thMay, 1783. 

IN the profecution of our duty, we befeech you 
to confider as an aft of ftrid and neceflary juftice, 
previous to reiteration of your orders for the fur- 
render of the afllgnment, how far it would be 
likely to affeft third perfons, who do not appear 
to have committed any breach of their engage- 
ments. You command us to compel our aumils 
to deliver over their refpective charges as fhall be 
appointed by the nabob, or to retain their truft 
under his fole authority, if he fhall chufe to con- 
firm them. Thefe aumils are really renters, they 
were appointed in the room of the nabob's aumils, 
and contrary to his wifhes ; they have already been 
rejefted by him, and are therefore not likely to be 
confirmed by him. They applied to this govern- 
ment, in confequence of publick advertifements 
in our name, as pofl^efling in this inftance the joint 

authority 
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authority of the nabob and the company, and have 
entered into mutual and ftrift covenants with us, 
and we with them, relative to the certain diftri<3:s 
not actually in the poffeflion of the enemy ; by 
which covenants, as they are bound to the punc- 
tual payment of their rents, and due management 
of the country, fo wc, and our conftituents, and 
the publick faith, are in like manner bound to 
maintain them in the enjoyment of their leafes, 
during the continuance of the term ; that term 
was for five years agreeably to the words of the 
affignment, which declare that the time of renting 
fliall be for three or five years, as the governour 
Ihall fettle with the renters. — Their leafes cannot 
be legally torn from them. Nothing but their 
previous breach of a part could juftify our breach 
of the whole ; fuch a ftretch and abufe of power 
^ould indeed not only favour of the affumption of 
fovereignty, but of arbitrary and oppreflive def- 
potifm. In the prefent conteft, whether the na* 
bob be guilty, or we be guilty, the renters are not 
guilty. Whichever of the contending parties has 
broken the condition of the aflignment, the ren- 
ters have not broken the condition of their leafes. 
Thefe men, in condufting the bufinefs of the af- 
fignment, have afted in oppofition to the defigns 
of the nabob, in defpite of the menaces denounced 
againft all who fhould dare to oppofe the mandates 
of the durbar juftice. Gratitude and humanity 

require 
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require that provifion fiiould be made by you, be- 
fore you fet the nabob's minifters loofe on the 
country, for the proteftion of the vidims devoted 
to their vengeance. 

Mr. Ben field, to fecure the permanency of his 
power, and the perfeftion of his fchemes, thought 
it neceffary to render the nabob an abfolute ftranger' 
to the ftate of his affairs. He affured his highnefs, 
that full juftice was not done to the ftrehgth of his 
fcntiments, and the keennefs of his attacks, in' the 
tranflations that were made by the company's 
fervants from the original Perfian of his letters. 
He therefore propofed to him, that they ihbuld 
for the future be tranfroitted in Englifh. — Of the 
Englifti language or writing his highnefs, ot the 
ameer, canhot read one word, though the latter can 
converfe in it with fufficient fluency. The Perfian 
language, as the language of the Mahomiriedan 
conquerors, and of the court of Delhi, as ati appen- 
dage or fignal of authority, was at all times particu- 
larly afFefted by the nabob : — it is the language of 
aU afts of ftate, and all publick tranfaclions, among 
the mufiulman chiefs oif Indoftan. The nabob 
thought to have gained no ihconfiderable point, 
in procuring the correfpondence from our prede- 
ceffors to the rajah of Tanjore to be changed from 
the Marattah language, which that Hindoo prince 
underftands, to the Perfian, which he difciaims 
underftanding. To force the rajah to the nabob's 

language. 
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language, was gratifying the latter n^>j 
cies of fubferviency. He had formt. 
with confiderable anxiety, and it was ^ • 
inconfiderable coft, for particular forms 
to be ufed towards him in that language, 
of a fudden, in favour of Mr. Benfield, he *. 
his former affedions, his habits, his knowledge 
his curiofity, the increafing miftruft* of age, to 
throw himfelf upon the generous candour, the 
faithful interpretation, the grateful return and 
eloquent organ of Mr. Benfield ! — Mr. Benfield re- 
lates and reads what be pleafes to his excellency the 
Ameer^ul-Omrah-^his excellency communicates with the 
nabob his father^ in the language the latter underjiands^ 
Through two channels fo pure^ the truth muji arrive 
at the nabob in perfeB refinement ; through this double 
ttujl^ his highnefs receives whatever imprejfion it may 
he convenient tb make on him : he abandons hisjigna" 
ture to whatever paper they tell him contains^ in the 
Englijb language^ the fentiments with which they had 
infpired him. He thus is furrounded on every Jide. He 
is, totally at their mercy ^ to believe what is not truCy and 
tofubfcribe to what he does not mean. There is no 
fyjiemfo new^fo foreign to his intentions ^ that they may 
not purfue in his name^ without pojjibility of deteSliqn : 
for they are cautious of who approach him^ and have 
thought prudent to decline ^ for him^ the vifits of the go- 
vernour^ even upon the ufual foleitin and acceptalDle 
occafion of delivering to his highnefs the com- 
pany's 
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pany's letters. Such is the complete afcendency gained 
by Mr. Benfield. It may be partly explained by 
the fafts obferved already fome years ago by Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, in regard to the nabob, of the 
infirmities natural to his advanced age, joined to 
the decays of his conftitutiori. To this afcendency, 
in proportion as it grew, muft chiefly be afcribcd, 
if jiot the origin, at leaft the continuance and in- 
creafe, of the nabob^s difunion with this prefiden- 
cy ; a difunion which creates the importance, and 
fubferves the refentments of Mr. Benfield; and an 
afcendency whichy if you effed the furrender of the 
ajjignmenty will intirely leave the exercife of power ^ and 
accumulation offortune^ at his boundlefs difcretion j H 
binij and to, the, jimeer-ul-Omrahy and to Syed Affam 
Cawn^ the ajjignment would in fad be furrendered. 
HE WILL (IF ANY) BE THE SOUCAR SECU- 
RITY ; and fecurity in this country is counterfecured 
by poffejjion. Tou would not chufe to take the ajjtgn' 
ment from the company^ to give it to individuals. Of 
the impropriety of its returning to the nabob, Mr. 
Benfield would now again argue from his former 
obfervations, that under his highnefs's manage- 
ment, his country declined, his people emigrated, 
his revenues decreafed, and his country was rapidly 
approaching to a ftate of political infolvency. Of 
Syed Affam Cawn, wc judge only from the obfer- 
vations this letter already contains. But of the 
othcjr two perfons [Ameer-ul-Omrah and Mr. Ben- 
field] 
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field] we undertake to declare, not as parties in a 
caufe, or even as voluntary witneffes, but as exe- 
cutive officers, reporting, to you in the difcharge 
of our duty, and under the impreffion of the facred 
obligation which binds us to truth, as well as to 
juftice, that, from every obfervation of their prin- 
ciples and difpofitions, and every information of 
their charafter and conduft, they have profecuted 
projefts to the injury and danger of the company 
and individuals; that it would be improper to truji^ 
and dangerous to employ them^ in any publick or impor-^ 
tant Jituatien ; that the tranquillity of the Carnatick 
requires a rejlraint to the power of the ameer; and 
that the company^ whofe fervice and protedion Mr. 
Benfield has repeatedly and recently forfeited^ would 
be more fecure againjl danger and confufion^ if he were 
removed from their fever al prefidencies. 

(^ After the above folemn declaration from fo 
weighty an authority, the principal objeft of that 
awful and deliberate warning, inftead of " being 
*' removed from the feveral prefidencies,'* is licenf- 
ed to return to one of the principal of thofe pre- 
fidencies, and the grand theatre of the operations 
on account of which the prefidency recommends 
his total removal. The reafon given is for the ac- . 
commodation of that very debt which has been 
the chief inftrument of his dangerous practices, 
and the main caufe of all the confufions in the com- 
pany's government.] 

AITENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No. 7. 
Referred to from p. 284, and p. 591 • 

Extrafts from the Evideoce of Mr. Petrie, late 
Refident for the Company at Tanjore, given to 
the Select Committee, relative to the Revenues 
and State of the Country, &c. &c. 

9th May, 1782. 

WILLIAM PETRIE, Efq. attending according 
to order, was aiked. In what ftation he was in the 
company's fervice ? he faid. He went to Inctia in 
the year 1765, a writer upon the Madras dfablifli- 
ment; he was employed, during the former war 
with Hyder Ali, in the capacity of pay-mafter and 
commiffary to part of the army, and was after- 
wards paymafter and commiflary to the army in 
the firft fiege of Tanjore, and the fubfequent cam- 
paigns ; then fScretary to the fecret department 
from 1 77*2 to 1775; he came to England in 17751 
and returned again to Madras the beginning of 
1778; he was refident at the durbar of the rajab 
of Tanjore from that time to the month of May) 
and from that time to January 1780 was chief 
of Nagore and Carrecal, the firft of which wa$ 
received from the rajah of Tanjore, and the fc^ 

cond 



^ TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 35! 

cond was taken from the French. — Being afked. 
Who fent him to Tanjore? he faid, Sir Thomas 

Rumbold^ and the Secret Committee. Being 

,then alkcd, Upon what errand? he faid. He went 
firft up with a letter from the company to the ra- 
jah of Tanjore ; he was direded to give the rajaji 
the ftrongeft affurances that he ihoujd be kept in 
poffe;flion of his country, and every privilege to 
which he had been reftored ; he was likewife di- 
reded to negotiate with the rajah of Tanjore for 
the cejEon of the feaport and diftrift of Nagore, 
in lieu of the town and diftrid of Devicotta, which 
he had promifed to lord Pigot : thefe were the 
principal, and to the befl: of his recoUedion ajt pre- 
fent th^ only objeds in view, when he was firft 
fent vp to Tanjore. In the courfe of his ftay at 
Tanjore other matters of bufinefs occurred be- 
tween the company and the rajah, which came 
under Jji? managenient as refident at that durbar. 
Being al^d. Whether the rajah did deliver up to 
him the town and the annexed diftrids of Nagore 
yolunt^ily, or whether he was forced to it? he 
faid. When he made the firft propofition to the ra- 
jah, agreeable to the diredions he had received 
from the fecret committee at Madras, in t^e moft 
free, open, and liberal manner, the rajah told him 
the feaport of Nagore was intirely at the fervice 
of his beijefeidors the company, and that he was 
happy in having' that opportunity of teftifying his 
gratitude to them ; thefe may be fuppofed to be 

words 
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words of courfe, but from every experience whidt 
he had of the rajah's mind and conduft, whilft he 
was at Tanjore, he has reafon to believe that his 
declarations of gratitude to the company were 
perfectly fincere ; he fpeaks of the town of Nagore 
at prefent, and a certain diftrift, not of the dif- 
trifts to the amount of which they afterwards re- 
ceived. The rajah afked him, To what amount 
he expefted a jaghire to the company: And the 
witnefs further faid. That he acknowledged to the 
committee that he was not inftrucled upon that 
head; that he wrote for orders to Madras, and 
was direfted to alk the rajah for a jaghire to a cer- 
tain amount ; that this gave rife to a long nego- 
tiation, the rajah reprefenting to him his inability 
to make fuch a gift to the company as the fecrct 
committee at Madras feemed to expeft; while he 
(the witnefs) on the other hand, was direfted to 
make as good a bargain as he could for the com- 
pany. From the view that he then took of the 
rajah's finances, from the fituation of his country, 
and from the load of debt which preffed hard upon 
him, he believes he at different times, in his cor- 
refpondence with the government, reprefented the 
neceflity of their being moderate in their demands, 
and it was at laft agreed to accept of the town of 
Nagore, valued at a certain annual revenue, and a 
jaghire aixnexed to the town, the whole amount- 
ing to 2,50,000 rupees. — Being alked. Whether it 

did 
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idid turn out fo valuable? he faid, He had not a 
doubt but it would turn out mQre,.as it was let 
for more than that to farmers at Madris, if they 
had managed the diftrids properly, but they wcrj^ 
Jir angers to the manners and cujioms of the feopk; 
when they came down they opprejfed the inhabitants y 
and threw the whole dijiri6l into confujion ; the inha-^ 
bitantSj manjyof them^ left the country^ and deferted 
the cultivation of their lands ^ of courfe th,e farmers 
*were,/dif appointed of their collections ^ and they have 
Jince failedy and the company have lojl a conftderable 
part of what the farmers were to pay for the jaghire. 
Being afked, Who thefe farmers were? he faid. 
One of them was the renter of the St. Thome dif- 
trift, near Madras, and the other, and the moft 
refponfible, was a Madras dubafli. — Being alked. 
Who he was dubalh to? he faid, To Mr. Caff- 
majon , 

Being alked. Whether the leafe was made upon 
higher terms than the diftrict was rated to him by 
the rajah? he faid. It was. — Being then afked. 
What reafon was affigned why the diflrict was not 
kept under the former management by amildars, 
or let to perfons in the Tanjore country acquainted 
with the diflricl? he faid. No reafons were af- 
figned : he was directed from Madras to advertife 
them to be let to perfpns of the country ; but be- 
fore he received any propofal, he received accounts 
that they v^xe let at Madras in confequence of 

Vol. I V.'^ a a / publick 
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publick advertifementd which had beexi i&ad^ 
there: He believes, indeed, there were very few 
men in thb£e diftrifts refponfible enough to have 
beenentl^fted with the management of thofe Iands« 
Being alked. Whether, at the time he was author 
tized to negotiate for Nagore in the place of Dc- 
vicotta, Devicotta was given up to the rajah ? he 
faid. No.— Being a&ed. Whether the rajsA of 
Tanjore did not frequently defire that the diftricks 
of Arne and Hanymantygoode fhoCild be reftored 
to him agreeable to treaty, and the company's 
orders to Iprd Pigot ? he faid^ Many a time ; and 
he tranfinitted his reprefentations regularly to Ma* 
dras.— -Being then alked, Whether thofe places 
were reftored to him ? he faid. Not while' he wi^ 
in Indian 

' Being alked, Whether he was not authori2;ed and 
required by the prefidency at Madras to demand 
a large fum of m6ney over and above the four 
lacks of pagodas that were to be annually paid by 
a grant of the rajah, made in the time of lord 
* Pigot? he faid, He wasj to the amount, he be- 
lieves, of four lacks of pagodas, commonly knowft 
fey the name of depofit-money- — Being afked. 
Whether the raj=ah did not frequently^ plead hi^ 
inability to pay that money? he faid. He did every 
time he mentioned it, and complained loudly of 
the demand. — Being afked. Whether he thinks 
thofe complaints were well founded? he iays. He 

' • thinks 
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-thinks tht rajah of Tunjore was Hot only not in a 
fbfte of ability to pay the depofit-money ^ but that 
the' annual payment of four lacks of pagodas was 
more than his revenues could afford. — Being afked. 
Whether he was not frequently obliged to borrow 
money^ in order tp pay the inftalments of the 
annual payments, and fuch parts as he paid of 
the depofit? he faid, Yes, he was. — Being afked. 
Where he borrowed the money? he faid, He be- 
lieves principally from foucars or native bankers, 

andfome at Madras, as he told him. — Being afked, 

• 

Whether hie told him that his credit was very 
good, and that he borrowed upon moderate in- 
terefl? he faid, That he told him he found great 
difficulties in raifing money, and was obliged to 
borrow at a moft exorbitant interefl, even foi;ne of 
it at 48 per cent, and he believes not a great deal 
under it : he defired him (the witnefs) to /peak to one 
of the foucars or bankers at Tanjore^ to accommodate 
him with a loan of money ; that man fhewed him an 
account between him and the raj ah ^ from which it ^^- 
peared that he charged 48 per cent, beftdes compound 

interefi. Being afked. Whether the fums due 

were large? he faid. Yes, they were confiderable; 
though he does not recollect the amount. — Being 
afked. Whether the banker lent the money? he 
faid. He would not, unlefs the witnefs could pro- 
f:ure him payment of his old arrears. 

Being afked. What notice did the government 

A a 2 of 
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of Madras take of the king of Tanjore's reprefen- 
tations of the flate of his affairs, and his inabi* 
lity to pay ? he faid, He does not recoiled that, in 
their correfpondence with him, there was any rea- 
foning upon the fubjeft; and in his correfpondence 
with Sif Thomas Rumbold, upon the amount of 
the jaghire, he feemed very defirous of adapting 
the demand of government to the rajah's circum- 
ftances'; but whilft he ftaid at Tanjore, the rajah 
was not exonerated from any part of Lis burthens.. 
—Being afked. Whether they ever defired the ra- 
jah to make up a fbtement of his accounts, dif- 
burfements, debts, and payments, to the company, 
in order to afcertain whether the country was able 
to pay thp increaiing demands upon it? he £ud. 
Through him he is certain they never did. — Being 
.then alked. If he, ever heard whether they did 
through any one elfe? he faid, He never did. 

Being alked. Whether the rajah is not bound to 
farnifli the cultivators of land with feed for their 
crops, according to the cuftom of the country ? 
he faid, TAe king of Tanjore, as proprietor of the land^ 
always makes advances of money for feed for the cul'^ 
tivation of the land. — Being then alked. If money 
beyond his power of furnifliing fliould be extorted 
from, him, might it not prevent, in the firft in- 
ftance, the means of cultivating the country ? he 
faid. It certainly does, he kn9ws it for afail\ and 
he knows that when he left the country there i/uere fe- 
ver al 
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I 

veral difiriils which were uncultivated from that caufe. 
Being aiked, Whether it is not neceflary to be at . 
z ccmfiderable expence in order to keep up the 
mounds and water-courfes ? he faid, A very conji- 
derable one annualfy.-^^Bting afked^ What would 
be the coiifequence if money fhould fail for that ? 
he faid, In thejirjl injiance the country would be par-* 
tially fupplied with ^ater^fome diJiriiU wouldbe over^ 
Jlowed^ and ethers would be parched. — Being afked. 
Whether there is not a confiderable dam called the 
Anient, on the keeping up of which the profpe- 
rity of the country greatly depends, and whidi* 
requires a great expence? he faid. Yes, there is^ 
the whole of thd Tanjote country is admirably well 
fupplied with ^ater, nor can he conceive any me- 
thod could be fallen upon more happily adapted 
to the cultivation and profperity of the country; 
but, as the Anient is the fource of that profperity, 
any injury done to that muft effentially affecl all 
the other works iii the country; it is a mofi flu- 
pendbus piece of mkfonry ; but from the very great 
floods^ frequently requiring repairs, whigh if-ne^ 
glected not only the expence of repairing mufi: be 
greatly increafed, but a general injury done to 
the whole country.— Being aiked. Whether tkat 
dam has '^ been kept in as good prefervation^ finc^ 
the prevalence of the Englifh gevernmeht as be^ 
fore? he faid. From his own knowledge he dh^ 
tiot tell, but £tom everything he ksi^'read or heard ' 

A a 3 of 



55» 



ilWENDIX^lNQv 7. 



of the former profperity and cqpulence of thdkiiig^ 
of Tanjore, he fhould fuppofe not, — Being. $iked^» 
Whether he does not know of feveral :^i^e^ipt$ 
that l\ave beqn .niade to porovent the repai^y and 
ev^A to damage the work?, he feid, The rajah hiiapt 
fel£ frequently: complainedi of that to hiQ^^ajid hq 
has; likewife h^^rd it from , others at Tanj.breu— ^ 
Being alkied,^ Who^ it w'ag^that attem^ed thofe ads; 
9^ violence? lie {m4j He wafii.tpid k was the i^ha- 
feijantSf'of .th$ qabQb'$ .cpuuti-y ;adjpinipg to .the 
^icutv — rBeiftg, aiked, Wheth^ th^y were^ not fet 
iifo.or inftigat^d by the nabob? heanfweredi The 
i:^h iaid.fo.f— And being a&ed# Whatftcpsthej 
preiident andcQuncil took to pujiilli the. authoi^iSj; 
aojd preventi^tjjofe violences f heiferid, To the. bcft of 
liis recoUefti^, the goveriwjur, JKild himih©5vo\dd 
ipake inquiries into it, but be idoea not kppw that 
^ny inquiries were made; th^tiSir Thfimas Rum- 
bftld, the gp?v?§rnour, infpre[ajsidt^hirp that he had 
laid his.irepre/erttations with : reljie^ Jto jth^ Anient 
hefpre t^e jR^ibQb, who denied! th^t hisi:^opAe:had 
^ye^anyiinteyyuption tq tJie^repairs of t^^tf ^ftrki 
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Tilkkgi^vd^fWhat lie thinks. t4i«v?e4; 4?^ re? 
§^pt pf (hejPM^nues of Tanjpre werftwdrtihwhen 
i^ left it? ibetf^d^ fife canpot % :\yhat ;W?t»'jbc n^ 
apjpunt, a^)i(e;dQe6 »pt kiiQ>v the.e^peAce of thft 
l?jfih*&iieRlift^Qji4; iMftt wliUe^ J^e was at TanjOre he 

.. / underfiood 
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tittcfcriiitoo4 ifromtHe rajah himfelf,^ an4 frdmhfe 
minifiers^ that the grofs coUe<9;ion did n^t exceed 
JEiin^ lack'of pagodas, '(3^05o6ol.).-^Being afi^ed, 
Whether he thinis the country could pay the 
eighliackfl' of pagodas- which had be^ demanded 
ixi 'berpfaid.in th^ tmirfe 5f oiie yea*? he faid, 
Oieailrly not^-^fieing ^afk^d^' Whether there \i^as 
;}obfl^ attempt mad^ -tij- remove the rajah's minifc 
tfcr^ lupon fopae delay Ijl paytnent" of "the depofit ? 
Jie faid> The governoiir iB Madras Wr<ite to that 
* ipffedfc, which he repr^feiifed ta the f ajah.-^Baing 

r 

^ed. Who wa§ metttiqpe4 to fiit^eed tq thfe mi- 
niftejt" that thep w^^yin cajSl^he fliould be removed? 
he faid^ When Sip Heiftor Mumo ^ame afterwaitdi 
$0 Tanjore, the old daiibitr6^ was ^hentidned, and 
reoomrtteiided to the rs^ih ^fuccedo^ tovhi$:ttkep 
aewan.*--H!BeiHg^ alfced; Of What agte wis the fiaut 
Bier© at that time? he (aidj Of a Vety great age. 
upwards of foiirfcore.- — Being a&eS^ Whether a 
|)erfon called I^aiionga Saba PiUa wa§ not likewife 
named? he |aid^ Yes^ he Jwas, he wa^ reconir 
mended by Sir 'Thdnias' Rumbpld; aind' ofie rcr 
commeridation, as Well as' f can recidleft, went 
, through me^*— Being ft&ed, What was the reifoiV 
of his beingf Fecomitiended ? he- faid^ He Imder-- 
tookto pay off thd i^h's diHbts, andtogjive fe-* 
curity ior the regular payment of thfe rajah^fe i^V^ 
ftalmen*^ t€i the compapy, — Being afkccj, Whether 
'hi ogelf p4 tQ give any fecurity for prciervirig the 

A a 4 f puntry 
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^<{quntry from oppreffion,. and for fupportingL.dic 
dignity of th^ rajah and his people? he faid. He 
dpe? not know that he did, or that it was aiked 
^f him.— ^Being afked. Whether he was a perfon 
jagreeable tfi the rajah? he faid. He was:DOt. — 
Being afked, "Whether he was not a perfipn.who 
had fled put of the country to avoid the rdfent^ 
ment of the rajah? he faidj He was.— —tBeing 
afked, Whetherthe,.wa^iVOt charged by the rajah 
with mal-praftices, and brpagh of truft relative to 
his efFecls?:;he^laid, He W2^; but Jie told itl^e go- 
yernour th>t he wouy account for his /condud, 
and explain qyery thi|ig,tp the fatisfiatdion of the 
rajah* — Being ;?ifkedjf^hecher the rajah did not 
coafider this j»ian a$ i^tjbe intereft of lus enemies, 
and, particularly pf^ ti^xftabob of Aircot >ind Mn 
Ben^eUi ? he faid, He,4pes,jipt recdle<^^at he did 
mentio^i thjs^f )^ hipn; h^remembefs to Have he»jii 
him complain of a traniadipn be^we Kaaonga 
SabaPilla:and Mr. Benflddf but he told him he had 
been guilty, of a variety of rjjal-prjKdices in his ad- 
minifiratjioii, that he hac^oppr^i^ed the people^ 
and defrauded him. — ^Beingaiked, In what branch 
of bufinefs t|ie rajah had f<5fipaerly emj^oyed him? 
he Ciid, He was at qne .time,- he belieyes,/renter of 

I " . ■* 

tjtte whole country, )5fas fuppofed to have great in?- 
fljLience with the rajah, and wajjn faddewa^fom& 
time. — Being afked. Whether the nonaiAation of 
tl^at pian >Y^ pot particularly odious to the rajah?. 

. . he 
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he iktdyHe fomid the rajah's mind fo esoeedingiyi 
averie to that man, that he bdieires lie would aU 
moft as foon have fubmitted to his being 4£(iofedv 
as to fubmit to thef nomination of that xnan to be. 
his prime minifter. i : r ^ , ./: 



•. . -T : < 



..or. . . m: .....^-'it 3th May. - -i'-' -^ 

MR. II^ETRIRbeing>alked,' Whether Ik wasih^ 
formed by<^thfe raj^hj^or by^others^^t Tanjore or 
Madhie^ that M#. iBebfkid^ whijft^he managed thb* 
rev^iaiefi^^t Tihjol'e; during the ufurpation of the 
naibolb^ didmbt l^eati the inhabit^ts wittr gi^at 
Tigour? 'be iaid/lfe did hbor from tb&T^jah^ that 
Mr;Benfield diiit^eat; theinhaliniantSxiarhJi'trigtrubi 
<3uriii^^ tHditinre Be had] any tiiLiffig't6ido,i;iith thet 
^dmini£B*atiaD of the iisvci\Ues jo£ -TanjOi)C}.'^fifeing4 
aihedj Jfihif vrecd^Iibcb ihmrhat p^tib f^^ 

^illkrxa^ah'patrticulirl^^icbmplaiheid, thatigrain baxl 
beesx^ ideliiveritKi \tSiD^ to ^ thcT' inhabitants^ fdc jdie 
purpbf^s:>D£cuki!^ration,(at alhi:gher:pi;ite|iiiaflith£> 
liiYarket ptke of i gi'ain ibithe country^ iie caimotl 
fay the g^iaitdifif^ient^obf prke^ >b\it lit fiiruck 
him at thd time asibm«thiag' ieer)^t)confiderat^ 
—Being alkedj Wtethi^r that monpf Wis 7&-tft^ 
eo^er^ from thfe irihabitarit6?^hi^ikid, the rajalr 
of Tagjctee tol*^ hittH . tha« J^the^ »K>ney was aH 
recov6fed-fr»WpiJfite iSHfeKtantSi—^^iftf^ a&ed'/ 
"Wfeth^ he did'^n!^ hear^thatth^-^Aabob *xaa»ai 

ftxrtn thc^cotifitfjr <rf Tanjofei whSft^he >wrafstiH' 
^' -' poffeffion 
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pd£reffion::€£lt? he laid, FronL^tdibiaccounts.v^ich 
he receiv(^ai Tanjore^ of.the revenues for a num-* 
jDer of years, paft) it. appeadred,. that the nabob, cob 
leded - from the i xoxintry ^ .white he was r m ' pafle£t 
fion, rather more than 16 lacks /)fpagoda6iaifnu-» 
ally; whereas when he was at Tanjore, it did not 
yield more than 9, iafiksir^lfteing afeed. From 
whence stt^ differ en(;t)Stfofe?ate}f4idi 3\SftejVl^* 
jwe. w^3; coni^u^reid fori the.ru^jbpbtlM JiW;fceeft 
Itold that manyith<)u&n4 oft^feA^tiVQin^ 
'fled from the countryi fome iiitotbfc i^wttry of 
Myfore, and: others into the dommiAiHl of /Ch? 
Maicattas ; i^amderfiood ftbtn liie:^jaie wthorltyj^ 
that i^difie the nab«)b.w in poflbfSoii of .4fae coiixi^ 
tfsf^ many faihah^tantte fronLtheiGsunnadckj^Uurcd 
\fy iJie fuperibur fertitityiaiidi opulenotofUjanjorc^ 
^hd encouraged by the Astbob, took xiprlthe^ re<p 
idence 1^01%^' which emibledttie nabob t^.cukii 
^eate tbi \(^Qlei idodniryr;' and^ ufpon the psftbradoi^ 
of theiljaH,^' ^e. has licard^ chat t&Ci Caimatick iof 
habitantsx^^raicaarcied bacd^ to theiit^ own.^ountFy^ 
^tfhidhii left :&j<}opfidsrable jblank iit>tli^;pc^idationy^ 
whtchDiKtodiot^ie^l^Gedt while he wm there^ 'prin^ 
cipally t):\ri»gn^tcri anrfjopiaioOv. Which irpipeyailed 
*hrjQ\*ghith4;6dWI1:ry<,jthatthfi!tajaVstgQYef 
Was not t^,b^e^tf|agu?nt, J»lfiithfttc)ap<^tHfJ5 rpvor 
lutios: was J^l^aj^roatbijlgi ^JH^iJWg fhf n%bob'% • 
gjW^fpm^ntJ, 4h§,.pricfl[VQf.grai^:\faifi qc(n$4?f?Wy 
!Hg^?r.X9.^inS ^^ a^ .^Rwy un)itfu»l ife.»rcity,;^n ,t^ 
Av---'::^q ' Carnatick) 
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Caniatick) than -whiew his was in Tanjore.—- !Rc|n§j 
albed. Whether he^yif^s ev^ in th<2 Mart war cauQ^ 
|ry? h^iaid,;Ye;s; Jfee.wa^ commiflayy tP the aCTiy 
in. that e^p^ditioti.-r-Being ^iik^d^ Whether that 
country was much wafted by the war ? ; he faid^^ 
Fltinder was not permitted to the ariuy, nor did 
(he co>ititry AiScz firem . its oper^tions^ cxcfept iil 
caufing mgny thou&nda of t:he inhabitants wh<J 
had beeniileteploycd ^iiloilihe voiltivatiGn of* tha 
irpuntry, tft-ieavis iftrrrBeingijjiiked^.Whethejr h$ 
j5W)ws what : U done *kh the, ^palape flnd ifthabi^ 
teritsLof-JRaBifiaut? hej faid. The tqwft wasrjtakm 
by &Qmiip^ ^ot piqjpideiif drjbyr^t^ tsroops ; it jviit 
immciii^tcJy dditeuedi up to tlie , baSob'r^ • efetell- 
Hon.. f JSkipg alkedy ."^fKbether. great tichee. w^^^nqt 
fiijppQfed'tOiibe in th&ii palace ajpd tepaplq? he hidf 
It was univerfeHy beli«ivfcdfQ,---r*Bai«gfa^d, Wh3^ 
Mcount was? : given; ciif'^hemf b^ fej4vHe cstnoot 
teU; ev<5ryi4ihing,|-fj»^ed~ln the poflfeflion qf th^ 
^abob.J-Pftbg "^fifecjdi. Wh?t) beeaflw af th^fichih- 
dr^n an4wopaen.0frithfe.femily (rf'tfe^ ^iwfg Of 
that iCQuntfy ? heffiiid,eTfe« rajah WftSiA vpktOlSi 
the government was injthfc handj piS ithe.rggrg^ 
his mother^ £nom ge^v^^al; repoi^fi^jllA j^as heard 
jthey were carried toJlpchinopdy^.T^ttd placed wi 
CQnfinement there,c»B€ixig alkedi,;Wiether h^ 
perceived any diffeccnce ia the face of the Carna* 
tiSck whbn.hc' firft knew it, and when he laft kneMif 
Iti he iaid^ He thinka he 4i'dv particularly in its 

population. 



364 APPENDIX, |^/K-^3l^, 

poptilation. — ^Being alked, ^^kiTMicdier it was better 
or worfe? he faid, It was not m^ populous. — JBeing 
afked. What is the condition aaftfte nabob's eldeft 
fon? he faid, He was in the Blacte.Town of Ma- 
dras, when he left the country^— Being alked. 
Whether he was entertained thei'e in a manner 
fuitable to his birth and i expedations ? he faid. 
No; he lived there withoiit any of thofe exterior 
marks of fplendour which princes of his rank in 
India are particularly fond of. — Being alked, 
Whether he hafe not heard that his appointments 
were poor and mean ? he faid. He hsaA* heard that 
they were not^ equal to his rank and exjpeAations. 
•^Being iaflced. Whether he had any ifaare in the 
govertvment ? J he faid. He bdieves none; for fome 
years pall the nabob has ;delegated moft of the 
{)owers of government to his^^ fecond fori. — Being 
alked. Whether thie rsijah didnot compUtin to him 
of the behayioufbf Mr. Bi^iafield to himfelf per- 
ifonally; and What were the tpatticulair^ ? he faid. 
He did fg, aid Yelated to hitn the following parti- 
Ciildmi^ About fifteen days after lord Pigot^s con- 
filJe1*Mtnt,jMV. Benfield' came toTanjore, and de- 
fitercd thfe ftljah two letters from the then gover- 
flour^ MrJ Stratton, on^ publick, and the other 
private; he demanded ah immediate account of 
the preferits which had been made to lord Pigot, 
payment of the tunkahs, which he (Mr. Benfidd) 
liid received from the nabob upon the country; 
• ■ : and 
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^ and that the rajah fliould only write fiich letteirs to 
the MadraiJ government as Mr. Benfield fliould ap- 
prove, and give to him: the rajah anfweredjthat he 
did not acknowledge the validity of any demands 
made by the na. <)b upon the country; that thofe 
tunkahs related to accounts which he (the rajah) 
had no concern with; that he never had given 
lord Pigot any presents, but lord Pigot had given 
him many; and that, as to his correfporidence 
:with the Madras government, he would not trouble 
Mr. Benfield, becaule he would write his letters 
himfelf. — ^That the rajah told the witnefs, that by 
xeafon of this anfweic he wais much threatened, in 
confequence of which he defired colonel Harper, 
who then commanded at Tanjore, to be prefent at 
his next interview wit'h Mr. Benfield ; when Mr. 
Benfield denied many parts of the preceding con- 
verfation, and threw the blame upon his inter- 
preter Comroo. When Mr. Benfield found (as 
the rajah informed him) that he could not carry 
thefe points, which had brought him to Tanjore, 
he prepared to fet oS^for Madras; that the rajah 
fent him a letter which he had drawn out, in an- 
fwer to one which Mr. Benfield had brought him ; 
that Mr. Benfield difapproved of the anfwer, and 
returned it by Comroo to the durbar, who did 
pot deliver it into the rajah's hands, but threw it 
upon the ground, and expreffed himfelf improperly 
to him^i 

Being 
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' Being afked. Whether it was at the king of 
Tanjore's deilre, that fuch perfons as Mr. Benfield 
and Comroo had been brought into his prefence^ 
lie iaid. The rajah told him, that when lord Pigot 
came to Tanjore, to reftore him to his dominions, 
*Gomroo, without being fent for, or defired to 
come to the palace, had found means to get aecefs 
to his perfon ; he made an offer of introducing 
Mr. Benfield to the rajah, which he declined.—^ 
Being aiked. Whether the military officer conv* 
manding there protected the rajah from the in* 
truiion of fuch people? he faid^ The rajah &A not 
tell him that he called upon the military officer to 
prevent theie intrufions; but that he defred co* 
lonel Harper to be prefent • as a witnefe to what 
ixught pais between him and Mr. Benfidd.. — ^Being 
aiked, If it is u&al for perfons of the conditions 
and occupations of Mr. Benfield and Comroo to 
intrude themfelves into the prefence of the princes 
of the country, and to treat them with fuch free- 
dom? he faid, Certainly it is not } lefe there than 
in any other country.— Being aiked, Whether the 
king of Tanjore has no minifters to whom appli- 
cation might be made to tranfa^l fuch bufineis a^ 
Mr. Benfield and Comroo had to do in the coun- 
try? he iaid. Undoubtedly; his minifter is the 
perfon whofe province it is to traniaft ^hat bufi- 
itefs, — ^Being aiked. Before the invafion of the 
Britifli troo][)s into Tanjore, what would have! 

been 
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hten the confequence^ if Mr. Benfield hadihtruded 
himfelf into tKe rajah's prefence, and behaved in 
that manner? he faid. He could not fay what 
would have been the confequence; but the at« 
tempt would have been madnef^^ and could not 
.have happened. — Being a&cd. Whether the rajah 
hail not particular exceptions to Comroo, and 
thought he had betrayed him in very effential 
points? he faid. Yes, he had. — Being alked. Whe- 
ther the rajah has not been apprized that the com- 
pany have made fiipulations, that their fervants 
fhould not interfere in the concerns of his govern- 
ment? he faid, He fignified it to the rajah, that it 
was the company*s pofitive orders, and that any 
of their fervants fo interfering would incur their 
higheft difpleafure. 
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Referred to from p. 2$o, &c. 

Commiffioners amended daufes for the Fort St. 
George difpatch, relative to the indeterminate 
rights and pretenfions of the nabob of Arcot^ 
and rajah of Tanjore. 

IN our letter of the a 8 th Jam^ry lafl, we fbted 
the reafonablenefs of our expedation that certain 

contributions 
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crontdbutioh^ towards the. expences of the waf^ 
ihouki be made by the rajah of Tanjore^ Siace 
writing that letter, we have received one from 
• the rajah, of the 15th of Odober laft, which con- 
tains at length his reprefentations of his inability 
to make fuch further payment. We think it un- 
neceffary here to difcufs whether thefe repref<S^a- 
. tions are or are not exaggerated, becaufe, from 
the explanations we have given of our wiflies for 
a new arrangement in future, both with the na- 
bob of Arcot, and the rajah of Tanjore, and the 
direftions we have given you to carry that arrange- 
ment into execution, we think it impolitickto in- 
iift upon any demands upon the rajah for the ex- 
pences of the late war, beyond the fum of four 
lacks of pagodas annually; fuch a demand might 
tend to interrupt the harmony which Ihould pre- 
vail between the company and the rajah, and. im- 
pede the great objefts of the general fyftem we 
have al^*cady fo fully explained to you. 

But although it is not our opinion that any fur- 
ther claim fliould be made on the rajah, for his 
fliare of the extraordinary expences of the late 
war, it Js by no means our intention in any man- 
ner to affect the juft claim which the nabob has on 
the rajah for the arrears due to him on account (rf 
peflicuih, for the regular payment of which we 
became guarantee by the treaty of 1762; hut we 
have already expreffed to you our hopes that the 

nabob 
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nabob inay be induced to allow thefc arrears and- 
die growing payments, when due, to be received 
by the company, and carried in difcharge of l^is 
debt to us. You are at the fame time to ufe every 
means to convince him, that when this debt ihall 
be discharged, it is our intention, as we are bound 
by the above treaty, to exert ourfelves to the ut- 
moft of our power to infure the conftant and re- 
gular payment of it into his own hands. 

We obferve, by the plan fent to us by our go- 
vernour of Fort St. George, on the 30th October, 
1 78 1, that an arrangement is there propofed, for 
the receipt of thofe arrears from the rajah, in three 
years. 

• We are unable to decide how far this propofal 
may be confiftent with the prefent ftate of the ra- 
jah's refources ; but we direct you to ufe all pro- 
per means to bring thefe arrears to account as foon 
as poilible, confidently with a due attention to this 
confiderjition. 

Clauses H. 

You will obferve, that by the 38th feftion of 
the late aft of parliament, it is enafted, that for 
fettling upon a permanent foundation the prefent 
indeterminate rights of the nabob of Arcot and 
the rajah of Tanjore, with refpeft to each other, 
we fhould take into our immediate confideiration 
Uie £dd indetenninate rights and pretenfions, and 

Vol. IV. Btr ta}£^ 
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take and purfue fuch meafures as in our judgment 
and difcretion ihall be befi; calculated to afcertain 
and fettle the fame according to the principles, 
and the terms and ftipulations contained in the 
treaty of 1762, between the faid nabob and the 
(aid rajah. 

On a retrofpeA of the proceedings tranfmJtted 
to us from your prefidency, on the fubjeft of the 
difputes which have heretofore arifen between th^ 
nabob and the rajah, we find the following points 
remain unadjufted, viz;. 

J ft. Whether the jaghire of Arnee fliall be en- 
joyed by the nabob, or delivered up either tp thq 
rajah, or the defcendajits of Trei3[ia\d Row, the 
late jaghiredar. 

2d. Whether the fort and dlftrict of Ebinaman<« 
tagoody, which is admitted by both parties to b^ 
within the Marawar, ought .to be poffefTed by the 
nabob, or to be delivered up by him to the rajah. 

3d. To whom the government fhare of the crop 
of the Tanjore country, of the year iJJS'^^ Y^^ 
pcrly belongs. 

Laftly. Whether the rajah has a right, by u^ige 
^nd cuftom,.jor ought, from the neceflity of the 
cafe, lo.be permitted to repair fuch part of .the 
Anicutj.or dam. and fcanks of the Cavery, as lie 
within tlic xiiilrid^of Trichinopoly> and to take- 
earth ' and fand :in th^.'f richinopoly.tefritoryi for 
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the repairs of the dam and banks within either or 
both of thofe diftrifts. 

' * • ■ , ■ 

, In order to obtain a complete knowledge of 
the fafts and circumftances relative to the fevcral 
points in difpute, and how far they are connected 
with the treaty of 1762, we have with great cir* 
cumfpediion examined intb all the materials be- 
fore us on thefe fubjefts, and will proceed to ftate 
to ydu the refult of our ijiijuiries an4 deUbeya-^ 
tions. 

The objects of the treaty of 1762 appear to be 
reftrifted to the arrears of tribute to be paid to 
the nabob for his paft claims, and to the quantum 
of the rajah's future tribute or peihculh) the cam 
celling of a certain bond given by the rajah-s h,^ 
ther to the father of the nabob ; the confirmation 
to the rajah of the diftrifts of Coveladdy and 
Elangaud, and the reftoration of Tremaid Row 
to his jaghire of Arnee, in condefcenfion to the 
i-ajah's requeft, upon certain ftipulations, ^iZir 
That the fort of Arnee and Doby Gudy fhould 
be retained by the nabob; that Tremaul Row 
flioUld not ereft any fortrefs, walled pagoda, or 
other ftrong hold, nor any wall round his dwel^ 
ling*Iifcufe> exceeding eight feet high^ or two feet 
thick; and fhould in all things behave himfelf 
with due obedience to the government; and that 
he fhpuld pay yearly, in the month of July, unto 
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the niibob or hts fucceflbrs, the fum of ten thou*^ 
fand rupees, the rajah thereby becoming the fecu- 
rity for Tremaul Row, that he fhould in all things 
demein and behatVe himfdf accordingly, and pay 
yearly the ftipulated fum. 

Upon a review of this treaty ^ t^ic only point 
now in difpute, which appears to us to be fo im- 
mccSately tonnefted with it, as to bring it widxin 
the ftrift line of our duty to afcertain and fettle, 
according to the terms and flipulations of the 
treaty, is that refpefting Arnee. For although the 
nther points enumerated may in fome refpefts 
have a relation to that treaty, yet as they are fo*^ 
reign to tht purpofes expreffed in it^ and could 
not be in the contemplation of the contracting 
parties at the time of making it, thofe tiifputeii 
cannot in our comprehenfion fall within the line 
of defcription of rights and pretenfions to be now 
afcertained and fettled by us, according to any of 
the terms and ftipulations of it. 

Jn rcfpeft to the jaghire of Arnee, we do not 
find that our records afford us any fatisfa<5lory in- 
formation by what title the rajah claims it, or 
what degree o£ relationfliip or connection has fub- 
fifted between the rs^h and the killidar of Arnee, 
fave only that by the treaty of 1762 thelbrmet 
became the lurety for Tremaul Row'§ performance 
of his engagements fpecified therein, as the coiidi- 
tions for his reftoration to that jaghire ; on the 
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death of Tremaul Row wc perceive that he wat^ 
fucceeded by bis widow, and aftier- her death, by 
his gVandfon Seneewafarow, both of whpm wera 
admitted to the jaghire by the nabob. 

From your minutes of confultation of the 3 ift 
October, 1770, and the nabob's letter to the pne^ 
Cdent, of the 21ft March, 1771, and the two let- 
ters from rajah Beerbur, Atchenur Punt (whoi 
we prefume, was then the nabob's manager at Av^ 
cot) of the J 6th and 18th March, referred to in 
the nabob's letter, and tranfinitted therewith tot 
the prefident, we obferve that, previous to the. 
treaty of 176a, Mr. Pigot concurred in the expe- 
diency of the nabob's taking poffeflion of tbl» 
jaghire, on account of the troublefome and refrac- 
tory behaviour of the-Arnee braminees, by their 
affording proteftion to all difturbers; who, by 
reafon of the little diftance between Arnee and 
Arcot, fled to the former, and were there pro- 
tected, and not given up, though demanded. 

That though the jaghire was reftored in 1762, 
it was done under fuch conditions and reftriftions 
as were thought heft calculated to prefer ve the 
peace and good order of the place, and due obe- 
dience to government. 

That neverthelefs the braminces (quarrelling 
among themfelves) did afterwards, in exprefs vio- 
lation of the treaty, enlift and affemble many thou- 
fand fepoys, and other troops ; that they erefted 
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gaddies, and other fmall forts, provided thexti^ 
lelves with wall pieces, fmall guns, and other war* 
like ftores, and raifed troubles and difturbances in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Arcot, and the 
forts of Arnee^ and Shaw Gaddy ; and that finally 
they imprifoned the hircarrahs of the nabob, fent 
with his letters and inftru£tions, in purfuance of 
the advice bf yoiit bbard, to reqtiire certain of the 
braminees to repair to the nabob at Chepauk, and 
though peremptorily required to repair thither^ 
paid no fegard to thofe, or to any other orders 
&6m the circarv 

py the 1 3th article contained in the inftruftions 
given by the nabob to Mr. Dtiprei, as the bafis for 
niegotiating 4:he treaty made with the rajah in 
1771, the nabob required that the Arnee diftrid 
fliouJd be delivered up to the circar, becaufe the 
braminees had broken the conxJitions Which they 
were to have obferved. In the anCwers given by 
the rajah to thefe propofitions^ he fays, "I am to 
give up to the circar th^ jaghire diflrid of Ar- 
nee 5- an<i on the 7th jpf November, 1771, the 
rajah^ by. letter to Seneewafarow,. who appears by 
your confultations and cpuntry correfpondence to 
have beeji the grandfon of Irema^ul Rq:w, and to 
have been put in poffeffion of the jaghire at your 
recommendation (on the death of hijs grandmo- 
ther) writes, acquainting him, that he had given 
the Arnee country then in ^ (Seneewafarow^s) 
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poffeffionjto the nabob, to whofe auinildars Sc- 
neewafarow was to deliver up the poffeflion of the 
t'Country. And in your letter to us of the -a 8th 
^February, 1772, you certified the diftrict of Arnee 
to be one. of the countries acquired by this treaty, 
and to be of the eftimated value ' of two lacks of 
rupees p6r aravunj. 

In our orders, dated the 12th April, 1775^, we 
declared our determination to replace the rajah 
upon the throne of his anceftors, upon certain 
terms and conditions, tabe agreed upon for the 
Mutual benefit of himfelf and the company, with- 
out infringing the rights of the nabob. We de- 
dared^ that our faith flood pledged by the treaty 
of 1762, to ©btain payment of the rajah's tribute 
ito the aabob ; and ^hat for the enfuring fuch pay- 
ment the fort of Tanjore fliould be garrifoned by 
our troops. Wcidire&ed that you Ihpuld pay no 
regard to the artitle of the treaty of 177 1, which 
refpefted the alienation of part of che »rajah^s do- 
^TOinion*.; and we dedared, that if the nabob had 
not a juft dtle to thofe territories before the cqri- 
.clufion of the treaty, we denied that he obtained 
any right tli'^reby,* except fuch temporary fove- 
Teignty, for fecurihg the payment of his expen.ces, 
jis is* therein mentioned. . »* 

Th^fe inftruclions appear toiiave^been executed 
in the month of April; i7i^76'; and by your letter 
of the 1 4th'May following, you certified to ia§, that 
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the rajah had been put into the pofleiCoct of the 
whole country his father held in 176 a, when the 
treaty was concluded with the nabob ; but we ck> 
not find that you came to any refolution rfther 
antecedent or fubfequerit to this advicCf either for 
queftioning or impeaching the right of the nabd) 
to the fovereignty of Arnee, or expreffive of any 
doubt of his title to it. Nevertheleis we find, that 
although the board paffed no fuch refblution, yet 
your prefident, in his letter to the nabob, of the 
.30th July, and 24th Auguft, called upon his high- 
nefe to give up the poffeflion of Arnee to the 
rajah ; and the rajah himfelf, in feveral letters to 
us, particularly in thofe of ^xft Odober, lyySy 
and the 7th of June, 1777, expreffed his expecta- 
tion of our orders for delivering up that fort and 
diflrid to him ; and fo recently as the 1 5th of Oc- 
tober, 1783, he reminds us of his former appUca^^ 
,tion,,and ftate^, that the country of Arnee being 
guaranteed to him by the company, it of courfe 
. is his right j but that it has not been giveii up to 
him, and he therefore ^arneftly entreats our or- 
ders for putting him into the poffeflion cf it. We 
alfo obferve by your letter of the 14th of Odobcr, 
1779, that the rajah had not then accounted for 
the nabob's pelhcufli fince his r^fioration^ but had 
aifigned as a reafon for hia withdrawing it, that 
the nabob had retained froto him the diflrid of 
Arnee, with a certain other di£tn<^ (Hawamant^ 

goody 
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goody) which^ h made tjbe fubjed of another part 
of our prefent difpatches. 

We have thus ilated to you the refiik of our en- 
quiry into the grounds of the difpute relative to 
Arnee; and as the reiearcfa has offered no evi- 
dence in fupport of the rajah's cku^n, nor even 
any lights whereby we can difcover in what de- 
gree of relationfhip, by confanguinity, caft, or 
other circumftances, the rajah now fiands, or for- 
nieriy flood, with the killidar of Arnee, or the 
nature of his connexion with, or command over, 
that diftrift, or the authority he exercifed or af-. 
fumed previous to. the treaty of 1771, we ihould 
think ourfelves highly reprehenfible in complying 
with the rajah's requeft ; and the more ioj as it is 
cxprefsly ftated, in the treaty of 1762, that this 
fort and diftrift were then in the poffeffion of the 
nabob, as well as the perfon of the jaghiredar, on 
account of his difobedience, and were reftored him 
by the nabob, in condefcenfion to the rajah's re- 
queil, upon fuch terms and ftipulations as could 
not, in our judgment, have been impofed by the 
one, or fubmitted to by the other, if the fove- 
reignty of the one, or the dependency of the 
other, had been at that time a matter of doubt. 

Although thefe materials have not furnifhed us 
with evidence in fupport of the rajah's claim, they 
arc fir from fatisfaclory, to evince the juftice of, 

the political neceility for, the nabob's continu- 
ing 
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ing to \fithhold the jaghire from the defcendants 
of Tremaul Row ; his hereditary right ^ to that 
jaghire feems to us to hate been fuUy retc^tiifed 
ixy the ftipulations of the treaty of 1 762^ and fo 
•little doubted^ that dn his death^his widow was 
itdmitted by .the tizhob .to hold.it, on accbunt, as 
-may bo prefumed, of the nonage of his grandfon 
and heir, Seneewafarow, who appears to have 
•been foniirmed in the jaghire, on her deaths by 
the nabob, as the lineal heir and fuccefibr to his 
grandfather^ 

- With refpecl tb Seneewafarow, it docs iaot ap- 
ipear^ by any of the proceedings in oUr pofleilion, 
(bat he was. concerned in the snifconduA of the 
.braminees, complaihed of by the nabob in the 
year.. 1770, which rendered it neceffary for his 
highnefs to take the . jaghire into his owa hands^ 
jor that he was privy to, or could have prevented 
ithofe diflurbances. 

- We therefore direct, that if the heir of Tre- 
maul Row is not at prefent in poiTefEon of ' the 
jaghire^ and has not, by any violation io£ thp 
treaty^ or aft of difobedience, incuri^ed a forfei- 
ture thereof, he be fortliwith reftored to the pot 
feilion of it, according to the terms and . j^pula- 
tions of the treaty of 1762. But if any powerful 
motive of regard to die peace and tranquillity of 
the Carnatick Ihall in your judgment render it ex- 
pedient to fufpend the. execution of thefa ord€4l|i^ 

in 
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\n tiiat cafe you are /NHth all convenient fpberf. i^ 
tranfrt^it to us your proceedings; thereuppQ^ witi 
the fulMlate of thefafts,ancl of the reafons wjhi^ 
have actuated your conduft. . , 

We have* before given it as our opinion that ths 
ftipulatipns of the treaty of 1762 dp not apply tg 
the point^s remaining to be decided. But the latg 
aft of parliament having, from the nature of puf 
connexion with the two powers in the Carnatick^ 
pointed put the expediency, and even neceffityi 
of fettling the feveral matters in difpute b^tweej* 
them, by a fpeedy and permanent arrangement^ 
we now proceed to give you our inftruclions upps 
the' feveral other heads of difputes before ^nupi^ff 
rated. - ^ 

With refpecl to the fort and diftrid of Haiig* 
mantagoody, we obferve that on the reftpratip© 
of the rajah in 1776, you informed us in your fell' 
ter of the 14th of May—'' That the rajali ha4 
^•^ been piy^into pofTeffion of the whole of the cpun- 
^* try hy ather held in. 1762 when the treaty WM 
^'concluded with the nabob j** and on the f^th 
of June ,you came to* the refolution of putti^ig tk§ 

1 ... 

rajah int0 pofleffion of Hariamantagopdy, on !th§ 
ground of .its appearing . on reference tp the T^fh 
bob's inftruftions to Mr. Dupre in June, 176^*1 
to his reply, and to the rajah's reprefentationis qf 
2 5th March,, 1771 ; tha^t Hanamantagpody. was 
actually in the .hands of the late rajah at the tmm 
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of nuking the treaty of 1 762. We hare referred 
U well to thofe papers as to all the other proceed- 
ings on this fubjedl, and miiil confefe they fall 
very fliort of demonftrating to us the truth of that 
faft. And we find, by the fecret confultations'of 
Fort William, of the 7th of Auguft, 1776, that 
the fame doubt was entertained by our govcrnour 
general and council. 

But whether, in point of faft, the late rajah was 
or was not in poffeflion of Hanamantagoody, in 
1762, it is notorious 'that the nabob had always 
claimed the dominion of the countries of which 
this fort and diftricl are a part. 

We obferve, that the nabob is now in the a^ual 
poffeflion of this fort and diftricl; and we arc not 
warranted, by any document we have feen, to 
concur with the wifhes of the rajah to difpofleis 
him, 

^ With regard to the government iharc of the 
crop of 1775'6» we oblcrvc by the dobecr's me* 
morandum, recited in your confultations of the 
13th of May, 1776, that it was the eftabUfhed cuf* 
tom of the Tanjore country to gather in the har^ 
vefty and complete the collections within the month 
of March ; but that, for the caufes therein particu* 
larly ftated, the harveft (and of courfe the collec* 
lion of the government ihare of the crop) was de- 
layed till the month of March was over. We alfo 
obferve, that the rajah was not reftored to his 

kingdom 
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kingdom-undl the iidi of April, 1776; and from 
hence we infer, that if the harveft and colledtiott 
had been finifhed at the ufual time«, the nabob 
(being theti fovereign of the country) would have 
received the full benefit of that year's crop* 

Although the harveft and collection were de- 
layed beyond the ufual time, yet we find by the 
proceedings of your government, and particularly 
by Mr. Mackay's minute of the 29th of May, 
1776, and alfo by the dobeer's account, that the 
greateft part of the grain was cut down whilft 
the habob remained in the government of the 
country. 

It is difficult, from the contradiftory allegations 
on the fuhgeft, to afcertain what was the precife 
Amount of the colleftions made after the nabob 
ceafed to have the poffeffion of the country. But 
whatever It was, it appears from general Stuart*s 
letter of the 2d of April, 1777^ that itjiadbeen 
afferted with good authority, that the far greater 
part of the government fliare of the crop wa^ plun- 
d'ered by individuals, and never came to account 
in the rajah^s treafury* 

Under all the circumftances of this cafe, we muft 
be of opinion, that the government fhare of the 
crop of 1776 belonged to the nabob, as the then 
reigning fovereign of the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
being de fa£lo^ in the full and abfolute poffeffion 
4ii the government thereof, and confequently that 
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the aflignments made by him of the goverilmeftf 
ihsure of the crop were valid. 

Ncverthelefs, we would by no means be under* 
{lood by this opinion to fuggeft, that any further 
demands ought to be made upon the rajab^ in re- 
fpecl of fuch parts of the governmexit ihare of the 
titop as were colle<5le.d by his people. 

For, on the contrary, after fo gres^t a length of 
time as hath elapfed, we ftiould think it highly un- 
Jlxft that the rajah fliould be now compelled, either 
to pay the fuppofed balances, whatever they.jnay 
fed, or be called upon to render a fpeciiick account 
6f the collection made by his people. 

The rajah has already, in his letter to governour 
Strattpn, of the 21ft of April, 1777, given his af- 
fb ranee, that the produce of the preceding year, 
accounted for to him, was little more than one 
kck of pagodas ; and as you have acquainted us, 
fcy your letter of the 14th of October, 1779.. that 
the rajah has, actually paid into our tyeafury one 
lack of pagodas, by way of depofit, on account 
ef the nabob's claims to the crop, till our fenti* 
Jrients fliould be known, we dired you to furceafe 
any further demands from the rajah on that ac- 
count. 

. We learn by the proceedings, and particularly 
hf the nabob's letter to lord Pigot, of the 6th of 
/lily, 1776, that the nabob previous to the reftot 
f aCion of the rajali, aftually made aflignments, or 
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granted tuncaws of the whole of his flis^re 6fe the 
crop to his creditors and troops j and that your 
government (entertaining the lame opinion as 
we do upon the queftion of right to that Ihare) 
by letter to the rajah of the 2.0th of Auguft, 1776, 
recommended to him " to reftore to Mr. Benfield 

(one of the principal affignees or tuncaw-holders 

of the nabob) the grain of the laft year,* which 
^' was in poffeffion of his people, and faid to be 

forcibly taken from them; and further, to give 
^' Mr. Benfield all reafonable affiftance in recover* 
^^ ing fuch debts as fliould appear to have been 
** juftly due to him from the inhabitants; and ac- , 
^' qu^tinted the rajah, tiiat it had been judged by 
^ a majority of the council, that it was the icom*' 
f^ pany's intention to let the nabob have the pro- 
♦' duce of the crop of 1776, but that you had no 
^^ intjcntion that the rajah fliould be accountable 
*' for more than the governpient fliare, whatever 
^^ that might be J and that you did not mean ta 
^' do more than recomniend to him to fee juftice 
*^ done, leaving the manner and time tQ himfelf." 
Subfcquent reprefentations appear to have beei> 
made to the rajah by your government on thp 
i^m^ fvibjeft, ^n favour of the nabob's mprtr 
gages. .'^ ■ \ . i 

In anfwer to thefe applications, the raja))) in hi^ 
letter to Mr. Stratton, of the 1 2th Janxi^ry,. 1777, 
acquainted you, ** that he had giyeii jor^era .t $1 
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^ Q)e£ting the grain which Mr. Benfidd had ho^d 
•* up in his country; and with regard to the 

money due to him by the farmers, that he had 
^ defired Mr. Benfield to bring accounts of it, that 
** he might limit a time for. the payment of it, 
*• proportionably to their ability, and that the ne- 
•* ceflary orders for flopping this money out of 
•* the inhabitants fhare of the crop, had been fent 
•* to the ryots and aumildars; that Mr. Benfield's 

gomafiah was then prefent there, and overfaw 

his affairs; and that in every thing that was juft 
** he (the rajah) willingly obeyed our governour 
^* and council.*' 

Our opinion being, that the rajah ought to be 
anfwerable for no more than the amount of what 
he admits was collcfted by his people for the go- 
vernment fhare of the crop; and the proceedings 
before us not fufficiently explaining whether, in 
the fum which the rajah, by his before-mention- 
ed letter of the 2ifl April, lyyy^ admits to have 
collected, are included thofe parts of the govern- . 
ment fhare of the crop which were taken by his 
people from Mr. Benfield, or from any other of 
the a0ignees, or tuncaw-holders ; ^and uninformed 
as we alfo are, what compenfatlon the rajah has 05 
has not m^de to Mr. Benfield, or any other of th« 
parties from whom the grain was taken by the ra- - 
jah*5 people; or whether, by means of the rajah's 
r€&£U fo to do, or from any other circumflance. 
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8iny of the perfons difpoffeffed of their grain, may 
have had recourfe to the nabob for fatisfadion ; 
we are, for thefe reafons, incompetent to form a 
piroper judgment what difpofition ought in juftice 
to be made of the one lack of pagodas depofited 
by the rajah* But as our fentiments and inten- 
tions are fo fully expreffed upon the whble fubjeft, 
we prefume you, who are upon the fpot, can have 
no doubt or difficulty in making fuch an applica- 
tion of the depofit as will be confiftent with thofe 
principles of juftice whereon our fentiments are 
founded. But fliould any fuch difficulty fuggeft 
itfelf, you will fufpend any application of the depo* 
lit, until you have fully explained the fame to uS, 
and have received our further orders. 

With refped to the repairs of the Anicut and 
banks of the Cavery, we have upoii various ocCa- 
(ions fully expreffed to you our fentiments, and 
in particular, in our general letter of the 4th July 
1777, we referred you to the inveftigation and 
correfpondence on that fubjeft of the year 1764, 
and to the report made by Mr. James Boufchier, 
on his perfonal furvey of the waters, and to feve- 
ral letters of the year 1765 and 1767; wealfo,' by 
cur faid general letter, acquainted you^ that it 
appeared to us perfeftly reafonable that the rajah* 
fliould be permitted to repair thofe banks, and ihe 
Anicut, in the fame manner as had been praftifed 
in times paftj and we direAed you to eftablifh 
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fuch regulations, by rrferencc to former ufage, for 
keeping the faid banks in repair, as would be 
cffechial, and remove aH caufe of complaint in 

future. 

Notwithftanding fuch our inftruclions, the ra- 
jah, in his letter to us of the 15th October 1783, 
complains of the deftruftion of the Anient ; and 
as the cultivation of the Tanjore country appears, 
by all the furvcys and reports of our engineers em- 
ployed on that fervice, to depend altogether on a 
fupply of water by the Cavery, which can only be 
fecurcd by keeping the Anient and banks in re- 
pair, we think it neceflary to repeat to you our 
wders of the 4th July 1777, on the iubjecl of thofe 
repairs. 

And further, as it appears, by the furvey and 
report of Mr. Pringle, that thofe repairs are attend-* 
ed with a much heavier expence when done with 
materials taken from the Tanjore diftrift, than 
with thofe of Trichinopoly^ and that the laft men- 
tioned materials are far preferable to the other, it 
is our order, that if any occurrences fhould make 
it neceflary or expedient, you apply to the nabob 
in our name, to defire that his highnefs will permit 
proper fpots of ground to be fet out, and bounded 
by proper marks on the Trichinopoly fide, where 
the rajah and his people may at all times take fand 
and earth fufllcicnt for thefe repairs ; and that his 
highnefs will grant his leafe of fuch {pots of land 

fwr 
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for a certain term of years to the company, at a 
reafonable annual rent, to the intent that through 
you the cultivation of the Tanjoi*e country may 
be fecured, vithout infringing or impairing the 
rights of the nabob. 

If any attempts have been, or fliall be hereafter 
made to divert the water from the Cavery into 
the Coleroon, ty contrafting the current of the 
Upper or Lower Cavery, by plaiiting Idng grafs^ 
as mentioned in Mr* Pringle's report, or by any 
other means, we have no doubt his highnefs, on a 
proper reprefentation to him in our name, will 
prevent his people from taking any meafures de* 
trimental to the Tanjore country, in the profpe*. 
rity of which his highnefs, as well as the company, 
is materially interefted* 

Should you fucceed in reconciling the ilabob to 
this meafure, we think it but juft, that the pro** 
pofed leafe fliall remain no longer in force than 
whilft the rajah fliall be punftual in the payment pf 
the annual peflicuflx to the nabob, as well as the 
rent to be referved for the fpots of ground* And 
in order efFeftually to remove all future occafions 
of jealoufy and complaint between the parties, 
that the rajah on the one hand may be fatisfied 
that all neceflary works for the cultivation of his 
country will be made and kept in repair;, and that 
the nabob on the other hand may be fatisfied that 
no encroachment on his rights can be made, nor 

CJ c 2 any 
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any works detrimental to the fertility of his coun- 
try erefted ; wc think it proper that it fhould be 
recommended to the parties, as a part of the ad- 
juftment of this very important point, that fkilful 
engineers, appointed by the company, be employed 
at the rajah's cxpcnce to conduft all the necdffary 
works, with the ftricleft attention to the refpec- 
tive rights and interefts of both parties. This will 
remove every probability of injury or difpute ; 
but fhould either party unexpectedly conceive 
themfdves to be injured, immediate redrefs might 
be obtained by application to the government of 
Madr^ under whofe appointment the engineer 
will act, without any difcuflion between the parties, 
which might difturb that harmony which it is fo 
much the wifli of the company to eftablifh and 
preferve, as eflential to the profperity and peace of 
the Carnatick. 

Having now, in obedience to the directions of 
the aft of parliament, upon the fuUeft confidera- 
tion of the indeterminate rights and pretcniions 
frf the xizhob and rajah, pointed out fuch meafures 
Itnd arrangements as in our judgment and difcre^ 
tion will be bed calculated to afcertain and fettle 
the fame, we hope, that upon a candid confidera* 
.tion of the whole fyftem, although each of the 
parties may feel difappointed in our decifion on 
particular points, they will be convinced that we 
have been guided in our inveftigatiort by principles . 

.... of 
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of ftrlft juftice and impartiality, and that the mdft 
anxious attention has been paid to the- fubftantial 
interefts of both parties, and fuch a general and 
comprehenfive plan of arrangement propofed, as 
will moft effectually prevent a^ future diffatisfac- 
tion. 

Approved by the board. 

HENRY DUNPAS, 

Whitehall, WALSINGHAM, 

Odober 27, 1784, W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE, 



APPENDIX, No. 9. 

B-cferred to from p. 279 and 287. 

jExtraft of a letter from the Coiirt of Direftors, 
to the Prefidcnt and Council of Fort St. George, 
as amended and approved by the Board of Con- 
trol 

WE have taken into our confideration the fc- 
veral advices and papers receiyed from India, re- 
lative to the afEgnment of the revenues of the 
Carnatick, from the conclufion of the Bengal 
treaty to the date of your letter in October 1783, 

C c 3 together 
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together with the reprefentations of the nabob of 
the Carnatick upon that fubjeft; and although 
we might contend, that the agreement fhould fub- 
fift till we are fully reimburfed his highnefs's pro- 
portion of the cypences of the war, yet from a 
principle of moderation and perfonal attachment 
to our old ally, his highnefs the nabob of the Car- 
natick, fox whofe dignity and ' happinefs we are 
ever folicitous, and to cement more ftrongly, if 
poilible, that mutual harmony and confidence 
which our connexion makes fo effentially necef- 
fary for our reciprocal fafety and welfare, and for 
re?noving from his mind every idea offecret defign on 
our part to lejfen his authority over the internal go- 
vemment of the Carnatick^ and the colleftion and 
adminiftration of its revenues, we have refolved 
that the aflignment fliall be furrendered ; and we 
do accordingly direft our prefident, in whofe name 
the aflignment was taken, without delay^ to furren- 
der the fame to his highnefs. But while we have 
adopted this refolution, we repofe entire confi- 
dence in his highnefs, that, aduated by the fame 
motives of liberality, and feelings of old friendfliip 
and alliance, he will chearfuUy and inftantly ac- 
cede to fuch arrangements as are neceflary to be 
adopted for our common fafety, and for preferv- 
ing the refpcct, rights, and interefts we enjoy in 
the Carnatick. The following are the heads and 
principles of fuch an arrangement as we are deci- 

fively 
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lively of opinion hiuft be adopted for thefe pur- 
pofes, viz. 

That for making a provifion for difcharging the 
nabob's juft debts to the company and individuals 
(for the payment of which his highnefs has fo fre- 
quently expreffed the greateft folicitude) the nabob 
Jhall give fottcar fecuritj for the pundual payment ^ by 
injlalments^ into the company's treafury, of twelve 
lacks of pagodas per annum (as voluntarily pro*- 
pofed by his highnefs) until thofe debts, with inte- 
reft, fhall be difcharged; and fliall alfo confent 
that the equitable provifion lately made by the Bri- 
tifli legiflature for the liquidation of thofe debts, 
and fuch refolutions and determinations as we fhall 
hereafter make^ under the authority of that pVovi- 
fion for the liquidation and adjuftment of the faid 
debts, bondjide incurred, fhall be carried into full 
force and effeft. 

Should any difficulty arife between his highnefs 
and our government of Fort St. George, in refpeft 
to the refponfibility of t}j4: foucar feciirity^ or the times 
and terms of the inflalmcnts, it is our pleafure that 
you pay obedience to the orders and refolutions of 
our governour general and council of Bengal in 
refpecl thereto, not . doubling but the nabob will 
in fuch cafe confent to abide by the determination 
of our faid fupreme government. 

Although, from the great confidence we repofe 
m the honour and integrity of tlic nabob, and 

C c 4 from 
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from an earneft defire not to fubjed him to any 
cnibarraffment on this occafion, we have not pro- 
pofed any fpccifick aflignmcnt of territory or re- 
venue for fecuring the payments aforeiaid, we 
neverthelefs think it our duty, as well to the pri- 
vate creditors, whofe interefts in this refpeft have 
been fo folcmnly intruded to us by the late aft oif 
parliament, as from regard to the debt due to the 
company, to, infift on a declaration that, in the 
event of the failure of the fecurity propofed, or in 
default of payment at the ftipulated periods, we 
referve to ourfelves full right to demand of the 
nabob fuch additional fecurity ^ by aflignment on his 
country, as ftiall be effeftual for anfwering the 
" purpofcs of the agreement. 

After having conciliated the mind of the nabob 
to this meafure, and adjufted the particulars, you 
are to ^arry the fame into execution by a formal , 
deed between his highnefs and the company, ac- 
cording to the tenour of thefe inftrudions. 

As the adminiftration of th6 Britiih interefts • 
and connections in India has in fome refpects af- 
fumed a new fliape by the late ad of parUament, 
and a general peace in India has been happily ac- 
compliQicd, the prefent appears to us to be the * 
proper period, and which cannot without great.,; 
imprudence be omitted, to fettle and arrange, by . 
a juft and equitable treaty, a plan for the future - 
defence and proteftion of the Carnatick, both in -.. 

time '^ 



■^ 
1 






TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH, 395 

time of peace and war, on a folid and laftin^ 
foundation. 

For the accomplifhment of this great and necet 
fary objeft, we direft you, in the name of the com* 
pany, to ufe your utmoft endeavours to imprefe 
the expediency of, and the good efFefts to be dep- 
rived from, this meafure, fo ftrongly upon the 
minds of the nabob and the rajah of Tanjore, as 
to prevail upon them, jointly or feparately, to en- 
ter into one or more treaty or treaties with the 
company, grounded on this principle of equity, 
That all the cor^tracling parties fliall be bound tq 
contribute jointly to the fupport of the military 
force and garrifons, as well in peace as in war. 

That the military peace eftabliftiment fliall be - 
forthwith fettled and adjufted by the company, in 
purfuance of the authority and direclions given 
to them by the late a3t of parliament. 

As the payment of the troops and garrifons, ocr 
cafional expenccs in the repairs and improvements 
of fortifications, and other fervices incidental to a 
military eflablifliment, muft of neceflity be punc- 
tual and accurate, no latitude of perfonal affur^ncq 
or reciprocal confidence of either of the parties 
on the other, muft be accepted or required; but the 
nabob and rajah muft of neceflity fpecify particu- 
lar diftricts and revenues for fecuring the due and 
regular payment of their contributions into the 
treafury of the company, with whom the charge 

of 
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of the defence of the coaft, and of courfe the 
power of the fword, muft be exclufively intrufted, 
with power for the company, in cafe of failure 
or default of fuch payments, at the ftipulated 
times and feafons, to enter upon and poffefs fuch 
diflrids, and to let the fame to renters, to be 
confirmed by the nabob and the rajah refpcclively ; 
but trufdng that in the execution of this part of 
the arrangement no undue obftruftion will be 
given by either of thofe powers, we direct, that 
this part of the treaty be coupled with a moft po- 
fitive affurance, on our part, of our determina- 
tion to fupport the dignity and authority of the 
nabob and rajah, in the exclufive adminiftration 
of the civil government and revenues of their re- 
Ipeftive countries ; and further, that in cafe of anj 
hoftility committed againft the territories of either 
of the contracling parties, on the coaft of Goro- 
mandel, the whole revenues of their refpeclive 
territories fhall be confidered as one common 
ftock, to be appropriated in the common caufe of 
their defence — Tliat the company on their part 
fhall engage to refrain, during the war^ from the 
application of any part of their revenues to any 
commercial purpofes whatfoever, but apply the 
whole, favc only the ordinary charges of their 
civil government, to the purpofes of the war— 
That the nabob and the rajali fliall in like manner 
engage On thcit parts to refrain, during the war, 

from 
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from the application of any part of their revenues, 
favc only what (hall be aftually neceffary for the 
fupport of themfelves, and the civil government 
of their refpedive countries, to any other pur- 
pofes than that of defraying the expences of fuch 
military operations as the company may find it 
neccflary to carry on for the common fafety of 
their interefts on the coaft of Coromandel. 

And to obviate any difficulties or mifunderftand- 
ing which might arife from leaving indeterminate 
the fum neceffary to be appropriated for the civil 
cftablijfhment of each of the refpeclive powers, 
that the fum be now afcertained which is indif- 
penfably neceffary to be applied to thofe purpofesj 
and which is to be held facred under every emer- 
gency, and fet apart previous to the application of 
the reft of the revenues, as hereby ftipulated, for 
the purpofes of mutual or common defence againft 
any enemy, for clearing the incumbrance which 
may have become neceffarily incurred in addition 
to the expenditure of thofe revenues which mujl be 
always deemed part of the war ejiablijloment. This 
we think abfolutely neceffary, as nothing can tend 
fo much to the prefervation of peace, and to pre- 
vent the renewal of hoftilities, as the early putting 
the finances of the feveral powers upon a clear 
footing; and the fliewing to all other powei's, 
that the company, the nabob, and the rajah, are . 
firmly united in one common caufe, and cpmbined 

in 



in one fydem of permanent and vigorous defence^ 
for the preferration of their reipeAive territories^ 
and the general tranquillity. 

That the whole aggregate revenue of the con** 
trailing parties fliall, during the war, be under the 
application of the company, and fhall continue as 
long after the war as Jhall be neceffary^ to difchar^ 
the burthens contrailed by it ; but it muft be de- 
clared, that this proviiion fhall in no reQ>6<5l exf 
tend to deprive eithel* the nabob or the rajah of 
the fubfiantial authority neceffiiry to th^ collection 
of the revenues of their refpeftive countries. But 
it is meant that they fhall faithfully perform the 
conditions of this arrangement ; and if a divifion 
of any part bf the revenues, to any other than the 
ftipulated purpofes, fhall take place, the company 
ihall be entitled to take upon themfdves the col- , 
leftion of the revenue. 

The company are to engage, during the time * 
they fhall adminifter the revenues, to produce to 
the other contracting parties regular accounts of 
the application thereof to the purpofes ftipulated 
by the Jtreaty, and faithfully apply them in fup- I 
port of the war. 

Aud laflly, as the defence of the Carnatick is ^; 
thus to reft with the company, the nabob fhall be f* 
fatisfied of the propriety of avoiding all unnecef- ^ 
fary expence, and will therefore agree not to main- 4 
tain a greater number of troops than fhall be ne- i 

ceffary 
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ccffary for the fupport of his dignity, apd the 
fplendour of the durbar, which number iball be 
fpecified in the treaty ; and if any military aid h 
requifite for the fccurity and collecHon of his re- 
venues, other than the fixed eftabliflxment employ* 
ed to enforce the ordinary coUeftions, and prefervc 
the police of the country, the company muft be 
bound to furnilh him with fuch aid: the rajah <rf 
Tanjore muft likewifc become bound by fimilar 
engagements, and be entitled to fimilar aid. 

As, in virtue of the powers vefted in lord Ata- 
cartney, by the agreement of December, 1781^ 
fundry leafes> of various periods, hav^ been grant* 
ed to renters, we direft, that you apply to the na*- ^ 
bob, in our name, for his cjonfent, that they may 
be permitted to bold their leafcs to the end of th« 
ftipulated term \ and we have great reliance* o» 
the liberality and fpirit of accommodation manl- 
fcfted by the nabob on fo many occafions;, that he 
will be difpofed to axrqoidGce in a propofition £b 
jujl and reafhmAle; hut if, cpntrary to our expec^ 
tatioois, his htghnefs ihould be imi^refied wkb any 
parttcufaiF averfion to comply with this propofi-^ 
tion, wc do not defire you to infift upon it as an 
effential part q£ the axrangement to take place be» 
tween us ; but in that event you muft take e^e^ 

♦ Yox, the ground of this *^ great reliance," fee the papers in 
this AppentHx, No. 5. ; as alfo the nabob's Ictiers to the court 
©f dirc^or^ in this App«n<Kx, No. 10, 

cial 
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cial care to give fuch indemnification to the ren- 
ters for any lols they may fuftain, as you judge to 
be reafonable. 

It equally concerns the honour of our govern- 
ment, that fuch natives as may have been put in 
any degree of authority over the colledions, in 
confequchce of the deed of affignment, and who 
have proved faithful to their truft, fliall not fuffer 
inconvenience on account of their fidelity. 

Having thus given our fentiments at large, as 
well for the furrender of the affignment, as with 
regard to thofe arrangements which we think ne- 
ceffary to adopt in confequence thereof, we can- 
not difmifs this fubjeft without exprefling our 
higheft approbation of the ability^ moderation^ and 
command of temper j with which our prefident at 
Madras has condufled himfelf in the management 
of a very delicate and embarraffing fituation. His 
conduft, and that of the feleft committee of Fort 
St. George, in the execution of the truft delegated 
to lord Macartney, by the nabob Mahomed Ally, 
has been vigorous and efiedual, for the purpofe 
of realizing as great a revenue, at a crifis of necef- 
fity, as the nature of the cafe admitted ; and the 
imputation of corruption, fuggefted in fome of the 
proceedings, s^pears to be totally groundleis and 
unwarranted. 

While we find fo much to applaud, it is with 
regret we are induced to advert to any thing 

which 
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which may appear worthy of blame, as the ftep of 
iffuing the Torana Chits in lord Macartney's own 
name can only be juftified upon the ground of ab- , 
folutc neceflity ; * and as his lordfhip had every 
reafon to believe that the demand, when made, 
would be irkfome and difagreeable to the feelings 
of Mahomed Ally, every precaution ought to have 
been ufed, and more time allowed, for proving 
that neceflity, by previous afts of addrefs, civility, 
and conciliation, applied for the purpofes of ob- 
taining his authority to fuch a meafure. It apn 
pears to us, that more of this might have been 
ufed ; and therefore we cannot confider the omif- 
fion of it as blamelefs, confiftent with our wifhes 
of fanftifying no aft contrary to the fpirit of the 
agreement, or derogatory to the authority of the 
nabob of the Carnatick, in the excrcife of any of 



* For the full proof of this neceffity, lord Macartney's whole 
correfpondence on the fuhje^ may be referred to. Without the 
adhere condemned, not one of the a^s commended in the pre* 
ceding paragraph could be performed. By referring to the na- 
bob's letters in this Appendix it will be feen what fort of talk 
a governour has on his hands, who is to ufe, according to the di« 
redtion of this letter, *^ adts of addrefs, civility, and conciliation, 
and to pay, upon all occaiions, the highejt attention** to perfons, 
who at the very time are fnlfeiy, and in the groO^ed terms, ac- 
tufing him of peculation, corruption, treafon, and every fpecies 
of malverlation in office. The recommendation, under menaces 
of fuch behaviour, and under fuch circumflances, conveys a lef- 
fon, the tendency of which cannot be mifundsrftood. 

his 
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his juft rights, in the government o£ the people 
under his authority. 

Wef likewife obferve, the nabob has Gomplained 
that no official communication was made to him 
of the peace, for near a month after the cefl&tion 
of arms took place. This, and every other mark 
of difrefpeft to the nabob, will ever appear highly 
reprehf nfible in our eyes ; and we direct that you 
do, upon all occafions, pay the higheft attention to 
him and his family. 

Lord Macartney, in his minute of the 9th of 
September laft, has been fully under our confide* 
ration : we fliall ever- applaud the prudence and 
forefight of our fervants, which induces them to 
Collect and communicate to us, every opinion, or 
even ground of fufpicion, they may entertain, re- 
lative to any of the powers in India, with whofe 
conduft our intereft, and the fafety of our fettle- 
ttients, is effentially connefted* At the fame time 
We earneftly recommend, that thofe opinidns and 
fpeculations be communicated to us with pru* 
dence, difcretion, aiid altpoflible fecrecy ; and the 
terms in which . they are conveyed be exprejfed in a 
manner as little offenjive as poffible to the powers whom 
f hey may concern^ and into whofe hands they may falL^ 

We 

* The delicacy here recommended in the exprtjiima concern- 
ing condud ** with which the fafety of our fcttlcments is cflcn- 
" tially conneded/' is a leflbn of the fame nature with the for- 
mer. 
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We next proceed to give you bur fentiments 
refpefting the private debts of the nabob ; and we 
cannot but acknowledge^ that the origin and juftice, 
both of the loan of 1767, and the loan of 1777, 
commonly called the cavalry loan, appear to us ^ 
clear and indifputable, agreeable to the true fenfe 
and fpirit of the late aft of parliament. 

In fpeaking of the loan of 1767, we are to be 
underftood as fpeaking of the debt as conftituted 
by the original bonds of that year, bearing intereft 
at 10/. per cent. ; and therefore, if any of the na- 
^ bob's creditors, under a pretence that their debts 
made part of the confolidated debt of 1767, al- 
though fecured by bonds of a fubfequent date, 
carrying an intereft exceeding 1 o/. per cent, fliall 
claim the benefit of the following orders, we di- , 
reft that you pay no regard to fuch claims, \yith- 
out further efpecial inftruftions for that purpofe. 

With refpeft to the confolidated debt of 1777 y 
it certainly ftands upon a lefs favourable footing. 

mcr. Dangerous deiigns, if truly^ fuch, ought to be exprefled 
accotding to their nature and qualities; and as for the fecrecy 
recommended concerning the dedgns here alluded to, nothing 
can be more abfurd, as thejr appear very fully and diredlly in 
the papers publifhed by the authority of the court of dirediors 
in 1775* and may be ealily difcerned from the proportions for 
the Bengal treaty, publiihcd in the Reports of the Committee 
of Secrecy, and in the Reports of the Selcdi Committee. The 
keeping of fuch fecrets too long has been one caufe of the Car- 
natick war, and of the ruin of our affairs in India. 

Vol.. IV. Pd So 
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So early as the 27 th March, 1769, it was or- 
dered by our then prefident and council of Fort 
St. George, that for the preventing all perfons 
living under the company's proteftion from hav- 
ing any dealings with any of the country powers^ 
or their mUiifters, without the knowledge or con- 
fent of the board, an advertifemcnt flxonld be pub- 
Hflicd, by fixing it up at the fea-gat€, and fending 
round a copy to the company^s fervants and inha- 
bitants, and to the different fubordinates, and our 
garrifons, and giving it out in general orders; 
ftating therein, that the prefident and council did 
confider the irreverfible order of the court of di- 
reftors of the year 1 7 1 4 (whereby their people 
were prohibited from having any dealings with 
the country governments in money matters)^ to be 
in foil force and vigour j and thereby exprefely 
forbidding all fervants of the company, and other 
Europeans under their jurifdiftion, to itlake k>ans, 
©r have any money tranfaftions with any of the 
princes or fl:ates in India, without fpecial licence 
and permifEon of the prefident and council for 
the time being, except only in the particular cafes 
there mentioned; and declaring, that any wilful 
deviation therefrom fhould be deemed a breach of 
orders, and treated as fuch. And on the 4th of 
March 1778, it was refolved by our prefident and 
council of Fort St. George, that the confolidated 
debt of 1777 was not, on any refpeft whatever, 

cbnduded 



\ 






TO THE PRECEDING ftPEECH. '^^^ 

t6ndufted under the aufpices or proteftion of that 
government ; and on the circumftance of the coii« 
folidation of the faid debt being made known to 
us, we did, on the 23d of December, 1778, write 
to you in the following terms : *^ Your account 
** of the nabob's private debts is very alarming ; 
** but from whatever caufe or caufes thofe debts 
*^ have been contraftcd or increafed, we hereby 
repeat our orders, that the fandion of the com- 
pany be on no account given to any kind of fe- 
curity for the payment or liquidation of any 
part thereof (except by the exprefe authority of 
the court of direftors) on any account or pre- . 
*• tence whatever/* 

The loan of 1777, therefore, has no fanftion of 
authority from us; and in conlidering the Situa- 
tion and circumftances of this loan, we cannot 
oniit to obferve, that tJie creditors could not be 
ignorant how greatly the affairs of the nabob were 
at that time deranged, and that his debt to the 
company was then very confiderable; the pay- 
ment of which the parties took the moft eflfedusd 
means to poftpone, by procuring an aifign'ment 
of fuch fpecifick revenues, for the difcharge of 
their own debts, as alone could have enabled the 
nabob to have difcharged that of the company. 

Under all thefe circumftances, we ihould be 
warranted to refufe our aid or proteftion in the 
recovery of this loan ; but when we confide^' the 

D d a inexpediency 
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inexpediency of keeping the fubjed of the nabob's 
debts longer afloat than is abfolutely neceflary; 
when we confider how much the final conclufion of 
this bufinefs will tend to promote tranquillity, cre- 
dit, and circulation of property in the Carnatick; 
and when we confider that the debtor concurs with 
the creditor in eftablifliing the juftiee of thofe debt* 
confolidated in 1777 into grofs fums, for which 
bonds were given, liable to be transferred to per- 
foils different from the original creditors, and hav- 
ing no Ihare or knowledge of the tranlaftions in 
which the debts originated, and of courfe how 
litde ground there is to exped any fubftantial 
good to refult from an unlimited inveftigation 
into them, we have refolved fo far to recognife 
thej'uftice of thofe debts, as to extend to them 
that protedion which; upon more forcible grounds, 
we have feen caufe to allow to the other^ two daffes 
of debts* But, although we fo far adopt the ge- 
neral prefumption in their favour, as to admit 
them to a participation in the manner hereafter 
directed, we do not mean to debai* you from re- 
ceiving any complaints againft thofe debts of 1777, 
at the inftance either of the nabob himfelf, or of 
other creditors injured by their being fo admitted, 
or by any other perfons having a proper intereft, 
x)r ftating reafonable grounds of objection ; and 
if any complaints are offered, we order that the 
grounds of all flich be attentively examined by 
~ you, 
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you, and be tranfmitted to lis, together with the 
evidence adduced in fupport of them, for our 
final decision j and as we have before dire&ed, 
that the fum of twelve lacks of pagodas, to be re- 
ceived annually from the nabob, fhould be paid 
into our treafury, it is our order that the fame 
be diftributed according to the following arrange- 
ment. 

That the debt be made up in the following 
manner, viz. 

The debt confolidated in 1767 to be made up" 
to the end of the year 1784, vnth the current in- 
tereft at ten per cent. 

The cavalry loan to be made up to the fame pe- 
riod, with the current intereft at twelve per cent. 

The debt confolidated in 1777 to be made up 
.to the fame period, with the current interefl at 
twelve per cent, to November, 1781, and from 
thence with the current intereft at fix per cent. 

The twdye lacks annually to be received, are 
then to be applied, 

I. To the growing intereft on the cavalry loan, 
2^t twelve per cent. 

a. To the growing intereft on the debt of 1 777, 
at fix per cent. 

The remainder to be equally divided; one half 
to be applied to the extinftion of the company's 
debt, the other half to be applied to the payment 
of growing intereft at i o/. per cent, and towards 
the difcharge of the principal of the debt of 1 7674 

Ddj This 
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This arrrogcment to continue till the prindpal 
of die debt 1767 is difcharged. 
The application of the twelve lacks is then to 

,!• To the intereft of the debt 1777, as above. 
The remainder to be then equally divided j one 
half towards the difcharge of the current intereft 
and principal of the cavalry loan, and the other 
half towards the difcharge cxf the company^s debt. 

When the cavalry loan fhall be thus difcharged, 
there ihall then be paid, towards the difcharge of 
the company's debt, feven lacks. 

To the growing intereft and capital. of the 1777 
loafi) five lacks. 

Wh^n the company's debt fliall be difcharged, 
the whole is then to be applied in difcharge of the 
debt 1777. 

. If the naboJb fhall be prevailed upon to apply 
the arrears and growing paynients of the Tanjore 
pe£hcufh in further difcharge of his debts, over 
and above the twelve lacks of pagodas, we direft 
th^it the whole of that payment, when made, fhall 
be applied towards the redud^ion of the company's 
debt. 

We have laid down thefe general iHiles of dif-' 
tribution, as appearing tQ us founded 041 juftice, 
and the relative circumftances of the different 
debts; and therefore we give our authority and 
protection to theni only on the fuppofition that 
they who afk our protef^on acquiefce in the con- 
dition 
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dition upon which it is given j and therefore we 
€xprefsly order, that if any creditor of the nabob, 
a fervant of the company, or being under our pro- 
teftion, ihall refufe to exprefs his acquiefcence in 
thefe arrangements, he flaall not only be excluded 
from receiving any fhare of the fund under ydur 
diftribution, but fhall be prohibited from taking 
any feparate meafures to recover his debt from 
the nabob, it being one great inducement to our 
adopting this arrangement, that the nabob fliall 
be relieved from all further difquietude by the 
importunities of his individual creditors, and be 
left at liberty to purfue thofe meafures for the 
profperity of his country, which the embarraff- 
ments of his fituation have hitherto deprived him 
of the means of exerting. And we further direft, 
that if any creditor fliall be found refraftory, or 
difpofed to difturb the arrangenjient we have fug- 
geftcd, he fliall be difinifled the fervice, and fent 
home to England. 

The direftions we have given only apply to the 
three clafles of debts which have come under our 
obfervation. It has been furmifed, that the nabob 
has of late contracted further debts ; if any of 
thefe are due to Britifli fubjefts, we forbid any 
countenance or protection whatever to be given 
to them, until the debt is fully inveftigated, the 
nature of it reported home, and our fpecial infl:ruc- 
tions upon it received. 

Dd4 We 
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We cannot conclude this fubjeft, without ad- 
verting in the ftrongeft terms to the prohibitions 
which have from time to time iflued under the au- 
thority of different courts of direftors agaiuft any 
of our fervants, or of thofe under our proteftion^ 
having any money tranfactions with any of the 
.country powers, without the knowledge and 
previous confent of our refpeftive governments 
abroad ; we are happy to find that the nabob, fen* 
fible of the great embarraffments both to his own 
and the company's affairs, which the enormous 
amount of their private claims have occaiioned, is 
willing to engage not to incur any new debts with 
individuals, and we think little difficulty will be 
found in perfuading his highnefs into a pofitive 
ftipulation for that purpofe; and though the le- 
giflature has thus humanely interfered in behalf of 
fuch individuals as might otherwife have been re- 
duced to great diftrefs by the paft tranfactions, we 
hereby, in the moft pointed and pofitive terms, re- 
peat our* prohibition upon this fubjeft; and di- 
redl that no perfon, being a fervant of the com- 
pany, or being under our proteftion, fhall, on any 
pretence whatever, be concerned in any loan or 
other money tranfaftion with any of the country 
powers, unlefs with the knowledge and exprels 
permiflion of our refpedive governments. And 
if any of our fervants, or others being under our 
protedipn, fhall be difcovered in any refpeft coun- 

terading 
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terafting thcfe orders, we ftriftly enjoin you to 
take the firft opportunity of fending them home 
to England, to be punilhed as guilty of difobe^ 
dience of orders, and no protection or afliftance 
of the company fliall be given for the recovery of 
any loans conneded with fuch tranfa^ons. Your 
particular attention to this fubje^ is ftricUy en- 
joined; and any connivance on your par,ts, to a 
breach, of our orders upon it, will incur our 
higheft difpleafure. . \ . 

, In order to put an end to thofe intrigues, which 
have been fo fuccefsfully carried on at the nabob's 
durbar, we repeat .our prohibition in the ftrongeft 
terms refpeding any intercourfe between Britifh 
fubjefts and the nabob and his family, as we arc 
convinced that fuch an intercourfe has been car- 
ried on greatly to the detriment and expence of 
the nabob, and merely to the advantage of indi- 
viduals. We therefore direft, that all perfons who 
ihall offend againft the letter and fpirit of this ne- 
ceffary order, whether in the company's fervice, 
or under their protection, be forthwith fent to 
England. 

Approved by the Board. 

HENRY DUNDAS, 
Whitehall, ' WALSINGHAM, 

i^th 061. 1784. W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE. 

Extract 
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Extr;^d from tlbe Reprefentation of the Court of 
Directors of the Es^ft India Company. 

My Lordsand Gcntlenien, 

IT is with extreme concern that we exprefs a 
difference of opinion with your right honourable 
board, in this] early exercife of your controlling 
power; but in fo novel an inftitution, it can 
fcarce be thought extraordinary, if the exad boun- 
daries pf our refpedive functions and duties 
fhbuld not at once, on either fide, be precifely and 
familiarly vinderftood, and therefore confide in 
ypur juftice and candour for believing that we 
have no wifh to evade or fruftrate the falutary pur- 
pofes of your ipftitution, as we on our part are 
thoroughly fatisfied that you have no wifh to en» 
croach on the legal powers of the Eaft India com- 
pany: we fliall proceed to ftate our objcftions to 
fuch of the amendments as appear to us to be eithei: 
Jnfufficent, inexpedient, of un>yarranted. 

6th. Concerning the private Debts of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and the Application of the Fuiid- of 
twelve Lacks of Pagodas per Annum, 

Under this head ypu are pleafed, in lieu of our 
paragraphs, to fubftantiate at pnce the juftice of all 
.thofe demands which the a6t requires us to invef* 
tigate, fubjed only to a right referved to the 

n^ibob. 
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nabobj or any other party concerned, to qtieftion 
the jui^Ge of any debt falling within the laft-of the 
three clafles ; we fubmit, that at leaft the oppor- 
tunity of ^^ueftioning, within the limited time, 
the juftice of any of Ihe debts, ought to have been' 
fully 'prcfcrved ; aiid fuppofing the firft and fe- 
cond claffles to ftand frefe from imputation (as we 
indihe<tq believe they do) no injury can refult to 
individuals from fuch difcuffion: and we further 
iubmit to your confideration, how far the exprefe 
dire<9ion of the ad to examine the nature and 
ori^aof the debts has been, by the amended pa^^ 
ragraphg, complied with; an4 whether at leaft 
the rat^ of intereft^ according to which the debts' 
^ifmg.fromfoiicar affignment of the land reve- 
^ues to the fervants of the company, afting in thct 
capacity of native bankers, have been accumulated, 
ought not to be inquired into, as well as the rea- 
fonablenels of the dedu<fi;ion of 25 per cent, which 
the Bengal government direfted to be made fromi 
a great part of the debts on certain conditions,^ 
But to your appropriation of the fund, our dut?f 
requires that we fhould ftate x)ur ftrongeft diffent. 
Our right to be paid the arrears of thofe expences, 
by which, almoft to our own ruin, we have pre- 
ierved the country, and all the property conneded 
with it, from falling a prey to a foreign conque* 
ror, furely ftands paramount to all claims for 
former debts upon the revenues of a country fo 

. prefejved. 
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prefervcd, even if the legiflature had not cxprefely 
fimited the affiftance to be given the private cre-^ 
ditors to be fuch as fhould be confiftent with our 
own rights. The nabob had, long before paffing 
the aft, by treaty with our Bengal government, 
agreed to pay us feven kcks of pagodas, as part of 
the twelve lacks, in liquidation of thofe arrears, 
of which feven lacks the arrangement you have 
been pleafed to lay down would take away from 
us more than the half, and ^ve it to private cre- 
ditors, of whofe demands there ar^ only about a 
lixth part which do not ftand in a predicament that 
you declare would not entitle them to any aid or 
protedion from us in the recovery thereof, were 
it not upon grounds of expediency, as will more 
particularly appear by the annexed eftimate. Un- 
til our debt fliall be difcharged, we can by no 
means confent to ^ve up any part of the feven 
lacks to the private creditors ; ai>d we himibly ap- 
prehend, that in this declaration we do not ex- 
ceed the limits of the authority and rights vefted 
in ys. 



The 
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The Right honourable the Commiifioners for the 

Afiairs of India. 



The REPRESENTATION of the Court of Direc- 
tors of the Eaft India Company. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

THE court having duly attended to your rea- 
fonings and dedfions, on the fubjeds of Arnee and 
Hanamantagoody, beg leave to obferve, with due 
deference to your judgment, that the directions 
we had given in thefe paragraphs, which did not 
obtdn your approbation, ftill appear to us to have 
been conliftent vnth juftice, and agreeable to the 
late ad: of parliament, which pointed out to us, 
as we apprehended, the treaty of 1762 as our 
guide. 

Signed by order of the faid court. 



THO. MORTON, Scc» 



Eq/i India Houfe^ 
the ^d November J 1784. 



Extraft 
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I 

Extradof a Letter from the Commiflioners for 
the Aflairs of India, to the Court of Dire<5tors, 
dated 3d November, i 784, in Anfwer to their 
Rononftrance. 

Sixth Article* 

WE think it proper, confidering the particular 
nature of the fubjeft, to ftate to yo^ thfe ft)llowing 
remarks on that part of your reprefentation which 
relates to the plan for the difcharge of the nabob's 
debts. 

I ft. "^ou conjpute the rcf^eniie which tie Car- 
natick may be expeded to Jjroduce only at twenty 
lacks of pagodas. If we concurred with you in 
this opinion, we (hould certainly f^el our hopes of 
advantage to all the parties from this arrangement 
confiderably dimiiii{hed. But we truft, that we 
are not too fanguine on this head, when we place 
the greateft reliance on the eftimate tranfihitted 
to you by your prefident 6i l^oft St. George, hav- 
ing there the beft m€M6 of information upon the 
fad, and dating it with a particular view to the 
fubjeft matter of thefe paragraphs* Somd allow- 
ance, we are feniible, muft be rti^delbr the dife* 
rence of colleftion in the nabob's hands, but we 
truft not fuch as to reduce the receipt nearly to 
what you fuppofe* 

^dly^ 
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adly. In making up the amount of the private 
debtSj you take in compound intereft at the diffe- 
rent rates fpecified in our paragraph. This it was 
not our intention to allow; and left any mifcon- 
ception fliould arife on the fpot, we have added an 
iexprefs direction, that the debts be made up with 
iimple intereft only, from the time of their refpec- 
tive confolidation. Claufe F f. 

3dly. We have alfo the ftrongeft grounds to 
believe, that the debts will be, in other refpefts^ 
conliderably lefs than they are now computed by 
you; and confequently, the company's annual 
proportion of the twelve lacks will be larger thait..^ 
it appears on your eftimatc. But even on your 
own ftatement of it, if we add to the 150,0001. or 

3>7550<>o*P^g^^^s (which you take as the annUal 
proportidn to be received by the company for five 
years to the end of 1789) the annual amount of 
the Tarijore pefticufh for the fame period, and the 
arrears on the pefticufli (propofed by lord Ma- 
cartney to be received in three years) ; the whole^ 
will make a fum not falling very fhort of pagodas^ 
35,00,000, the amount of pagodas 7,00,000 pet^ 
annum for the fame period. And if we carry our 
calculatibns farther, it wiH appear that, both by 
the plan propofed by the nabob, and adopted in 
your paragraphs, and by that wHiifa we tranfmit' 
ted to ^6u, the debt from the Mbbb^ if taken 
at 3,ooo,oool. will be difcharged' ne^Iy at the 

fame- 
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fame period, viz. in the courfe of the eleventh 
year. We cannot therefore be of opinion that 
there is the fmalleft ground for objeding to this 
arrangement, as injurious to the interefts of the 
company, even if the meafure were to be confi- 
dered on the mere ground of expediency, and 
with a View only to the wifdom of re-eftablifhing 
credit and circulation in a commercial fettlement, 
without any confideration of thofe motives of at- 
tention to the feelings and honour of the nabob, 
of humanity to individuals, and of juftice to per- 
fons ID your fervice, and living under your pro* 
je^on, which have a^Ehiated the legiflature, and 
which afford not only juftifiable, but commend- 
able grounds for your condu<^. 

Impreffed/with this convi&ioii, we have not 
made any alteration in the general outlines of the 
arrangement which we had before tranfmitted to 
you. But, as the amount of the nabob's revenue 
is matter of uncertain conjecture, and as it does 
not appear juft to us, that any deficiency ihould 
fall wholly on any one clafs of thefe debts, we 
have added a direction to your governoient of 
Fort St. George, that if, notwithftanding the pro- 
vifions contained in our former paragraphs, any 
deficiency fliould arife, the payments of what 
(hall be received ftxall be made in the fame propor- 
tion which would have obtained in the diviHon of 
the whole twelve lacks, had they been paid* 

APPENDIX, 
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Referred to from p. 309* 

|[THE following extracts arc fubjpined, to fhew 
the matter and the i|yle of representation employed 
by thofe who have obtainjed that afcendency over 
the nabob of Arcot, which is defcribed in the letter , 
marked No. 6. of the prefent Appendix, and which 
is fo totally deftrudive of the authority and credit 
of the lawful Britifh government at Madras. The 
. charges made by thefe perfons have been folemnly 
denied by Lord Macartney j and, to judge from 
the charader of the parties accufed and accufing, 
they are probably void of all foundation. But as 
the letters are in the name and under the fignature 
of a perfon of great rank and conifequence among 
the natives; as they contain matter of the moft 
ferious nature; as they charge the moft enormous 
crimes, and corruptions of the grofleft kind, on a 
Britifh govcrnour ; and as' they refer tp the na- 
bob's minifter in Great Britain for proof and fur- 
■ jther elucidation of the matters complained of, 
'x^bmmon decency, and cominon policy, demanded 
an inquiry into their truth or £dihood. The writ- 
ing is obvioufly the produft of fome Englifh pen. 
If, on inquiry^ thefe charges Ihould be made good 
.VoL.IV, Ee (a thing 
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(a thing very unlikely) the party accufed watil4 
become a juft object of animadverfion. If they 
fliould be found (as in all probability they would 
be found) falfe and calumnious, and fupported by 
forgery^ then the cenfiirc would fall on the accufer; 
at the fame time the neceffity wotdd be manifeft 
for proper meafures towards the fecurity of go- 
vemthent ag^inft ftich irffitinotrs ac(!ulati6n^. It h 
as neceffary to protift the lioheft fame of virtuous 
governdurs, is it is to puniffi* the corrupt and ty- 
VannicaL But neither the cOttrt of dJrcAors ncnr 
the board of control have made any inquiry into 
the truth or falfliood of thefe^Kai^es- Tfrey havt 
covered over the accufers and iccufed with abun* 
dance of compliments. They have Infinuated foinb 
oblique cenfiiitsj tod they have recommended 
perfeft harmony between the chargers of corrup- 
tion and peculation, and the perfons charged with 
thefe crimes.] 

13th October, 1782. Extraft of a tranidation of 
a letter from the nabob of Arcot to the chair- 
man of the court of directors of the Eaft India 
company. 

^* FATALLY for me, and for the publick in- 
tereft, the company*s favour and my unbounded 
confidence have been lavifhed on a man totally 
unfit for the exalted ftation in which he has been 

placed. 
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Azced^ and Unworthy o£ the trjufts that have been 
s^pofed in hinii When I ipeak of one who has 
£0 deeply ftabbed my honour, my wounds bleed 
afrefli, and I muft be allowed that freedom of ex- 
preillon which the galling reflection of my injuries 
und my ini^ortunes naturally dr^P-ws from me. 
jShall your :fervants, unchecked^ unrei^rainedj, an4 
;unpunilhed, gratify their private views and ambi* 
tion> at Uie expence of my honour, my peage, and 
Any happinefe, and to the ruin of my country as 
.well as pf all your afiairs? No fooner had lord Ma^ 
cartney obtained the fevourite objed: of his ambi- 
tion, than he betrayed the greateft infolence to- 
wards me, theinoft glaring negleftof the common 
civilities and attentions paid me by all former go- 
^Vernours, in the worft of.times> and wen by t^ie 
moft inveterate of my enemies. He infulted my 
fervants, endeavoured to defame my chara<9:er by 
unjuftly cenfuring my adminiftration, ,and ex- 
tended his boundlels ufurpation to the whole go- 
vernment of my dominions, in all the branches 
of judicature and police; and, in violation of the 
exprefe articles of the agreements, proceeded to 
fend renters into the countries, unapproved of by 
me, men of bad character, and unequal to my 
management or refponlibiiity. Though he is 
xhargeable with the greateft ads of cruelty, even 
to the fhedding the blood and cutting off the 
nofes and ears of my fubjeds, by thofe exercifing 
f £ e 2 his 
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his authority in the countries, and that even 
duties of rdigion and puUick worihip have t 
interrupted or prevented ; and, though he cai 
on all his bufinels by the arbitrary exertioi 
military force, yet does he not colled from' 
countries one4burth of the revenue that fiii 
be produced. The ftatement he pretends to 1 
forth o£ expeded revenue, is totally fallad 
and can never be realized under the manages 
of his lordihip, in the appointment of rcQ 
totally difquaiified, rapacious,^ and irrei^ni 
who are adually embezzling and diifipating 
publick revenues that fhould afiifl in the fuj; 
of the war. Totally occupied by his private vi 
and governed by his paifions, he has negle&e 
iacrificed all the eflential objeds of publick g 
and by want of co-operation with Sir Eyre C 
and refufal to furnifh the army with the nece 
Supplies, has rendered the glorious and repi 
■vidories of the gallant general ineflfedual t( 
expulfion of our cruel enemy* To cover his i 
ficiency, and veil the diicredit attendant oi 
failure in every meafure, he throws out the 
illiberal expreiSons, and inlHtutes unjuft a< 
tions againftme; and,, in aggravation of a 
diftreffcs impofed upon me, he has, abetter 
meaneft calumniators, to bring forward 
charges againfr me, and my fon Ameer-ul-Oi 
in order to create embarraflment, and for tl 
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trefs of my mind. My papers and writings fent 
lo you, muft teftify to the whole world the ma- 
levolence of his defigns, and the means that have 
been ufed to forward them. He has violently 
&ized and opened all letters addrefied to me and 
my fervants, on my publick and private affairs. 
My vackeel, that attended him, according to an- 
cient cuftom, has been ignominioufly difmifled' 
from his prefence, and not fiifiered to approach the 
government-houfe. He has in the meaneft man- 
ner, and as he thought i^ fecret^ been tampering 
and intriguing with my family and relations for 
the worft of purpofes. And if I exprefs the ago- 
nies of my mind under thefe mod pointed injuries 
and oppreifibns, and complain of the violence and 
injuftice of lor4 Macartney, I am infulted by his 
afFeded conftru^on^ that my communications are 
dictated by the inlinuations of others. At the 
fame time that his confcious apprehenfions for his 
mifconducl, have produced the moft abjeft appli- 
,tations to me, to fmother my feelings, and en- 
treaties to write in his lordfliip's favour to Eng- 
land, and to fubmit all my afi^rs to his direc- 
lion* When his fubmiilions have failed to mould 
me to his will, he haS' endeavoured to effect his 
purpofes by menaces of his fecret influence with 
thofe in power in England, which he pretends to 
.aflert, fliall be effeftual to confirm his ufurp^tion, 
and to deprive me and my family, in fiicceffion, 
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of my rights of foveteignty and government f(^ 
ever-- To fuch a length have his pafSons ai^ Vio- 
lences carried him, that all my family, my depen- 
dants, and even my friends and vifitors, are perfe- 
cuted with the ftrongeft marks of his difpleafure. 
Every ftiadow of authority in my perfon is taken 
•from me, and refpeft to my name difcouraged 
throughout the whole country. When an officer 
of high rank in his^ majefty's fervice was fome time 
iince introduced to me by lord Macartney, his 
lordfhip took occasion to fliew a perfonaT derifion 
and contempt of me. Mr. Richard Sulivan, who 
has attended my durbar under the commiflion of 
the governour general and councit of Bengal, has 
experienced his refentmentj and Mr. Ben field, 
luith whom I have no btifinefs^ and -who, as he has 
been accuftomed to do for many years, has con- 
tinued to pay me his vifits of refpecl, has felt the 
weight of his lordship's difpleifure,* and has had 
every litnmerited infinjuation thrown out againft 
him, to prejudice him, and deter hinl from paying 
me his compliments as ufual. • ' 

" Thus, gentlemen, have you delivered me over 
to a ftranger ; to a man unacquaint^ with govern- 
ment and bufinefs, and too opinionated to learn; 
to a man whof^ ignorance and prejudices operate 
t6 the negl^ft of every good meafure, or the liberal 
co-operation with any that wifli well to the pub- 
lick interefts j to a man who, to purfue his own 

. ' paffions. 
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paljons, plans, and defigns, will certainly ruin all 
piine, as well as the company *s affairs. His mif- 
management and obftinacy have caused the lofs 
of many lacks of my revenues, diflipated and em- 
bezzled, and every puUick confideration facrificed, 
to his vanity and private views. I beg to pflfer. 
an inftance in proof of my affertions, and to juftify 
the hope I have, that you will caufe to be madq. 
good to me all the loffes I have fuftained, by the 
mal-adminiftration and bad practices of your fer- 
vants, according to all the account of receipts of 
former years, and which I made known to lord 
Macartney, amongft other papers of infornution, 
in the beginning of his management in the collec- 
tions. The diftrid of Ongole produced annually, 
Oipon a medium of many years, ninety thoufand 
pagodas ; but lord Macartney, upo?i receiving a 
Jim of money fr^m Ramcbundry ^"^ let it out to him, 
in April laft, for the inadequate rent of 50,000 
pagodas per annum^ diminifhing, in this diftrict 
alone, near half the accuftomed revenues. After 
this manner hath he exercifed his powers over 
the countries, to fuit his own purpofes and de- 
figns ; and this fecret mode has he taken to rediicQ 
the collections." , 

* See Tellinga letter at th^ end <ii this correfpondencc. 



E e 4 jft 



424 APPENDIX, NO I O^ 

ift November, 1782. Copy of a Letter frcun f 
Nabob of Arcot to the Court of Dtreftors, i 
Received 7th April, I783,. 

THE diftrefles whtcfa I have fet forth in i 
former letters, are now increa£ed to fuch an alax 
ing pitch, by the imprudent meafitres of your ; 
vemour, and by the arbitrary and impolitick c 
dud purfucd with the merchants and import 
of grain, that the very exiftcnce of the fort 
Madras feems at ftake, and t^at of the inhabita 
of the fettlement appears to have been totally o^ 
looked ; many tho\i£uids have died, and conti 
hourly to periih of famine, though the capa< 
of one of your youngcft fervants, with dilige 
and attention, by doing juftice, and giving i 
fonable encouragement to the merchants, and 
drawing the fupplied of grain which the north 
countries would have afforded, might have fecu 
us againft all thofe dreadful calamities. I had v 
much difficulty procured and purchafed ^a fi 
quantity of rice, for thiC ufe of myfelf, my fan 
and attendants, and with a view, of fending off 
greateft part of the latter to the northern a 
tries, with a little fubfiftence in their handis. 
what muft your furprife be, when you learn, 
even this rice was feized by lord Macartney, 1 
a military force! and thus am I unable to pro 
for the few people I have about me, who 

dr 
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driven to fuch extremity and mifery, that it gives 
me pain to behold them. I have defired permifllon 
to get a little rice from the northern countries for 
the fubfiftence of my people, without its being 
liable to feizure by your fepoys: this even has been 
refufed me by lord Macartney. What muft^ your 
feelings be, oii fuch wanton cruelty, exercifed to- 
. wards me, when you confider that of thouland$ 
o£ villages belonging to me, a fingle one would 
have fufficed for my fubfiftence! 

• 

S2d March^ ^7^3* Tranflatiori of a Letter from 
the Nabob of Arcot to the Chairman and Di- 
rectors of the Eaft India Company, — Received 
from Mr. James Macpherfon, ift Jan^ 1784. 

" I AM willing to attribute this continued ufur. 
pation to the fear of detedion in lord M^artney: 
he dreads the awful day when the fcene of his 
enormities will be laid open, at my reftoration to 
my country, and when the tongues of my oppref- 
fed fubjedfe will be unloofed, and proclaim aloud 
the cruel tyrannies they have fuftained. Thefe 
fentiments of his lordfhip's defigns are corrobo^ 
rated by his ' fending, on the loth inftant, two 
gentlemen to me and my fon .Ameer-ul-Omrah; 
and thefe gentlemen from lord Macartney efpeci- 
ally fet forth to me, and to my fon, that all de- 
pendance on the power of the fuperiour govern** 
ment of Bengal, to enforce the intentions of the 

company 
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company to reftore my country, was vain and 
groundleis ; that the company confided in his lord- 
ihip's judgment and difcretion, and upon his re- 
prefentations, and that if I, and my fon, Ameer-ul- 
Omrah, would enter into friendfliip with lord Ma- 
cartney, and fign a paper, declaring all my charges 
and complaints againft him to be falfe, that his 
lordihip might be induced to write to England, 
that all his allegations againft me and my fon wer-e 
not well-founded; and, notwithftanding his decla- 
rations to withhold my country, yet on thefe con^ 
fiderations, it might be ftill reftored me* 

*' What muft be your feelings for your ancient 
and faithful friend, on his receiving fuch infults to 
his honour andunderftanding from your principal 
fervant, armed with your authority ? From thefe 
manoeuvres, amongft thoufands I have experienc- 
ed, the truth muft evidently appear to you, that I 
have not been loaded with thofe injuries and op- 
preflions from motives of publick fervice, but to 
anfwer the private views and interefts of his lord- 
ihip, and his fecret agents: fome. papers to ibis point 
are inclofed\ others, almoft without number, muft 
be fubmitted to your juftice, when time and cir- 
cumftances will enable me fully to inveftigate thofe 
tranfad:ions. This opportunity will not permit 
the full reprefentation of my load of injuries and 
diftreffes: I beg leave to refer you to my minxfter, 
Mr. Macpherfon, for the papers, according to the 
inclofed lift, which accompanied my laft difpatches 

by 
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by the Rodney, which I fear have failed; /ind my 
correfpondence with lord Macartney, fubfequenf 
to that period, fuch as I have been able to prepare 
for this opportunity, are inclofed. 

" Notwithftanding aH the violentaAs and decla- 
rations of lord Macartney, yet a* confdoUfhefs of 
his own mifconduft was the fole incentive to the 
menaces and overtures he Jias held out, in various 
fl^apes. He has been infultingly lavilh in Jiis cx- 
preffions of high refpeft for my perfon ; has had 
the infolence to fay, that all his meafiires flowed 
from his afFe(?lionate regard alone; has ptefumtd to 
fay, that all his enmity and oppreffion w^re levelled 
at my fon,. Ameer-ul-Omrah, to whom he before 
acknowledged every aid and affiftancet and, his 
lordfhip being without any juft caufe or founda^ 
tion for complaint againft us, or a veil to cover his 
own violences, he has now had recourfe to the 
meannefs,and has dared to intimate of my fon, in 
order to intimidate me, and to ftrengthen his Own 
wicked purpofes, to be in league with our enemies 
the French, You muft doubtlefe be aftonifhed, 
no lefs at the affurance j than at the abfurdity of 
fuch a wicked fuggeftion/' 

(In the nabob's own hand.) 

" P. S. In my own hand-writihg I acquainted 
Mr. Haftings, as I now do my ancient friends the 

* — 

company, with the infult oflFered to my honour and 
underftanding, in the extraordinary propofitions 

feftt 
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fent to me by lord Macartney, through two gen- 
tkmen, on the loth inftant, fo artfully veiled with 
menaces, hopes, and protnifes. But how^can lord 
Macartney add to his enormities, after his wicked 
and calumniating infinuations, fo evidently direA- 
ed againU me and my family, through my faithful, 
my dutiful, and beloved ibn, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
who, you well know, has been ever born and bred 
stmongft the Englifh, whom I have fiudiopfly 
brought up in the warmed fentiments of affedion 
and attachment to them; fentiments, that in his 
maturity have been bis higheft ambition to inr- 
prove, infomucb that he knows no happineis, but 
in- the faithful fupport of our alliance and con- 
nexion with the Englifli nation?** 

1 2th Auguft, and Poftfcript of the 16th Auguft^ 
1783. Tranflation of a Letter to the Chair- 
. man and Diredors of the Eaft-India Company. 
• Received from Mr. James Macpherfon, 14th 
- January, 1784. 

" YOUR aftonifliment and indignation will be 
equally raifed with mine, when you hear that your 
prefident has dared^ contrary to your intentien, 
to continue to ufurp the privileges and hereditary 
powers of the nabob of the Carnatick, your old 
and unlhaken friend, and the declared ally of the 
king of Great Britain. 

; " I will not take up your tim^ by enumerating 

tlie 
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the particular ads of lord Macartnej^'s violence, 
cruelty, and injuftice ; they indeed occur too frequent* 
ly^ and fall upon me^ and my devoted fubjefb and coun* 
iry^ too thkk^ to be regularly related. I refer you t€i 
my minifter, Mn James Macpheribn, for a mort 
circumjlantlal account, of the opprejjions and enormitia 
by which he has brought both mine and the compSt^ 
ny's affairs to the brink of dcftrudion. I truft 
€hat fitch flagrant violations of all jufiice, honour, 
and the faith of treaties, will receive the fevercft 
marks of your difpleafure, and th«t lord Macartw 
ney's condud, in making ufe of your name and 
authority as a fan£tion for . the continuance of hb 
nfurpatiOn, will be difdaimed with the utmoil in- 
dignation, and followed with the fevereft punilih 
nient. I conceive that his lordihip's arbitrary re- 
tention of my country and government can only 
originate in his injatiable cravings^ in his. impU- 
cable malevolence againft me, and through fea^ of 
detedion, which muft follow the furrender of the 
Camatick into my hands, of thofe nefarious pr<^ 
ceedings, which are now fuppreffed by the arm of 
violence and power. 

*' I did not fail to reprefent to the fupreme go- 
vernment of Bengal .the .deplorable . fituation to 
which I wa3 reduced, and the unmerited perfecia- 
tions I have unremittingly fuftained from lord A{a« 
cartney ; and I earrieftly. implored themlo.ftrctch 
forth a faving arm, and intcrpoie: that controj- 
. ling 
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Bng power which was vefted in ihein^ to dieck 
rapacity and preemption j and preferve the honouf 
and faith of the company from violation. The 
gdvernour-geaieral and council not ojilf felt the 
cruelty and injufUce 1 had fuffered, but were 
greatly alarmed for the fetal confequences that 
might rtfult from the diftruft of the country 
powers in the pttofeifions of the Engliih^ when 
they iaw the nabob of the Carnatick, the friend 
of the company, and the ally of Great Britain^ 
thus firipped of his rights^ his dominiona^ and his 
^lignity, by the moft fraudulent means^ and under 
the malk of friendfliip. The Bengal government 
had already heard both the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam urge as an obje£):ioiL \6 an idliance with 
the Engliih^ the faithlefs behaviour of lord Ma- 
cartney to a prince whofe life had been devoted, 
and whofe treaiures had been exhaufted, in 
their fervice and fupport j and they did not he- 
fitate to give pofitive orders to lord Macartney 
for the reftitution of my government and autho- 
rity, qn fuch terms as were not only ftriftly ho- 
nourable, but equally advantageous to my friends 
the company; for they juftly thought that my ho- 
nour and dignity, and fQveretgn rights^ were the 
firft dbjefts of my wiihes and ambition : But how 
ean I paint my afionifhment at lord Macartney's 
prefumption, in continuing his^ ufurpation, after 
their pofitive and reiterated mandates ! and^ as if 

nettled 
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nettled by their interference, which he difdained, 
in redoubling the fury of his violence, and facri- 
ficing the ptibHcfc and. myfelf, to his malice and 
ungovernable paffions! 
, " I am, gentlemen, at a lofs to conceive where 
his ufurpation will ftpp, and have an end. Has he 
not folemnly declared that the ailignment was 
only made for the fupport of war ? and, if neither 
your inftructions, nor theoyders of his fupcriours 
at Bengal, were to be confidered as effedual, has 
not the treaty of peace virtually determined the 
period of his tyrannical adminiftratioil? But fo far 
from furrehdefing the Carnatick into my hands, 
he has, fiiice that event, aflBxed advertifements to 
the walls and gates of the Black Town, for letting 
to the beft bidder the V^tious diftrids, for the 
term of three years ; and has continued the com- 
mittee of revenue, which you pofitively ordered 
to be abbiifhed, to whojn he has allowed enor^ 
mous falaries, from 6000 to 4000 pagodas per an- 
num, which each member has received from the 
time of his appointment, though his lordfliip wdl 
knows that moft of them are by your orders dis- 
qualified^ by being my principal creditors. 

*' If thofe afts df violence and outrage had been 
'prodiiftive of publick advantage, I conceive his 
lordfhip might have held them forward, in exte- 
nuation of his conduft ; but whilft he cloaks his 
juftification under the veil of your records, it is 

impoilible 
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impoffible to refute his aflertions, or to cxpofe to 
you their fallacy } and when he is no longer able 
to fupport his condud by argument, he refers to 
thofe records, where, I underftand, he has exer- 
cifed all his fophiftry and malicious infinuations, 
to render me and my family obnoxious in the 
eyes of the company, and the Britifli nation j and 
when the glorious vidories of Sir Eyre Cbote 
have been rendered abortive by a conftant defi- 
dency of fiipplies ; and when, fince the departure 
of that excellent general to Bengal, whofe lofs I 
muft evfer regret, a dreadful famine, at the clofc 
,of laft year^ occafioned by his lordfliip's negleft to 
lay up a fuflSlcient ftock of grain at a proper fea- 
fon, and from his prohibitory orders to private 
merchants ; and Vhen no exertion has been made, 
nor advantage gained over the enemy ; when Ry- 
der's death and Tippoo's return to his own domi- 
nions operated in no degree for the benefit of our 
affaii*s; in ihort, when all ha$ been a continued 
feries of difappointment and difgrace under lord 
Macartney's management (and in him alone has 
the management been veiled), I want words to 
convey thofe ideas qf his infuificiency , ignorance, 
and obftinacy , which I am convinced you would 
entertain, had you been fpeftators of his ruinow 
and deuruftive eonduft. 

, . '^ But againft me» and my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
has hislordlhip's vengeance chiefly been exerted j 

even 
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€vcn the company's own fubordinate zemindars 
have found better treatment, probably becaufe 
they w«re more rich ; thofe of Nizanagoram have 
been permitted, contrary to your pointed orders, 
to hold their rich zemindaries at the old difpropor- 
tionate rate of little more than a fixth part of 
the real revenue ; and my zemindar of Tanjore, 
though he fhould have regarded himfelf equally 
concerned with us in the event of the war^ and 
from whofe fertile country many valuaWe harvefts 
h^ve been gathered in, which have fold at a vaft 
price, has, I underftand, only contributed laft year, 
towards the publick exigencies, the very inconfi- 
derable fum of one lack of pagodas, and a few 
thoufand pagodas-worth of grain* 

^* I am much concerned to acquaint you, that 
ever fincei the peace a dreadful famine has fwept 
a^'^y many thoufands of the followers, and fepoys 
families of the army, from lord Macartney's ne- 
glect to fend down grain to the camp, though the 
roads are crowded with veffels : but his lordfhip 
has been too intent upon his own difgraceful 
fchemes^ to attend to the wants of the army. The 
negotiation with Tippoo, which he has fct on foot 
through the mediation of Monfieur Buffy, has 
employed all his thoughts, and to the attainment 
of that objeft he will facrifice the deareft interefis. 
of the company to gratify his malevolence againfl; 
me, and for his own private advantages. The en- 

VoL. IV. F f deay.our 
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deavour to treat with Tippoo, thrqugh the mc 

of the French, muft ftrike you, gentlemen, 

highly improper and impoUtick ; but it muft r 

your utmoft indignation to hear, that by inl 

cepted letters from Bufly to Tippoo, as wel 

from their rcfpeftive vakeels, and from vari« 

accounts from Cuddalore, we have every reafoi 

conclude that his lordflup's fecretary, Mr. Sta 

ton, when at Cuddalore, as his agent to fettle 

ceflation of arms with the French, was inforc 

of all their operations and projeds, and confcqm 

that lord Macartney basfecretly connived at MonJ 

Bujffs recommendation to Tippoo to return into 

Carnaticky as the means of procuring the moji ad\ 

tagcous tcrmsy and furnijking lord Macartney % 

the pica of neccffity for concluding a peace after bis i 

rnanner : and what further confirms the trutl 
» 

t!iis faft is, that repeated reports, as well as 
alarms of the inliabitanls to the weftward, 1< 
us no rcafon to doubt that Tippoo is approacl 
towards us. His lordfliip has iflbed publick 
ders, that the garrilbn ttore of rice, for which 
are indebted to the exertions of the Bengal 
vernmtnt, Ihould be immediately difpofed of, 
has ftrictly^ turbid all private gi'ain to be fold ; 
which iict he cficclually prohibits all private 
pbrtation of grain, and may eventually caul 
lioirid a famine as ihut which we experience 
the ciofe of laft year, from the fame flxort-fig 
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policy and deftru6iive prohibitions of lord Ma- 
cartney. 

" But as he has the fabrication of the records 
in his own hands, he trufts to thofe partial repre- 
fcntations of his charader and conduft, becaufe 
the fignatures of thofe members of government 
whom he feldom confults, are affixed, as a publick 
fan<5iion ; but you may form a juft idea of their 
correftnefs and propriety, when you are informed, 
that his lordfliip, upon my noticing the heavy dijburfe* 
ments made for fecret fervice money ^ ordered thefums 
to be Jiruck off^ and the accounts to be erafedfrom the 
cajb'book of the company; and I think I cannot give 
you a better proof of his management of my coun- 
try, and revenues, than by calling your attention 
to his conduft in the Ongole province, and by 
referring you to his lordlhip's adminiftration of 
your own jaghire, from whence he has brought 
to the publick account the fum of twelve hundred 
pagodas for the laft year's revenue, yet blazons 
forth his vaft merits and exertions, and expefts to 
receive the thanks of his committee and council. 
— ^i will beg leave to refer you to my minifter, 
James Macpherfon, efq. fot a more particular ac- 
count of my fufferings anU miferies, to whom I 
have tranfmitted copies of alL papers that paffed 
with his lordfliip. 

*' I cannot conclude without calling your atten- 
tion to the Jituation of my different creditors ^ whofe 
dsdms are the claims of juftice^ and whofe dc- 

F f 2 mands 
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mands I am bound by honour, and every mo! 
obligation, to difcharge ; it is not therefore wil 
out great concern I have heard infinuations tei 
ing to queftion the legality of tlieir right to 1 
payment of tliofe juft debts ; they proceeded fn 
advances made by them openly and honoura] 
for the fupport of my own and the publick a& 
But I hope the tongue of calumny will ne 
drown the voice of truth and juftice ; and w] 
that is heard, the wifdom of the Englifh nat 
cannot iail to accede to an effectual remedy 
their diitrefles, by any arrangement in which t] 
claims may be duly confidcred, and equitably ] 
vided for; and for this purpofe my minifter, j 
Macphcrfon^ will readily fubjcribe^ in my namey to 
agreement you may think proper to adopts founde 
the fame principles with cither of the engagem 
I entered into with the fupreme governmer 
Bengal, for our mutual intereil and advantag 
I always pray for your happincfs and profperi 



6th September, and Poftfcript of 7th Septen 
1 783. Tranflation of a Letter from the N 
of Arcot to the Chairman and Directors 
Eaft-India Company. — Received from Mr. J 
Macpherfon, 14th January, 1784. 

** I REFER you, gentlemen, to my inclofe 
plicate, as well as to my minifter, Mr. Macph< 
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for the particulars of my fufferings. Theije is no 
word or adion of mine that is not perverted ;f 
and though it was my intention to have fent my., 
fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, who is well verfed in my 
affairs, to Bengal, to imprefs thofe gentlemen with 
a full fenfe of my fituatioij, yet I find myfelf obliged 
to lay it afide, from the infinuations of the calum- 
niating tongue of lord Macartney, that takes every 
licence to traduce every aftion of my life, and that 
of my fon. I am informed that lord Macartney/ 
at this late moment, intends to write a letter ; I 
^m ignorant of the fubjeft^ but fully perceive, 
tR^t by delaying to fend it till the very eve of the 
difpatch, he means to deprive me of all poilibility 
of comniunicating my reply, and forwarding it 
for the information of my friends in England. 
Confcious of the weak ground on which he (lands, 
he is obliged to have recourfe to thefe artifices to 
miflead the judgment, and fupport for a time his 
unjuftifiable meafures by deceit and impofition. 
J wifh only to meet and combat his charges and, 
allegations fairly and openly j and I have repeat-- 
edly and i^rgcntly demanded to be furnifhed with • 
copies of thofe parts of his fabricated records rela-'- 
live to myfelf ; but as he well knows I ihould re- 
fute his fophiflry, I cannot be furprifed at his re- 
fufel, though I lament that it prevents you, gen- 
tlemen, from a clear inveftiffation of his condufl; 
tqwards me. 

. Ff3 "Indofed 
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^^ Indofed you have a tranflation of an arzee 
from the killidar of Vellore : / have thoufands of the 
fame kind; but this juft now received will ferve to 
give you fome idea of the miferies brought upon 
this my devoted country, and the wTetched inhabi- 
tants that remain in it» by the oppreflive hand oi 
lord Macartney's management; nor will the enibez' 
xlemenis of colledions thus obtained, when brought 
before you in proof appear lefs extraordinary, 
which fhall certainly be done in due timeJ* 



Tranflation of an Arzee, in the Perfian Language 
from Uzzeem ul Doen Cawn, the Killidar o: 
Vellore, to the Nabob, dated ift September 
1783. Inclofed in the Nabob's Letter to th< 
Court of Direiflors, September, lyS^. 

** I HAVE repeatedly reprefented to your high 
nefs the violences and opprcffions exercifed by th 
prefcnt amildar [colledor of revenue] of lor< 
Macartney's appointment, over the few remaininj 
inhabitants of the diftrid of Vellore, Ambon 
Saulguda, &c. 

** The outrages and violences now committee 
are of th'af aftonifliing nature as were neve 
known or heard of during the adminiftration c 
the circar. - Hyder Naik, the cruelleft of tyrant! 
ufed every kind of oppreffion in the circar cour 
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tries; but even his meafures were not like thofc 
now purfued. Such of the inhabitants as had ef- 
caped the fword and pillage of Hyder Naik, by- 
taking refuge in the woods, and within the walls 
of Vellore, &o on the arrival of lord Macartney** 
amildar to Vellore, and in confequence of his cowle 
of proteftion and fupport, moft chearfuUy retum-i 
ed to the villages, fee about the cultivation of the 
lands, and with great pains rebuilt their cottages. 
—-But now the amildar has imprifoned the wives 
and children of the inhabitants, feized the fewr 
jewels that were on the bodies of the women, and 
then, before the faces of their hufbands, flogged 
them, in order to make them produce other jewels 
and effefts, which he faid they had buried fome^ 
where under ground, and to make the inhabitants 
bring him money, notwithftanding there was yet 
no cultivation in the country. Terrified with the 
flagellations, fome of them produced their jewels, 
and wearing apparel of their women, to the 
amount of ten or fifteen pagodas, which they had 
hidden 5 others, who declared they had none, the 
amildar flogged therr women feverely, tied cords 
around their breafts, and tore the fucking clul- 
dren from their teats, and expofed them to the 
fcorching heat of the fun. Thofe children died, 
as did the wife of Ramfoamy^ an inhabitant of 
Bringpoor. Even this could not ftir up compaf- 
fion in the breaft of the amildar. Some of the 

children 
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children that were fomewhat large, he cxpbfed to 
iale. In fhort, the violences of the amildar are fo 
aftonifhing, that the people, on feeing the prefent 
fituation, remember the lofs of Hyder with regret. 
With whomfoever the amildar finds a fingle mea- 
furc of natehineej or rice^ he takes it away from 

■ 

him, and appropriates it to the expences of the 
Sibindy that he keeps up. No revenues are col- 
ledied from the countries, but from the effefts of 
the poor wretched inhabitants. Thofe ryots [yeo- 
men]] who intended to return to their habitations, 
bearing of thofe violences, have fled for refuge, 
witl^ their wives and children, into Hyder 's coun-» 
tty. Every day is ulhered in and clofed with 
thefe violences and difturbances. I have no power 
to do any thing ; and who will hear what I have* 
to fay ? My bufinels is to inform your highnefs, 
who are my mafter. The people bring their com- 
plaints to me, and I tell them I will write to youy 

highnefs.*'* 

Tranflation 

« 

* {[The alK>ve-recited prs^i^ices, or pradices fimilar to them, 
have prevailed in almoft every part of the miferable countries on 
the coafl of Coromandel, for near twenty years pafl. That they 
prevailed as itrongly and generally as they could prevail, under 
the adminiflration of the nabob, there can be no qu^ftion, ^ot* 
"withftanding the affertion in the beginning of the above petition; 
nor will it ever be othcrwife, whilfl affairs 9re conducted upon 
the principles which influence the prefent fyftem. Whether the 
particulars here afTerted are true or falfc, neither the court pf di- 
rciftors nor their miniftry have thought proper to enquire. If 

/fhey 
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Tranflation of a Telllnga Letter from Veira Per- 
maul. Head Dubafh to Lord Macartney, in hh 
own band'ivritingy to Rajah Ramchunda, the 
renter of Ongole ; dated 25th of the Hindoo 
month Maufay, in the year Plavanamal, corrc- 
fponding to 5th March, 1782. 

I PRESENT my refpefts to you, and am very 
well here, wiftiing to hear frequently of your wcl- 
fare. 

Your peaflier Vancatroyloo has brought the Vif- 
feel Bakees, and delivered them to me, as alfo what 
you fent him for me to deliver to my.majler^ which I 

they are true, in order to bring them to affe^ lord Macartney, 
it ought tp be proved that the complaint ^as made to him ; and 
that he had rcfufcd redrefs* Inftead of this fair courfe, the com- 
plaint is carried to the court of directors. The above, is one 
of the documents tranfmitted by the nabob, in proof of his 
charge of corruption againft lord Macartney. If genuine, it is 
concluiive, at lead againd lord Macartney's principal agent and 
manager. If it be a forgery (as^ in all likelihood it is) it is coa« 
cluiive againft the nabob and his evil founfellors ; and fully de- 
moniirates, if any thing further were necelTary to demoniirate, 
the necefljty oi the claufe in M^. Fox's bill prohibiting the refr* 
denceofthe native princes in the (fompany's principal fettle« 
mexits; which claufe was, for obvious reafons,, not admitted 
into Mr. Pitt's. It (hews too the abfolute neceffity of^ fevere 
and exemplary punifhment on certain of bis Englifh evil coutl* 
fellors and creditors, by whom fuch practices arc c^iried on. j - 

have 
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bave done^ My majier atjirjl refufed to take ii^ fe- 
€aufe be is unacquainted with your difpo/itionj or what 
kind of a perfon you are. But after I xnade enco- 
mioms on your goodnefs and greatnefs of mind, 
and took my oath to , the fame, and that // ivould 
not become publick^ but be held as precious as our 
lives, my majler accepted it. You may remain fa- 
tisfied, that I will get the Ongole bufinefc fettled ' 
in your name; I \vill caufe the jamaubundee to be 
fettled agreeable to your defire. It was formerly 
the nabob's intention to give this bufinefs to you, 
as the governour knows full well, but did not at 
that time agree to it, which you muft be well ac- 
quainted with* 

Your peaftier Vancatroyloo is a very careful 
good man — he is well experienced in bufinefs — he 
bos bound me by an oath to keep all this bufinefifecretj 
and that his own^ yours ^ and my lives are refponjible 
fir it. I write this letter to you with the great- 
eft reluftance, and I fignified the fame to your 
peaiher, and declared that I would not write to 
you by any means ; to this the peaiher urged, that 
if I did not write to his majler^ how could he know to 
whom he (the peajher) delivered the money ^ ayid what 
muft his matter think of it? therefore 1 write you 
this letter, and fend it by my fervant Ramanah, 
accompanied by the peaiher^s fervant, and it will 
come fafc to your hands: after perufal you will 

fend 
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fend it back to me immediately — ^until I receive it 
I don't like to eat my victuals, or take any fleep. 
Your peaflier took his oath, and urged me to 
write this for your iatisfadion, and has engaged 
to me that I Ihall have this letter returned to me 
in the fpace of twelve days. 

The prefent governour is not like the former go* 
vernours — ^he is a very great man in Europe — ^and 
all the great men of Europe are much obliged to 
him for his condefcenfion in accepting the govern- 
ment of this place. It is his cuftom when he makes 
friendlhip with any one to continue it always, and 
if he is at enmity with any one^ he never will dejtjl till 
he has worked his deJiru£lion ; he is now exceedingly 
difpleafed with the nabobs and you will underjland by 
and by that the naboVs biifinefs cannot be carried on ; 
he (the nabob) will have no power to do any thing 
in his own affairs ; you have therefore no room to fear 
him. You may remain with a contented mind— 
I defired the governour to write you a letter for 

. your fatisfaftion ; the governour faid he would do 
fo when the bufinefs was fettled. This letter you 

. muft perufc as foon as poflible, and fend it back 
with all fpeed by the bearer Ramadoo, accompa- 
nied by three or four of your people, to the end 
that no accident may happen on the road. Thefe 
people muft be ordered to march in the night 
only, and to arrive here with the greatcft dif- 

patcli. 
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patclu You ient ten mangoes for my maHcf , 
two for me, all which I have ddivered to my; 
ter, thmking that ten was not fuffident to pn 
him with. I write this for your infomution, 
ialute you with ten thoufand rei^pecls. 



I, Muttu Kiftnah, of Madras 
Patnam, dubafh, dechre. 
That I perfedly underftand 
the Gentoo language ; and 
do moft folemnly affirm, 
that the foregoing is a true 
tranflation or the annexed 
paper writing from the 
Gentoo language. 



(Signed) 
Muttu Kiftna 
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